

Ski better via martial arts 
Counterfeit season passes 



LET NO GOOD DEEE 




I'OWHR LOUNGING 



RAINBOW RACING 




ROSE SMELLING 




WALKING THE DOG 




SIGHTSEEING 





THE GREAT INDOORS THE GREAT OUTl )( )ORS 




MOUNTAIN MASlTiRING -v HORSE POWER 



EXTREME VECGINC 



A 



4\l\fl) 



COUNTRY ROADS 



MOOSE MEETING 



POWER LUNCHING 





GIFT GATHERING 




205 HORSEPOWER 




DOWNHILL SCREAMING 




HARDWARE HUNTING 



ii 



DINING OUT 



I'OWER MUNCHING VACATION i'LANNING 




POWER BOOSTING 



ERRAND RUNNING DID WE MENTION BEST SELLING? I'OWER PARKING 




• New easy-open lift^^ate • Standard Second Generation dual airbaf^s* • Standard SOHC V- 

• 4-\vheel anti-lock disc brakes • Sectiril .ock " anti-lhelt system • Most room o( any top-sellin 



C5» 



FORD EXPLORER 



'Always wear your safety bell and secure children in rear seat 



Cl 



O UNEXPLORED. 





DINING WAV OUT 




STARGAZING 






CANTON CRUISING 



TREND SETTING 



POWER SEATING 



SELLING 



I 



MOST POPULAR 



PARADISE FINDING 





FISH FINDING 



4-WHEEL 
ANTI-LOCK 
DISC 
BRAKES 



HIGHWAY HANDLING 



SUNSETTING 



STOPPING 




BIRD WATCHING 




FINDING YOURSEU: 




TOWING 




or optional V-8 • Available Control-Trac 4-wheel drive 

|-ompact SUV U7F4-8SH-P9ZG 

HAVE YOU DRIVEN A FORD LATELY? 




1-800-258-FORD or www.tord.tom 



THE PERFECT SKI 



FOR GETTING OFF A PLATEAU. 




INTRODUCING X-FREE. SERIOUS GAME IMPROVEMENT. 

Magazine Gold medal winner X-Free takes shaped skis, and skiers, into 
lly new terrain. It's wide forebody and unique "Y" profile, make carving a 
reeze. X-Free's also narrower from waist to tail than most shaped skis, so it's 
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Choppers are grounded 
Lifts on wind hold. The boys are 
bitching back at the lodge. Me, I climb 
what I ski. My Rossi' boots step into crampons 
as easily as into bindings. On the summit, the wind stops 
The clouds lift. I'm all alone in the White Room. 

Ski Mountaineer: Eric Pehota 
Photos: Mark Gallup/Paul Morrison 

www.rossignol.com 
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can automatically reduce binding release force when you need it most. 



True to Marker's mission, Log/c' is an unprecedented innovation in binding technology to 
help keep you safer and to make your skiing experience better than ever. 



L09/C' incorporates exclusive, 

newly-engineered systems like the 
Biometric Programmed Upward Release^, 
an Interactive Safety Module"^ and 
Environmental Friction Contror,a\\ 
|. ^ wrapped around the only spring steel 
K\ frame in the industry. 

I 



\ 




PICABO STREET 

WORLD CUP DOWNHILL CHAMPION 



Other Marker exclusives, like our Edge Pressure System"^ and Selective ControH 
help you turn more easily and make skiing more fun, no matter what ski you're 
on. With Marker technology, you get superior binding protection and 
performance whether you're a beginner or a gold medalist. 





Marker bindings aren't just better, they're smarter. 



Techndldgy that 
Makes a Difference^ 

httpy/www.markeri.com 



Con' 





THE NEW VOLVO V70 AWD CROSS COUNTRY. LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF JUST ABOUT ANYTHING YOU PLEASE. 

It is the last thing you would've expected from Volvo -a car that can not only help save your life, but 
help save your soul. But with its rugged leather and canvas-like interior, 67 cubic feet of cargo 



yriglited materiai 



Race room Carbon Frame Technology 
and our exclusive Anti-Vibration 
System make the Explosion number 
one in high speed performance. More 
edge loading power from a rigid carbon 
frame insert, co-molded into the upper 
cuff for greater lateral leverage and 
absolute rear support. More command 
of the ski through the Power Core Sole 
with zero torsional flex. More control ' 
with a perfectly balanced stance, better 
leg wrap, and a consistent forward flex. 
More all day comfort in a performance 




Fiber Tech 

Power 
Core Sole 




AVS 
Anti-vibration 

system 



They fit. They're fast. They work. 
Fast Company 

West Lebanon, NH 03784 www.tecnicausa.com 



fit never before found in a race boot. 
The FIT System liner with high tech 
Memory foam, PU heel frame, and fit 
lock adjustment is skiing's best. The 
Explosion. A boot with so much power, 
your skis can only do what they're told. 








Ilf SLO# sjzm 
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ADVEHTUIiE 



Shooting Barbie 

What ii takes lo be a rock-and-roll ski filmmaker. 
By Rub Buchanan 



DESTINATION 



86 The Once and Present Stowe 

A Vernionl classic finds its traditional values, and style, 
are in again. By John Postal 



108 Strange Tales 

A picture's worth a thousand words, but sometimes you 
still don't get the whole story. Here's the real deal 
behind six unreal photos. By Kristen Ulwcr 



SPECIAL 



102 The Skiinq 100 

Our third annual listing of America's best instructors. 
By Paul Prince 

HOT OEU 

116 Hot Gear 1998 

Is skiing really l)etler than sex? Vou be the judge. 
118 The Skiing Magazine Gearflnder 

How to find the fjear that must likely matches your 
needs and desires. By Bill Grout 
124 Skis '98 

Kun is the name of the game in skis this season. 
By Bill Grout and Helen Olsson 
160 Be Our Guest 

Six regular skiers join the pros for a grueling week of 
rating the new hoards. By Helen Olsson 
162 Ski the Straight and Narrow 

Take a moment to appreciate the joys of traditional 
skis. By Dan Kgan 
166 How We Test Skis 

Inside the dailj grind al test lime. By Michael Miracle 
168 Boots '98 

From carving boots to silicone liners, boot makers are 
making it easier to find the perfect boot. By Cliff Meader 
194 How We Test Boots 

The scene behind the scene. By Cliff Meader 
196 Bindings '98 

Safety and ski perfomance innovations create real 
choices for skiers. By Cliff Meader 

ON THE COVER: KrisU Brown in Chamonlx. France. Photo hy Scott Markewltz. 




DEPAKTMENTS 




Inside Skiing 

F^layins Around: A little friendly advice: Do as we do. 
not lonly) as we say. By Rick Kahl 
Back Talk 

Rants, raves, pans, and praise from our readers. 
Skiing Scene 

l,es Ollrn continues to buy: Picabo returns: a rabbi goes 
skiing: The Secret ski: Luc Alphand retires: pfiony ski 
passes: and more. Edited by Alexandra Nelson 
Alpine Circus 

Horsing around: Cowl)oy and ski-bum cultures collide in 
the odd sport of skijorinfi. By Michael Finkel 
Health/Fitness 

Kung l-'u Ski iMtness: kicking your way to strong quads: the 
spa ex|)erience. from mud hatfis to seaweed w raps: big air. 
flat landings, and hone fractures. Edited by Helen Olsson 
Travel Advisory 

Hotel im!)ro\enienls: what's new al the resorls; fourteen 
fantastic deals. Edited l)y Claire Walter 
Trial Run 

Four-eyes eyewear: sealed socks: pack leaders: twisting 
bindings: better water bladders. Edited by Michael Miracle 
Hot Spots 

Jakson Hole Tamed—or is it? 
By Claire W alter 
Gear Talk 

Optical Profusion: A slew of new goggles and glasses are 
designed to fight fog and fit light. By Iseiilt Devlin 
Face Shot 

Propensity for Intensity: Flirting with disaster with Chris 
Din enporl. free skiing's Mr. Clean. By Susan Reifer 
228 Ask Josli 

W ho was that guy in Canada who was skiing at the age of 
109? Will easy-application ski wax dry out my l)ases? 
What are those huge balls [)eo|)le use for working out? 
Are you truly the almighty, all-know ing ski god? 

EAST REGIONAL 

For stories on the Fast. Iiegin reading after page 204 

IE In witli the Inn Crowd 

Five (|uaint. cozy, and dow nright cheap places to sleep 
in ski country. By I sen It Devlin 

6E Life In the Fat Lane 

V\hy more and more Eastern skiers are adopting wide- 
body skis as their tools of choice. By John Dostal 

lOE ESP: Eastern Sliding Pages 
All the news from around the Fast. 
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METHING'S WRONjG WHEN 
.EQUENT FLYER PERKS CAN'T 
MAKE IT THROUGH CUSTOMS. 

*- ■• 

United has formed a global partnership with leading airlines around 
the world. It's called the Star Alliance and it assui-es that if you're a Mileage 
Plus® Premier® member with us you get special privileges with them. Air 
Canada, Lufthansa, SAS and THAI. No matter which one you fly, you'll 
always get miles that count toward your Premier status on United. Compared 
to the rest of the industry. United is heading in a different direction. 



IVith Unitpil Airlines Premier 
Card, you 'II f^el dedicated 
check-ins. besl seals available 
and increased levels of service. 



St 



As a Premier Ereculive: you 
will have access to selected 
all ia n ce carriers ' lounges 
anywhere in the world we fly. 




United Airlines services five 
continents -Asia. Europe. 
Australia. ,\orth America, 
and .South America. 



I'or inoiv infonnalion. cull I iiili'd at l-S()0-24Hir>22. visit us at www.iial.ccini or coiitarl VDiir pnilVssioiial li avi-l planner. 



PeRFORMRNCe SKIUCRR FROM FILR? 



CLIMRie-flCTIVRTeD 



GRCRTHRBLC FRGRIC. 



KGPROTeC® ReiNFORCeMeNTS 



RT Key STRGSS POINTS. 



RLL SO YOU UON't 




P3n Race Carver 



Broad shoulders 

stripped to the waist. 

ancjj I 

. Dumped 





Volkl raises the bar on shaped performance agaia with the P30 Race Carver. World Cup ready right 
out of the box. The Race Carver is what fast is. a purebred shaped ski with a sidecut right from the 
race room, for more speed and edge grip anywhere you take it. The breakthrough Carve Control 
System ( CCS ) filters out torsional vibration, for the smoothest, most stable ride you've ever felt. And 
the Race Carver is so willing, the only new thing youll have to learn, is how to slow downl 




f^i /*i 



W. Lebanon. NH 03784 www.volkl.com 
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Spectacular views of Lahe Tahoe 




Wide open bowls with miles of groomed terrain 




California Sunshine 5 out of 4 days - 450 " of snow 




High Camp - The Eighth Wonder of the World 



SOUAW VA 




Site of the VIII Olympic Winter Qames 

4,000 acres of lift-served terrain 

The most extensive lift network in the VS 

Unmatched children's facilities Sc programs 

Unending shi lessons, every hour on the hour 

Spring shiing capital of North America 

Kids 12 and under sUi for only 55 

Unequalled night shiing - up to 12 hours of skiing per day 

Accommodations four-star to budget - 30 restaurants and bars 

Ice Skating, Swimming Lagoon, Snowtubing, Bungee Jumping, Climbing Wall 

- if you must do something besides ski 

For your customized vacation, call 

800 ^45-43^0 

WWW. squaw, com 

LLEY USA 

Cop, I a ..cj 






SURE, WE'RE DREAMING OF A 

WHITE CHRISl 

HELL, WE'RE DREAMING OF A WHITE HALLOWEEN, 
A WHITE FATHER'S DAY, 

AND A WHITE CINCO DE MAYO. 




THE MERLIN V 



TWO THINGS SET US OUT OF BED 



EVEHV DAY. 301N3 S<11N3. AND 



0EVEL0P1N3 NEW SKIS FOB 30ING 



S<1ING. IN THAT OBOER. EXCEPT 



WHEN IT CAME TO DEVELOPING 



THE MEBLIN V. THE HEIB TO OUB 



LEGENDARY <2 FOUR, THIS S<1 



HAULS ASS WITH UNBELIEVABLE 




HANDLING AND EDGE CONTROL 



THANKS TO ITS 15 MM SUPEH- 



SIDECUT AND TURBOCHARGED 



THREE-PACK PIEZOELECTRIC SMART 



SKI TECHNOLOGY.-" BOTTOM LINE: VOU 



WON'T FIND A SMOOTHER, FASTEB, 



MORE ADVANCED SKI ANYWHERE. 



EXCEPT MAYBE IN YOUR DBEAMS. 




If you're interested in seeing wildlife 
up close or exploring undiscovered 
tmitories, BFGoodrich'^T/Alighttnick 
tires will take you there and back All 



Everything else up 




Asymmetric tread 
design delivers ex- 
cellent handling and 
traction in virtually 
any circumstance. 
Phased tread blocks R 
provide a smooth and quiet highway ride. 



to give you die traction you need across 
a wide range of surfaces. And their 
all-season capabilities reassure in 
iktually ANY weather - making the 



BFGoodrich lighttruck tires, like the Radial bng Trail J/A^ journey from valley to summit easier and more secure, 
(pictured), feature sure-footed tread designs engineered Our Radial All-Terrain T/A*and Radial Mud-Terrain T/A* 



BFCoodrich 



T/A Tires 






'9^ . 



here has hoofs. 




tires boast TriGaijl^ construction - three carcass plies trucks and SUVs (Blazer ZRZ Chevy Tahoe, Land Rover 



instead of other tires' two, for unparalleled toughness. 
No wonder BFGoodrich light tnick tires have vftn more 
professional off-roitt races than any Q0er brand 
and have become the natural selection fof 
standard equipment on today's ho 




Dehnder 90; you get the idea). BFGoodrich T/A tires. 
Because tiiere are roads you drive and roads you make. 

BFGoodrich' WATires: 




-lUTERWEAR. 
ANYWHERE. 




Wide elastidzed cuff if^ 
with gusset and snap 
tab adjustment. 




Inner waist gaiter protects 
from snow and wind. 



■.■."■>■•*.■ • 



OUTERWEAR 

http://www.ma l^ce^i.co^l 
© 1 997 Morlcer International 
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IF WE CAN HELP THE WORLD'S BEST SKI TEAMS IMPROVE, 

WE CA N DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE YOUR SKIING IN ONE SEASON... 
REGARDLESS OF YOUR ABILITY... AND WE CAN GUARANTEE IT! 




"The Skier's Edge works. . . 
in a ski-specific manner 
thai cannot be duplicated 
by other exercise machines. 
SKI Magazine 



30-DAY HOME TRIAL 



Nothing will Improve your skiing as fast as the 
all new Skier's Edge III 

Beginner to expen, ihe Skier s Edge III will improve your 
technique quickly. As you learn [liese techniques through 
muscle memorization, you will transfer these skills to the ski 
slopes. You will improve your skiing ability without even 
skiing! In just 20 minutes you c-an make 1800 turns simulating 
5-10 challenging downhill runs - at home. You will ski like 
you've always dreamed. You will ski Iwtter, stronger, and 
longer than ever before. 

After the ski season is over, your Skier's Edge still goes on working 
for you as one of the liest cross-training machines available today. 
It provides a non-impact, total-bcxly aerobic w<)rk<>ul that hums 
over 800 calories per hour while toning and strengthening your 
thighs, calves, hips and hutltK'ks. 

Easy for beginners - Challenging for experts 

With 13 different resistance settings, the Skier s Edge III is 
designed to accommodate skiers of all ages and skill levels. It 
will match your ability as you improve. 

• Beginning .skiers will learn the fundamentals of parallel skiing - 

say goodbye to the snowplow! 
•Intermediate skiers will learn correct edging, angulation, 

weight traasfer, and .stance to carve lx:autiful turns. 
•Advanced and expert skieis now have the tool to dominate 

the whole mountain. 



Now in our lOth year of taking 
skier's to new levels of success. 



This year we intrcxiuced the All New Skier's Edge III, and at 
the World Championships in .Se.stiere, Italy, two-thirds of the 
World Cup medals were won by teams that use the Skier's 
Edge. We're celebrating 10 years of World Cup Victories! 




WE'LL PUT CONFIDENCE, SUCCESS AND FUN IN YOUR SKIING! 




'Hw Skier's Edge is as essential to skiing as 
skis, boots and poles. The new Skier's 
Edge III goes with us everywhere. " 
TheoNadig 

Head Coach, Swiss SU Team 

'Just what I need, I am a middle-aged skier, 
and I need this type of home training on the 
Skier's Edge. Ishoidd have purchased this 
years ago. It is more iffectitw and helpful than 
a private lesson on Ihe slopes. ' 
D.Aalfut • Hrdenkrk,NY 



"The damn thing uvrks... Worked on the machine for the 
month of fktmtary, went to Vail and I skied Ihe l)est I ever 
skied ... terminal intermediate, hut now very much 
improved. I'm hooked!' 
J.J. Morgan • Green Bay, WI 

'My wife and I started skiing a month ago. We could not ski 
downhill without using Ihe wedge (snow plow), /fier one 
week of using the Skier's Edge we are now parallel skiing.' 
I. Woodward • Lakeville, MA 



Soil).! Net. K.iliii, Michjcl \nn (;runigcn. Vtorki ( U[' MiUiliMs 
from the Swiss National Ski Team, working out on the all new Skier's 
Edge HI with the New Interchangeable Black Diamond* HI Carriage. 



FREE SKI LESSON 
WITH THE MASTER!! 



'The Skier 's Edge helped me to conquer 
Ihe steepest runs and blast through the 
moguls with a high intensity and level 
control " 

E. Ramirez • Dublin, CA 

7 have been skiing for only two years, 
arui three months ago I bought a Skier's 
Edge. I've been using Hon a regular 
basis and believe it has made a definite 
improvement in my skiing. People are 
shocked that I have only been skiing such 
a short time. " 

D. Durkovich • Pilos Hilll, IL 

'An expert skier needs to constantly work 
on agility, timing, and conditioning to ski 
well in all conditions, and the Skier's 
Edge allows you to do that!" 

John Crews 



John Crews 

Featured instructor in Skiing 
Magazine's Top 1 00 Instructors! John 
is a professfonal ski instructor at Sun 
Valley Resort in Sun Valley, Idaho as 
well as a former U S National Moguls 
and Aerials Champion 

Included with your 
FREE VIDEO! 



THE #1 SKI CONDITIONER IN THE WORLD® 




CALL TODAY! 
FREE VIDEO & BROCHURE 

800-225-9669 x609 ; 



(U.S. & Canada) 

Or write: The Skier's Edge Company I 
P.O. BOX 2700, Parit aty, Utah 84060 | 
(80 1 ) 645-8700 or Fax (80 1 ) 647-9633 | 

i 

Not Sold In Stores - Direct Merchants To Skiers Worldwide ^ 



EXCLUSIVE OFFICIAL SUPPLIER TO THE WORLD'S BEST SKI TEAMS 




[oundl^as H 



^breathing posu^rd. Nestled in, a region 



orly situated fir, few things will ever 
TofouniUsLj^s Heavenly. It's a living, 

e you'll 

find more average annual snowball than Ut 
Colorado. An elevation of over lO.OOQ^^t. A thousand 
shades of blue shimmering beneath youVo^me of tff 
tree skiing in ou 







ft operators hand out'iiIttfcreen^^view<o^ 
Lake Tahoe that v\ould make an atheist have second 
thoughts. Landmarks litethc oldest bar in Nevada. 




Woi^-class hotel casinos. Intimate jazz and blues 





clubs, i^^ul five-star restaurants \\^h menus vigorc^I^ 
objected to by pergpnal^tiStiit^^^A^f^^lly reached, 
daily non-stop flights into Reno/Tahoe 
International Airport. In short, it's a can't-wait-to-do 
list of activities you won't find in any other place. 
Call 1-800-2HEAVEN for a complimentary brochure. 
Or visit our website at www.skiheavenly.com instead 
and save a tree. There we go, talking about trees again. 





On most mountains, if nature 

STOPS YOU THIS ABRUPTLy 

you've had a rather unpleasant 

RENDEZVOUS WITH A TREE. 



Snmcfall cumparison based on fitv-year avemgri from partinpating Utah. Cnlonuin ami Lake Tahoe ski arras 



No other mountain 

has as many sides. 



Ifeavenly 

1 I t I r I I I t 



1-800-2HEAVEN 
vjww. skiheavenly.com 

Cl; iterial 




LORD & TAYLOR'S HECHT'S STRAWBRIDGE'S KAUFMANN'S FILENE'S 

Cl 



MD COUNTS 




ESQ 9500 SLX 

Brave. Rugged. Indomitable. 
Solid stainless steel. Unidirectional 
elapsed time bezel. Swiss quartz. 
Sapphire crystal. Screw-down 
crown. Water resistant. Two-tone 
and all-steel watches and 
analog/digital chronographs, 
from $350 to $495. 




125 CHUBB AVENUE, LYNDHURST, NJ 07071 (201 ) 460-4800 



Cl 





Vict Pr*tl4«al/P«kll«li«r 

ANDREW W. CLURMAN 

Ad«*rll«lii| Dlr*cl*rt 

ALLEN P. CROLIUS - INDUSTRY 
ROBERT D. EISENHARDT - GENERAL 
MvtmiM MAMan dana sitilides 

929 Pearl SI.. Ste 200. Boulder. CO 80302 
(303) 448-7600 Fax (303) 442-6321 
MCMHIT »UUMm 

PHIL DUBOIS. IAN FERGUSON 
Adv Asst. SHARON GURY 

New Ycrk 

2 Park Ave,. 10th Fl.. New York. NY 10016 
(212) 779-5100 Fax (212) 779-5469 
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RIDING IS BELIEVING 




KEVIN MURRAY. JO-ANN MARTIN. RICHARD RASOR 
Adv. Asst. ROBIN FEINGOLO 

■■illagloi 

1350 Shelburne Rd.. Suile 260, S Burlington, VT 05403 
(802) 863-8287 Fax (802) 863-0529 
MIKE WOODS. Adv Asst LINDA BOESCH-RIDGELY 

Cklcaf* 

625 N, Michigan Ave,. Suite 1000. Chicago. IL 60611 
(312) 337-7717 Fax (312) 337-7449 
GREG FINN. Adv Asst. ELLEN WAGNER 

Oatnll 

4000 Town Center. Suite 1750. Southdeld. Ml 48075 
(810) 350-3800 Fax (810) 350-3557 
STEPHEN BARRY. Adv. Asst, LYNNE GUSHMAN 

The Water Garden. 2425 West Olympic Blvd.. 
Suite 5080W. Santa Monica. CA 90404-4031 
(310) 315-4375 Fax (310) 315-4377 
MARY JEAN CALLAHAN 
Adv. Asst. ROSINA ROTHMAN 

taa Fiaatlasa 

II Boardwalk One. Larkspur, CA 94939 
(415) 924-2249 Fax (415) 924-5385 
WILLIAM R, RUDE 

Mlaala 

IW ■«<l« Cf»M|l 

3384 Peachtree Rd., Ste, 825. Atlanta. GA 30326 
(404) 231-4588 Fax (404) 233-7796 
BARBARA L. BING, JOHN PEASLEY. STUART C. PLINER 

Toroala 



Michelle Hunt Is a true believer. She has seen the light. The Switch Autolock 550 
Mlled her faith In conventional strap bindings. Now Michelle rides the best 
performing snowboard bindings In the world. The time has come to Switch. 




t .f * * *• I' 




SWITCH MANUFACTURING P.O. BOX 77006 SAN FRANCISCO CA 9A107 
INFO AT: A1 5.547.7581 www.switch-sf.com 



— more compatible boot brands and styles to choose from 
than any other step-in system, look for boots with this mark. 



41 Britain St.. Ste. 303. Toronto. Ontario. Canada MSA 
1R7, (416) 363 1388 Fax (416) 363-2889 
GARY POWER. PENNY DICKENSON. 
LINDA GOSBEE. ALEX KINNINMONT 

taaclal Prajactt Rapiataatatlva 

MILA RIGGIO-HEINRICH. P.O. Box 4487. Ketchum. ID 
83340, Phone/Fax (208) 726-2227 



J REDDINGTON KENNEDY 
http://www, ski net.com/skiing 
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playing around 

A little friendly advice: Do as we do, not (only) as we say. 



Psst: Before you flash through the top- 10 
lists in our gear reviews and hustle off to the 
nearest ski shop, we have a little advice. 

Slow down. Buying gear should be more 
fun than that. We're flattered that you would 
trust our lest reports so thoroughly that 
you'd plunk down your cash on our say-so. 
But you owe it to yourself to do a Utile test- 
ing of your own. 

That's because the relationship between 
skier and ski is such a personal thing. 
When you ride a great ski, it seems to 
respond to your thoughts. You find yourself 
making belter turns, reaching higher 
speeds, and tackling tougher terrain than 
before. The right gear helps you become a 
better skier. The thing is. very rarely do all 
of our testers experience this rapture on 
the same model of ski. Each of us has our 
personal favorites. While our tests are as 
reliable and valid as we can possibly make 
them, you can't be sure that you'll share 
the consensus about a ski until you've 
taken it for a ride. 

In the past, thai hasn't been easy. You 
had to go to a ski shop and rent one pair of 
skis at a lime, often at a very high price. If 
you were lucky, you might have found a 
shop at a ski area where you could demo 
two or three skis a day. And if you were 
rea//y lucky, you might have stumbled upon 



a full-blown demo day. at which 
you could try several models 
from one or more companies. 

Lucky for you, the situation is 
different these days. Ski areas, 
equipment manufacturers, and 
Skiing magazine have all made it 
easier lo demo gear. Demo cen- 
ters have s[)routed like dande- 
lions in spring, and demo events 
are becoming more common. And 
as if that weren't enough. Skiino 
has teamed up with KSQ watches 
to host five "ESQ Ski with ihe 
Greats" events. These combine 
ski demos with the opportunity to 
ski with and learn from some 
great skiers. 

So, turn to the gear reviews, 
flash through the top- 10 lists, 
and compile a list of the gear 
that sounds interesting to you: 
hypercarvers, low-fals, race 
carvers, etc. But don't just take 
our word for it. Put this stuff to 
the test yourself. 



contributors 

Claire Walter (Hot Spots and Travel Advisory) 
has been a ski travel writer and Skiing con- 
tributor since 
the mid 'TOs. 
^ This season 

'1 IRI^ v^I ^'^^^ also 

1^ I' |K editing Travel 

Advisory, the 
column that 
inspired her 
1996 book, 
Skiing on a 
Budget (but 
not her new book, The Complete Idiot's 
Guide to Skiing, due out this fall.) Claire 
moved to Boulder nine years ago and conve- 
niently lives four blocks from our new offices. 
She has years of backcountry experience on 
us new arrivals. 

Brooks Freehlll (photography for "Hot Gear" 
and Trial Run) learned to ski at Wisconsin's 
Wllmot Mountain, near his home In Chicago. 





Then he moved West and switched to snow- 
boarding: "The learning curve Is quicker, and 
I don't have much time," he explains. When 
not shooting or riding, he builds custom 
Volkswagens, from Bugs and Ghlas to vans. 
His photography has also appeared In Inline 
and Gravity magazines. 

Paul Prince pulled 
together this 
year's Skiing 100, 
as he did last 
year, Paul's the 
right man for the 
Job: As former 
senior editor for 
copy, he has a pas- 

r slon for precision, 
^ and as a develop- 

Ing skier, he's 
taken his share of 
lessons. Alas, It's 
also his last 100 — when Skiing relocated 
from New York to Boulder, Colorado, Paul 
stayed behind, taking an edKorial posltk>n at 
HomePC magazine. 
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It's Really The Avis SuperValue 
Free Pactage. 

Our exhilarating ski package features special rates on a full 
line of qualit}' vehicles for rentals of three or more days. 
Ask for the Avis SuperValue Ski Package and receive 
a blizzard of valuable savings for one low inclusive 
price at participating Ski The West airport locations. 
Whate\'er car \'ou choose to rent, the features below- 
come with it absolutely free. 

Free Lift Ticket Receive one voucher good for an 
adult day lift ticket right at the rental counter, where 
applicable. And ski all day for free at your choice of the 
world-class ski resorts featured below. Voucher redeemable 
at resort lift ticket window. 

Free Subscription to "Ski" or "Skiing 
Magazine it s your choice, compliments 
of Avis. Just complete and mail in the coupon 
that's attached to your lift ticket voucher. SKIING 

Free Ski Rack Rental For your comfort and 
convenience, we'll also provide you with a useful 
ski rack rental, available on a wide variety of cars, 
at no extra charge. 

Free World Ski Card The new Avis 
SuperValue Ski Package gives you the World 
Ski Card free, good for generous discounts 
on ski rentals, ski lessons, and lots more. 

Free Unlimited Mileage No matter which Avis car 
you select, there's no mileage charge. So, go ahead, feel 
free to see and do it all. 

Free Call The Avis SuperValue Ski Package is now 
available at participating Avis Ski The West airport locations 
from November 1, 1997 through April 30, 1998. Higher rates 
or surcharges apply during holiday and other peak periods. 
Cars and car groups are subject to availabiltv'. and limited at 
this rate. Advance reservations required. To recei\e the 
Avis SuperValue Ski Package, ask for rate code TQ when 
calling your travel consultant or the toll free Avis Ski 
Reser\ ation Hotline at 1-888-SK1-1212. 

TTie slopes are calling. And you ^ 
should be, too. 
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KEYSTONE RESORT 
CUtORADO 
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SKI RESORT 
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BACK TALK 



A-i- Instructors 

I had the exccplional good luck last 
March to receive a ski lesson from Ciail 
Plunkel. one of your picks for Ihe coun- 
try's top 100 ski instructors ["The 
Skiinc, 100." September 1996). Your 
choice was a wise one. Gail was palicni 
and extremely helpful. She needed id 
be. I'm 76 and still struggling, while my 
skiing partner, a good skier, is 73. 

Gail taught us to handle the new 
shaped skis and even convinced us to 
switch to them next season. Greek 
Peak is lucky to have her. 

Raymond VV. Hackbarth 
Syracuse, New York 



she met another skier who had just had 
the same experience: While unloading 
from the lift a boarder rode over the 
back of her skis, causing her to fall. She 
also blew out her knee and will face 
surgery and lengthy rehabiliialion. 

Two blown-out knees caused by 
l)oarders sharing chairs with skiers on 
the same day at a medium-sized New 
England ski area? It makes one pause 
and wonder how often this type of event 
occurs. Skiers, boarders, resort man- 
agement, and owners must consider 
this issue and how to respond thereto. 

Daniel G. llovaneslan 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 



1 just wanted to say thanks for "The 
Skunci 100." I was looking for an 
instructor in the Lake Tahoe area and 
spotted the name of Tim Reeve at 
Squaw Valley. My two-hour lesson w ith 
him changed my whole skiing life. He is 
by far the best instructor 1 have ever 
had. I went from being timid and 
unsure of my abilities to confident and 
assured. In short. 1 wasn't disappoint- 
ed. Please include him in your next list 
of the best — it's where he belongs. 

Douglas Ryan 
Chicago, Illinois 

Thanks for your feedback, and be stiiv 
10 check out this year's list on /'.//.v 
102. You might see some familur 
names. — Ed. 

Chalrllft Malpractice 

In January. I was skiing in Nrw 
Hampshire with my friend. Terri, She 
was in the middle of a triple chair, with 
a teenage snowboarder to her left. 
When exiling the chairlifl, the snow- 
boarder, assumably inadvertently, |iul 
his board on the back of her skis, caus- 
ing her to have a traumatic fall aiid 
rupture her ACL. She required major 
reconstructive knee surgery and ;i 
rehabilitation period of appro.ximaicK 
six months. 

While in the first-aid room that das. 



Position Wanted 

1 was inspired by Nicholas Howe's 
story about on-lhe-hill food |"He Dined 
with His Boots On." February I997|. 
Please tell me how Mr. Howe got this 
job and where I should go to sign uj). Do 
you need a contributing editor from 
Alaska? Your "Private Lessons" section 
has helped me "supercharge" my skiing 
over the past few years, so I can keep 
up with the big boys. 

Robin Smith 
Fairbanks, Alaska 



I MiiCTui (nnuT itunus 
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Sorry. Rol)ln. Inn we're afraid "keeping 
up " won't quite cut it. )ou see. Mr. 
Howe is the /fe Hm s. — /•,'(/. 
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Letters to the editor must Include the 
writer's full name and address to be consid- 
ered for publication. Letters are subject to 
editing for style and length. Requests for 
information must Include a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. 




UPUFTING EXPERIENCES 

Serious, a teensy Austrian resort 
near the Swiss and Italian borders, 
marches to its own drummer. 
When villagers decided that 
automobiles 
were destroy- 
ing their tran- 
quillity, they 
all but banned 
private cars in 
town and built a three-quarter- 
mile subway from the visitor's 
parking lot to the lifts. And when 
' they replaced a slow. low<npaci- 
ty cable car with a newer, faster 
I one, they repainted the old 
! tram and kept it running just for 




children's ski classes. Now the kids 
don't have to stand eyeball- 
to-belly button in a cable cor full 
of adults. — Clcaie Walter 




While discussing a proposed new 
ski, K2's Darian Boyle suggested a 
high-end ladies' model similar to an 
existing ski for expert males — but 
with different graphics. Brad Holmes 
suggested the name The Secret" 
When asked why, he said, "Because 
it's strong enough for a man but made 
for a woman." 
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SKI AREA ACQUISITIONS 



OTTEN 



TAKES ANOTHER TURN 




Les Otten j/; i 



In the great Monopoly game of ski-area ownership, Les 
Otten and his American Skiing Company have rolled the dice 
again, buying the equivalent of Marvin Gardens and 
Pennsylvania Avenue — Steamboat Ski Resort in Colorado 
and Heavenly Ski Resort, located on the California and 
Nevada state line. The price was $288.3 million. 

The acquisition establishes American Skiing Company 
even more firmly as one of the largest Alpine resort opera- 
tors in the world. It dominates New England, where it owns Mount Snow/Haystack, Killington/Pico, 
and Sugarbush in Vermont; Attitash Bear Peak in New Hampshire; and Sunday River and 
Sugarloaf/USA in Maine. These areas account for 25 percent of the skier visits in New England. In 
July, ASC also closed its purchase of The Canyons (formerly Wolf Mountain, formerly ParkWest) in 
Utah. Otten has intimated that some sort of all-ASC-resorts ski pass was conceivable. 

Since the Heavenly and Steamboat deal is not expected to close until October, Skip King, ASC's 
director of communications, said that skiers wouldn't notice a lot of ASC-induced changes at the 
resorts this year. "Both Steamboat and Heavenly were already putting in new lifts before our acqui- 
sition," he noted. 

Since Monopoly money is not widely negotiable, how has ASC managed to finance its acqui- 
sitions of the past two years? "The capital markets are in great shape, our company bonds are 
trading well, and we feel like we're in excellent position going forward," says Otten. Spoken like 
a true player on a buying spree. — A.N. 




Smooth Johnson — Master of the carve 

THE LUGE. 

WHAT THE HELL KIND OF EVENT 
5 THAT? I THINK IT WAS JUST SOME 
RUSTRATED AUSTRIAN WHO COULDN'T 
MASTER THE CARVE, SO HE INVENTED A 
SPORT WHERE HE COULD TAKE THE 
SCARY TURNS LYING DOWN. 




THE NEW RADIUS K 

This ullimate all-mountain ski is part of our 
award-winning Breakthrough Series of 
new-shaped skis. It's extremely versatile 
in all conditions and it'll raise your skiing to 
a new level So. if you 'd rather not take the 
scary turns lying down — get a pair And 
you too can become master of the carve. 
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SWEET CHARITY 

Lcdce Plaad needs an estimated 
$20 million icx a new bobsled- 
luge-skeleton track to remain a 
true winter sports playland. To 
help raise the cash, U.S. Luge 
Lvrants donors to buy 
kGlenora Wineries' wines. 
iFor every case of 
k Bobsled Red (a fine 
k complement to bufla- 
'lo wings and pizza). Luge 
Rouge, and Skeleton Bfcmc it sells, 
Qenora will donate $6 to h^ 
build the track. Just look for the^ 
bobsledders, lugeis, and skeleton 
racers on the labels. 

— ftruJ McMonis 
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MAKE A MOUNTAIN OUT OF 
A MOLEHIU 

Ski area marketing types are noto- 
rious for pcsdding their vertioal-dr(p 
figures, espedally in the Midwest, 
where hills rarely stand 
higher than 400 feet, 
and where every inch 
counts. But skiers who 
notice that Michigan 
giant Schuss Mountain s 
figures ore suspiciously 
higgler than last year's 
are in for a surprise. 
Schuss IS a full 40 feet 
higher this year than 
last. That's because 
the resort excavated 
300.000 cubic yards of 
dirt from a new golf 
course and trucked it to 
the top of the mountain. 
The resulf A nine per- 
cent increase in vertical 
drcp, c±)out sDc Midwest- 
sized short-swing tums 
wortti. Schuss ain't so 
shcdiay anymore. — Charles Glass 
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returns 



At ttie beginning of last season, Picabo Street had won 
two World Cup downhill season titles in a row and was 
favored to win a third. She was so dominant in the 
sport that she threatened to give her name to an era. 
Then, 10 days into the season, her goal was... to learn 
to play the piano. 

Picabo had torn her ACL. The injury is common and 
the surgery is routine; it's attitude that counts. Picabo 
decided right away that this was karma: it was to teach 
her that racing isn't just trophies. 

Back on snow as of July, her plans to compete this 
year are almost 100 percent. She's decided that the 
Olympics aren't everything. 

"I have World Cups that are big for me. For example, 
I'm going to win Cortina this year; I'm expecting that of 
myself. It is the most awesome downhill, and the Italians 

have signs for everyone, and they cheer for everyone. It's just straight-up competition, and the people are so 
into it, and I love the course so much, and so I expect a lot of myself in Cortina." 

Picabo also plans to add the Super G to her armory. "I want to win the Super G at the World Cup finals: 
I'll go there with that in mind. If you get used to setting big goals, going somewhere, then when you look at 
the Olympics it's familiar territory." 

With the same determination, she's learned to play the piano. "My mom taught me to play the waltz dou- 
ble-handed. She's got the bottom with two hands, and I've got the top with two hands. I would sit at the piano 
and do it until I got it! And when I say I learned it, I learned \l You know what I mean?" 

Downhill racers of the world know what Picabo Street means. — Nicholas Howe 




Picabo: ACL repaired, lessons learned, ready to race. 



THE 



S K I 



LIFE 



S I T T 1 N G PR ETTY 



"h was a classic 
lightbulb idea, ' says 
Jeff Theobaki about 
the irispiration for 
his Aspen-based 
Reeski Furniture 
Co. Back in 1992 
Theobaki was wash- 
ing windows to sup- 
port his skiing habit 
when he overtieard 

a client benwaning Aspen's weather, which destroyed 
his deck furniture eve»y year, necessitating its replace- 
ment at a cost of $5,000. 

Theobaki Mas wondering wfiat type of materials couki 
stand up to the weatfier wfien it hit him: skis and snow- 
boards. "Skis and boards are weatherproof and make for 
great materials because the equipment is intended to 




stand up to yeara of 
skiing — which 
amounts to a ifelime 
of sitting," he say& 

His resulting line 
of furniture has 
expanded from the 
original Adirondack 
chair to include bar 
stools, coat racks, 
punk: tables, k» 
scrapers, rocking chairs, and toilet-paper hokJers. 
Materials are cheap: Reeski acquires second-quality skis 
and boards for little nxxe than the cost of shipping. Supply 
is no problem; Theobaki estimates tfiat he has a 1 6-ton 
cache of equipment, whch alfows him to accommodate 
brand-specific requests for his products. To request 
your own, call 800-826-5447.-A«chae/ Mrade 
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IN THEM THAR 
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You won t tind any rhmestone-encrusted snovvsuits in our lost and found Instead, you're more 
likely to tind people making a statement with their skis and snowboards People who care more 
about our 2 400 acres ot trees, moguls and the Intamous Copper Bowl than, say how they 
look in the lift line It this sounds like you, then this is your mountain It s just 75 
miles from Denver, And a million miles from the runways of Paris For details 
about our winter packages, call 800-458-8386 ext 1, www.ski-copper.com. 
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MAGELLAN'S LATEST VOYAGES 

How many folks can say they've 
visited oil seven continents (includ- 
ing a trip to the South Pole), ndden 
in a nuclear submarine and the 
Space Shuttle, spent the night at the 
White House (okay, that's an easy 
one), and skied every area in 
Colorado? Magellan T. Bear has— 
and more, Magellan, a fuzzy, blue 
teddy bear, teaches geography to 
the students at Elk Creek 
Elementary 
School in Pine 
Creek. Cbkjrcsjo, 
by sending 
them postcards 
from all over the 
world. United Airlines sponsors 
Magellan, having flown him to 22 
countries on five continents in 
1993 alone. His flight on the 
space shuttle Discovery earned 
Magellan a residency at the 
Smithsoruan s National Air and 
Space Museum later this year. 
But like any jet-setter who's 
about to be grounded, Magellan 
got in one last fling: a ski trip 
around Colorado, courtesy of 
Colorado Ski Country USA, the 
state where his adventures 
began. — C.W. 




Magellan T. Bear skis Winter 
Park with Denver Bronco Billy 
Thompson and tiends. 





BERTHOUp 
REBORN 



Pass, 

the defunct ski area 
on the Continental 
Divide in Colorado, is poised to reopen— again. The 
resort, a little over an hour's drive west of Denver, fell 
upon hard times and closed in the early '90s. 

Now its newest owners, the Berthoud Pass 
Recreation Corporation, hope to start loading skiers 
onto chairiifts this winter. 

The BPRC started renovations on the abandoned 
lodge and received U.S. Forest Service approval to open the area arxi run lifts during the sumnfier. 
Approval for winter operations is pending. 

While the lifts have stood idle, Berthoud Pass has been a mecca for backcountry skiers. The area offers 
some of the best powder skiing in the state, virtth easy access to steep, avalanche-prone terrain. "It couW 
be right up there with Crested Butte," says avalanche forecaster and avid Berthoud skier Dan Tobin of the 
Pass' steep gullies, bowls, and tree skiing. 

Alas, Berthoud's avalanche danger has led the Forest Service to express reservations about reopen- 
ing the area. "There have been a lot of ctose calls," says Tobin, "including one instance when 1 0 snow- 
boarders were caught in one sikte. They were lucky that no one was killed. The avalanche hazard in this 
area is huge." 

Ironically, th'is is also reason to reopen the ski area: It could be safer having a functk>ning ski area that 
maintains avalanche control and skier access to sikfe-prone tenain. 

For fans of small, funky ski areas, Berthoud offers hope that not every resort in Cotorado wnll become 
Disr>eyland on snow. But don't count on your next trip to be at the Pass— just yet— Tom Winter 

COMPETITION 

Au revoir, alphand 

"Luc," says U.S. Ski teamster Tommy Moe, "is a supercool 
guy." That expresses the opinion of pretty much everyone in 
World Cup circles: Luc Alphand is not only a great downhill 
champion — including the 1997 overall World Cup champi- 
on — but he also has been a gracious and gregarious model 
of sportsmanship, and one of the most popular competitors 
on the circuit. 

This is why he will be missed: Early this summer, 
Alphand announced his retirement after a decade of World 
Cup racing. With his wife expecting their third child in the 
fall, he's ready to fill the role of at-home family man. 

Alphand's announcement came just a few months after 
American racer Hilary Lindh, the current world downhill 
champion, called it quits. It is always great to go out a win- 
ner, but the twin retirements still beg the question: Why 
retire just before an Olympic year? 

The simple truth is that each had wearied of the rigors of 
training and the pressure and incessant demands of World 
Cup racing. Alphand is 32; Lindh had been on the U.S. Ski 

Team for 13 years. And both seem to have achieved their ski-racing goals. Alphand has his downhill and 
overall World Cups; Lindh has an Olympic downhill medal (silver, from Albertville in '92) to accompany 
her gold at the World Championships. 

As Alphand said, "It was going to be hard for me to do any better. It's better to stop on top." He 
could afford to retire: With lucrative, multiyear sponsorship contracts lined up, he and his family are 
financially secure. Now, for Luc Alphand, the time has come to face a new challenge: Becoming a 
supercool father. — Peter Oliver 




The 1997 World Cup finals at Vail, Luc's 
last hurrah. 
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This automobile doesn't start at $36,625* It's $36,625 loaded. So 



into the cockpit and Peel the leather and 



al-overhead-cam V8 and 



want to Feel, you won't be surprised. At 



the price, at least. y^l^i^Oi^y^ 




Oldsmobile 



1-800-718-7778 www.auroracarcom 



S.R.P. Tax and license extra 
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The 

Skiing Rak>bi 



If you think you have it rough organiz- 
ing skis, boots, poles, and assorted 
gear for your ski vacation, imagine 
what Rabbi Benzion Scheinfeld goes 
through when he takes 20 teenagers 
skiing in New Zealand and sightseeing 
in Australia every summer. In addition 
to ski gear, Scheinfeld, an Orthodox 
Jewish rabbi, collects 40 crates of 
food, pots, paper plates, toaster 
ovens, and everything else he needs to 
provide kosher meals three times a 
day. He gets a culinary break only 
when the group hits Melbourne, 
Australia, with its kosher restaurants 
and Orthodox hosting families. 



This was the third summer Scheinfeld has organized 
Camp Kanfei Nesharim (Wing of Eagles), which he describes 
as "a five-week ski tour and Torah-learning adventure." The 
group skis in New Zealand, spends 10 days in Australia for 
scuba diving and other activities, and makes stops in Hawaii 
and California. The teens also pray three times a day, study 
the Torah, and strictly keep the Sabbath. 

"I love skiing," Scheinfeld says. "It touches something spe- 
cial in life and gets us in touch with the beauty of the world." 
During the winter, the Teaneck, New Jersey, resident stays in 
touch at Hunter Mountain. As soon as the Sabbath ends at 
sundown Saturday, he heads north. Scheinfeld also conducts 
services during the High Holy Days at the synagogue in Hunter. 

The Down Under camp is not cheap at $4,850, but who 
can put a price on spiritual illumination? For information, call 
201 -833-0310.— Par Kavanaugh 




SKIING SCAMS 

THAT PAlLGD 

Everybody loves a deal, especially college students. And last season, at least 75 collegians pur- 
chased season passes at unbelievably low prices. Problem was, the passes weren't exactly legal. 

Using a computer scanner, a camera, a copier, and a little paste, enterprising counter- 
feiters were selling forged passes on the campuses of the University of Vermont, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, University of New Haven, and other colleges; for prices 
ranging from $ 1 0 to $300 for the realistic fakes. 

"Technology caught up with us last year," says 
Killington controller Larry Jensen, "but our lift 
operators did a great job catching the thieves." 
(Lifties at Killington got a $1 00 bounty for every 
phony pass they snagged; $25 each at Stowe; 
and $50 at Okemo.) 

Once the resorts caught on, they cracked 
down. "We take pass fraud very seriously and 
prosecute under Vermont's Theft of Services 
law," says Okemo's general manager Don 
MacAskill. Resorts have been successful, too. 
A 2 1 -year-old University of Vermont student, 
who was believed to be selling counterfeit 
passes (he had 1 3 phony Stowe passes in his 
possession), received a two-year deferred 
sentence; he was also required to make a 
$3,000 restitution payment to Stowe and to 
complete 100 hours of community service. 
Similarly, at Okemo, two convicted counter- 
feit passholders were required to pay full price 
for a season pass and to perform community service.— P.M. 
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CHILEAN TRAGEDY 

In early ,\uyusi. ;i hflicoplcr 
crash in the .Andes near 
I'ortillo. Chile, claimed ihc lives 
of T.R. Youngstrom. a 31-year- 
old photographer from Telluride, 
Culorado. and Himma I'into. a 
Chilean pilot. Filmmaker Steve 
Winter. 29. of Keel Adsenlure 
I'ilms. suffered a broken back, 
ind extreme skier Selh Morrison. 
22. suffered a head injury, a 
broken sternum, and a bruised 
heart. Both are from Crested 
Butte. Colorado. (Jregory Harms, 
who was guiding the group, also 
Nur\ive(l with minor injuries. For 
years. Youngsirom s work has 
been apiH'aring in Skiinc. fonder. 
Ski. Freeze, and Backpacker 
More recently, he and Winter had 
iM'en working together as photo 
editors for Freeze. — LD. < 
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TAGHeuer 



THE EDGE OF 



Game Creek Bowl, Vail, 



3:00 P. M. 



Trace 
worthington 



7-TiME World Freestyle Champion. 



"Accuracy and precision 



are imperative when 
performing aerials. To 
triumph the mountain, 
split- second decisions are 



the means to my success." 







Chad 
Fleischer 



Olympian. 



1996 US Alpine National Downhill Champion. 



"A forty foot drop 
can feel like eternity. 
Adrenaline, fear and timing 
are what I face everyday. 



I demand perfection and 



so does the mountain." 





TAG Heuer 6000 Chronograph In Stainless Steel. 



$2200. 



I'.ed material 




Barrett Christy 



Vail/tag Heuer Snowboard Team Member 



1997 US Open Halfpipe And Big Air Champion 



Snowboarding is all 



about balance and vision. 



If you can visualize it, 
you can do it." 



The New TAG Heuer Kirium in Stainless Steel. 



$1395 




Copyright^ mamrial 



NTRODUCING ThE KiRIUM SeR I- iEf; 



■i 'if- 




"SUP • :; , 

TAGHeuer 

SWISS MADE SINCE 1860 . '; 

Official timekeeper of Vail & Beaver Creek® 



ALPINE CIRCUS 



AROUND 

COWBOY AND SKI-BUM CULTURES 
COLLIDE IN THE ODD SPORT OF 



SKIJORING. 

BY MICHAEL FINKEL 




Last winter, during a 
lull t)et\vpen snow- 
storms. 1 decided to 
become the national sicijor- 
ing champion. I'd never been 
champion of anything before, 
not even in Little League, 
and a championship title 
seemed a good thing to have. 
I mean, look what it's done 
for Tiger Woods. I'm willing 
to bet he's not worried about 
the price of lift tickets. 

So I set my sights on ski- 
joring. Why skijoring? Well, 
truth is. although I greatly 

SKIJORING (SHOWN HERE 
AT STEAMBOAT) IS EQUAL 
PARTS WATERSKHNG, SNOW 
SKHNG, HORSEBACK RIDING, 
AND BODY SLAMMING. 



desired to be some sort of champion. I didn't want to become 
one at the expense of powder days. I'm a dedicated ski bum — 
training for another winter sport doesn't fit into my schedule. 
Skijoring, though I'd never actually tried it. seemed like some- 
thing I could just, you know. do. Even belter, the National 
Finals Ski-Joring Races are held each March in Red Lodge. 
Montana, a short drive from my home. I figured I could cruise 
down to Red Lodge on Friday night, capture the title, and 
make it home for first chair Monday morning. 

That settled, a few weeks before the 1997 event, I set 
about assembling a team. Skijoring, after all. is a team effort: 
two humans, one horse. (The sport has its origins in 
Scandinavia, where reindeer were used instead of horses.) 
The way it works is that one person rides the horse, the horse 
pulls the other person, who's on skis, via a long rope, and the 
skier negotiates a racecourse. Simple. All I needed was a 
cowboy, preferably one with a speedy horse. Through a friend 
of a friend of a friend. I was introduced to Scott Madsen. a 1 7- 
year-old high-school rodeo star and a native of Montana. 
Plans were made to meet the morning of the finals at the Red 
Lodge rodeo grounds. 




ROOKIE si:' " ^' " ■ 

MATES: FINKEL (AT LEFT) 
AND TRAPPER (AT RIGHT). 



If a cattle auction and a 
Grateful Dead concert and a 
ski swap had inadvertently 
been booked at the same time 
in the same arena, the 
resulting throng would have 
resembled the crowd (hat 
gathered for the finals. Horse 
trailers were parked beside 
VW buses; cowboy boots 
shelved next to ski twols. 
There were leather chaps 
and Gore-Tex bibs: handlebar 
mustaches and wispy goa- 
tees: shredded Carhartts and 
lime-green Marmots: venison 
sausages and veggie burritos. 

The little town of Red 
Lodge, which is itself an 
intriguing bouillabaisse of 
redneck and yuppie life- 
styles, has been staging the 
skijoring championships for 
15 years. In the beginning, 
only a handful of people 
showed up, and the grand 
prize was a T-shirt. Last 
year, total prize money in the 
open division of the finals 
was $7,000. and 80 teams 
arrived from seven states 
and one Canadian province. 

It was a cold, overcast 
day. graupel spitting 
from the sky. Typical 
Montana weather. The air 
smelled like horse poop. I 

COMTIMDED OM PAGE ZOB 



X 

o 



OCTOBKR 1997 SKIIKG 

Cl 



hEALTH/FITIMESS 




EDITED BY HELEN OLSSON 




Yoga improves (lexll)ilily and endurance, and might just give you tlie mental 
edge you need when standing alop a 15 foot cornice. 



After Standing in llic Single Wliip 
posture for two minutes, your 
right thigh starts to ache. After 
five minutes, it's starting to tremble, as 
sweat tricides down your hack. After 
1 5, the rest of your body is relaxed, but 
your leg is shaking violently; "burning 
in." your lai chi teacher calls it. This is 
good for your skiing. 

So are other Asian arts like yoga 
and aikido. exercise systems that, for 
many people, smack of tofu and crys- 
tals more than bumps and sleeps. 
"They all offer increased flexibility and 
balance," says John Atkins, rehab 
director and athletic trainer at the 
Steadman Hawkins Clinic in Vail. 
"Martial arts help tremendously in 
sports like skiing that place a high 
premium on single-leg balance." 

In the States, we've got two images 
of martial arts. One is kick-ass, kung- 
fu cool, Jackie Chan-style. The other is 
dumb-ass lame: A deluded dork makes 



Bruce Lee noises and then gets 
punched out by, say. Dirty Harry. But 
martial arts and yoga can also be awe- 
some cross-training regimens. As the 
head conditioning coach and trainer 
for the U.S. Ski Team during the glory 
years ('78-'84), Atkins taught ski rac- 
ers like Tamara McKinney and the 
Mahre brothers tae kwon do. which 
he'd studied while serving in Vietnam. 
And PSIA, the instructors' organiza- 
tion, has hired fitness consultant 
Adrian Crook, whose workouts are 
based on traditional Chinese exercises, 
to help train the nation's ski teachers. 

Atkins and others say these prac- 
tices help develop not only balance 
and flexibility but also strength, body 
awareness, and aerobic capacity. In 
other words, just what skiers need. 
Here, then, is a look at the different 
Asian disciplines worth considering 
for ski fitness. Leave the crystals at 
home, though — you're going to sweat. 



spinal trap 

To the snowboarder teetering on the lip of a 
20-foot, Ice-covered ledge deep In the 
Stowe woods, the upcoming jump looked, 
well, a bit thin. Clad In regulation rider 
Rasta, he tentatively edged forward as a 
friend yelled from below, "Remember, man, 
Jah will get you through." 

Unfortunately, the deity hadn't sufficiently 
prepared the outrun. The rider launched and 
cratered mightily on the flat-as-a-pancake 
landing. You could say he was BAFL'd. As in, 
"Big Air, Flat Landing." 

This neat acronym for a compression 
fracture of the lower back was coined by Glen 
Neale, an orthopedic surgeon and medical 
• ^3 FLASH 



adviser to the ski patrols 
at Stowe and Mad River Glen, Last winter, 
some two dozen snowboarders showed up In 
the emergency room at Copley Hospital, in 
Morrisville, Vermont, where Neale works. 

"They're young kids, and they're Jumping 
off everything," Neale says. The force of hitting 
a flat surface combined with a forward flexing 
at the waist on impact compresses the verte- 
brae. When a fracture results, the cost of buck- 
ing can be considerable: a small brace worn 
around the trunk, no sports for as many as six 
months, and, in some cases, back surgery. But, 
Neale continues, "the real issue is long-term 
problems when they're 40 or 50 years old. " 

Neale Is working on a paper on the BAFL 
syndrome, which will likely popularize the 
term. But he's already hearing that the phe- 
nomenon itself is all too common in other 
parts of the country.— ./ofin Dostal 
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Vail. You've admired her Back Bowls , her 
4,100 acres of powdery terrain, her ten 
high speed quads and her new Eagle 
Bahn gondola. You know she's been 
named the best ski resort in the US 
over and over again. And you know 
her season lasts six spectacular months. 
A place so renowned in skiing lore, 
everyone must experience it at least 
once. And that's never enough. Plus, Vail 
has joined with Keystone, Breckenridge 
and Beaver Creek , you can experience 
four world-class resorts with one ticket. 

1-800-934-8981 
(www.vail.snow.com) 

INEVITABLY 

EVERYGREAT LOVE 

MUST BE CONSUMMATED. 

I 
I 

ONCE IS NEVER ENOUGH. , 
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In yoga, which originated in 
India, practitioners go through a 
long progression of stretches, 
moving smoothly from posture to 
posture and breathing deeply 
throughout. "I believe yoga 
keeps me in the mental and 
physical state necessary for my 
work," says Gary Ashurst, 42, a 
ski guide and climber in La 
Grave, France. Besides the men- 
tal benefits, like being able to 
stay focused in precarious situa- 
tions, Ashurst says yoga has 
helped prevent injuries: "With 
greater flexibility in the hips, the 
knees are not asked to do some- 
thing they are not designed for." 
Namely, twist. Ashurst says yoga 
gives him a healthy way to warm 
up before a day of skiing 
and builds endurance. 
Others agree. "1 go out 
snowboarding on a pow- 
der day from 9 to 4. and 
I'm still ready for more, 
when other people are 
dropping," says Jill 
Barr-Laggis. 40. a 
snowboard instructor 
who teaches Ashtanga, 
a dynamic, strength-building 
form of yoga, in Crested Butte. 



bump field, and so does aikido." 
At 51. Crum has been teaching 
this Japanese martial art for 25 
years, and teaching skiing since 
the early 'SOs. Aikido has an 
overtly spiritual side, but what 
you see at a dojo, or practice 
hall, might look more like peo- 
ple getting slammed into mats 
and pinned. In fact, they are. 
Then again, learning to fall 
safely could benefit skiers. 
Practice aikido. says Crum, and 
you'll end up with a "heightened 
sensitivity from foot to ski. and 
ski to snow." 



TAl CHI 



"Tai chi trains you to relax in the 
heat of the moment." says Bruce 
Carlson. 44. a dentist and tele- 
marker who lives in Lansing. 




You can get powerful quads and great balance from Tai Chi. 



"Balance in movement." says 
Aspen ski instructor Tom Crum 
when asked how aikido helps 
skiers. "Skiing requires balance 
within action, spontaneously 
responding to a patch of ice or a 



Iowa. The ability to stay bal- 
anced and relaxed while moving 
is key to skiing, but not much you 
do at the gym works on the skill. 

Tai chi usually sparks an 
image of senior citizens perform- 
ing slow moves in the park at 
dawn. But this Chinese martial 
art includes moves that can 
build incredible leg strength. Tai 
chi demands smooth weight 
shifts from one foot to the other 
while the upper body remains 
quiet. Sound familiar, skiers? 
Carlson says it even makes his 
transition to altitude easier: "1 
go to the Rockies every winter, 
and I don't gasp like 1 used to. I 
ski longer days and really hit it 
hard." — Jerry Beilinson 

Aikido, a Japanese martial art, can help you 
ski — and tall — better. 

For more Health/Fitness Items, 

check out 
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"Feel his skin," cooed a friend of mine. 'Oooh,' said anottier. 
"It's so soft." And It wasn't Just my skin that had been 
buffed. After a marathon session at Snowbird's Cliff Spa, 
Including a massage, herbal wrap, facial, and scalp treat- 
ment, every muscle, nerve, and brain cell In my body feK 
soothed. It was glorious. 

Welcome to the best apr6s-ski activity since sipping 
champagne in a hot tub. Equal parts luxury, fitness aid, and 
holistic healing, spas can help smooth out the kinks and 
knots from a day on 
the slopes and prepare 
you to tackle the next 
day's vertical. 

Moving far beyond 
ttie basic massage, sld- 
area spas from 
Topnotch at Stowe to 
Cordillera near Vail are 
now offering sophisti- 
cated treatments: aro- 
matherapy, salt-glow 
body rubs, seaweed 
facials, and more. The 
Solace spa in the Banff 
Springs Hotel, for exam- 
ple, offers hert)al wraps 
to detoxify stressed 
muscles as well as mineral-rich 
"kur" baths designed to 
improve drculatkm and moMlity. The Peaks at Telluilde uses 
native botankals like rose hips and chamomile in Its baths and 
scnibs to help guests unwind. 

Skiers can opt for single treatments or even book a skl- 
and-spa vacation package that Includes lodging, lift tickets, 
and dally spa treatments at such legeiKiary resorts as 
Gstaad and Zemiatt. 

If it all sounds a bit indulgent, well, It is. But there are also 
health benefits amM ttie bliss, such as better circulation, 
increased flexibility, and knvered stress levels. And If you feel 
better, you miglit ski better, too. The day after my CIHf Spa 
experience, my siding was as smooth as my skin. — Rob Utvitt 

account ior up to 40 percent. 




Mountains and manages: The 
Cliff Spa at Snowbird. 



getting a LEG UP 

To find an instruction program near you, the best place to start is the 
Yellow Pages; check under "Schools," "Karate," or "Yoga." Most 
schools will allow you to observe a class before signing up. If instruc- 
tors scream at students, people are getting hurt, or you're promised a 
black belt within a year, try another outfit. If Aspen is in your travel 
plans, you can sign up for Tom Crum's Magic of Skiing (970-925-7099), 
a weeklong workshop that combines aikido philosophies and skiing. If 
you can't make it to Aspen or anywhere else, you can always get a 
video. There's Ski Conditioning wHh Tai Chi ($2S; 888458-VIOEO) and 
Adrian Crook's /nflex ($40; 800-463-5393).-/B. ^ 



www.skinet.com/health/index.html 
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Don't let the charm of Victorian 
architecture fool you. Colorado's 
largest historic district might be 
quaint, but tame it ain't. Cruise down 
Main Street and you'll find every kind 
of cafe, shop, bistro and restaurant 
imaginable. Together with a music • • 
scene that could keep you up all 
hours. But save some for tomorrow. 
Now that Breckenridge has joined 
forces with Keystone, Vail and Beaver 
Creek* you can ski four world 
renowned resorts with one ticket. 

1-800-800-BREC 
www.breckcnridge.snow.com 

A WORD OF ADVICE FOR 

THE FIRST TIME BRECKENRIDGE VISITOR: 

PACE YOURSELF. 

BRECKENRIDGE 

COLD RUSH TOWN. PURE RUSH MOUNTAIN. 
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NEW PLAGES IN TOWN 




Skiers do nol live on slopes alone. Everyone needs a place 
lo hang out and lo sleep, and ihis summer's ski-country 
hotel developments and expansions might put a tilt on 
where you go. 

There's no huge, opu- 
lent knockout like last 
year s Chateau Tremblant. 
but rather a variety of new 
small and midsize projects 
as well as the usual slew 
of renovations. The 
biggest current projects, 
are the .American Skiing 
Company's club-style 
hotels, which are being 
built as fast as the 
company can secure per- 
mits (Sunday River. Mount 
Snow. .Atlitash Bear Peak. » ^ ^ 
and Killington are under 

Saddle Ridge townhomes in Big Sky. 




construction). Otherwise, new lodging projects range from a 
total of 326 well-located units in two new Whistler Village hotels 
to four stunning condominiums above Big Sky's ski school and 

lift ticket office. 

Below are some of the 
most noteworthy projects. 
Most completions are 
expected before Christ- 
mas. Unless indicated 
otherwise, we've put in 
the nightly per-unit or 
per-room rate. This is for 
ease of comparison: many 
properties offer good mul- 
liday price breaks, pack- 
ages that include lift 
tickets, low-season val- 
ues, and other extras. 

—C.W. 

with Cindv Hirschfeld 
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Location 



CaHfomia 

Crested Butte, 
Colorado 



Keystone. 
Colorado 



Lodging 



Embassy Vacation 
Resort Lake Tahoe 

Crested Butte 
Marriott Resort 

Sheraton Hotel 
at Crested Butte 

Keystone Lodge 



What's New 



102 studio, 1-, and 2-bedroom condo units 



The former Grande Butte Hotel completely 
refurbished, including a new exercise facility 

Former MountainLair Hotel upgraded with 
115 suites, pool, restaurant, and bar 

Complete renovation of the lodge's 
152 rooms 



Rates 



3 



$139-$389 



Rooms. S10O-S250: 
suites. $170-5370 

Rooms. S80-S175: 
suites. $90-5200 

$215-$255 



Info/Reservations 



800-737-9884 
916-5414122 

800-544^448 



800-544«448 



800-222-0188 



Steamboat. 
Colorado 



Sihrer Mill 130 condos. from studio to 3 bedrooms. 

at Rher Run at the base of the gondola 

Ramada Inn Westem-themed motor inn, with 23 rooms and 

45 suites, 2 miles from the slopes 



$210-$885 



Rooms, S79-$159: 
suites, $119-$279 



800-222-0188 



800-SKI-TOWN 
(www.800skitown.com) 



Telluride. 
Colorado 



Camel's Garden 32-foom luxury hotel, next to gondola In town: 

Hotel with fireplaces In each room, spa and steam 

room, and 23-foot-long hot tub 



standard rooms, $210-5300: 
deluxe rooms, $275-$405; 
suites. $340-$48S 



888-772-2635 



Vail, 

Colorado 



The Lodge at Vail 



Schweitzer Mountain, Lazier Center 
Idaho 



International Wing, with 19 guest rooms and 
suites, and 3.30O^uare-foot penthouse 



8 siopeside condos. each with 2 bedrooms 



Rooms. $330-5570: 
suKes, from $330; all 
Including breakfast 

Call for rates 



800-331-L0[)G 



800-831-8810 



Sun Valley, Idaho Elkhom Resort 



Renovation of 132 rooms. Including 7 deluxe 
suites, in rustic mountain decor 



S89-S164 



800-ELK-HORN 



CONTIHBIB 
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Its a journey like no other. Up and over 
three peaks beginning with Keystone 
mountain. You push off to discover 
miles of groomed cruising then it's on 
to North F'eak. Venture dov^n winding 
trails and bump runs and finally up 
to the summit of the Outback. Now 
look around, no highways, no signs 
of civilization, just glades, powder 
stashes, bowls and you. And after you've 
explored Keystone's three mountains, 
trek to Breckcnndge, Vail and Beaver 
Creek, because now one lift ticket gets 
you all four extraordinary resorts. 

1-800-934-8981 
wv/w. keystone.snow.com 

KEYSTONE HAS THREE MOUNTAINS BACKTO BACK. 

WHAT CONNECTS THEM 

IS YOUR DESIRE TO EXPLORE. 




KEYSTONE 

THE NATURE OF THE ROCKIES. 



Cr:| 



Location 



Lodging 



1 


What's New 




Rates 




Info/Reservations 


J 













Sugattoaf. 

Maine 

Sunday River. 
Maine 



Big Sky. 
Montana 



Attitash Bear Peak. 
New Hampshire 



Loon Mountain. 
New Hampshire 

Gore Mountain, 
New York 

Lake Placid. 
New York 



Snowbrook 



Jordan Grand Hotel 
and Crown Club 



Saddle Ridge 



Snowcrest 



Grand Summit Hotel 
and Crown Club 
Attitash Bear Peak 

Pollanl Brook Resort 



Copperfield Inn 



Art Devlin's Olympic 
Motor Inn 



24 addltkMial sk>peskle condos. ranging 
from 1 to 4 bedrooms 

SkHn/ski-out condo hotel at the base of 
Jordan Bowl, with 200 units from studios to 

3 bedrooms, health club, outdoor heated pool 

40 skinn/ ski-out townhomes near the 
Mountain Village 

4 slopeside condos. 2 and 3 bedrooms, on 
top fkior of ticket office and ski school 

Skl-in/skl-out condo hotel at the base of the 
Bear Peak area, with 150 units from studk>s to 
3 bedrooms, health club, outdoor heated pool 

28 additional condo-style suites, 
from 1 to 3 bedrooms 

6 new suites, fuli^rvk;e health 
club, salon, spa 

Complete renovatkm of all 28 units 



$248-5516 weekends; 

midweek rates vary 

Packages, including lifts, 
from $79 per person, midweek: 
$100. weekends 

2 bedrooms. $353-$442: 

3 bedrooms. S437-$547 

$625-5875 



800-THE-LOAF 



aoa543-2754 



800-5484486 



800-S4&4486 



Packages. Including lifts. 
585-5100 per person, midweek: 
597-5140. weekends and holidays 

$131-$299 



$135-$225. 
including breakfast 

$48-$108 



603-374-1900 



800-571-5000 



800424-9910 



518-523-3700 



Killington, 
Vermont 



Mount Snow. 
Vermont 



Smugglers' Notch, 
VeniKMit 

[ 

[stowe. 
Vermont 

Snowshoe, 
West Virginia 

Jackson Hole. 
Wyoming 



Lake Louise. 
' Alberta 



Killington Grand Hotel SkMn/ski-out condo hotel at the Snowshed 



I Sun Peaks. 
British Columbia 



Whistler. 
British Columbia 



mm 

Quebec City. 
Quebec 



I Tremblant, 
} Quebec 



and Crown Club 



Grand Summit 
Hotel Crown Club 
at Mount Snow 

The Balsams 



Stowe Inn at 
Little Rhfer 

Camp 4 
Teton Pines 



Emerald Lake 
Lodge 

Buffalo Mountain 
Lodge 



Radisson at 
Sun Peaks 



Heffley Inn 

The Pan Pacific 
Lodge 



Delta Whistler 
Village Suites 



base area, with 200 units from studios to 
3 bedrooms, health club, outdoor heated pool 

Ski-in/skhout condo hotel at main base area, 
with 180 units from studio to 3 bedrooms, 
health club, outdoor heated pool 

9 2- and 34>edroom condos in the Village, 
with fireplace and modem-hookup capabilities 

12 1-bedroom condos. with fireplace, 
deck, and whirlpool tubs 

17 ski-in/ski-out 1- to 3^)edroom condos, 
overlooking Cheat Mountain Basin 

Complete renovation of 16 
bedrooms and 8 living rooms, 
and pul>lic areas 

All 85 luxury rooms, in 24 chalet-style 
buildings, renovated 



Addition of 48 upscale rxxmis. each with 
post-and-beam constructkMi. fireplace, 
and in-fk>or heating 

Two separate condo hotels, the Fireside 
Lodge and the Hearthstone Lodge, each 
with suites ranging from studk) to 3 bedrooms 

European-style. 22-raom hotel 

New resort with 121 units, health club, 
pool. k>cated between the Whistler 
and Blackcomb gondolas 

20Sunit. hill-service hotel, with luxury 
suites, spa, indoor/outdoor pool 



Hotel Dominhxi 1912 40-foom boutique hotel in oM Quebec 



Auberge Saint-Piene Cozy new inn near the Place Royale with 
24 rooms. 8 suites 



Club Tremblant 



RenovatkNi of of the 110 1- and 
2-bedroom condos: new 3.500-square-foot spa 



Call for rates 



Ski and Stay package. 

from S90 per person, midweek: 

$95 per person, weekend 



Call for rates 



$100-$575, including 
crosscountry skiing, indoor 
tennis, and athletic club 

From C$145 per person, 
including lifts and full 
breakfast 

From C$114 per person, 
including lifts and hjll 
breakfast 

Call for rates 



Call for rates 

StudkK, 1- and 2-bedroom 
SuHes. C$450-C$7S0 



Studk). C$115-C$265: 

1 bedroom. C$185-C$335: 

2 bedrooms. C$300-CS450 

C$89-€$159. includes 
Continental breakfast 

From CS79. 
includes breakfast 

2-day packages from C$217 
per person for I bedroom 
condo. full breakfast, dinner, 
access to indoor sports center 



80O«21-MTNS 



800-290-1823 

( www.mountsnow.com) 



From $89 per person, per night 800451-8752 
$275-5325 per night 



800-227-1108 
802-25S4836 

304-572-5252 



800-23S-2223 



800«63«336 
(www.crmr.com/) 



800^61-1367 
(www.crmr.com/) 

800«)73257 



800807-3257 

604-90S2999 
(www.panpac.com/hotels) 

800-268-1133 



888433-5253 
418-692-2224 

888-268-1017 
418694-7981 

800-567-8341 or 

81942S2731 

(www.clubtremUantcoffl) 



coNTiaou 
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The new Birds of Prey" 
downhill course. So tough, 
BiRDserpREY sleep and fast, it's the site of 

• .c^u« ti^p ,999 \)^orId Alpine Ski 

Championship downhill finals. Beaver 
Creek' is also home to some of the finest 
cruising terrain in Colorado. And when 
you finally take off your skis, you can take 
in our elegant lodges, restaurants and 
shops, even our new theater. The next 
day, race down Breckenridge, Keystone 
or Vail, because now one lift ticket gets 
you all four world renowned resorts. 

1-800-934-8981 
www.beavertrcek.snow.com 



AT BEAVER CREEK, NOTHING SEASONS 

FIVE STAR CUISINE 

LIKE ADRENALINE. 




THREE VALLEYS AND FIVE STARS. 

i.aterial 



What's New at the Resorts 

Ask any Alia or Mad River Glen loyalist, and they'll tell you thai these areas' appeal 
lies in their predictability as well as the skiing experience. But most major resorts 
step all over each other when it comes to infrastructure improvements. More lifts. 
Faster lifts. More snowmaking. Better grooming. Bigger lodges. 

Vail Resorts, Inc.. is plowing a mind-boggling $74 million into its four ski areas 
(Vail, Beaver Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone). InlraWest has put $31 million just into 
its flagship areas. Whistler and Blackcomb. And the American Skiing Company is 
shoveling $18.2 million into The Canyons (formerly Wolf Mountain). Including a new 
gondola and four new quad lifts. Not to mention the individually operated ski areas 
across the land that are investing millions more. 



Across the continent, still more high-speed quads, many of them replacements for 
slower chairs, are being installed. Millions are being spent in better snowmaking and 
grooming. Yet, there's a countertrend — opening ungroomed steeps, bowls, and glades: 
adding the occasional low-capacity surface lift or relocated chairlilt to access them. 

Another trend is the explosion of tubing hills, even at big league resorts. There's 
usually a little tow for the uphill ride, and often lights for night tubing. Snowboarders 
will continue to find new. bigger, and better halfpipes and terrain parks as well. 

Here's what's happening in the U.S. and Canada, in the Rocky Mountain and Far 
West regions (we'll be covering the Midwest and the East at another time and 
place).— CW. 



Resort 



What's New 



Information 



ROCKY MOUNTAINS 

Aspen IMountain, 
Colorado 

Beaver Creelt. 
Colorado 



Breckenridge. 
Colorado 

Crested Butte, 
Colorado 

Keystone, 
Colorado 

Snowmass, 
Colorado 

Steamboat, 
Colorado 

Tellurlde, 
Colorado 

Vail. 

Colorado 

Winter Park. 
Colorado 

The Big Mountain, 
Montana 

Deer Valley, 
Utah 

Park City, 
Utah 

Snowt)ird, 
Utah 

Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming 

Blackcomb, 
British Columbia 

Mont-Sainte-Anne, 
Quebec 

Sihrer Star, 
British Columbia 

Tremblant, 
Quebec 

Whistler Mountain, 
British Columbia 

FAR WEST 

Heavenly, 
California 

Mammoth Mountain, 
Califamia 

Northstar-at-Tahoe, 
Califomia 

Squaw Valley, 
Califomia 



Replacement of venerable Ruthie's double with country's first high-speed detachable double. 

Chair 8, from Spruce Saddle to the summit, upgraded to highspeed quad; increased snowmaking 
on Arrowbahn; improvements at Beaver Creek Village, including a skating rink and theater. 

Two replacement high-speed quads; new beginner platter lift and snowmaking on Peak 8 
(increasing snowmaking by 50 percent); new on<nountain restaurant between Peaks 9 and 10. 

New highspeed quad replacing Keystone triple; triple replacing East River double; new 
groomers; recontouring beginner area and enlargement of adult and kids' ski- school facilities. 

New higtvspeed quad from River Run base to Summit (paralleling the Skyway gondola); 
new triple chair and two beginner nins at the top of Diamond Back. 

Platter lift hom the top of the Big Bum to the Cirque, expected to be operative 60 to 75 
days a season, extending vertical to 4,406 feet, the highest in the U.S. 

Thunderiiead Express high-speed quad replacing two doubles; giading of aspen groves on lower 
mountain; 17 trails and gladed areas on Pk>neer Ridge area also accessible as hiking terrain. 

Centralized ticketing, ski school, chiMren's facilities, and other services in the Mountain 
Village Activity Center; new 20-acre snowiward partt. 

Completion of Golden Peak base lodge; groomer fleet increased 
by 30 percent; refinements to Adventure Ridge at Eagle's Nest. 

Patrolling and avalanche control of Vasquez Cirque, 435 acres of "inbounds backcountry" 
terrain (see "Hot Spots," Skiing, September 1997). 

High-speed quad replacing Chair 7 on the North Side; new triple In Hellroaring Basin, serving 
550 acres of advanced and expert terrain; new snowmaking reservoir and two new groomeis. 

Additional triple chairiift on Flagstaff Mountain; expansion of Silver l.ake lu>dge, including 
enlargement of Mariposa Restaurant. 

Two new six-passenger chairiifts, replacing the Pay Day triple and the old gondola from tfw base 
to the summit; four new mns: terrain part< for skiers and rideis and 100 acres of glades. 

Guided snowcat skiing on the backside 4O0 acres of Mineral Basin; high-speed quad 
replacing Gad I double; recreational luge run on Chickadee. 

New Bridger gondola accessing intemiediate and expert terrain (see Hot Spots, page 72); new 
services building, including expanded Kids Ranch; Increased snowmaking to top of Apres Vous. 



One hundred acres of novice and intemiediate terrain; terrain part< quadmpled In size; new 
Snow Adventure Centre with demo skis, snowboaids, and skiboards. 

Three intemiediate-advanced trails; expanded fun park; 
more contour grooming wtth two new groomers. 

Three hundred acres of hike-to terrain on Valhalla Ridge, accessed via Putnam Creek area. 



Aqua club; new indoor pool complex. 

Two new high-speed quads; new Snow Adventure Centre with demo skis, snowboards, 
and skiboards; additional grooming equipment. 



New six-passenger Tamarack Express lift from midmountain on the Califomia side to the top 
of Dipper on the Nevada side; two new trails; snowmaking from the top of Califomia Trail. 

Three new high-speed quads, one replacing both Chair 6 and the area's last remaining T-bar, 
one replacing Chairs 2 and 18. and one replacing Chair 3; new snowboard arena. 

Two new nins, phis offpiste advanced and expert skiing, on 220 acres of patrolled but ungroomed 
ten^ new glooming equipment new tubing hW; increased inventory in Dynastar Peifonnance Center. 

New pulse lift (cross between a gondola and a tram) between Gold Coast and 
High Camp; Family Fun Parti at High Camp featuring tubing. 



970-925-1220 
www.skiaspen.com 

97(V845-5750 
www.beavercreek.snow.com 

970453-5000 

www.breckenridge.snow.com 
970349-2333 

www.cbinteractive.com/skiing 

97046»4386 
www.keystone.snow.com 

970925-1220 
www.skiaspen.com 

97087*6111 
www.steamboat-skl.com 

97072&6364 
www.telski.com 

97O47S5601 
www.vail.snow.com 

970726-5514 
www.wlnterpark.com 

406^21900 
www.digisys.net/resoit 

801-6456S22 

www.skiutah.com/skiareas/devalley 
801-64»«111 

w.dtell.com;80/Pari(City/pcski.htnil 

801-742-2222 
www.snowbird.com 

207-733-2292 
www.iacksonhole.com/skl 



604-938-7747 

www.whistler.net/blackcomb 

41»«274561 
www.mont.sainte.anne.com 

25O58fr6015 
www.siWerstarmtn.com 

819*81-2000 

wwwJntrawestcom/resoits/tremblant/html 

604-932-3434 
www.whistler.net/whistler 



702-586-7000 
www.skiheavenly.cam 

760934-2571 
www.mammoth-mtn.com 

916-562-1010 
www.skinorthstar.com 

916-583-6985 
www.squaw.com 



For more Travel iiifori 



sKii\G ntrroBKR lo!)? 



check out 



www.skinet.coni/travel/lndex.htiiil 




• Four resorts, one lift ticket. Now that Vail and Beaver Creek" 
have joined with Brcckenridj^e and Keystone, you tan ski four 
world renowned resorts with the same ticket. 

• Ski Free/Stay Free packag es. Available until Christmas. After 
the New Year, stay Sunday through Thursday and save up to 
40% on lodging at participating properties. Space is limited, 
restrictions apply. For information, call today. 

• Low airfares, easy access. Hundreds of non-stop flights daily 
to Vail Ragle County and Denver International airports Pius, 
round trip airfares start at just $140 with a ski vacation package. 
Restrictions apply, call for details. 

• Our new PEAKS reward program, the best in skiing. Earn 
huge credits toward free skimg every time you visit any of our 
four resorts. 

• 1 -800-934-898 1 . One call books it all at four resorts. 

Call us or your travel agent today lor everything from airline 
tickets to ski vacation packages, lift tickets and more. 

• Bookmark www.snow.com for daily conditions and more. 

SKI FREE &. STAY FREE. 

THE REASONS TO SKI COLORADO'S TOP RESORTS 

KEEP PILING UP 



VAIL - BEAVER CREEK- BRECKENRIDGE • KEYSTONE 



VAIL RESORTS * COLORADO AT ITS PEAK 



^JRAVEL ADVISORY 




WhiicMT therr is skiing, thrrf's also a 
deal — if you look. We looked; we found. 
And weYe sharing some of our findings 

with you. 

All llfl ticket prices are per person. All lift 
and lodging package rales are per person, dou- 
ble occu|)an( y. unless indicated otherwise, and 
gcncralK Ihe\ exclude the Chrislmas-New Year 



and Presidents" 
Weekend [)eak |)eri- 
(kIs. (Kor holiday 
lHK)king tips, see Travel Advisory. SeptemlxT 
1997.) Most resorts quote a sjx^cific-length visit, 
although the reservations folks can often cus- 
tomize a shorter or longer jiackage. Kki. — CM. 

The American Skiing Company's Magnificent 
Sev en features seven days of adult lift tickets for 
$299. good at Altitash Bear Peak. 




Killington/Pico. Mt. Snow/Haystack. Sugarbush. 
Sugarloaf. and Sunday River. And if yitu're vaca- 
tioning in Utah, the offer is valid at The Canyons 
(formerly Wolf Mountain), loo. You can auto- 
matically charge additional days al the time of 
purchase lo your credit card for less than $40 
each, f^rices for children, teens, and colle^ stu- 
dents are lower. 207-82-4-:«)()0. 

Aspen remains the iialiim's siickci-shock capital 
with its $59 adult lift ticket, but the new 
ln(le|)endence Pass ticket gives one of the most 
generous discounts in the business. Valid for 
ages 13 lo 27 (yes. 27). it's a bargain-l)y-com- 
l«rison. al S;W a dav. 970-92.')- 1220. 

Any Mountain Tours' Club "Any Mountain Trips" 
Stan out the season with short esca|)es to \'ail. 
I)cceml)er +-8. for $799. and end w ilh a Snowbird 
getaway. April 9-13. for $849. Midseason pack- 
ages to U.S. resorLs and V\eslern (^nada. includ- 
ing seven night.s' lodging and five dav s' skiing, start 
at $9?)9. 8(X)-2(r)-2(XK). 



Skican offei's scven-nighl vacations (including air- 
fare and air|K)rt irans|)()rlation) lo the Canadian 
K(X'kies at excellent prices. The Banff itinerary 
includes five days of lifLs al l,ake Ixmise. Sunshine, 
and BanllAll. Nor(|uay. and ski-area bus service. 
Rales start at $840 from major Northeastern 
cities: add $1.") from (he Southeast: deduct $40 
from West (k)ast cities and $7,1 fi-om the Midwest. 
Trl|)s lo Panorama, firilish Coliimliia. v\iih six days 
of skiing. iH'gin al $7 IT). 8(K)-;<(;;{-;«K)9. 

Crested Bulle's Ski Free deal runs this year from 
NovcmlxT 21 through Decemlx'r 19 and again 
In nil April (i Ihrougli April 19. The only strings are 
NcjvemlxT 28-29. when a kxlging l)ooking (from 
$99 for three nights) is re(|uired. Throughout the 
season, even during the holidays, four-nighl. three- 
(iav packiiges U'gin al $248 ($()()9 with airfare 
[am Dallas/?'orl Worth). 8(K)-r>44-8448. 

lleavenlv oilers a range of reasonablv priced 
iwckiiges this season thai include airfare to and 
lrans|K)riation from Reno-Tahoe Inlernalional 
Air|X)rt. Three nights' knlging and two days of 
lifis slarl at S329 from Los Angeles. $3.19 from 
Seattle, and $3.")9 from Phoenix. Kour-nighl. 
three-day [ackages start al $4()9 from Chicago 
or Detroit, and $509 from Dallas. Five-nighl. 
four-day slays slarl al $812 from New 'lork and 
mu from Miami. 800-2-1 IK WKN. 



To (|ualil\ for Jay Peak's Ski Free package 
(before December 25. .laniiarv 4-Februar\ 13. 



For further information about your perfect winter vacation in Austria please contact: 

Austrian Travel Information Center, P.O. Box 1142, New York, N.Y. 10108-1142. 
Phone: (212) 944-6880. Fax: (212) 730-4568. Or visit us at our website: http://www.anto.com 
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THREE 
REASONS TO 

OWN A 
GOOD PAIR 
OF WINTER 

BOOTS. 



DTHE. 2) CONNER. 3) PARTY. 



1 



Anyone who remained awake in history 
class would remember the Donner 
party. Those unfortunate emigrants who, 
upon being stranded for the winter in 
the Sierra Nevada mountains, decided r i 

that friends weren't just good for talking to. they also 
made good catin'. Pity they didn't have a lew pairs of 
Silcox' boots. With waterproof breathable Omni-lech", 

a serious sole and Thermolite insulation lor comlort down to -45 F. 
there's no better boot for long walks in the cold. So next time you attempt 
to cross a few states you may want to bring some along. That way if you 
happen to find yourself in a similar situation you'll be able to rethink 

your dinner plans. Alter all. the only thing ^^^(^^qJujyJ^Ij^ 

Sportswear Companv. 





that should taste like chicken, is chicken. 



For ihe dealer noarosi you call 1-800-MA MYI F. www.columhia.com 



^RAVIL AOVISORV 



and afler March 22). you miisl stay at the Hotel 
Jay or in a Resort condnminiiiin. Rales start at 
$434 for five niglits (incliKliiiy lircaklast and din- 
ner at the hotel). Durins midseason. you can take 
a free, two-hour ski lesson cwn weekday of youi- 
stay. Children 14 and under who share parents' 
lcMlgin« Slav and ski for hve. 800-4') 1-444!). 

Northslai'-al-Talioe's Stay & Ski Free packiige 
includes one night of studio condo lodging and lift 



ticket for as little as $75 per person. The offer is 
good from November 21 -December 18 and again 
from March 30 through season's end. Northstar 
also offers free daily lessons to intermediates and 
at)ove. 1 3 vears and older. 800-4GO-NORTH. 

Okemo's Family Values include Five nights' lodging in 
a two-lx'(lrtx)m contto. five days of lifts, and a Winter 
Value Fun Pack, valued at $ 100. Rates start at $455 
per person for two adults and two teens; $3(50 for 




X>1 



i 




Point 'em to the 

Web's Ski Directory 

for Great Ski Vacations! 



http://www.toslci.com 




SERENGETI SUNGLASSES 

have always tested out as one of our 
PAVCDRITE sunglasses — tine 
double gradient vermilion phofochromic 
lenses provide 

EXCELLENT 

contrast in flat ligfit and darken for ease 

of vision in brigfit sunlighit ... Whether it 

was sunny or overcast, the lenses 

worked great as ever, while the wrap 

design kept cold air and snowflakes out 

of my eyes BEl TER^I^ciri any 

glasses I've ever used. 

Skiing Magazine, 1 QQ7 






two adults and two children under 1 2. The packages 
an' available Januai-v 19 through February 13 and 
Fcbruarv 22 through March 6. 800-78-OKF,MO. 

1 TFH 

When you check in at a Stowe lodging, be sure to 
fill out the Stowe Vacation Card form. Then turn 
it in w hen you l)uy a multiday ticket for vouchers 
for a K2 or Olin equipment demo or a night- 
skiing ticket ($25 value), plus a full-day ticket at 
neighboring Smugglers' Notch. With a four-day 
or longer ticket, you'll also get two 90-minute ski 
or snowboard lessons. Regular-season, two-day 
adult lift tickets cost $87: three-day. $123: and 
fi\ e-day. $200. Order them in advance for a 10 
percent discount. 888-253-4TI.\. 

Stratton's Family Ski Week, with five nights' 
lodging in a two-bedroom condo and five days of 
skiing, starts at $345. The deal is available, 
excluding holidays, opening day through 
December 18, January 4 through March 26 
(midweek only), and March 29 through the end 
of the season. 80()-STl^vrrON. 

Hvery lodging property at Taos Ski Valley 
and in town offers its own Pillow and 
Powder pricing (30 to 50 percent off regular 
rates) during Taos' Pillow and Powder Sale: 
before December 19. during January, and 
March 30 through April 12. The new 
Enchanted Circle ski pass ($148 for adults: 
$112. ages 13-16: and $92, 12 and under) 
is good for four out of seven consecutive 
days at Taos and nearl)y Angel Fire and Red 
River ski areas. 800-776-1111. 

I'elluride's sweetest deals come early (November 
26 through December 19) and late (March 28 
through April 12). when one night's lodging, plus 
your choice of lift ticket, ski clinic, on-mountain 
lunch, or half-day of chiki care starts at $55 per 
pei'son. Bargain BliLz. January 4 through February 
1 3. offers seven nights' Itxiging and five days of ski- 
ing starting at $536 (800-525-3455). You can ski 
Telluride but slay in the somewhat nearby towns 
of Ridgway (800-754-3103): Cortez, Dolores, or 
Mancos (800-25;M616); Ouray (800-228-1876): 
or Montrose (800-348-3495) for as little as $38 
per iK'rson. per dav. including lift ticket. 

SfliyFN • 



Waiei\ille Valley's Winter UnJimiled package 
starts at $69 |K'r adult for one night's lodging, lift 
ticket, and many extras. In January, it drops to 
$59 per adult, w hile kids 1 2 and under stay free. 
The resort also offers $10 lift tickets for children 
ages six to 1 2 all season long. 800-468-2553. 



is youfovs^ wildemes 

Ip yoii get there. 

For over.90ij^ars, we at KaMfmap Fop^^ar hav§ been making Sorel - the 




« - 

d-w^tJi 
^calf 



best" cold weather boots in the world. So that people jike you may discover 
that magical place in your heart; your own private wilderness. 
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WHAT DOES PATENTED 
STEEL CAP CONSTRUCTION 
DO FOR YOUR SKIING? 




FOR A FREE DEMO, 



A ► 




i 



A ► 



Maybe you skipped those preseason conditioning classes, 
vr perhaps you're feeling the altitude. No matter, with Volant's 
3'atented steel cap technology, you have an unfair advantage. You 
san ski better. Improve faster. With less fatigue. In fact, Volant's 
lhaped skis turn easier, hold an edge better, and maintain stability 



without the skidding or chatter you can often get with other ski 
constructions. If you think about it, when you stand in the middle of 
an hourglass-shaped ski that "gives" due to soft flex, yet has an 
untwistable amount of torsion, you'll force more of the curved edge 
to touch the snow. So the ski swings around a turn, kisses up to 




i B FOLD BACK SO "A" MEETS "B" 





LEADER OF A PACK 

If Descartes were a downhiller and applied his philosophies of reason to ski mountaineer- 
ing, he might have designed the Lafuma Pro 4807, from one of France's oldest pack 
makers. It's a medium-capacity (2,625 cubic inches) carrier wKh a removable, inter- 
nal aluminum frame. The top^oadlng pack also has a zip-around front panel (which 
includes a smaller, vertical zipper) so I could access burled gear without excavat- 
ing. Ski-friendly features include side sleeves wide enough to accept the 110-mll- 
llmeter talis of my Dynastar Bigs and, above them, a half-moon of stretch neoprene 
with a quick-release closure to cinch skis tight. A similar patch on the close-fitting 
lid offers quick-draw access to crampons, climbing rope, or Jacket. The Pro's 
padded hip belt is removable and supplemented by a llght-webbing waist belt. The 
shoulder-strap adjustments are rudimentary but effective and have loops of webbing 
for wrist rests. This astonishing assemblage even Includes a separate, fold-away sack 
for carrying lunch, garbage, or wet clothes.— ./o/in Dostal 
S209/Lafuma/800-514-4807 



TWIST AND SHRED 

My breakthrough day on a snowboard came when I Anally found the right stance angle 
Unfortunately, that took practically a whole season of tinkering. Had I been using the 
Swiriy snowboard binding it might have taken only a day or two. The binding 
rotates 360 degrees while the boot Is still In it and can be adjusted — without 
tools— to any stance angle. Now that I'm a more accomplished rider, I 
enjoy having the ability to match my stance to specific terrain — toes 
forward for carving the groomed, straight-across for bumps. 
The ability to straighten the front foot also makes 
going through lift lines less contortionistic and 
accommodates skateboartMtyle skating 
on the flats. The binding works 




with either three- or four-hole 
mounting pattems.— Af.M. 
$200/IVIeln Mountain/88&442-1846/ 
www.meinmountain.com 
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FOR YOUR EYES ONLY 

Anyone who wears glasses knows the hassle of skiing with them: Among other 
things, they're bulky, and they fog under goggles. Smith's Ocular Docking 
System (ODS) Ingeniously eliminates all these inconveniences. It consists 
of a compact pair of aviator-shaped, pince-nez-style lenses that can 
be ground to prescription, as well as two adapters. One adapter 
couples the lenses with Smith's lightweight, wraparound IMoab 
H/P sport shield, which comes with three Interchangeable lens- 
es. The other adapter attaches almost as easily to Smith's 
Turtw goggles. The shape of the Insert lenses and their distance 
from the face, combined with the goggles' tiny, battery-powered 
fan, make for fog^ree, In^us skiing. Though the ODS isn't cheap — 
the sport shield and goggles must be purchased separately — bespectacled 
skiers will find that the eyes should have K. — J.D. 
ODS $50/Moab $75/Turbo $140/ 

Smith Sport Optics/800-63S4401/www.smithsport.com 





- HYDRA-nON HEAVEN 

The SIpStream Ultimate TorsoPac Is a compact hydration backpack that carries up 
to 82 ounces of water in a nearly bombproof bladder. For an extra $S, you can 
upgrade the bladder to the company's clever roll-top version, which has a wide- 
mouth opening for easy filling up and cleaning out. Another key feature Is the super- 
secure, push-pull bite valve, which reduces the chance that several liters of liquid will 
drench your ski suit. Last spring, I used the SIpStream while skiing In the French 
Alps. In addition to my dally hydration needs, the pack was big enough to tote a 
baguette (ripped In half), a round of brie, a bar of chocolate, and the Val d'ls6re ver- 
sion of a PowerBar. I was even able to stash my chapeau and "glasses de soleil" In the 
pack's mesh outer pocket. And during steep off-piste descents, all remained securely 
affixed thanks to the adjustable sternum and waist straps.— Meton Olsson 
$54 (with roll-top biadder)/Uitlmate Dlrection/800-426-7229/www.ultdir.com 




FOOT SOLDIERS 

I bet I'm not the only one who finds that wet feet occa- 
sioned by mud, water, or slush can literally dampen the plea- 
sure of a trail nm or hike. Forget a supplementary pair of expensive 
waterproof footwear; my solution is a pair of DuPont's Innovative 
SealSkInz socks. The heart of SealSklnz's technology is the MVT (moisture 
vapor transpiration) membrane, which is waterproof yet allows water vapor to escape. It Is sandwiched between an Inner wicking layer that draws 
moisture away from the foot and an outer layer of nylon that resists abrasion. Seamless, stretchy, and topped off with a Lycra cuff, SealSkInz 
have yet to blister my feet. They come in a variety of styles. Including an insulated version.— J.D. 
$21-$26/DuPont/800-868-2629/www.dupont.com/sontara/sealsklnz 



For more Trial Run reviews, 

Check Qi 



www.tkinet.coin/trialnin/index.litinl 
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FOR ONCE THE 
COSTS LESS THAN 




JEEP CHEROKEE 

Aspirin, toothpaste, sandwich hags. When 
you re at the local supermarket, it might noi matter 
whether or not you buy name-brand or generic 
items. But when you're on a trek through Alaska, 
you can bet you are going to need the one name 



that stands above all others. Jeep. 

With more than half a ceniur\' of off-road 
adventure, jeep vehicles dominate the lands less 
tiiueled. And Cherokee is certainly no exception, 
offering an advanced Quadra-Link suspension and 
a choice of two different four-wheel drive systems. 
Command-Trac' a system with the convenience 



Always use seal belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place li>r children. |eep is a registered trademark i)f Chrysler Corporalion. 




of shift-on-ihe-ily, and Selec-Trac' a full-time four- 
w heel drive system. Amazing capability for such a 
modest price tag. 

So when the time comes for you to choose a 4x4, 
don t settle for anything less than the original — Jeep. 
Otherwise, you might want to get some of that name- 
brand aspirin. 



For more information about Jeep Cherokee, 
call us at 1-800-925-JEEP or visit our Web site at 
www.jeep.com 

Jeep 

THERE S ONLY ONE 
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i/^cLvSC[st l-lCLLe Tamed! 



Not really, but a n©\T gondola wakes it a 
kinder, gentler beast. By Claire Walter 



el's be frank: Taming 
Jackson Hole is 
roughly akin to lam- 
ing lions and tigers. The big 
cats may be temporarily 
under a modicum of control, 
but not for a second do you 
believe they're truly tame. 
So various attempts are 
made over the years to lame 
Jackson Hole. Happily, the 
resort has limited its taming 
efforts to adding new lifts 
that access terrain that's 
less than plumb-line sleep. 

Jackson is Rendezvous 
Mountain, a dome-topped 
massif pumped up by beefy 
ridges, scored by deep 
canyons, decorated with 
cliff bands, and etched with 
freefall chutes. When it 
opened for skiing 31 years 
ago. Jackson's only lift to 
the top was a ihen-sensa- 
tional aerial tram. Kvery 12 
minutes, it deposited 60 or 
so hardy skiers on the 
windswept. 10.450-fool sum- 
mit. Hard as it is to imagine 
these days — when high- 
speed, high-capacity lifts 
cram skiers edge-to-edge on 
the runs — the tram deposit- 
ed just 300 skiers an hour 
on top of America's biggest 
and arguably toughest 
mountain. More amazingly, 
thal s still the case. 

How tough is Jackson? 



The double-diamond trail concept was 
invented here. Several large pieces of 
Rendezvous, including one huge gully, 
resist all attempts at control by the 
resort s snow-safety crew and remain 
permanently closed because of 
avalanche danger. 

Over the years, the ski company has 
increased access to Rendezvous. The 
Upper Sublette and Thunder quad chairs 
were installed to supplement the tram 
and provide alternatives when wind or 
visibility closed the big lift. The Crystal 
Springs and Casper Bowl chairs went in 
between Rendezvous and Apres Vous 
peaks, and a bunch of runs were marked 
with blue squares, so that the trail map. 
at least, no longer looks so totally intim- 
idating to average skiers. 

Jackson's latest effort to augment 
the tram is another new lift, the high-speed, eight-passen- 
ger Bridger Condola. accessing new intermediate terrain. 
The gondola is lucked in beside Bridger Ridge, where it is 
sheltered from the wind, which should be a boon even to 
snooty experts on days when the tram is closed due to 
weather. Because it unloads at the 9.000-fool level, it can 
offer good visibility when the top is socked in as well as a 
comfortable ride. 

The gondola serves the Headwall area, and if you've 
skied Jackson, you've seen that tempting white sprawl 
roughly at midmountain. off to the right of Ihe Thunder chair 
and the tram. It's archetypal Jackson Hole, awash w ith raw 
beauty and wild scenery. 

From the gondola's upper terminal, you keep right to ski 
Lower Headwall. which used to be only the runout from 
Upper Headwall. This area encompasses large snowfields. 
some glades, a couple of gullies, and Granny's Rocks, a knob 
threaded with a few chutes ihal are skiable when there's 
good snow. And. in true Jackson Hole style, there's also an 
easy traverse, called Lupine Way. across the snowfield and 




Hm iMW Bridgw GofMlala opana up ■ wtol* iMi 

in Jackson skiing: Intermediate powdef terrain. 



the gullies. 

Keep to the left off the 
gondola to find the most 
likely powder slashes, for 
the snow tends to load into 
that side of Bridger Ridge. 
Stay left also for the tra- 
verse into the lower part of 
upper Casper Bowl, another 
portion of Jackson Hole's 
vast acreage that wasn't lift 
served until now. 

Oddly, what the gondola 
doesn't do is nearly as note- 
worthy as what it does. It 
doesn't cut down on the trek 
to the Upper Headwall. 
which still requires a skis- 
over-lhe-shoulder (or snow- 
board-under-the-arm) hike 
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Kate 
o n 
t o 



McBride relies 
our schedule 
stay on hers. 




Sunday 

Aspen/ 
Snowmass 



Monday 

Bozeman/ 
Big Sky 



Tuesday 

Steamboat 



Wednesday 

Vail/ 
Beaver Creek 




Thursday 

Anchorage/ 
Alyeska 



Friday 

Kalispell/The 
Big Mountain 



Wherever There 



Saturday 

Vancouver/ 
Wliistler 

Snow 



W E 



G o 



ASPEN/SNOWM ASS • BOZEMAN/BIG SKY • STEAMBOAT • VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 
ANCHORAGE/ALYESKA • KALISPELL/THE BIG MOUNTAIN • V A N C O U V E R / W H I S T L E R 
ALBUQUERQUE • BOISE • CALGARY • COLORADO SPRINGS • DENVER • RENO/LAKE TAHOE • SALT LAKE CITY 

When pros like Kate McBride need to hit the slopes, they call lis at 1-800-225-2525, have their travel 
agent book Northwest, or book through our web site at www.nwa.com for jet service directly to 
the best ski resorts in North America. You can, too. Or if you prefer one, easy package — the 
flight, the hotel, the rental car — we'll take care of it. Just call WorldVacations'^' at 1-800-754-8599 
for an all-inclusive ski package. Northwest Airlines, your ultimate lift ticket. 



Aspen /Snowmass 



as SKY 

MONTANA 



BRIDGING 
'•'PACIFIC 





NORTHWEST 
1 A I R L I N E S 




SKI 



1-800-22S-2525 / vvww.nwa.com 



Ncarthwesi Airimn. Ipc Northwest rw:>^1e5 enough paper products in one lear to save ower 16.000 treei. O 
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of 20 minutes or more. And Lhe best 
access is still through a gate off Tensleep 
Bowl. This matters, because Jackson 
Hole's spectacular hike-to terrain draws a 
hard core of experts unlike anyplace else. 

Still, the gondola and all it represents 
mark a turning point in Jackson Hole's 
three-decade history. This year, the 
Jackson Hole Ski Corporation spent $14 
million on a new base facility and 
improved snowmaklng in addition to the 



gondola. Last year, it put in $4.5 million, 
mainly on a high-speed quad for the 
Teewinot beginner area, in the preceding 
29 years, a total of only $18 million had 
been invested in Jackson Hole, primarily 
on lifts, trails, and restaurants at the 
base and midmountain. A resort that has 
doubled its capitalization in two years is 
obviously on the move. 

Eventually, perhaps as early as next 
season, a restaurant at the gondola's 
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upper terminus will provide real on- 
mouniain dining — both lunch and dinner. 
Other than skiing the Headwall on a pow- 
der day. 1 can't imagine many better 
experiences than sipping a good Merlol 
while a full moon plays its beams across 
the Snake River valley far below. 

Teton Village, the small resort devel- 
opment at the base, looks much as it did 
in the old days, but the new lift mandates 
some base-area restructuring, and that 
will continue. 

In fact, the whole region is on a roil. 
Teton County now boasts America's high- 
est income per capita. High-profile, big- 
bankroll second-homeowners have places 
here, and some have put down roots. 

But the overwhelming winter pres- 
ence remains the resort of Jackson Hole. 
The gondola may soften the experience 
and new experiences may enrich it, but 
Jackson remains one wild, woolly, and 
largely untamed ski hill.*^ 

jackson hole 

at a i^lance 
INFO & RESERVATIONS! 800-443-00.31 

WEB SITE: \\\v\K.i;i('Lsonh()le.com/skl/ 
TOP ELEVATION: 10,450 feet 
BASE ELEVATION: 0.31 1 feet 
VERTICAL DROP: 4. 130 feet 
ANNUAL SNOWFALl.: 402 inches 
SKIABLE ACRES: 2.500 acres uf trails, 
bowls, chules. and glades, plus significani 
off-pisle lerrain beyond lhe ropes 
Longesi run: 4.5 miles 
LIFTS: 1 aerial iram. 1 gondola. 1 high- 
speed quad. 2 fixed-grip quads, I triple, 3 
doubles. 2 surface^ lifls 
TICKET PRICES: $48: $41-^7 [XT day on 
iinilllday Ut keis; ages six lo 14 and 65 and over. 
$24 per day (less on mulllday). With the arrival 
of the gondola. Jackson has eliminated the sep- 
arate iram-ext lusive ticket of seasons past. 
TICKET OPTIONS: Ski 3 program — 5 days 
of skiing at Jackson Hole. Grand Targhee. 
and Snow King (with extras included at the 
last two resorts). $220; Trailblazer Pass. 20 
days of skiing. $700 Ijefore Oct. I. $760 
after: Explorer Pass. 30 days of skiing, 
$000 before Oct. 1, $1,080 after 
SNOMf REPORT: 888-DEEP-SNO 
or 307-733-22!) I 

GETTING THERE: Northwestern Wyoming. 
275 miles from Salt Lake City, via 
Interstate 15. U.S. 80. and U.S. 189/101 
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[Thinsulate 

ilHtULATIOM 



Designed to meet the needs of all skiing creatures, 
Spyder siciwear is engineered for versatility and 
comfort. From vast pockets, removable sleeves and 
hide-a-way storm hoods to our exclusive, climate- 
responsive Entrant " waterproof/breathable technology 
and Thinsulate " insulation, we build in performance 
so you can stay out longer in any weather. So long 
in fact, your friends may think you're nuts. 

Spyder. Built without compromise, guaranteed for life. 
For information call 888. BUG. BYTE, www.spyder.com 
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GEAR TALK 



optical profusion 

A SLEW OF NEW GOGGLES AND GLASSES ARE DESIGNED TO FIGHT FOG AND FIT TIGHT. 



BY ISEULT DEVLIN 



I 



You're skiing on a slormy winter day — it's snowing like 
crazy, and it's damp and liiimid. You gel in llie lift line 
and can't even see the guy In front of you. So you take off 
your goggles and atlempi lo dr\ the lenses. But let's face 
it: Unless you stick them on a heater at lunch, they're 
not going lo gel truly dry. Unless you happen to be tot- 
ing an extra pair of goggles, you're screwed. 

Sound familiar? Goggle companies think so. and 
many of them have introduced new ventilation sys- 
tems for 1997-98. Sunglasses are getting a face-lift 
as well, borrowing from goggles for both style and 
ventilation design. 

Each brand of goggles or sunglasses has its own 
secret formula lo preveni fogging but all strive in do the 
same thing: manage airflow lo help the anlifog coating 
dissipate the moisture inside while keeping air turbu- 
lence from irritating your eyes. 

In addition to the various defogging strategies, 
designers are creating goggles with improved 
peripheral vision and better fit. Briko even went to the 
trouble of taking molds of 20.000 faces in order lo fine- 
tune the fit on its new Z.\K goggle. 

Here's a look at some of the developments, brand by brand. 

Bolie 

Named after a venomous snake from eastern India. 
Bolle's new Krait ($50) has a series of vents at Ihe top 
of the frame that open up when the goggle conforms to 
the face. "They're designed like a scoop on a NASCAR 
racer to gel as much air as possible." 

BOLLg KRAIT 




says David Hoskinson. director of 
sport sales. Airflow is also maneu- 
vered so that it goes in through the 
top of the goggle and down ihe 
inside of the lens. 

Briko 

From the folks who make Alberto 
Tomba's goggles come innovative 
products for regular skiers. Briko's 
7AR goggle ($120) debuts a defog- 
ging design In which air enters 
through vents at the lop and gels 
sucked out through other vents 
behind the strap attachment. 
Briko's Bold sunglasses ($125) 
have an aerodynamic shape and 
slits in the lenses, near the temples, 
thai are designed to move air 
through and prevent fogging. 

Bugz 

Bugz is a new name from Barracuda 
Sport Products — a company better 
known for swim goggles. The Bugz 
Classicz ($55). which look like very 



BRIKO ZAR 

large swim goggles, have been 
around for snowboarders but 
are just now being marketed 
to skiers. The vents are 
designed to direct airflow onto 
the lens from the sides and 
disperse it out the lop and bot- 
tom, all without irritating the 
eyes. The Bugz Lunaz ($100) 
relies on a reverse airflow: Air 
goes in through holes at the 
bottom of the frame and out 
holes al the top. The earpieces 
can also be replaced with a 
strap to give goggles-as-sun- 
glasses versatility. 

Carrera 

This Austrian brand has 
jumped on the shaped-ski 
bandwagon with an hourglass- 
shaped goggle. Carrera says its 
Condor Carver ($85) started 
out as a fashion statement, 
designed to coordinate with the 
look of carving skis. But the 
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IWe're predicting the Rockies 
M'ifiiulualLy^quiet t 




Escape to the Alps for 
as low as $375 

• Round-trip airfare on Swissair 

• 7 nights hotel accommodation 

• Breakfast doily 

• Transfers 

• Local taxes and service charges 



This is your chance to ski on \vt)rld-famous Alpine slopes at a price that 
will leave you enough money to enjoy the best of Europe — shopping, 
sightseeing, and. of course, gourmet treats. It's all part of Swissair's 
Alpine Experience. For your free Alpine Experience brochure, call 
your travel agent or 1-800-662-0021, ext. 17. 

http://www.swissair.com 



Pockoge costs are per person based on double occuponcy 
and round-trip Economy Class air travel from h4ew YorV, 
Newark or Boston Surcharges from other gateways opply 
Fees, taxes and airport charges of up to S37 not included. 
Certain conditions and restrictions apply. 



swissair^^ world's most refreshing airline. 

Partner in ifie Delta Air lines, AAidwest Express, US Airways and Air Conoda frequent flyer prcjgrams. 

Cop, I .J. ..u., .: a.Ll ijl 



Lake Tahoe. 

t's not just another ski destination. 

It's another world. 




C'mon. Break away. Explore a place that's 
unlike anything you've ever experienced. 



Where you can take your pick 
from the largest concentration of ski 
resorts in all of North America. Where 
snow falls to record-breaking depths. 
Where casino excitement and headlining 
entertainment are unmatched. Where 
restaurants and lodging options offer 
infinite variety. And where an explosion of 
natural beauty provides a backdrop for 
some of the most spectacular skiing and 
riding on earth. 

Did we say earth? Forgive us. 
Lake Tahoe. Clearly, out of this world. 

IBEOD/TftHDEI 

With 125+ flights daily, 
getting here is a breeze. 

For your free Winter Vacation 
Guide, call 

800.588.SNOW 

www.SkiLakeTahoe.com 
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gaggle's narrow middle 
actually provides a 
wider field of vision 
and also improves ven- 
lilation. because the 
shape accommodates 
larger side vents. 

Gordini 

Gordini introduces a 
new venting system 
and 224 degrees of 
panoramic vision on 
its Intrepid goggle 
($75). For venting. uvEXXOi 
there's a centered, 
adjustable, hinged flap that controls 
the amount of airflow, drawing air 
down across the entire lens and then 
out the small vents at the bottom. 

Pan Optx 

The Pan OpL\ brand was invented by an 
oral surgeon who applied his knowledge of 
the face's skeletal structure to create opti- 
cal protection. The new Pan Optx Raptor 
($95-$155. depending on lens type) looks 



like a sunglass but 
feels more like a 
goggle. It uses an 
orbital seal creat- 
ed by the combina- 
tion of adjustable 
temples and soft, 
hypoallergenic foam 
that's designed to 
pull closer to the 
eye's surrounding 
bone structure. The 
result is a snug 
wrap around the eye 
area that shields it 
from wind. dust, and 
snow. For defogging. there's a filtered 
airflow-ventilation system at the top 
and bottom of the frame plus a dual 
lens with an antifog coating. 

Oakley 

Oakley's Pro goggle ($103) has a two- 
layer foam lining topped with a 
Polarfleece foam. The combination is 
supposed to wick moisture from the 
face, retaining warmth and preventing 
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BUGZ BARRACUDA 




The Skier's Online Resource 



> 1 • 



Daily snow reports from 
500 areas around the 
Wni Zef^ world. 



Customized resort finder, 
travel deals, destination 
news, and ski area reviews. 




Htm 




Skiers post tidbits on gear, 
travel, and their downhill 
experiences. 



Late-breaking news from the 
world of skiing, with complete 
coverage of the Olympics and the 
World Cup. 

Interactive ski and boot finder, 
product reviews, and the latest 
on innovations. 



Expert advice for all abilities, 
personalized tips, and ranking of 
lultJ^ instructors. 




SMJU, from the editors of SKI and Skiing magazines, can be 
found on America Online using the keyword "skinet." 



It's going 

home 

that's 



tough. 






Los Ancilis 



Lake Tohoe can be reached by non-stop, direct, and 
connecting service into Reno/Tahoe International Airport. 



Wherever in the world you happen to live, you can get to our 
world with ease. 

Reno/Tahoe International Airport offers more daily non-stop 
jet service-from more U.S. cities and beyond -than any other 
ski destination airport in the country. Eleven airlines provide 
more than 125 flights every day. And once you've landed, 
choose from the continent's largest concentration of ski 
resorts -all within about an hour's drive. 

125+ flights daily 

For your free Winter Vacation Guide, call 

800.588.SNOW 

w/w/w. S ki La keTa h oe. CO m 
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Alaska Airlines • American Airlines • America West Airlines • Delta • Northwest Airlines • RenoAir 
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Shuttle by United • Skywest • Southwest Airlines • TWA • United 
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Propensity for Intensity 

Hirting with disaster witli free siciing's Mr. Ciean 

By Susan Reifer 




Chris Davenport wipes ihe con- 
densation from the inside of the 
helicopter window and peers out at 
a knife-edged Alaskan summit danc- 
ing just out of reach. Wind buffets 
the chopper. The helicopter reels 
back from the precipice, approach- 



es the mountain again, spins, backs off. makes another 
pass. The pilot brings the chopper around again, finally 
managing to touch one half of one skid to the mountain. 
IJke a hovering bug extending a feeler, he holds the heli 
steady and gives a nod. 

Normally. Davenport is free skiing"s clean-cut. all- 
American nice guy. But now he is wholly transformed. Gone 
is the well-behaved ambassador of the Aspen Skiing 
Company. Gone is the Obermeyer poster boy. In his place 
sils a calculated and confident extreme dude. Suddenly. he"s 
wickedly gleeful and pumped with adrenaline. "Mr. Clean." 
he chortles. "Mr. Clean!" 

Davenport is about to do something no one else has done, 
something that many of his friends and rivals have only 
dreamed of doing: land by heli and ski from the summit of Mr. 
Clean, a massive, inverted fang of a peak just outside Valdez. 
Alaska. Out of the helicopter, we huddle on a poslage-stamp- 
sized landing zone, dangerous terrain plunging from all sides 
and the hovering helicopter's skids dangling perilously close. 
Then the chopper lifts away and is gone. 

"It's not the most beautiful peak in the Chugach. or the 
biggest, or the steepest, but it has some sort of mystique 
about it." Davenport explains. "It started on my first trip to 
Valdez |in 19961. Someone pointed it out and said. There's 
Mr. Clean. l.^)ok at that line. That's never been skied. " 

For Davenport, the pursuit of summits is a kind of calling. 
"I jusl have this addiction." he enthuses, "a desire to spend 
my life in environments that are vertically oriented. The 
most spiritually rela.xed and peaceful moments I've had are 
introspective summit moments, when I'm on top of a peak." 

Davenport slings his Salomon X-Mountains over his 
shoulder and climbs the few remaining yards to the pinna- 
cle of Mr. Clean. The vista is immense: rocks, cornices, 
craggy peaks, the port of Valdez In the distance, a monu- 
mental arc of blue sky. 



"When you stand on top of your first big mountain, the 
view punches you like a heavyw eight hitting you in the face." 
he says. 'Bam! It takes your breath away. You just don't 
even know what to say. Your jaw drops. You look out. Then 
you look down and realize you have .=i.000 feel of sleeps and 
powder below you." 

The descent from the summit is a 45- to 55-degree 
ramp with massive cliff exposure on one side. Some 2.000 
feet down, the ramp takes a left turn and funnels into a 
narrower chute. Below thai lie several thousand feel of 
wide-open, low-angle powder fields. 

After examining the snow and considering safety zones 
and routes. Davenport dives into motion, taking a wind- 
packed ridge on the cliff side of the ramp. His turns are 
lean, fluid, and fast. Suddenly, cracks shoot out all around 
him. Avalanche! The ripping chunks of consolidated wind- 
slab move quickly, not down the ramp but toward the cliff. 
The torrent of unleashed snow plummets over the cliff like 
a fat Hawaiian waterfall, exploding into a river of motion on 
the powder fields below. 

Later. Davenport will explain that he had a premonition 
of the avalanche moments before it actually occurred, and 
when it did. how he punched into the bed layer with his poles 
and arms, self-arresting against the terrible drive toward the 
cliff s edge, then somehow getting out of harm s way. How 
vivid and unnerving the experience was. How it was the clos- 
est call he'd ever had. 

Davenport does not ooze recklessness. At 26. he's a sea- 
soned rock. ice. and mountain climber as well as an experi- 
enced backcouniry skier. He says things like. "Even though you 
think you've made the right call, you can'i ever be 100 percent 
sure." and "The snow always has one card that you don't have." 

Bui he d/d choose the line nearest Mr. Clean's sharpest 
edge. And he'd undoubtedly make the same choice again. 

"1 have a propensity for intensity." Davenport admits. 
"I've had it all my life." He admits to being sobered by his 
close call on Mr. Clean, but it hasn't deterred him. "The 
more experience I can pack in. the better off I'm going to 
be. If I was working a nine to five job. five days a week, and 
making money for someone else. I'd always be daydream- 
ing about what 1 could be doing. Now. instead of day- 
dreaming. I'm doing what I wanl to do." * 
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PUNPEO UP 

SNOWMAWNG » \ - • v ' J^.'*** 
SPEED & COVERAGE. I •.. 
40°» more firepowef this year, v.; Hi, 
double the firepowef (Of next year. ^.'^ 



Skiing 




re revolutio 

It's about a revolution 2 years in the making. It's about the largest lift system in North America, 

inrliiHinn niir cornnA cfat-o-r>f.tho-3 rt nnnHnla Tt'c ahniit Th<» IIIHmst'P fnnnpftinn 



linking Killington to Pico. It's about the awesome new Killington Grand Hotel and Crown Club. 
It's about skiing and riding on 100 miles of trails-the distance from Philadelphia to New York City. 
And, it's about the tireless pursuit of fun. Join us this winter and revolt against SKI weeks 
ordinary vacation packages forever. START AT *279. p.pjn.c 
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LINKS KILLINGT0Nl4"picC 
• 'er.xonstriiction for'1997-9L 
) be completed 1998-99. 




□^illington 



1 -800-621 -MTN8 

www.killington.coni 



FOR FREE KIlllNBTON TIMES 24-PACE VACATION GUIDE, FILL OUT THE COUPON BELOW & MAIL TO; 
KILLINCTON RESORT, 432AB KILLINCTON ROAD, KILLINCTON, VT 05751 OR CALL 1 -800-621 -MTNS. 



Name 


Address 




City 


State 


Zip 


Day Phone 


Evening Phone 





I E-mail Address (Would like to receive complimentary updates & information?)_ 

I Date of Birth: 

I Do you primarily: □ Ski □ Snowboard □ Or do both equally Ability: □ Beginner □ Intermediate □ Advanced _i Expert 

• Have you ever been to Killington? J Yes J No How many members of your household ski? 

j Howmanydaysayeardoyouski? J 1-5 □6-10 J 11-20 □20-1- 
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lies the closest thing 
to anything-goes 
skiing in the East. 



1 



5 



More than a decade ago, a regrettable career choice had put me in 



eastern Pennsylvania for a substan tial part of 




each month. By early winter I was frantic to get on snow. After work 



one night, I sought out otie of the brightly lit downhill 



and 



areas that dotted the countryside, snapped on cross-country skis 



and star ted skating uphill. In fewer ^ ^ ^ 1^ ] T 

than a hundred feet of vertical I was pulled over by the patrol. 
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\l SUnve mine things haven't changed at all, like ^ep^(. 
tallest church steeple in Stowe village (opposite pa^eJ.Oi 
things have changed only a little, like the much-photogmphed 
Waterfall under the gondola, which is iiptv an official trail 
(it's on the trail map). 



What did I think I was doing? Just trying to get in a self- 
propelled workout. 1 explained, and yes. 1 was going to the top. 
"How do you plan on getting down?" the patroller asked. 
"Well, ski down," 1 answered. 
"On those?" 
"Uh. yeah." 

"Where are you from?" the patroller asked. 
"Stowe." 1 replied. 
"Ski anywhere." he said. 

Stoire has a rcpuldtion as a major building 
block of lerinont skiing. The second chairlifi in 
the country. The nation's oldest organized ski patrol. A town, 
mountain, and ski club that have fed racers to the national 
and Olympic ski teams since the 'SOs. A showpiece of 
Eastern skiing. 

The mountain is also a touchstone, where one's skills and lim- 
itations are verified. It's quintessential Vermont: hard, biting, and 
constrained. With a quartet of intimidating trails called the Front 
Four that, true to their collective name, can deliver an off-the- 
snap hit that will set many skiers back on their heels. It's a place 
where you'd better be on your edges. "Yeah. 1 know." a friend says 
resignedly. "Stowe: A wicked-tough, frozen mountain." 

Uc//. I 're been here for 2C roars, and the 
Sloaw I knoir is far more I ban that. It s the clos- 
est thing to free-form, anything-goes skiing in the East. But 
more than that, at a time of rampant consolidation, it's a place 
that has seized and defends the high ground, making a stand- 
alone statement that there's a unique kind of skiing here. 

First, a note on semantics. Stowe is the town, a small village 
where the longtime livelihood of farming and logging is evident 
in the architecture and land. "The mountain." as locals simply 
refer to it. is Mount Mansfield. At 4.393 feet it's Vermont's 
highest peak, and arguably its most recognizable. From the 
east, its two-mile-long ridgeline resembles an upturned, recum- 
bent face in profile, with topography expressed as physiognomy: 
the Forehead, the Nose, a long upper lip. Adam's Apple, and the 




matter what you're on." 

Indeed, the mountain is the great leveler. At the Tuesday ski- 
bum races, those for whom Standard and Poor's is a daily ref- 
erence compete with those for whom it's more of a lifestyle 
description. 
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decidedly Leno-esque Chin for a summit. (Given the mountain's 
appearance, it's inevitable, perhaps, that early ski trails — early 
here meaning the '30s — were named Nose Dive and Chin Clip.) 
The only thing green atop this tallest of the Green Mountains 
are the sedges and mosses of the Alpine tundra, which thrive 
above ireeline in the harsh, unsparing environment. 

Stowe either sucks you in or spits you out. Ask locals why 
they're in. and you'll likely hear it's for the mountain, for the 
terrain. Jake Carpenter is a relatively recent arrival of four 
years' residence. (He puts his middle name, Burton, on a line of 
snowboards you may have heard of.) While he's not about to 
diss the southern Vermont slopes that nurtured his business. 
Mount Mansfield, for him. "feels more natural." In Stowe, he 
says, "Everybody's into that mountain: it's part of the attitude 
and ethic. If you can gel down in good form, you gel respect, no 



skis early. It's the only area 1 know of that opens at 7:30 a.m. on 
weekends and holidays (8 on weekdays). In December and early 
January, making a chair at virtually first light and barely past 
the coldest hours of the day could be considered morning sick- 
ness by the uninitiated. 

But locals show up for unfettered, uncrowded rides. For a 
kind of light and a sweep of possibility that comes at no other 
time. Stowe's senior class knows it. This dawn-patrol of guys in 
their 60s and 70s work the hill, unjoslled, for a couple of hours 
and then take off. 

Even more show up on powder days, when a storm surge 
pushes a tide of otherwise responsible locals up the Mountain 
Road, giving the morning the feel of an impending land rush. 
It's not easy to transact business in Stowe on the morning of a 
powder day. 
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Stoive skierg are 
adventuroiiH (like 
Nate Merrill in the 
trees off the top of the 
gondi, at left); they're 
fit (like thin racer 
in the annual Stowe 
Derby, above); and 
they're greedy (when 
they can 't get enough 
skiing during the day, 
they make use of the 
lighted trails under 
the gondola). 




But locals will tell you they're here for the Front — for 
National and Liflline. Starr and Goat, the latter pair groomed 
only by the skis and boards of those preceding. It's hard to tell 
what you're getting into until you're into it. From the narrow 
gap through the fence at the top of Starr, the trail simply drops 
from view in the space of a couple of turns. And only by drop- 
ping in will you find out how much slack the ledge on the right 
will cut you before you go anaerobic working down a trail of 
unrelenting steepness and bumps. 

■Alternatively, you can start at the top and drop down Hay 
Chute onto Goat. From its narrow, ledgy entrance. Goat puts 
you in a choke hold, momentarily slackening pressure only by 
virtue of the teeter-totter of its twisting, birch-bordered length, 
then dropping you into giant Volkswagen bumps at the bottom. 

In all. the Front Four urge you to keep in mind an admoni- 
tion some friends and I were given by the late Adi Yoerg. a 



renowned mountaineer in the Alps who immigrated to Stowe 
after WW 11 to teach skiing and tennis: "Remember, boys, don't 
loiter in the fall line." 

And the fall line is leg-burning continuous — another of 
Stowe's distinguishing marks. Most trails run top to bottom. 
Mansfield is by and large free of the connect-the-dots kind of 
skiing that elsewhere turns mountains into mazes. 

For a long time. Stowe had a reputation for testing not only 
skiers' mettle but their metal, in the early '80s Stowe's groom- 
ing and snowmaking were below par. The rock-hard surfaces 
passing for snow had a nacreous, menacing sheen. Local photo- 
grapher and author Peter Miller wryly suggested optimism in a 
letter to the town paper. He had. he reported, fired a .22 caliber 
pistol at point-blank range into a ski trail. The slug penetrated 
a quarter-inch into the snowpack. "1 therefore conclude," he 
wrote, "that the mountain is not bullet- 
proof." 

The situation began to turn around by 
1990. Money was put into the mountain 
in the form of a new fleet of grooming 
machines, including a winch cat. New 
trails were cut on the mountain's easier, 
sunny east side, offering an in-your-face 
view of bulbous Dewey Mountain and 
Skytop. the spine that serves as the high 
point of the Trapp Family Lodge cross- 
country trail system. Buffed, but not blis- 
tered, by judicious bulldozing, some long- 
time favorites like Hayride and Gulch 
skied — almost imperceptibly — smoother. 

On its other side, Stowe got a Chin lift. 
The cramped, aging gondola was replaced 
by an eight-passenger model that reduced 
the ride to the top to seven minutes and 
had been repositioned to minimize the 
effect of wind. Skiers loaded the new gon- 
dola lower down the hill, in a cupola- 
topped red barn. The old gondola building 
was transformed into the Midway Base 
Lodge, where you can get fresh-baked 
bagels and danish. The constrictive neck 
on the Gondolier trail — which gave skiers the rock-and-a-hard- 
place option of heading right, scouring ski bases, or drifting left, 
uncomfortably close to a tower — was opened up. And lights 
were added to the full length of the trail, introducing night 
skiing to Stowe. 

Another vital improvement had to be skied to be believed. 
During spring break last year, Stowe took a classic New England 
body shot — rain followed by plummeting temperatures. The 
next day. locals took to the mountain in bright sunshine, braced 
for the old grate and skid. But after a couple runs, skiers were 
pulling up onto the Midway deck happily dazed: The hill wasn't 
just barely skiable. it was downright great. What had happened? 
Snowmaking. Stowe had invested $3 million in snowmaking the 
year before, and this was the first opportunity to demonstrate 
its full capabilities. The Front Four may still be unforgiving, but 
the rest of the mountain has become more genial. 
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Other improvements <ui the hill had been 
^oin^ on. rery quietly, for the belter part of 
two deeades: rohintary labor performed by 
a ghost brigade irhose license plates 
announce their pursuit — l'(mi)i:ii. Ol I I'STi:, 
TltiJlSKI. Sifting silently onto the mountains' wooded flanks 
with clippers and bow saws from spring llirougli fall, they cut up 
deadfall and pruned intrusive puckerbrush. 

Eastern powder, understand, is not an oxymoron. Slowc gels 
its share — 270 inches or so. annually — thanks in pari to lis 
proximity to Lake Champlain. (The patrol calls it Cham()lain. not 
champagne, powder.) But it's wind, the updrafts over the moun- 
tain, that moves the snow around, into the woods, mostly, 
awarding some 50 days of boot top or belter. 

The woods at Slowe are a kind of parallel universe, an 
adjunct for the ambitious. When you're in them, you can hear 
other skiers, sometimes see Iho groomed trails, but you're far 
away. They are not for the faint of heart: "I went into the Stowe 
woods an expert." a visiting friend said. "I emerged a beginner." 
Some shots are decidedly smallbore: slight, slithery sidelracks. 
But the stuff in the deep trees is different, some 1 .600 to 2.000 
vertical feet of mature hardwoods with sleeps that can run 40 
degrees or more. 

But the woods constitute 
only a part of how Stowe skis 
for locals. The trail map puts 
skiable terrain at 480 acres. 
Mansfield itself is at least 10 
times that. And Stowe skiers 
are all over it. "It's kind of a 
mystical thing, a challenge to 
know every inch of the 
acreage, the snow knots and 
miniexposures," says local 
Matt Mancini. 

The exposed, jagged, 
stern ridgeline of Mansfield's 
summit just dares the adven- 
turous to ski there. A visiting 
skier on the gondola jerks his 
head toward it. "Anybody ski 
there?" he asks. 

"It's been known to hap- 
pen." 1 reply. 

"Is it extreme?" 

You could say that. A 
week earlier, my friend 
Barry and I were up there. A 
season-pass holder who's 
here nearly every weekend, 
Barry skis with the knowl- 
edge of a local and with a ferocity fueled by weekdays on the 
floor of the New York Slock Exchange, lie was poised in one of 
a number of runnels that seam the summit. Constricted to begin 
with, it had been further hollowed by heel-siding snowboarders. 
Suspended from the tips and tails of his 203-cm Elans on 
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scoured snow that's at 45 degrees and will steepen as it nar- 
rows to 50. he looked back up at me. "Evidently a poor choice 
of tools for today," he observed. 

\one of this would hare surprised the old 
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Introducing 
Marriott Rewards. 

If s never been 
easier to earn points. 

(You re welcome ) 

Or harder to decide 
where to use them. 

(Sorry) 



HOTELS RESORTS SUITES ^^^joM^^^ IHlPiaggl VACATION CLUB. SiDtes 



Vacation VilUs •J^mtttt. CONFERENCE CENTERS 



Now you can earn points at nearly a thousand different hotels in the Marriott family, so free vacations 
come quicker than ever. Redeem your points for free stays at our hotels, or choose from cruises, airline 
miles or other great rewards. For more information click over to our Web site (www.marriottrewards.com), 
or pick up the phone and call 800-249-0800 to enroll. 



ViSA 



Here's an offer exclusive ly for VISA® cardholders: 
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f or that oldtime feeling, yitu can rent the 
Stone Hut at the top of the mountain. 

man si fling ncross fnnn inv as irv radc np the 
neir gondola al ils dcdicalion si.r years ago. 

He smiled faintly as he looked through the window al my down- 
hill skis hung with free-heel cable bindings and then at my plastic- 
cuffed, scuffed leather telemark boots. "You know, in the old 
days." he commented, "we didn"i have downhill trails, and we 
didn't have cross-country trails. We just had ski trails." 

Charlie Lord, now in his 90s. was head of a Civilian 
Conservation Corps crew in the '30s. He laid out and — with ax 
and crosscut saw — cut Mansfield's original trails. (There was 
an assist from dynamite, passed up the mountain by a human 
chain.) A hand-drawn 1943 map offers proof of these bygone 
skier byways. Many are unknown even to locals, others have 
simply disappeared. But a few have been brought back by the 
efforts of John Higgins. director of the Mansfield cross-country 
ski center, and local volunteers. 

Four of us are at the top of one such trail, though it appears 
we're staring into a thicket. It's actually Lord's first trail, the 
Bruce, abandoned when the first lift pulled skiers away from the 
hike-to ski trails. We've already done six runs on groomers as 
well as an exquisite deep-woods line. And then we had plunged 
for 30 turns through columnar maples and shin-deep powder, 
before working our way down two drainages that spit us out 
under a ledge which has turned Into a 30-foot pipe organ of 
aquamarine ice. 

Should we do the Bruce, too? One friend settles it by launch- 
ing into the trail. We see him only twice more before we've 
dropped 2,200 feet in three kilometers and popped out into the 
Ranch Valley on Mansfield's nordic trails. As we pole and skate 
another five kilometers to the Mountain Road and then hitch a 
ride back to the base lodge. 1 have time to think. What have we 
been doing this morning? Alpine skiing? Randonn6e? Cross- 
country? I know the answer, as will anyone familiar with the 
place. I've Just been skiing Stoive.-^ 
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destination: StOWe 



VITAl STATIITICI ■ ■ ■ • '■: i 

IIP tiEHiiii: 4,393 feet ■ ■ \ 

lEiTicii imp: 2,360 feet 

mill tiiHMii: 260 inches 

iHUii: 480 sklable acres: •16% 159% ^25% 

iini: 1 eight-person gondola, 1 high-speed quad, 1 triple, 

6 doubles, 1 surface lift . . 

IRFIIMIIIIR Ml lElHiililit: 800-253-4SKI; 802-253-7321 

«Ei iiie: www.stowe.com 

tETTINB TIERE 

Major airlines fly to Burlington, 40 minutes from the ski area. 
Stowe is 325 miles from New York, 205 miles from Boston, 
and 537 miles from Washington, D.C. Shuttle buses are 
available, but if you're staying In town, rent a car. 

PIICEI 

A full-day adult ticket was $48 last season; $28 for children 
6 to 12 and adults over 65. Kids 5 and under ski free. 
Buying a multiday ticket can save you $6-$16 per day. 

LOBBING 

Topnotch (800-451-8686) includes the most lavish spa In 
town. The Trapp Family Lodge (800-826-7000) has just under- 
gone a million-dollar renovation. The Gables Inn (800-422- 
5371) and the Siebeness Inn (800-426-9001) carry on the 
tradition of the small, homey ski lodge. Ditto for the 
Walkabout Creek Lodge (800-426-6697) on Edson Hill, which 
attracts a young, energetic crowd. For families and groups, 
the Inn at Turner Mill (800-992-0016) is a good choice. 

Fill I DilNK 

The Shed is a Stowe classic. The Whip Is one of the most 
elegant bars in town, with fireside dining and historic photos 
lining the back corridor. For upscale, contemporary American 
cuisine, try Blue Moon or Tanglewoods (eight miles south of 
town, the latter a good bet at peak periods). Both the classic 
lie de France and the eclectic, wood-grilled specialties of 
Aslago Bistro have strong local followlngs. For fast food try 
Homebake Pizza, the Brown Bag, or the Harvest Market. 

NIGITLIFE 

Partying starts mldafternoon at the venerable Den in the 
Mansfield Base Lodge. Down the Mountain Road, the raucous 
Matterhorn has a Key West meets the Front Four look. Hard 
club-partying is at the Rusty Nail, patterned after one of 
Stowe's original boogie barns. Music in more subdued set- 
tings can be found at the Buttertub at Topnotch and Charley 
B's at the Stoweflake. 

INIIIE TIACKS 

• A multiday ticket at Stowe includes a day of skiing at 
Smugglers' Notch, reached via Snuffy's interconnect trail. 

• Stowe has 150 kilometers of groomed X-C trails at four 
areas and twice that on backcountry touring trails. 

• Sleigh rides are available at Edson Hill and at the Trapp 
Family and Stowehof lodges.— J.D. with Jason Starr 
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F;fst descent. 

Bkj ioomer of a face. 

No fooni for error. 



Rossignol's DUALTEC construction gives me the edge-bite of a 90° sidewall 
to keep me locked on the snow — even a 50° slope. It's all about control; 
something to count on when I'm putting it all on the edge. 
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luly 1 9, 1 997 - Amond DuBuque, first descent of Mowich Face, Mount Rainier. Photo by Cari Skoog. 
www.rossignol.com . © 1 997 Rossignol Sid Company, Inc. 
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lApril , the poet said, is the cruelest month, 
and Kevin McCarthy was starting to believe' 
it. He had expected a few setbacks. After 
all, logistical snafus, money problems, and 
flaky athletes are all part of the bargain for a 
first-time filmmaker. But who could have pre- 
dicted that halfway through his dream shoot - 
in Valdez, Alaska, he wouldn't have a single^ 
frame on tape? 

Turning out a 30-minute snowboar 
video had not, at first, seemed like a particu 
larly complicated endeavor. McCarthy was 
only 23, but already he'd had some photos 
published and made a few connections in' 
:he industry, and he itched to make the jump;^ 
0 the next level — motion pictures. Last 
November, when he met Valdez heli-ski - 
operator Dean Cummings, the die was cast " 
jCummings offered him a deal on chopp> 
ime in late April, the prime weather windov 
and McCarthy fired off a check for $3,000 
Valdez: That was the key to making 
great movie. It was where the big boys like 
^;/V.Steve Winter and the Hatchett brothers 
jj^'shot, the place you got the hugest descents, 
'-'*he sickest lines, the biggest rock drops. 

Of course, for an unsponsored rookie likel 
McCarthy, certain corners had to be cut. 





The Swiss extremist American 
free skiers love to hate, 
Dominique Perret (left), and 
Frenchman Bruno Bertrand 
cut up the Chugach. Inset: 
Barbie shooter Brett Tuttle and 
his cannon-sized Betacam. 





Film might look better than video but was 
way too expensive. So he rented a Betacam 
and a massive zoom lens — three grand fo 
the week, including the cameraman — and 
signed up a couple of boarder buddies from 
Vail as the talent. None of the four had eve 
set foot in Alaska. 

In Anchorage, the crew rented a miniva 
and began the six-hour drive down t 
Valdez. Each turn in the road revealed som 
new, untracked, improbably photogeni 
peak glistening under the storied Alaska 
sun. But on the homestretch, as the 
descended Thompson Pass, the cloud 
rolled in, and the light went gray and flat. I 
stayed that way the next day, and the next, 
and the next. There wasn't anything to d 
but lie around the Village Inn and play Seg 
Game Station, hit the bars at night, and wait 



Every spring the principals of the ski and snowboard 
movie business pile into Vaidez thick and last. like salmon 
returning home to spawn. Drive up Thompson Pass on any 
given (sunny) day in April and you'll catch four or five or six 
of them at work, spilling out of their RVs. swarming over 
the landscape, documenting everything that moves. "In 
short." says James Angrove. RAP films founder and an 
annual returnee, "it's the ultimate cluster-f — . " 

Why Vaidez? It s probably the most convenient place in 
the world to shoot steep powder, thanks to a unique mar- 
itime snowpack that clings with reasonable reliability to 
50-plus-degree slopes, the easy access the Richardson 
Highway offers to the interior of the Chugach Range, and 
Alaska's love affair with extravagant, gas-guzzllng heli- 
copters and snow machines. But that's only part of the 
story. In the past few years. Vaidez has evolved Into much 
more than a movie set. It's become the ski world's answer 
to the Cannes Film Festival. 

"What it is is a trade show for photographers, filmers, 
and talent. " explains Angrove. "As much gets done off the 
mountain as on." 

"It's the Superbowl." agrees Steve Winter, the 29-year- 
old auteur of such cult classics as The Hedonist. The Tribe, 
and Fetish. "It really doesn't matter if you have a ticket to 
the game. You just show up for the party." 

Every summer the Images recorded in Vaidez get edited 
and set to music. By fall they're playing in your local video 
store or running on ESPN2. And for the ski industry in 
particular, it's been a godsend. The Vaidez school of film- 
makers has created a whole new discipline ("free skiing") 
and a new roster of stars (Seth Morrison, Kent Kreltler, 
Shane McConkey, Dean Cummings, etc). 

You could argue, of course, that skiing has merely 
repackaged itself as snowboarding, complete with a thrash 
soundtrack. But its filmmakers insist it's more than that. "I 
think the reason snowboarding took off was the counter- 
culture." says Angrove. "It came from the ghetto to skaters 
to boarders, and It brought in that street Image, especially 
In fashion and music — the bad-boy Image. Now bad boy Is 
over. The Idea is just to be cool, to emulate a cool image. 
It's a free-splrlt, unstructured thing.... Now I'd have to say 
skiing Is more against the grain. It might actuall^be more 
radical and off the wall then snowboarding." 

Which is not to say that every ski movie shot in Vaidez is 
cool. Watch a few back-to-back, and a certain monotony 
starts to creep in. Dealing with it Is the Big Challenge. "I'm 
always thinking, 'What can I do for an opener? What can I 
shoot that hasn't been shot?'" Angrove says. "I've done the 
big Indian head downtown, the eagles, the tankers. The 
snowboard guys always do something with guns, that's 
been worked to death." 

For the true believers, though, openers don't matter. 
That's Warren Miller territory — just window dressing. What 
counts is that, year after year, tlic sliooier goes back in 
search of the long line, the T)Tg drop, the epic pow. 

"Boring?" says one Vaidez addict. "It's like if you're a 
surfer watchiinf!'fooiage of Pipeline. Is Pipeline boring?" 



Why even the French (Bruno Bertrand again) come to Vaidez 
to film: fabulous mountains, spectacular snow. At right: Steve 
Winter, the cutting-edge free-skiing filmmaker. 
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By 10:30 Wednesday morning. Central Casting — a.lea. the Village Inn parking lot — is 
teeming with activity. The sky is cracking blue, and skiers and riders decked out in harnesses and 
transceivers clank around self-imporlantly. forming little alliances du jour. The ideal, of course, is 
to get on a ship with a film crew or a photographer, but it can be a delicate dance, because ski 
filmmakers — as opposed to their snowboarding counterparts, who tend to have larger budgets — 
rarely pick up their talent's heli-tabs. 

"Mornings, everything is evolving." Angrove explains. "I may be planning four runs, and 
have six or eight guys who want to be in seats. You know, my A. B. and C riders. If they re in their 
sponsors' stuff, they pay for the seats. If they're in my stuff — cause I have sponsors, too — then 
maybe I'd pay. It's a bit of a problem, actually." 

But today, after three days of overcast, there's minimal negotiating. A few people are lined 
up at the phone, calling in to their sponsors, but a lot of others seem willing to dip into their 
personal heli-budgets and just go. "Free" skiing at $85 per run. 

As the morning rolls on. Brett Tuttle. McCarthy's hired shooter, starts to get a little panicky. 
He's been up since eight, waiting for the rest of the crew to show up. "1 cannot believe those 
guys." he says, glancing at his watch. "What do they do last night? They go to the Totem and get 
totally wasted." 

With his pink-tinted, horn-rimmed glasses and dopey. 'TOs-era parka. Tuttle is not exactly on 
the cutting edge of Valdez chic. But his Betacam gets some respectful glances, and. after a while, 
one of the skiers wanders over to check it out. 

"Take a look, dude." Tuttle says, glad for the distraction. "That's a 33-to-l lens. Pretty f — ing 
sick. You could be over on one of those peaks" — he points off across the Valdez harbor at the moun- 
tains that rise up behind the oil pipeline terminus — "and I could see the expression on your face." 

Well, maybe. At that distance it would lake an optical device on the order of the Hubble 
telescope to make out a human face. But the skier lets it slide. 

"So what's that thing weigh?" he asks. 

"I don't know— 120. 130 pounds." Tuttle says. "The tripod head alone is 40." 
"So I guess you're shooting barbie." the skier says. 
"Barbie?" says Tuttle. "No. a couple of riders from Vail." 

"Not Barbie the doll." the skier scoffs. "Barbie as in barbecue. As in they plunk you down at 
the bottom of the hill, somewhere flat." 

"Hey. I'm not ashamed." Tuttle says. "I'm not one of these guys skiing the 50-degree slopes 
with the 50-pound pack." 

After the guy leaves. Tuttle excuses himself. "Urn. I think I'm gonna go wake up my crew." he 
says. "I don't care how hung over they are." 

H20 Heli Adventures. Dean Cummlngs' operation, is 
headquartered in a little log cabin nine miles outside of town, at 
the foot of Thompson Pass. Cummings' old van. a relic from 
^ his days as a nomad on the mogul circuit, is parked 
out front, its side door sprung open to reveal 
shag carpeting, a 55-gallon drum of aviation 
fuel, and a case of Lucky Lager. Propped 
against the bumper is a plywood sign 
spray-painted with the words "Fly Now." 

Inside, a convivial guide named 
Cowboy strums a guitar before the wood- 
stove while Cummings' girlfriend works 
charge-card plate. Cummings him- 
self is on the phone. "I'm telling 
\oii. that's not just the bro price." 
i^hi 's saying in a quasi-Hawaiian 
surf drawl. "That's the super- 
-bra price." He puts the 
phone down and rolls his 
eyes. "You know what the 
iSki industry is all 
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How much pitch can a mountain have 
and still hold snow? Canadian Eric 
Pehota explores the limits. 




about?" he says. "It's about everybody just grinding, 
grinding, grinding. People need to get serious." 

Of course, in his triple capacity as heli-enlrepre- 
neur. head guide, and frequently featured ski-movie 
star. Cummings is lK)th grinder and grindee. But 
then, that's the Valdez MO: working deals from all 
sides. If you're Cummings. film crews are a case 
in point. You can charge them to fly them up and 
provide the guide service, and then charge your 
sponsors to ski down in front of their cameras. 

Filmmakers are the heli-ski operations' bread 
and butter, but they're also the hardest clients to 
deal with because they all want the same thing; 
10 fly when the weather is good. "These crews 
come up here with such high expectations but no 
game plan," Cummings says. "They think they can 
do it all in a week. You get six graybird days in a 
row, and then on the one bluebird day. everybody's 
screaming for a ship." Today. Cummings adopts a 
you-snooze-you-lose policy. The beneficiary: Klaus 
Obermeyer Jr.. who turns up at the relatively early 
hour of noon. 

Obermeyer is the kind of guy It would be easy 
to resent. As a scion of the Obermeyer skiwear 
fortune, he's got plenty of money to throw around, 
and he isn't shy about it. While everybody else is 
shooting in the cost-effective 16-mm formal, he's 
lugging around a 35-mm Panavision monster. He's 
also renting, for $500 a day, a Tyler mount, which 
allows him to shoot aerial footage Hollywood-style, 
perched on the skid of a helicopter. And then 
there's his girlfriend, a model-beautiful. English- 
woman who causes a hormonal spike every time 
she treads the halls of the Village Inn. 

But at six foot, six inches and 235 pounds, 
with enthusiasm to match his size, the 28-year- 
old Obermeyer is too big and gregarious not to 
like. The same goes for his film concept, which 
involves mounting 200-cm snowboards with sails 
and windsurfing the curvaceous, snowy swells of 
the Chugach. His stars are Kevin Delaney. a 
snowboarder. and Mark Angullo. a world-class 
windsurfer: after Valdez. the crew will head to 
Maui to film the two cavorting in the sea off 
Hookipa. The point, according to Obermeyer: "It 
doesn't matter if the moisture is frozen or liquid." 

"I really think the guy's trying to go Hollywood, 
you know, and be the next Willy Bogner." sniffs one 
Every spring the principals Obermeyer s impoverished rivals. 

of the ski and snowboard movie business o^^ermeyer laughs 
pile into Valdez thicl^ and fast, ; '^'^ 
like salmon returning home to spawn. 33y3 -j,^,, 

weakness." But it's an apt comparison: Bogner. 
scion of the Bogner outerwear fortune, filmed most 
of the ski-action sequences in the 007 movies of 
the '70s and '80s. And while Obermeyer hasn't yet 
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1 1 mg. "tar", 0.9 mg nicotine av per cigarette by FTC method 



. ; R J REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO 



What you re 
looking For. 



The men who make the movies, 
full frame, clockwise from top: 
Tom Day, Rob DesLauriers, Mike 
Hatchett, and James Angrove. 




\ 




Filmmakers of Valdez, 
on location at Tsaina 
Lodge. Below, backstage: 
James Angrove, RAP 
Entertainment; Todd Jones, 
■ Teton Gravity Research; 
Scott Gaffney, Straight Up 
Films. Seated, midstage: 
Mike Hatchett, Standard 
Films; independent cine- 
matographer Tom Day, 
Rob DesLauriers, Straight 
Up; and Steve Jones, TGR. 
Frontstage: Steve Winter, 
Reel Adventure Films. 





"It's the Superbowl. 

It really doesn't matter if you 
have a ticket to the game. 

You just show up for the party." 



made ii in Hollywood, his snowsailing and windsurfing concept 
opens the second half of this years Warren Miller movie, 
Snowriders II. 

If there's a spiritual father to the new generation of Valdez 
filmmakers, ifs not so much Warren Miller as Greg Stump, 
whose The Good, the Rad and the (7/jar/y burst upon the scene 
in the fall of 1987. Stump was the first filmmaker to popularize 
the notion of extreme skiing and. perhaps more Importantly, 
the first to demonstrate that a ski movie did not necessarily 
have to be an exercise in corniness. In the Miller worldview. 
skiing is a comic escape from real life, a goofy belly flop into a 
slushy pond. Slump, in contrast, seemed to be driving at some- 
thing deeper and more pure: Skiing as a joyous rejection of the 
stultifying world of nine-to-five corporate dorkdom. a sublime 
form of self-expression, and above all, a noble, almost holy 
pursuit of freedom. At the very least, his films argued, it is a 
legitimate way of life. 

The same ethos lives on in the current crop of ski films. It's 
a strangely intense, earnest message, and you sense it in every 
slow-motion, deep-powder frame, hear it in the pounding 
refrains of the soundtrack: Do not shrink from life, but go forth 
and live it to the fullest. Jump, plunge, seize the day! You 
discern it, too. in the various working titles the Valdez film- 



makers are bandying about: Pura Vida (Steve Winter), Harvest 
(Teton Gravity Research). Promised Land (Scott Gaffney). 

The best testament, though, is the careers of the filmmakers 
themselves, which are, increasingly, real careers. Take the case 
of Teton Gravity Research's founders, Todd and Steve Jones, 
and their partner. Dirk Collins. The Jones brothers are gnomish 
quasi-twins. 26 and 27 years old. respectively, who went to a ski- 
oriented prep school in New Hampshire, then moved out to 
Jackson Hole after college. There they met the 26-year-old, 
Alaskan-born Collins. Two springs ago. the threesome came out to 
Valdez to work as guides at Valdez Heli-Ski Guides. Doug 
Coombs's operation. The plan was to fish on a purse seiner in 
Bristol Bay after the season ended, but before they left Valdez. 
they went on a miniexpedition up the Valley of the Tusk. "We were 
camped up there for a week, boot packing up these couloirs and 
skiing down." Todd Jones recalls, splurching tobacco juice into 
the dirt outside the Tsaina Lodge. "There was a cinematographer 
with us. but he was so gripped he would only shoot us from the 
camp. We were like. 'Why don't we just buy our own camera?'" 
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Taste the Rewards o 
(And we'll treat y 

^^^^^^ Starbucks Encore™ is a mail-order 
coffee delivery club like no other. 
It's like having your own personal 
Starbucks store right on your doorstep. 

Not only does Starbucks Encore 
deliver regular shipments of our fresh 
coffees on a schedule you choose, but every 
order is backed by our passion for quality, 
service and the world's best-tasting 
coffees. If you're not 100% satisfied, 
you're free to cancel any time after 
receiving your first shipment 

As A MEMBER, 

you'll love the 
convenience and 
special privileges. 




The Starbucks 
Encore program pampers 
you from the moment 
you join. 

You'll enjoy members- 
only rewards, including oui 
free 32-oz. coffee press and 
a pair of etched-glass logo mugs 
(a $31 value); special values on selected catalog 
merchandise^ members-only shipping and handling 



F Starbucks Encore™ 

OU TO A FREE GIFT.) 

discounts; and the freedom and flexibility to adjust 
your order at any time. And right now, you can get 
started for just $26!* 

Fresh to your door — and your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Your coffee arrives with that straight-from- 

the-roaster freshness, securely sealed in 
our special FlavorLock'" 
bags. And we guarantee 
your satisfaction: If a 
Starbucks product fails to 
meet your expectations, 
we'll gladly replace it or 
refund your money. 

Join today. 

To sign up, 
and receive your 
free gift, call 
1-800-782-7282 
before November 10, 
1997. Then start brewing 
Our elegant ?2-oi. yout Statbucks coffee 

Ciiffci- press and tii o li-nz. j • • u 

aJicd-gUis lugu mugs ure yuurs free and en)oymg the 

when you join Starbucks Encore. , . . /■ 

exclusive rewards of 
Starbucks Encore membership. 



*To join Starbucks Encore: l. Call 1-800-782-7282 and mention offer code AXISKO. 2. Provide your 
name, address, and credit card information to our customer service representative. 3. We'll send you rwo pounds 
of our Encanta Blend~ coffee, along with your free gift, for just $26. Price includes shipping and handling. 
(You may also choose one of our other coffees, but the price may exceed $26.) 4. Every five weeks there- 
after, we will ship the same type and amount of coffee that you ordered for your first shipment, unless you .\ 
call us to cancel or change your delivery schedule. 5. Charges after the first shipment will depend on the ^ ^ 
type and amount of coffee you choose. 6. You can change your coffees or delivery schedule or cancel your * — - 
membership any time after you receive your first shipment. 

Interested but still not sure? Call us and one of our representatives will be happy to answer any questions 
you have. 

This offer is applicable only to mail-order purchases and is not redeemable in our retail stores. Limit one membership 
per household. All prices are in U.S. dollars. Sales tax will be added where applicable. 

Offer good for new, first-time memberships and only for shipments to U.S. addresses. Offer expires November 10, 1997. 




□ Yes. I want to receive regular 
shipments of my favorite Starbucks 
coffees — and enjoy all the 
benefits of Starbucks 
Encore membership. 
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C Vticr now and receive a 
W St.irliiii.ks coffee press and glass 
logo mugs (a $31 value) FREE. 



Call 
1-800-782-7282 

Offer Code: A3CSKO 






If you've taken lessons from a variety of instructors, chances 
you've had a variety of learning experiences. While most of your 
instructors probably worked hard to give you the best lessons they 
could, each one had his or her unique approach and personality. If 
you were lucky, you learned a lot and had more fun than if you'd 
just been skiing on your own. If you were truly blessed, you came back 
a changed skier. 

Hogwash, you say. A ski lesson Is just a ski lesson. We don't agree. 
We think great ski lessons have the power to jump-start a passion for 
the sport and give you a totally new attitude about your athletic poten- 
tial. In fact, we get letters all the time from readers who have had such 
experiences. "I had been skiing for three years, but I never really had 
nuch fun at it until after my lesson with Tim Reeve," wrote a reader 
lio took a two-hour lesson at Squaw Valley with a three-time Skiing 
) winner. 

lid we find this year's Skiing 100? Just as we dM for the 



two years, we contacted ski schools all the across the 
continent and asked them to nominate their most gifted teacher— 
someone whose excellence is recognized by his or her peers, some« 
one who not only promotes sound technique but actually changes a 
student's whole mind-set, instilling true passion for skiing. Then 
we evaluated the schools' submissions and narrowed the list down 
to the 100 best 

Look over this year's roster. Make a copy of it and put It in 
your appointment book or parka pocket. Note that the list includes 
instructors from resorts large and small, so there's no need to wait for 
that Western ski vacation to book a great lesson. Sign up with a 
great instructor close to home. If you do book a lesson, chances 
are excellent that you, too, will be inspired to write us about youi 
experience. Send your comments to Skiing IVIagazine, 929 Peari St.j 
Ste. 200, Boulder, CO 80302, or send an e-mail to Bill Grout 
williebird@aol.com. 
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Blackcomb, British Columbia 

Why is Meg considered Blaciccomb's best instructor? Some people say it's her enthu- 
siasm, a passion so infectious that her clients say. "That's it: I'm going to ski for the 
rest of my life." Others think it's her talent for quickly customizing lessons to suit her 
students' personalities and needs. But quite possibly the thing that most sets Meg 
apart is that, in addition to having nearly 25 years of experience as a ski instructor, 
she's got at least 35 years as a horseback-riding instructor. 

In fact, she still teaches both, working as a full-time ski instructor from November 
to March at Blackcomb and as a full-time equestrian coach from April to October at 
the English riding school she runs on her 83-acre homestead. Meg believes being a 
riding coach has made her a better ski instructor: she says the two sports have a lot 
in common. "Skis don't bile and don't have bad days." she says, but whether you're rid- 
ing on two boards or four hooves, you need to keep your weight balanced, look ahead 
to anticipate changes in speed and terrain, and make your moves smooth and fluid. 
.Another thing the sports share is their potential to throw a scare into you. but her 
background has made her a pro at helping her students take their focus off their fears. 

Not surprisingly. Meg often uses horse analogies when she teaches skiing. For 
example, skiing moguls is like taking a horse through an obstacle course: You need to 
keep sight of several jumps at a time. And once your horse is in the air. be sure to look 
beyond where you're going to land. And if you fall? Well, you don't have be riding Mr. 
Ed to know what to do next. 
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Our third 

annual listing 
of the top ski 
teachers in 
North America. 
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BUTTERMILK 
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ALPINE MEADOWS 


COPPER MOUNTAIN 


1. Anne \l;irle Bruncr** 


20. katy Pcrrcy 


BEARMOUNTAIN\ 


CRESTED BUTTE 


2. Alec Krkebaev** 


2 1 . Dave "Mac" Mcgulre 


HEAVENLY 


KEYSTONE 


3. Steve Evcnson 


22. Tom Newmann 


KIRKWOOD 


PURGATORY 


4. Jim Wilson 


23. Jim Robertson 


MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN 


SNOWMASS 


5. Ksliban Jamicr 


24. John Kneiper 


6. Kelly Bealrstow 


STEAMBOAT 


MOUNTAIN HIGH 


25. Mark Richardson 


7. (;ia\ Sawyer 


TULURIDE 


NORTHSTAR-AT-TAHOE 


26. Cindy Smith 


fi. Chad Shearer 


VAIL (GOLDEN PEAK) 


SIERRA-AT-TAHOE 


27. Kim V\oods 


9. Cheryl Blmbaum 


VAIL (UONSHEAD) 


SNOW SUMMIT 


28. Will Slieh 


10. Jim Waide** 


VAiLonmiGE) 


SQUAW VALLEY 


29. Maurice Babcock 


11. Tim Reeve** 


WINTER PARK 


12. Kllanne Lippelz 


30. Todd Metz 


SUGAR BOWL 


IDAHO 


Mi. Dan Waterson 


SCHWEJT7ERM0UNTAM 




COLORADO 


3 1 . Lance GIdley 


ASPEN HIGHLANDS 


SUN VALLEY 


14. Victoria Carlson 


32. Walde HIrner 


ASPEN MOUNTAIN 


NIAINE 


15. Vance Lemley 


SUGARLOAF/USA 


BEAVER CREEK 


33. Mark Roble 


1 6. Peter Sonntag 


SUNDAY RIVER 


BRECKENRIDGE 


34. Maggie SJostrom-Lorlng 


17. Scoll Ring 




18. Jane Hamlln-Griswold 





MASSACHUSETTS 

BRODIE MOUNTAIN 

35. Jeff Gagnon 

BUTTERNUT BASIN 

36. Rhae DeVerry 

IIMINYPEAK 

37. Edith Root* 

WACHUSEH MOUNTAIN 

38. Lorl Hume 

MICHIGAN 

BOYNE HIGHLANDS 

39. W olfgang Grabner 

BOYNE MOUNTAIN 

40. Todd Crawford 

MINNESOTA 

WELCH VILUWE 

41 . Marlon Maas 

MONTANA 

BIG SKY 

42. John Quinn 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN 

43. Stu Swenson 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

ATTITASH BEAR PEAK 

44. Dave Capron 

CANNON MOUNTAIN 

45. Leigh Starer 

CRANMORE 

46. Quentln Gllmore 

LOON MOUNTAIN 

47. Matt Boyd 

WATERVniE VALLEY 

48. Liz Craveiro 
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Watmille Valley, New Hampshire 



Prejudice is something Liz Craveiro has had to deal 
with her entire life. As a child with one leg severely 
weakened by polio. Liz was told she would never walk 
(let alone ski). But when Waterville Valley chose Liz as 
the ski school's best instructor, they were able to look 
past her disability and see a truly gifted teacher. 
Ironically. Liz believes that the very thing she wants 
people to overlook has helped her to become a better 
skier and instructor. "You can cheat a little on two 
skis." she explains. "Because I'm on one ski. I've had 
to master ski technique." 

She teaches both disabled and able-bodied skiers, 
from beginners to experts, in the bumps, on the steeps, 
and in powder. And. once again, disability has been 
partly the reason for her success. "As an adaptive 
instructor," she says, "you really need a big bag of 
tricks. The PSIA approach may not work, and you have 
to try different methods. Teaching the disabled has 
made me more sensitive to peoples' unique weakness- 
es and strengths." 

Like so many other topflight instructors, she sees 
teaching as a mission. "I've gotten so much out of 
skiing — the mountains, the views, the sunshine — that 
I felt I had to give back what I've enjoyed. I love 
seeing the success of my students. 1 never had these 
opportunities as a child or young adult." 



NEW MEXICO 
SANTA FE 

49. Stewart Johnston 
SKI APACHE 

50. Malt Larson 

TAOS SKI VALLEY 

51 . Miles Hinton 

NEW YORK 
GREEK PEAK 

52. Roger Zllllox 

HOLIDAY VALLEY 

5[i. (Jerry Stransky 

HUNTER MOUNTAIN 

54. (;her>1 Thomas 

SKI WINDHAM 

55. Bruce Meirowltz* 

WHITEFACE MOUNTAIN 

56. Don Dew 



WHITnAIL 

62. Sue Slick 

UTAH 
ALIA 

63. John Musser 

BRIAN HEAD 

64. Brian Shea 

BRIGHTON 

65. Tim Knab 

DEER VALLEY 

66. Brian Rlghter 
PARKCnV 

67. Jon DeBoerl 

68. Dottle Emens 

SNOWBASIN 

69. Rob Wall 

SNOWBIRD 

70. Elrln Krelder 
SOLITUDE 

71. Lila Dalla Bona 
SUNDANCE 

72. Scott Warr 

THE CANYONS (RHMOH.* NOif MMnM) 

73. Chris Gofer 

VERMONT 

BOLTON VALLEY 

74. Walter "Pete" McGuIre** 
BROMLEY 

75. Harold Meehan 



OREGON 



MT. BACHELOR 

57. Mark Hamby* 

MT. HOOD MEADOWS 

58. Manon Burke 



PENNSYLVANIA 



CAMaSACK 

59. Mike Kcnney 

SEVEN SPRINGS 

60. Russ Davles 

SKI ROUNDTOP 

61. Joe Hollobaugh 



JAY PEAK 

76. Helen Nebelung** 



First run of the day. 15 minutes on the quad. 




Double black diamond. Ice on the moguls. 



're Sweatm' 




Back on the lift. Soaked to the skin. 
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Another nonstop run down Devils Gulch. 
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Ski Apache, New Mexico 

Mall's sludciiis generally ihink he's a little nuts, and 
who can blame ihem? Right off, there's that hat — a 
French Foreign liegion-style number with red blinlcers 
on the back. "When students ask what the lights are for," 
he says, "1 tell them it's my collision-avoidance system. 
One on my students said to me recently, 'Your cheese 
fell off the cracker awhile back, didn't it?' Then when I 
told her that I was a professional rattlesnake hunter in 
the off-season, she really thought I was crazy." 

Clearly Matt doesn't give a fig what people think, 
and that may be the secret behind his ski-leaching suc- 
cess. His so-called collision-avoidance system, for 
example, actually serves as a leaching tool. Not only 
does it keep his students from losing him on a crowd- 
ed mountain, but it also helps them improve their ski- 
ing stance by getting them to stop looking at their feel. 

In fact, there's nothing Malt won't try to get you to 
ski heller. If he's not cracking jokes, he's having you 
singing and dancing. "I am very boisterous out on the 
hill, hooting and hollering," he says without a hint of 
modesty. "I've got a big voice, and 1 get very fired up." 

Obviously, when you book a lesson with Matt, pre- 
pare to have your skiing horizons expanded in ways 
you never imagined possible. And if that isn't enough, 
expect to have your cooking horizons expanded, too. 
Just ask Mall about his rattlesnake recipes. * 



KIUMGTON 


WYOMING 


77. Joe Wood 


GRAND TARGHEE 


MOUNT SNOW 


90. Deb Mackenzie 


78. Larry Peckham* 


JACKSON HOU 


OKEMO 


91. Bruce Keller 


79. Tim Carbone 


CANADA 


STOWE 


ALBERTA 


80. Jessica Miner 


LAKE LOUISE 


SnUTTON MOUNTAIN 


92. Emerson Brooks 


81. Chris Thiele 


SUNSHINE VILIME 


SUGAR6USH 


93. Christy Hunter 


82. George Myers* 


BRmSH COLUMBU 


VIRGINIA 


BLACKCOMB 


MASSANUTTEN 


94. Meg Davies 


83. Don Buchcr 


FERNIE SNOW VALLEY 


WASHINGTON 


9o. Jim Wright 


CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN 


SUN PEAKS 


84. Laura Blafiini* 


96. Hcnrik Agerskov 


MISSION RIDGE 


WHISRER 


85. Dennis Dean 


97. Lincoln Phillips 


STEVENS PASS 


QUEBEC 


86. Stove Frlnk 


GRAY ROCKS 


WEST VIRGINIA 


98. Paul Kramer 


SNOWSHOE/SILVER CREEK 


MONT-SAINIE-ANNE 


87. Loo Kuqua* 


99. Caroline Dubord 


TiMBERUNE 


TREMBUNT 


88. Mike Sites 


100. Steve Gilmour 


WISCONSIN 


*Sccond year as a Skiing 100 


winner. 


DEVIL'S HEAD 


* 'Third year as a Skiing 100 


89. Robert Regez 


winner. 
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PHOUO SPmOR Call 1-800-974-2226 to help support the U.S. Ski Team. Visit us at www.cliemlet.eoin ©1996 GM Corp. Buckle up. Ameria! 
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LIKE A ROCK 
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VALDEZ IS 




MOROUS SKI .SCENE: FANCY HELICOPTERS, BUSH PLANES, SNOWCATS, Bhl 
MOUNTAINS, Af^D BIG BUDGETS. ^T'S ONLY NATURAL THAT PROFESSIONAL FREE SKIERS 

\ 

PHOTOGRAPHERS, AND MOVIE MAKERS SWARM THE PLACE LIKE LOCUSTS. H THERE ARE THOU 



SANDS OF PEAKS TO CHOOSE FROM 



A IN THE CI 

.,4 



CHUGACH, BUT HERE'S A LITTLE SECRET: THE PLACC 



WHERE EVERY PHOTOGRAPHER IN TN^ SKl^HEESE SCENE HAS SHOT IS THIS ICE RAMP AT TH- 
BOTTOM OF THE WORTHINGTON GLACIER. WHY IS THIS SO STRANGE? THOUGH IT CERTAINL_ 
LOOKS LIKE A SCENE FROM DEEP IN THE BACKCOUNTRY, THIS SPOT IS ACTUALLY VISIBLE FROiC 
THE THOMPSON PASS ROAD AND ONLY A SHORT HIKE AWAY. H THIS SEEMS LIKE GOING TO A/ 



ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT, FIVE-STAR BUFFET AND GORGING ON THE TABLE CRACKERS. MAYBE SO, BUU 



* AFTER A GREAT MANY TRIPS NORTH, PHOTOGRAPHER SCOTT MARKEW« CLAIMS. "OF ALL TH- 




SHOTS I'VE TAKEN IN ALASKA, THIS PHOTO IS STILL ONE OF MY FAVqplTES." 
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A PICTURE'S WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS, BUT SOME- 
TIMES YOU STILL DON'T GET THE WHOLE STORY. 
HERE'S THE REAL DEAL BEHIND SIX UNREAL PHOTOS. 
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PIERRE TARDIVEL IS THE REIGNING KING OF 

I 

TRUE EXTREME SKIING. THE VERY THOUGHT 
OF HIS DEATH-DEFYING SKI DESCENTS IS 
ENOUGH TO KEEP A MERE MORTAL AWAKE— 
AND TOSSING VIOLENTLY— AT NIGHT. HIS 
MOTHER MUST WORRY HERSELF SICK. H THIS 
PHOTO WAS THE OPENING SPREAD OF "THE 
DELIBERATE EXTREMIST," AN ARTICLE ABOUT 
PIERRE THAT APPEARED IN Skiing'S 
MARCH/APRIL1995 ISSUE. IT LOOKS LIKE 
PIERRE IS DANGLING 2.000 FEET ABOVE 
CHAMONIX, A SEEMINGLY BRILLIANT DISPLAY 
OF THE DEMENTED AND MISUNDERSTOOD 
WORLD OF THE TRULY EXTREME. 1) ALAS,- 
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PIERRE WAS EN ROUTE TO THE FIRST 
DESCENT OF A SIDE COULOIR ON THE 
GERVASUTTI, A STRIKINGLY STEEP GULLY ON 
THE MONT BLANC DU TACUL, WHEN PHOTOG- 
RAPHER CHRIS NOBLE EYED THIS PERFECT'' 
PHOTO OP. PIERRE STOPPED HIS CLIMB UP 



STARTED CLIMBING. THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN 
"when he WAS JUST A FEW YARDS OFF THE 
GROUND, NOT A FEW THOUSAND. SO HIS 
MOTHER CAN RELAX. H AFTER NOBLE GOT 
THE SHOT, TARDIVEL CLIMBED DOWN AGAIN 
AND CONTINUED ON THE PRESCRIBED ROUTE 
TO THE TOP OF THE TACUL. HE MADE THE 
FIRST DESCENT OF THE COULOIR— A "YOU- 
FALL-YOU-DIE" FEAT— DESPITE COMPETITION 
FROM SNOWBOARDER JEROME RUBY. WHO 
TRIED TO BEAT HIM TO THE TASK WITH THE 
HELP OF A HELICOPTER. SO, TARDIVEL 
CLIMBED THE ROUTE, POSING FOR PHOTOS 
ALONG THE WAY, AND STILL BEAT A HELI TO 
THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN. SUPERBE! 





IT WAS A DREAM. SHOOTER WADE MCKOY AND HIS MATES SECURED SPONSORSHIP 
MONEY AND AN ASSIGNMENT FROM POWDER FOR A ONE MONTH SKI-MOUNTAINEERING 
TRIP TO THE TIAN ^AN MOUNTAINS IN CHINA. H THE REALITY? "WE WERE STUCK IN 
BEIJING FOR A WEEK TRYING TO BUY TRAIN TICKETS." WADE GROANS. "THEN WE HAD 
TO SLOWLY TRAVEl THOUSANDS OF MILES ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO GET TO THE 
MOUNTAINS. ONCE ' HERE, WE COULDN'T RENT HORSES FROM THE LOCALS BECAUSE 
THEY THOUGHT Th £ GROUND WAS TOO ICY, SO WE FERRIED HEAVY LOADS FOR 
NEARLY A WEEK ST| AIGHT. " H OKAY, THOSE ARE JUST TYPICAL TRAVEL PROBLEMS. 
BUT THE SKIING W> S WORTH IT IN THE END, RIGHT? "WELL, THERE WASN'T MUCH 



BUT THE SKIING WigS WORTH IT IN THE END, RIGHT? "WELL, THERE WASN'T MUCH 
SNOW, EXCEPT A CCHJPLE OF FEET OF HOARFROST ON A LAYER OF WINDSLAB CRUST. 
ON TOP OF MORE HOARFROST, THEN MORE CRUST.... WE SAW ALL THIS BEAUTIFUL 
TERRAIN BUT COULDN'T TOUCH ANYTHING WITHOUT AN AVALANCHE RIPPING DOWN 
TO THE ROCK." H TO GET THIS SHOT, 'WE FOUND ONE WIND-HAMMERED SASTRUGI 
RIDGE THAT WAS ABOUT A THOUSAND FEET LONG. AND WE DID LAPS ON IT. WE HAD 
TO DO SOMETHING, POWDER EXPECTED A 1 0-PAGE SPREAD " DID THEY AT LEAST HAVE 
FUN? "AH, WE BOUGHT THESE BAGS OF BEANS THAT WERE THE MAIN BULK OF OUR 
SUPPLIES, BUT THEY TURNED OUT TO BE SOME SORT OF SPICE MIXTURE, WE HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT TO CHOKE THE STUFF DOWN WITH OUR KEROSENE-FLAVORED WATER, 
AND SECONDS LATER, OUR STOMACHS WOULD START RUMBLING, AND WE'D HAVE 
EXPLOSIVE DIARRHEA." H "OH, AND EVERYONE GOT THE FLU. .." 
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OUT COLD 

V- . J 

PROFESSIONAL FREE SKIER BRALY JOY ISNT QUITE AS 
PRETTY THIS YEAR. LAST SEASON AT BRIGHTON, UTAH, 
WHILE ATTEMPTING THIS DOUBLE JUMP— A 25 FOOTER TO AN 
IMMEDIATE 30 FOOTER— HE LANDED THE FIRST JUMP SHORT, 
HITTING A FLAT SECTION AND CLOBBERING HIS CHIN WITH 
HIS KNEE. THE IMPACT SHATTERED FIVE TEETH AND 
KNOCKED HIM UNCONSCIOUS. HIS LIMP CARCASS THEN 
DROPPED OFF THE SECOND AIR, LANDING IN A HEAP BELOW. 
11 "WHEN I CAME TO A FEW MINUTES LATER, I THOUGHT I 
WAS AT HOME GETTING WOKEN UP TO GO SKIING," BRALY 
RECALLS. "BUT JOE [MCBRIDE, THE PHOTOGRAPHER) AND 
TOM [BRALY'S BUDDY] WERE STANDING OVER ME LAUGHING 
THEIR ASSES OFF. THEY THOUGHT IT WAS THE FUNNIEST 
THING THEY'D EVER SEEN. THERE WAS BLOOD EVERY- 
WHERE, AND I WAS SPITTING OUT BIG CHUNKS OF TEETH." 
H WHAT'S TO LEARN FROM THIS? "NEXT TIME. I'LL WARM UP 
SLOWLY AND TAKE THESE LINES WITH MORE SPEED AND 
FORWARD MOMENTUM." AND AFTER A $3,000-PLUS DENTAL 
BILL AND A PERMANENT CHIN SCAR, BRALY NOW WEARS A 
FOOTBALL MOUTHGUARD WHEN HUCKING BIG AIR. IT'S A 
GOOD IDEA, "ESPECIALLY IF YOU'RE SHOOTING PHOTOS 
AND DOING STUPID SHIT," HE ADVISES. 





HOLLYWIND 



1 HOLY BAD WEATHER. BATMAN. THIS LOOKS INSANE! HERE ARE FIVE 
GUYS GETTING WHIPPED BY SNOW AND ICE IN 60-MILE-PER-HOUR WINDS 



IN ANTARCTICA. H KEVIN ANDREWS, TOM DAY, MIKE FARNY, GORDON 




WILTSIE, WILLI VOGL AND A CAMERA CREW WENT TO THE END OF THE GLOBE TO SHOOT A WARREN MILLER 
MOVIE CALLED EXTREME WINTER. THE UNBELIEVABLE SKIING AND HORRIBLE WEATHER THEY ENCOUNTERED 
ON THEIR TRIP WAS CHRONICLED IN A FEATURE IN SkiinG'S SEPTEMBER 1990 ISSUE, INCLUDING THIS PHOTO. 
11 SURE, THE WEATHER WAS BAD. BAD ENOUGH, IN FACT, THAT THE FILM CREW DIDN'T WANT TO SUBJECT ITS 
CAMERAS TO WIND AND ICE ABUSE. BUT WHAT IF YOU NEED A FOUL-WEATHER SHOT? WHY. JUST WAIT FOR A 
CLEAR DAY. THEN BREAK OUT THE. UHHH, PROPS. 11 WHEN THE STORMS RELENTED, THE CREW ANCHORED THE 
AIRPLANE TO THE GROUND AND RAN THE PROPS AT FULL SPEED, WHILE TWO GUYS NEARBY WITH SHOVELS 
THREW SNOW AND ICE INTO THE BLADES. 
NEXT. THE FIVE UNFORTUNATE VICTIMS 
STOOD RIGHT IN LINE WITH THE HOLLYWOOD 
HURRICANE AND GRIMACED, JACKETS FLAP 
PING VIOLENTLY, ICE SLASHING THEIR FACES. 
H QUITE AN ELABORATE ORCHESTRATION FOR 
A PHOTO OP. ALTHOUGH PHOTOGRAPHER 
CHACO MOHLER HAS A GOOD EXPLANATION: 
"WE WERE REALLY BORED AT THE TIME."-< 
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BO AHEAD, WORKUP A SVEA 



If you like to push your body to the limit, 



you'll need a soap that works as hard 



as you play. Irish Spring' Sport' has an 



> extra, antibacterial ingredient that kills 




the germs that cause body odor. So go 



all out. You've got Irish Spring Sport 



PLAY AS HARD AS YOU L 



iial 




_£ l^ttST them S6X? That can depend on your performance and on the 

tools you choose to use. Either way, it is on apt comparison. Consider the new breed of skis: 
sleek babies with a lot more shape than your flat old boards. They're built for comfort, speed, 
excitement, and just about anything else you might desire. But if s not just skis that are sexy 
this year. Boots, whether the new carving variety or more traditional companions, can make 
your skis saeam. Even bindings can boost your performance. On the slopes, anyway. 

On the pages that follow, we've Icdd bare the hottest gear of the year. First, turn to our 
Gearfinder to locate the gear that most likely matches your needs and desires. Then turn 
to the individual reviews for the juicy details. Skis begin on page 124; boots, 
page 168; bindings, page 196. Have your 
way with them.— the editors 
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GEAilflNbER 



How do you pick out a perfect pair of skis or boots from 
the hundreds of models available? Start by considering a few 
questions: Where do you normally ski? What are your cunent 
skis and boots? What do you like and dislike about them? Are 
you planning to conquer new challenges? Your answers will 
help match you to the ideal ski or boot. 

The Gearfinder on these five pages can help, too. It's quite 
easy to use: First, read the following skier descriptions and think 



carefully about how you ski. Then pick the skier type (or types) 
that fits you best and make note of the skis and boots that 
appear In the appropriate lists (page 122). Skis and boots are 
rarely one-dimensional, so the same model may appear in as 
many as four different lists. Finally, tum to the test reports for 
those models, starting on page 127 for skis and 171 for boots. 

Here's how it works: Through perseverance, Ne become an 
expert skier on groomed slopes, leaving symmetncal round tracks 




ALL-MOUNTAIN MASTER PSIA LEVEL 9 

You like to ski cviTylhinfi rrorn firoomcd to 
l)iinips lo (Tud. ^011 xcnlurc iiilo Ihc Irccs: you 
liickle chuU's iind leap olf cornices: >ou rc 
cilwiiys lookinf; lor Ihc line lluil nobody else haaj 
skied, the deep powder that's not yet Iraeked, 
the sleeiwnid-narrow rock-lined ehule. ^ou 
ficluiilly enjo> skiinji in wel. heavy crud snow. 
And yuu do 11 all Willi i»race and style. 



ALL-MOUNTAIN APPRENTICE PSIA LEVEL 7-8 

\ou like lo follow Ihe all-mounlain masters 
into dilTicidl terrain, but you can l keep u|) willi 
lliem. You are a^^jiressive. so you need a ski thai 
doesn't run lor cover when Ihin^js ^>el hairy. But 
sou also want a ski that makes tough conditions 
a lillle easier, thai will help you perlecl your 
already solid skills so you ll be able lo ski lon^^er. 
lasler. harder. 

GATE BASHER PSIA LEVEL 9 

You like to ski gales, and you ski Ihe whole mounlain as it it were 
a racecourse. You have alwa>s bought race skis and boots, and 
you wouldn't think ot buying anv thing else. 0\S' siibfiiviip: Sure, you 
turn quickly when need be. bul you prefer a rock-steady ride on the 
long carve at eye-freezing speeds. Slulom subgroup: If il were 
available, you'd ski on equal parls carving knife and slingshol. 
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at fcdrlY high speeds. So rm liist end foremost a 'carvoneister.' In 
more difficult aud and junk snow, on steeps, and in the moguls, 
rm smooth but slow, never quite cft>le to keep up with the hot- 
shots. That means rm also an "cdl-mountainappraitice" and a 
"hop^ bumpster." By picking out the skis and boots that pc^ up 
in at least two of these categories, ni be able to narrow my choic- 
es. Or, if I want to focus on the gear that's best for a carvemeister, 
I can look at the "best for" listings that conclude each capsule 



report on a particukir model to see ^^^bete carvemeister appears. 
(The skia types are listed in descending ca6es of suitcd^ility.) 

Remember that when you assign yours^ a skier type (or 
types), you are approximating, not kxddng for an exact fit. And 
be aware that we did not test every model on the market; you 
can use our lists as a guide to related or similar models. Then, 
after you nanow your choices, get out and demo the gear you're 
most interested in. Have fun.— bill grout 




HOPEFUL BUMPSTER | PSIA LEVEL 7-8 

Vou look prclly fjood on Ihc ^iroomcd. and l)ii(T('d hiack diamonds don't 
la/c you. but >oii r(' dt'lcrmincd nol lo Id anolhci' year fio hy witlioul 
Icarnhifj It) ski Uu* humps irall.N well, ^oii wani ciiulpmcnl llial makes 
mo{^ul skiing easy, thai absorl)s the humps and hends smoolhl> into 
the troughs wilhoul ihrowinji yon haek on your heels, ^ou wani etjuip- 
menl lhat nol onl> makes you look ^ood in the humps hul also 
Imp roves your lechn igue. 

MOGUL ANIMAL PSIA LEVEL 9 

^011 slay In the humps all da\ U)nfi. knees pumpini'. skis rieoehelinfi oft the sides. Your «oal: 
lo win Ihe local hninj) eonlesl on Nour way lo Ihe Olympic lreesl>le leam. Or al least win 
your own inlernal medal, ^on wani skis and hools wilh a solid plallbrm nnderlool thai lets 
you keep your rh\tlim ^■oiii^ down Ihe lall line. \n(l you like a ski Ihal's quick and powerful 
but doesn't ^el liunjj up when you lake t he zippcr-linc Ihrouali Uic bumps. , 
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GEARFINDER 






BEGINNER 

^011 jusl look up skiiiif^ rccenlly. and you rc slill fcclinfj a liltlc 
imbalanccfl on these slippery sliders. Your main ^oals are lo slay 
iiprifitil and calm your fears. Your secondary goal is lo improve as 
quickly as possible so you can gel hifiher up on Ihe mounlain willi 
Irieiids and lamily. 




FRUSTRATED INTERMEDIATE PSIA LEVEL 4-7 

You make moslly skidded luriis. hul you wani lo make 
carved lurns in Ihe vvorsl vvav. Vou re nol really read.v lo jjo 
explorinf' oil Ihe packed runs yel, bul you do venture into 
bumps now and a^ain lo see what they're like. You lake 
lessons whenever possible, and you're always lookinf? lor 
Ihe lechnolofiical breakthrough or key lip I'rom a pro that 
will push your skiing lo the nexl level. 
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SKIS ATOMIC ARC 24, Bt-la Race 9.28. BelaCarvX 9.2G. Bcla Cruise 
9.22. MegaCarv.X 524L dynastas Coupe G9. Ma.x Zero. 4x4. ,ATV eun 
MBXWCGS. PS.XTSI. PS.KTC nscio KCR Race, Ice Scream head Cyber 
28.x, Cyber 26.X. Cyber 24.X u Merlin V. Merlin IV. Four. Xplorer 
KAsuE GS World Cup. FT dessl Ml. Ergo oun Radius K rd Bad Dog GS 
sossGNOL 9X Cut 9.3, 9X Cut 9.9. Mtn. Viper X Cut 9.3. Min. Viper Cul 
9.9 SALOMON Equipe Series IS. Equipe AXE. A.\endo Series, Super 
Force Series 2S. X-Mountain volant T-Zone. SuperKarve 1. 
PowerKarve. SuperKarve S vCm P30 RS Super. P30 Race Carver. 
Carver Ultra. Carver Plus, Snow Ranger atomic Carv.Xtreme 

9. 1 8 DACHSTDN DZR. f'ro 4 DAL8ELL0 CR.X E.xtrcmc. TX-807/L DOiOMm VXR. 
Cyb-X Sport Carve lange GX 9, (iX 8. X Zero 9 nosdica Grand Pri.x 
EXOPOWER RT, Grand Pri.x E.XOPOWER C-xtreme raichle F-One Pro. 
F-One Edge Lite sossgnol Course KX. Course Mtn. Viper. Course .X, 
Energy STX Salomon Performa 9.0 Race. Performa 9.0 Equipe. 
Performa 9.0 EXP Carve sanmabco TR3 Racing, Cyber 9.9 SPS 2 irao- 
CA Explosion 8, E.xplosion TNS, Tl-R 

3HIS atomic Beta Cruise 9.22, Beta CarvX 9.18. Mega CarvX 5.24 
L DYNASiAB Max Zero. 4x4. .MV elan PSX TSI. PSX TC fbches Ice Scream 
HEAD Cyber 28X. Cyber 26X. Cyber 24X, Cyber 22X n Merlin IV, Four, 
Xplorer, Merlin III kAsm C 09. kneissi Ergo oun Apex NT. Radius K, 
SelkirldiOssiGNOL Mtn, Viper Cut 9.9. EnergyCut9.9. EnergyCut 10.1 
SALOMON X-Mountain. Axendo 8, Axendo 7 volant PowerKarve. 
SuperKarve S vfiua Snow Ranger, Carver AMC. Carver Plus. Carver 
Zest BOO i ATtMC CarvX 9. 10. X Plus 3 dachstem Pro 3 dalbello CRX 
Freeride. TX-707 dolomth VZ lange GX 9. GX 8. C Max 7. lov»a RS C 
MUNAH Virtual 850 nosdica Grand Prix E.XOPOWER S. GP C-xtremc SI 
BAicHU Carver CRX 700 sossignol Energy STX salouon Performa 8.0. 
Evolution 9.0 tkmca Explosion TNS, TI-8 



CARVEMEISTER 




SMOOTH MOVER 




.' 1 , atomic Beta Race 9.28, Beta CarvX 9.20, Beta Cruiser t 
Bcla CarvX 9.14, Beta CarvX 9.18 dtnasias Max One elan PSX 
Race, PSX TSI, SCX RP, PSX TC. SCX Cap nscm RCR Race. 
Scream. Ice Cap head Cyber 2GX. Cyber Space. Cyber 24X c \lt 
V. Merlin IV. Four kAsile C 09. Pro .XTZ bieissl Ergo CG. Ergo olm 
NT. Radius K bd Bad Dog Carver bossignoi 9X Cut 9.9. Viper X Cut 
Viper Cul 9.9. Energy Cut 9.9. Cul Super 10.4 salouon Equipe / 
.Xxenrio Series, .\xendo 8 volant T-Zone. SuperKarve I. I'nuerKa 
SuperKarve S viiin. P30 Race Carver. Carver L'ltra. Carver 
ALPDJA CRV 1 2. CRV 1 0 ATMiic CarvX 9. 1 8 dachstew DZR. 
4. Pro 3 dalbelo CRX Extreme. CRX Freeride. T.X-807 doumieC; 
Sport Carve lange GX 9. GX 8. X Zero 9. G Max 7. Anthea 7 low* i 
MUNARi Virtual 850 nosdica Grand Prix E.XOPOWER S. Grand 
EXOPOWER C-xireme. GP C-xtreme SI raichie F-Onc Edge I 
Carver. CRX 700 bossmnol Course Mln. Viper. Course X. Energy 
SALOMON Performa 9.0 Equipe, Performa 9.0 EXP Carve, I'i rfn 
8.0, Evolulion 9.0 sanmasco TR3 Racing, Cyber 9,9 SPS 2 te< 
Explosion 8, Explosion TNS, Tl-R. Tl-B 

' ' j ' ATOMIC Beta CarvX 9.14, Mega CarvX 3.20 DTNAStAsMax 2 
SCX Cap, PSX PC nscHEt Ice Scream. Ice Cap. Ice Breaker haw .ia\ 
SC. Contour SP. Contour E.XC head Cyber 28.X. Cyber 22Xn \ln ll 
kAstie C 09. C 05. C 03 KNEissL Ergo CG. Magic Cruise olin R.idii: 
Selkirk. Super Shape DTSL. Kinetic. Catalyst bossignoi Energy 
9.9. Energy Cul 10.1. Cut Super 10.4 saicmon Axendo 8. Axen 
VOLANT SuperKarve S. Z-Zone v6ua Carver AMC, Carver ZeslBOl 
alpinaCRV 12. CRV 10 atomic CarvXtreme 9.10, X Plus 3 dachsihk 
4. Pro 3 DAimL0TX-8()7. TX-707 dolomite VZ. Cyb-X Sport Carve. 
X 3 LANGE X Zero 5 ACD. G Max 7. Anthea 7 loWA RS 6. monasi Vii 
850 NORDICA Grand Prix EXOPOWER S. GP C-.xireme S I . GP 07. T 
EXOPOWER 07 RAICHLE F-One Edge Lite. Carver rossignoi Cours 
Energy STX Salomon Performa 9.0 Equipe. Performa 8.0 , Evoli 
9.0, Evolution 8.0 ticnica Explosion TNS, Tl-R, TI-8, Tl-6 



GATE BASHER 




SKJS ATOMIC ARC 24. Beta Race 9.28 dynasiar Coupe G9 Power Drive 
ELAN MBX World Cup GS. PSX TSI Race fecher RC4 RS World Cup 
w/Equalizer. RCR Race h Merlin V kAstu Speedmachine GS World 
Cup KNEISSL White Star M 1 rd Bad Dog GS rossignm. 9X Cut 9.3. 9X Cut 
9.9. Mtn. Viper X Cut 9.3 Salomon Equipe Series IS. Equipe .AXE. 
Super Force Series 2S volant T-Zone. SuperKarve I voua P30 RS 
Super. P30 Race Carver. Carver Ultra. dachstein DZR 

DoiOMni VXR lange X Zero 9 nordica Grand Prix E.XOPOW ER RT. Grand 
Prix E.XOPOWER C-xtreme raichle F-One Pro bossignol Course KX 
SALOMON Performa 9.0 Race sanmabco TR3 Racing tkmca Explosion 8 



CONTENTED 
INTERMEDIATE 




: I ^ ELAN SCX PC nscHEs Ice Breaker head Cyber 18X n Merlin t 
C 05. C 03 KNEISSL Magic Cruise oun Super Shape DTSL. Kin 
Catalyst bossignol Cul 10.4 Salomon X-Free 08. volant Z-Zone BOC 
AIPINA CRV 8 LANGE X Zero 5 A(;D lowa MCS, LCS munaei ME 450, I 
NOHMCA GP 07. Trend E.XOPOWER 07, Next 77 bossignol Vision 
Vision 8 SALOMON Evolution 8,0, Symbio 8.0 sanmabco Argon 7.5 ie 
Tl-6. Tl-4 



MOGUL ANIMAL 




' ■ ' DYNASTAE Max One elan PSX TC a P'our. Merlin IV lisni C 09 
KNEBSL Ergo SALOMON Axendo Series. vftLKL Carver AMC : : dolomite 
VXR nordica Grand Prix E.XOPOW ER RT rossignol Course Mln. Viper 



FRUSTRATED 
INTERMEDIATE 



atomic Mega CarvX 5.24 L. Mega CarvX 3.20 dtnastah Mj 
Max 3 ELAN SCX Cap. SCX PC nscHEE Ice Breaker hart Javelin 
Contour SP. Contour EXC head Cyber 18X. u Merlin 111. Merlin i 
C 03 KNEBSL Magic Cruise oun Catalyst rossignol Energy Cut 10. 1 
Super 10,4, Cut 10.4 SALOMON A.xendo 7, .X-Free 08 vOua. Carver 
Boots AiHNA CRV 10, CRV 8 atomic CarvXtreme 9.10 oAimw 
707 DOLOMm VZ. Cyb-X 3 lange X Zero 5 ACD, Anthea 7 lowa ^ 
Munari ME 450 nmdicaGP 07, Trend EXOPOWER 07, Next 77 b 
nol Vision 12. SALOMON Evolution 8.0. Symbio 8.0 sanuaboo Argon 
iecmca TI-0. Tl-4 



PEFUL BUMPSTER 



SK!S atomic Mega CarvX 3.20 dynastar Max 3 hast Javelin SC head 
Cyber 18X. kAstle C 05. knibsl Ergo oun Apex NT. Selkirk. Super Shape 
DTSL. Kinetic rossignol Energy Cut 10.1 Salomon X-Mounlain. .X-Free 
08 volant Z-Zone vOua Carver AMC :'j ; s atomic CarvXtreme 9.18, 
X Plus 3 lange GX 8 sanmabco Cyber 9.9 SPS 2 




~ ■ ' elan SCX PC nscHES Ice Breaker head Cyber 1 8X b Merlin i 
C 03 KNEissL Magic Cruise oun Catalyst rossignol Cut 10.4. 801 
AUWA CRV 8 LOWA MCS. LCS monari R 96 ROSSiGNa Vision 8 SAL 
Symbio 8.0 sanmabco Argon 7.5 
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When passing slowpokes or sightseers, 
it's polite to give them a chance 
TO get out of your way. 



Ski with a CamelBak Zoid and you'll be 
able to impress your friends by using 
proper slope etiquette. Not to mention 
you can carry water in a place you'd 
never considered. On your back. Out 
of the way. 

The Zoid comes in two sizes and 
carries 40 or 70 ounces of liquid. So, 
check it out. It's totally hands-free and 
easy to use. Just bite. Drink. And go. 



But remember, it's not polite to yell "On your 
left!" with your mouth full. For more 
information, 1-800-767-8725. 
http:// www.camelbak.com 

(^ciitt Supplier to. 



1)^ 




Complete urirh o mhiug imultimr. the /.oid is the perfn 
system to enhitnce perfonnance in ivinter sports. 



Cl 




Copyrighted material 




years— deep^lish Elan SCX, tiny Kneissl Big Foot, low-fat Vdlkl Snow Ranger, and medium-dish Head 
Cyber— have opened the doors to a funhouse full of new skis, a toy box of huge proportions. Tun" has 
replaced "performance" as the most important concept in the marketing of skis. Gone are the days 
when manufacturers spent more R&D dollars on World Cup products than on skis for weekend warriors. 
Today the ordinary skier comes first, and ski makers are rolling out an amazing anoy of shapes to up 
the fun factor. Traditional Alpine skiing, with its emphasis on groomed slopes and staying close to the 
fall line, is now just one of many ways to enjoy the mountain. Carving trenches from trail edge to trail 
edge, heading into the woods, floating through powder and plowing through cnid, jumping into chutes, 
snoldng through the bumps, doing tricks in machine-made terrain porks, and using the whole mountain 
as if it were one giant tenain park— this is skiing in the late '90s. And ski companies are responding with 
a model for every use, a length or shape or width for every specialty, every desire. So tear open the box 
and start playing.— bill grout ^ 

lUWARDS _________ „_ f 

A^TI/A. dkOCO/- C^*«A ^«***<!« ^ff'^^'O^ 1 ° 

^ ^ ^1 1 

Inspires confidence Loves rapid-fire Easy to sU and Absorbs and turns Thrives on speed, Easy to balance Shines in all ^ 

to ski fast and crank himing. Exceptionally tolerant of technique quickly. Makes bump racecourses, and on in deep snow and categories, from ^ 
Ugooes. lespooslve. mistakes. skiing easier. bulletprool ice. heavy ciud. bumps to stability. ** 
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MOST PEOPLE WON'T 
SPEND THE EXTRA TIME 



IT TAKES TO GET HERE. 




ABC 2» 



Here's a good ride lor the person who likes the silky feel and high- \ 
speed perlormcmce of a conventional GS racer. As with most tradition- '■ 
al shapes, this ski allows you to adjust the turn radius with minimal 
effort, and it doesn't mind going straight downhill. Just don't expect it to 
pull you into the turn, or finish it, as easily as deep-sidecut skis do. You 
need to work it to get it to respond. It's a ski that snacks on racecourses 
but is also fun for the rest of the mountain, as long as the tenain's not too 
bumpy. The ARC 24 is not a board for itty-bitty slalom tums. $649 




sxi TYPt: conventional GS race machine 
if/MBi/ntW: 92/61/78 
I BT fMc gate basher, cill-mtn, master 



StablUlT ; 

Sborttums 6 

Ranoouna 9 

Venalilitr 7 



Beta Race 9.28 

This ski is a smooth-nding razor for sfcing clean, round arcs. It has a fairly 
wide tip that draws you into the turn, and the sldecut is asymmetiicd: a 
28-meter radius on the little-toe side, a 30-meta radius on the big-toe side 
(the skis ore marked left and nght) . This is intaided to help the inside ski 
track parallel with the outside ski. Does it work? Most testers couldn't t^, but 
they bved the ski, both for the racecourse and fa cniising the mountain at 
hi^ speed. Ifs a good choice for hard snow, but thae are betta skis for oud, 
powda, and bumps. $829 

an iTPE supershapea bb race carver 
hp/wust/tml (mmI: 97/61/82 
itsi Fwi: gate basher, carvemeister, all-mtn. master 



Beta CarvX 9.26 Carbon 

If you think nonrace super-sidecut skis are for wimps, check this one 
out. It s got stability at speed and liveliness from turn to tum (provided 
you ski fast enough to bnng it to life). Its narrow waist isn't perfect for 
powder, but if you have the skills to handle tough conditions, itH blast 
through chopped-up snow with the poise of an ATV. Call it a ouiser with 
being, well suited to the skilled, strong, confident skier. Just doht expect 
to ncochet through the bumps-it's too beefy for that. $699 



Beta CarvX 9.14 



n tik: high-speed all-mtn. carver 

iv/wun/Tu (MM]: 97/62/88 

■n FHc all-mtn. master, carvemeister 



Beta Cruise 9.22 



Long turns 
Short tums 
Foiglveness 
Moguls 
Vosotllity 



We define "low-fats' as skis with waist widths between 70 and 85 
millimeters (compared with all-mountain skis, which hove waist 
widths of 62 to 69 millimeters). That makes this Atomic a lean low-fat. 
The company says the ski has an 'ideal front-side/back-side perfor- 
mance ratio,' meaning that it's designed to be equally at home off-piste 
or carving tums on groomed surfaces. On a powder day during oui 
Keystone test, it proved to be a formidable cmd-buster but a lot of work in 
the moguls and for quick tums, $749 



Foe a detailed repot on this 
model see High-Test at Toboe' 
In OUT Septeinbet IVfl issue. 

SKI TYPt: tow-fat 
mlnmhuL [mm): 108/72/100 
■ST FOK all-mtn. master, all-mtn. apprentice, carvemeister 



IWs one's for the arc-'em-or-die club. It feels light, tumy, and inaedibly lively, testers 
said. (Our male testers ranked it first, out of 46 all-terrain skis, for rebound energy.) 
Like most skis with sidecuts this deep, the 9. 1 4 needs only a slight tilt to start it turn- 
ing. Surprisingly stable in big arcs, it will also slip through moguls vrith little effort. 
One caution: Our test models (which didn't have lifters for damping enhance- 
ment) started to shudder when speeds exceeded the moderate zone, and they 
got kicked around by chunks of oud. But if you stick to the groomed, your 
tracks will be as pencil-thin as Zone's mustache. $599 



Watch lot a detailed teport 
on this model In out 
Deoembsi 1997 Issue. 




SXI TYPf: hypercarver 
TIP/WJBI/IIUL [mmI: 106/62/95 

Kn me carvemeister, smooth mover 



Beta CarvX 9.18 



This was the highest-scoring all-mountain ski in our 1996 test, "a gcxmywhere ski 
that brought smiles to the faces of every tester who tried it,' we wrote. Up against 
some stiff competition this year, it was still one of the favorites. The reason: It 
combines the best aspects of a high-performance ski— lively, cnsp performance, 
good edge hold, and plenty of pop out of the tum— with the forgiving nature of 
a learning ski. Be forewarned: It's not for the lazy or passive skier. Press on it. 
and it pushes nght back with gusto. In supertight moguls, the wide tips 
may hang up a bit, and it gets skittish at superhigh speeds. $629 
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SXI TYPK cruising all-mtn. oaiver 
Tip/wiusi/Tiui (MMl: 105/62/94 
■Bi m: all-mtn. afprentice, all-mtn, master, carvemeister 



Mega CarvX 5.24 L 



Atomic's Mega CarvX group, distinct from its Beta CarvX series, features a 
slightly wider (66 mm) waist for easier balancing and enhanced flotation in 
unpacked snow. On this model for women, the binding mounting point is 
ahead of center, a feature designed to moke tum initiation easier. Our female 
testers called this ski solid, dependable, comfortable, and steady— but not 
particularly inspiring. It's best suited for the woman who skis at average 
speeds and wants no surprises from her sliding tool. $479 



Long turns 
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Tip/wAisr/TMi [MMl: 97/66/90 

lor FMi: all-mtn. apprentice, frustrated intermediate 



Mega CarvX 3.20 

Here's a cniiseomatic ski for the skier vrt» wants the sport to be as easy as pie. Our 
women testers, in particular, appreciated its mogul performance: "Like water flowing 
over slippery rocks.' A good ski for learning to carve, it pulls you into the tum 
quickly and finishes it with ease. like the other skis in Atomic's Mega CotjX 
group, it has a moderately wide waist to give the skier a stable platform to bal- 
ance on-and to float in powder and oud. For the skier who doesn't ski very 
fast and doesn't want to work very hard, this is a ticket to ride. $379 
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SB iTFE brecithrough to carve 
Tip/wMn/TU (MM): 101/66/94 
r OK smooth mover, hopeful bumpster, fnistroted intennediate 
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SKIS 



Coupe G9 Power Drive 

Here's a nde to oanvenlional ski ditods who still love the leel d a 
traditional-shaped ski. The Coupe G9 is light feeling yet reoDy solid 
•anderioot at speed Stability (and turning leverage) Is achieved, in 
part, by the Powa Drive plate. Itough designed for GS raong.the G9 
is quite capable of carvmg a variety of turn shapes, from short to long. 
Ihe women testers, ia*o skied the 189 laigth, liked it for fall-line shtxtes, 
calling it lightning quick from edge to edge. "Iheie are other skB out 
there that are easier to ski. but they doi t have this sb s power and force, 
said one tester $695 



LooQtuini 
Sbatbna 



1 vm: conventional GS race machine 
TthmtahiM. (imI: 90/64/80 
■n HK gate basher, all-mtn. mosta 



Vastfttrj 



Max Zere 

A respaisive. power-peeked dynamo, the Max Zeo wffl return the 
energy you put into it. It s also a bg-tum autocarver on the groomed 
and a live wire m the fall Ime. Our testers loved it m moguls, too: 
"agile and absorlang: zips through bumps like a ^rts car,' It's surpns- 
ingly powerful and demanding for such a light-feeling ski: It squirts out 
d turns with force, so you need to be able to rein it in. If you can, youTl 
agree with our testas: "This ski aanks! Amazingly fun,' If you can't stay on 
top of it, youll fmd it less than fcxgivmg $625 



m mc high-speed cdl-mtn, carver 
vrNaaihuL ImI: 97/62/87 

K oil-mtn, apprentice, oll-mti, master 



Langturra 

Short tums 
Foiglveness 
Moguls 
VeootilltT 



4x4 



Velvety smooth and confidence-inspiring, the 4x4 was pegged "fte 
comfortmeisler' by testers. It has a pretty wide platform (with a 14- 
mm Power Stack lifter for stability and leverage), which makes it easy 
to balance on and fun to lay out big arcs, but it still gets from edge 
Id edge lickety splA. Like a tank with power steenng, the 4x4 makes 
df-pste lunk snow easy to ski. Tlie female testers, on the 180 lengtti, 
preferred to steer clear of the bumps, while the men termed the 190 
■quick and lively, it snakes through the bumps ' $695 



I TtK high-speed dl-mtn, carve 
wimmlm. Dm): 103/67 86 
T mc ali-mm master, oil-mtn, ofpenQce, carvemeister, mogu 



ATV/ATL 




Max One 

TTie Max One is a big-fun. high-vdtage fall-line missile. It's amazmgly quick and aia- 
getic: Boing, toing, bomg, it launches you into the next turn. But that's not aH. The ski 
earned rave reviews for its bumpability: "a snakemeister in bumps, great cteorption, a 
mogul animal,' Testers had the most fim in short-swing turns, but itTl go long, too. Light 
feeling, easy turning, and forgiving, the Max One won't leave you m the dust. Testers 
piefened it at medium and slightly hig^r speeds, at sound-barrier-^susting velocities. 

the tips get a little fk^, $525 



an iTFE cruising all-mtn, carvet 
Tv/wiBi/TMibH): 97/62/87 
wax nc carvemeister, mogul onizncd 



^Max 2 



A ski for skiers with happy feet, the Max 2 is a light and easy-turning ski that loves 
to zing down the fall line, banging out high-energy quickies. It's not as comlratobte 
aanking lag. radical carves. Testers called it "nice and easy and forgiving' 
k in bumps. At moderate speeds, it's lively and energetic, and will make silky, 
^ round turns. But when the pedal is pushed to the metal, this smooth nde gets 
nervous. For the most part, the Max 2 is a versatile ski that will carve or 
skid a turn, moving effortlessly from edge to edge. "As comfortcijie as a 
hroken-m pair d Levis.' cxie tester said. $475 
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» itk: cri,2sr.g all-mtn. carver 
vrNimhu. (mm]: 97/62/87 
■n nc smooth mover, fnistrated intermediate, hopdul bumpsta 



Max 3/Anthea 



Tliis is a great ski for intennediates who seek but have yet to achieve that avresome 
carvmg sensation. This ski can skid and does require some conventional steenng 
(v^iidi vinll make it feel familxn), but it's also li^t and shaped enough to make 
carving sim^de. The womai loved the female-specific Anthea in long- radius 
turns, whae this Max nmdel cuts a buttery, round arc. The men didn't agree: 
'doesn't give the big-turn, g-force thnll.' This ski is a decent gnpper on the firm 
stuff and a fun autocarver on the corduroy, and in burrp, it's quick and 
nippy. It is nd, and does not pxetend to be, a speed racer, $400 
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Long turns 
Short turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 

VeisatittY 2 



The ATV (ATI for women) is a versatility machine: It charges 
through muck, jxcmces down the fall line, Wasts over bumps. It can 
carve or sbd a turn, go long or short. Testers loved laying it on edge 
and carving big fatties on a groomed carpet. And its huge sweet 
^t-^t has the same shape as the 4X4 but is lighter and doesn't come 
with Power Stacks— lets you stay centered whatever the oonditirais, 
Testos preferred sticking to soft snow and medium to hic^i. though nd 
warp, ^leeds $595 
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m iwE high speed all-mtn, carver veuanittT 
iv/N«nAtt tad: 103/67/88 

nc all-mbi. c^aitioe, carvemeister, all-mtn. master 
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an tth: breokthiougji to carve 
tv/wabt/tu [mm]: 100/65/87 
; smooth mover, frustrated intermediate, hopeful bumpstei 



MBX World Cup GS 

A true pcfwer charger , Qiis racer is cdso a ski you con tcie all over the mountain, 
(Among the conventionally siaped GS race skis in oui test, it tied fa first in versatility ,) 
Several of our testers lied the fact that the ski gave them choioes-'you never feel 
kx±ed into one him radius. ' One reason for this is that it offers a 'nice combination 
d li^ feel and high-speed stability.' It's still pnmanly a ski fa big, fast arcs. Quick, 
fall-lme Uims are certainly do<ible. but they are not its forte, $625 
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SKI lYK conventional GS race machine 
tWwmstAu (MM]: 91/61/78 
nr nc gate basher, all-mtii. master 
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PSX TSI Race 



The PSX senes fealuies a new adecut that Elan calls a "midcJle ground' 
between the hypeiconnng SCX and a conventional sbThe PSX TSI 
Race comes with a 1 2-nim litter to smooth out the nde and provide | 
enhanced turning leverage. It hugs the snow Ee a race sb in long turns, " 
but wf make shorter arcs as well (among the GE slos in our lest, it was one 
of the quickest) It prefers soft snow over ice, and when it comes to tme rac- 
ing speeds on bulietprxf snow this sh defers to its more conventional cousin, 
the MBX World Cup GS. (A womens length was unavailable for testing ) $675 



PSX TSI 

This TSI has the same sidecut as the TSI Race, but it doesn't have the 12-mm ilter 
and IS softer in flex Our testers cxilled it on oll-tenoin ski vnth an interesting 
combination of charactenstics The snaky short turns have energy, but the ski 
stays in contact with the snow throughout the turn ' All the testers agreed 
that it loves to turn, with a wide tip that really pulls you into the turn and 
a wide tcnl \hiA finishes it as if on autopilot. 'It has carving wntten all 
over it.' scod one tester 'Back and forth 1 went, from arc to arc.' $400 



so TWE supershoped GS race carver 
mNimhu. [mi]: 100 62 86 
■SI Fw carvemeister, gate basher 




' an tyh: high-speed oU-mtn carver 

Tv/mm/TU (NMl: 100 62 36 

all-mtn. master, all-mtn, apprentice, carvemeister 




SLIM PICKINGS 



This year, we dldnl test a single slalom 
race sU. No, we didnl forget. We had 
good reasons iof not doing so. Since the 
advent of super-sidecuts, slalom skis— and 
slalom skiers-hove become a rare breed. 
Less than five percent of the skis purchased in 
ski shops are tnie slakxn race machines. Sure, there 
are pdaity of World Cup slalom spedoUsts on skdon skis, but do you think 
they paid for them? (This is a buyer's guide, after all.) Perhqs more 
important, there ore precious few new slalom boards this seasoi; most are 
the same as lost year's, ma|^ with new graphics. Manuiachuers have 
beea concentrating on the meat of the market, and so did we. Besides, 
there were just too many other really fun, new skis out there to test. 

Thaf s not to say classic slalom skis aren1 fun. If you've got the thigh 
power, they can be a grin-inducing kick in the ski pants. Narrow frcan tip 



to waist to tail, they ore designed to make short, explosive turns through 
a tight maze of gates, msxe or less straight down the mountain. Ski them 
ri^t, and theyll squirt you out of a turn like ketchup from a packet 
stomped on by a ski boot. Nonracers who choose these skis like to spend 
their days making quick, short-rcKiius, fall-line arcs. They consider slopes 
the width of an elevator shaft luxuriously roomy. At the end of a nm, they 
feel like theySre just done high-impact aerobics with a Jane Fonda tape 
playing on fast-forward. And they love it. 

Most likely, if you're a dyed-in-the-wool slalom aficionado, you know 
who you are. And if you're in the market for a new pair, you're not going 
to be talked into something more curvaceous no matter what we say. So, 
here's a nindown of six superstars from our 1996-97 test (each one 
received on editors' choice award) that are available again this year. The 
piices listed here are suggested retail. For possible bargains, check out 
"Shallow Sidecuts, Deep Discounts' on page 151.— heum oisson 



Atomic ARC 18 

This ski imiHTSscd our 
testers with its coml)inati()n 
of sinoolhiiess and lightness. 
"I.ols of rehoiind with solid 
edfje }jri|) and a silky feel." ,\ 
versatile all-mountain ski 
for racers. If you need a tra- 
ditional slalom for racing or 
a race ski for the whole 
mountain. this should 
please. The .XRC 18 returns 
unchansed this year. $649 

Dynastar Coupe S9 

This is a fasl-lw itch-muscle 
ski for those who like instant 
response. ",\ lillle bundle of 
enerfjy." "Uuick and sharp 
on ice. lots of rehound." 
"\ery light feel, hut still a 



firm platform underneath." 
This ski returns unchanged 
for 1998. $650 

KAstle Puremachlne 
SL World Cup 

This Kastle gels a new name 
and new cosmetics this year, 
hut otherwise it's the same 
great ski. "Goes exactly w here 
you |)oint it and gives l)ack 
whatever you put in.... A 
l)eefy slalom racer that's easy 
to turn liut very solid under- 
foot." Best track-and-field 
analogy: a sprinter. $695 

Rossignoi 9S Duaitec 

W hy mess w ith a good thing? 
This Rossi returns to the ski 
shop wall unchanged this 
season. U s a Zen ski: Get 



into a rhythm, and you find 
yourself in a zone that 
makes you feel invincible. 
"Yahoo! What an adrenaline 
booster." It's a (luick-lurning 
slalom specialist, yet it got a 
10 for long turns because 
it's so stable at speed. $699 

Salomon Equipe 
Series 3S 

Last year, this ski was called 
the Prolink Equipe 3S. This 
year it has a new name, a 
slightly wider waist, and a 
new tw in-arm Prolink damp- 
ener. In the '97 test, we 
called it "a race winner." 
"Holds like a dream.... 
Super quick, and fun to 



ski.... \ery i)recise. crisp. 
|)owerful short-turner." This 
one has all the right stuff. $725 

Vdiki P30 SL 

Formerly know n as the i'20 SL. 
the P30 has a new name, a new 
l(X)k. and a slightly different 
construction: The profile of 
the core has been thinned 
out a bit. making the ski a hair 
.softer. Here's what we said 
last year: A |iowerful ski that's 
not for Sunday dri\ers. 
"Awesome edge grip.... So 
light, but so predictable.... 
Huge relxmnd — you need to lie 
reatly for it." The women 
testers had nothing but raves 
for the 190 length. Best fool- 
wear analog\ : ice skate. $675 
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TOP GS RACERS 

for long turns and stability 

Kdstle Speedmachine GS World Cup 
Volkl P30 RS Super 
Salomon Equipe Series IS 
Rossignol 9X Cut 9.3 
Elan MBX World Cup GS 
Atomic Beta Race 9.28 
Atomic ARC 24 
Fischer RCR Revolution Race 
Salomon Equipe AXE 
Kneissl White Star Ml 



TOP HIGH-SPEED 
ALL-MTN. CARVERS 

for versatility 

Rossignol Mtn. Viper Cut 9.9 
K2Four 
Olin Apex NT 
Volant SuperKarve I 
Dynostar ATV/ATL 
Hart Javelin SC 
Volkl Carver Plus 
Kneissl Ergo 

Rossignol Mtn. Viper X Cut 9.3 
Salomon Axendo Series 

TOP HIGH-SPEED 
ALL-MTN. CARVERS 

for moguls 

Dynostar 4x4 
Kneissl Ergo 
Hart Javelin SC 
I K2Four 
I KastleC09 
Rossignol Mtn. Viper Cut 9.9 
Olin Apex NT 
Salomon Axendo Series 
Volkl Carver Plus 
Dynostar Max Zero 




4> M 




TOP LOW-FATS 
for crud and poiwder 

Volant PowerKorve/L 
K2 Xplorer 
Volkl Snow Ronger 

TOP HVPERCARVERS 
for short turns and 
rebound 

Atomic Beta CorvX 9.14 
Heod Cyber Space 
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SKIS 



^ sex RP 



This dude is ixcrad. Simply huge.' scrid me slang-happy tester. 
"Sensational ski for speed arcing,' noted another. "The edge grip is 
awesome as long as you stick with the carve,' said a third. The ski 
comes with a 20-mm lifter that raises the boot oil the ski, and the 
superdeep SOC sidecut pulls you into the turn and then keeps on turning 
hj± up the Ml. liadrtional steering won't wak on this ski Some testers com- 
plained that the tails got hung up in moguls, but nctojy comptalned about ils 
groomed^lope perfomrmoe. "Widen your stance, get tow, and ripT $625 



» mt: hypercarver 
Tv/wusr/TMi (MMl: 112/60/100 
■BT FiK carvemeister 



Walcb la a detailed report 
on this model In oui 
Decembei 1997 Issue. 



PSX TC 




sex PC 

This is Elan's SQ model for low speeds and easy-does-it carving. Because it's 
relatively sott in flex, it will skid as well as carve (a plus for skiers who don't 
have their carving skills down pat). But it may be the perfect ski for the 
person who wants to short-circuit the learning process and cut to the carve, 
As one tester wrote: "Where was this guy when I was learning to ski? I 
could have avoided so many mistakes,' It's not a ride for the power skier 
or for hauling butt at high speeds. $325 
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' SKI TTfK: breakthrough to caive 

Tv/wun/niL [MMl: 112/60/100 
BEST Fw: frustrated intermediate, beginner, contented intermediate 



Marketed for the midlevel "spraf sBer, this ski turned out to have unex- 
pected power and precision. It pleased our male testers mightily (a 
women's length was unavailable for testing). "Lots of power in this baby; 
it makes you want to go faster and faster.' "Strong edge grip.' "Very quick 
edge to edge and fun in the bumps.' Basically, this is a ski that can do 
everything, whether you use conventional technique or tip-to<in-edge carv- 
ing. If you like skiing fast all over the mountain, especially on packed snow 
and in the bumps, consider this one. Wimps need not apply. $550 




Shot turns 



Moguls i 

m vm: cmising all-mtn. carver versoniitv s 

tip/wmstAau [mm]: 100/62/86 

ma FMc carvemeister, all-mtn. c^pentice, all-mtn. master, mogul animal 




HC4 HS World Cup iw/EquaHzer 



'A power performer with racing on its mind,' one tester said, and that fxetty 
much sums up this ski. With its built-in Equalizer plate, it feels heavy when 
you're lugging it on your shoulder but on your feet it comes to life at speed. It's 
not a ski for learning to carve-to benefit from its power and precision you 
already need to know how to carve turns on a conventionally shaped race ski. 
But if lost times in a GS course is your raison d'etre, this is the one. $675 
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HI IWE conventional GS race machine 

Tir/WABT/TMl (MMl: 93/61/81 

■n m: gate basha 



sex Cap/Cap L 

This sex has what Han calls a "medium flex' (compared with the 
stiffer sex RP). That makes it well suited for moderate speed carving. 
Skiers who twist their skis with body rotation vM think it's unstable, but 
all the stability you need comes merely by tilting it on edge and letting 
the ski do the rest. Once you get that technique down , the ski seems to 
turn by itself. "IWnk turn, and this ski turns. Great for freecarving or ieaming 
to carve,' testers scod. Keep it at moderate speeds, and itll be happy. Elan s 
PSX TC is a better choice for people who spend a lot of time in moguls. $400 



Icng turns 

Short tURB 

Foigtvenfisi 
Moguls 
Veuutfltty 



sn TiK cmising all-mtn. carver 
np/wiBT/mtMM]: 112/60/100 

Ksi m. carvemeister, smooth mover, fnistroted intennediate 




RCR Revolution Race 



The RCR Race is both a GS race ski and an all-mountain ski for the person who likes 
high-speed perfomiance. "Feels light yet it's surprisingly stable at speed,' one tester 
said. Where most skis are significantly wider at the tip than at the tail, the tip and 
tail widths on all Fischer's Revolution skis are the same. This makes the tip feel 
narrow (for easy turn entry) and the tail wide (for a powerful turn finish), and it 
makes the whole package behave both like a conventional ski (at the start of 
the turn) and a shaped ski (at the finish of the turn). $625 




Stabfflty 
Short tums 
Gacecomse 
VenatOltT 
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sn iwi: s-jpershoped GS race carva 
iip/wiust/t»ii (mmI: 89/63/89 
tai fh: gate basher, all-mtn. master, carvemeister 



PSX PC 



This ski is for the person looking for stability and security. It not 
only makes good long tums, it has excellent edge grip on hard 
snow. "Fun for the average skier,' wrote one tester. "It has a tradition- 
al feel but vrill also go into the tum easily if you roll it on edge, provid- 
ed you press forward to apply pressure to the tip,' Compared with some 
of the breokthrough-tocorve skis we tested, this one has enough muscle 
to please a more aggressive learner, and it has plenty of responsiveness 
out of the tum to please the skier who knows how to handle it, One reser- 
vation: It wasn't very forgiving in bumps. (Tne womens_ 
model, shown here, was unavailable 
for testing.) $450 



sxi TYPf : causing all-mtn. carver 

T)P/WMST/TIUllHM]: 100/62/86 

■n Fw smooth mover, contented inteimedkite 



Long turns 
Short turns 
Foigiveness 
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Vosodlttty 



Slightly wider at the tip and tail than the RCR Race, the Ice Saeam is Fischer's choice 
for the nonracer who aaves speed. Our testers liked it for both long and short tums. 
"C^es nice long tums with a relaxed touch,' said one tester. "Quick like a bunny 
in short tums, but itll go long, too. Great pop at tum finish.' The ski is best enjoyed 
at higher speeds; several testers complained that it felt sluggish when they 
slowed down. And there was almost universal agreement that this is an above- 
average bumper— as long as you're 




Rei 



Ice Scream 



balanced in the center of the ski. $475 



Long turns 
Short tums 
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sn iwE high-speed all-mtn. carver 
Tip/wun/TUi [MHl: 91/63/91 
(M-min. apprentk», cdl-mtn. master, smooth mover, oarvemeista 
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In Park City, we've "been 
"breaking the rules since 1884. 

Park City, Utah. We're the only town in Utah that i violated Prohibition 
by selling liquor through a mortuary. That's right. Park City. Three 
distinct mountain resorts. One rebellious mining town. Call today for a 

FREE Winter N^ation Planner at / 1-80O453-1360, Dept. PCW5. 

I 

For daily snow conditions visit > Park City online at 




GET CAUGHT UP IN IT. 



^^^^^^^^^g Call 1-800-453-1360 for vouchers that offer 
I c«fdiii«nib«r E«eiu»ivT| great sdvings on a variety of resort services 

when you pay with the American Express" Card. 



AMERICAN EXPRESS 



Revolution Ice Cap /Ice Sculjitor 

Here's a good value for intermediates who want inaedibly easy turn- 
ing coupled with excellent gnp and plenty of responsiveness when 
needed. "Quiclc, responsive, energetic, and Irvely, but predictable,' 
testers said, Tero effort required to start a turn. Real snaky in the bumps. 
The Ice Cap has the same sidecut as Fischer's original Revolution Ice but 
uses a less^xpensive cap construction: the Ice Sculptor is the same ski in a 
lightweight women's version. It's not for high speeds, and "if you let your 
butt hang over the tail it will take you for a ride.' $450/$425 
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m rm: cruising all-mtn. carver 
iv/wutA/ulCmm]: 93/63/93 
ma HE smooth mover, cxxitented intermediate 
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Revolution Ice Rreaker 



This is Fischer's Flexible Flyer, a solid intermediate ski for low-stiess, low-speed 
turning. It doesn't have the edge grip or the punch out of the turn of models 
higher up the Fischer food chain, but it's reasonably quick from left to right: 
"It likes to stay in the fall line.' And it has surpsising stability for a ski at this 
price level. As one tester said: "It's a ski for a wide range of skiers. Plenty 
of fun for all but the most discriminating.' $375 
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»i vm: breakthrough to carve 
Tir/wtisr/TML (MMl: 93/63/93 
■n nc smooth mova, frustrated intermediate, oontaited inL, beginna 
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115mm 



60mm 
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CoBwenUonal ski 
!••«•• arMar tracha 



Moderate super-sideeut 



Extreme sldecHt 



Sidecut, or a sld's hourglass shape, is nothing 
new. Slds have had sidecut lor over 100 years, 
ever since a clever 19th-cenhiry Norwegian real- 
ized that moldng the tip and tdl wider than the 
waist makes a ski turn easier. 

Whaf s new is super-sidecut, the exaggerated 
shapes that are common on today's skis. The 
advent oi these new shq^es has signiiicantly 
expanded your options. Do you want skis that 
are less shcpely or more shapely? How do the dii- 
ierences aliect how you ski? Does it really matter? 

Absolutely, it matteR. Herewith, the no-bull 
deal on shape. 

No-bull axiom #1: The deeper the sidecut, the 
less inclined the ski will be to bavel in a straight 
line-the more it will want to turn. 

No-bull axiom #2: The deeper the sidecut, the 
shorter the him the ski wants to make when ifs on 
edge. Skis with extremely deep sidecuts con 
carve very short turns, even at slow speeds. Skis 
with shcdliswer sidecuts (i.e., more conventional 
skis) carve long turns very well but usucdly 
require some skidding to make short turns. 



No-bull axiom #3: Skis with voy deep side- 
cuts may feel less versatile in the turn shape 
department (sometimes feeling 'locked on edge'^ 
compared with skis with less sidecut. This is par- 
ticularly tme if you're used to steering cx skidding 
your sids into a turn in the conventional way, 
using 'Notary" power as taught in most ski 
schools. But as you get accustomed to being mote 
passive, simply tipping the skis on edge and let- 
ting them do the work d turning, this distindiai 
should fade to gray. 

You don't need a Ph.D. in ski science to feel 
the difference between the extreme-stdecut Elan 
sex, with its 12-meter sidecut radius, and the 
moderote-sidecut K2 Four, which has a himing 
radius of about 26 meters. The Elan feels really 



lumy," while the K2 splits the difference between 
the Elan feel and a more conventional feel. Many 
shaped skis have their sidecut radii printed on 
the ski. The k>wer the numba, the shorter the nat- 
ural turning rcxlius. 

So, OS you head fa the ski shop, keep these 
questions in mind: 1. Do you like speed and going 
straight? Do you enjoy steering your skis into the 
tum in the ccnventioiial way? If so, Vxk. for a ski 
with less sidecut. 2. Do you like turning a lot, and 
carving, either to feel the g-forces in the him or for 
speed control? If so, kx>k for a ski with more side- 
cut. But redly the best way to know what shqje is 
right for you is to find a demo event and to go out 
and test drive skis with diffOHit sidecuts.— b.«l 



SKI TYi»E 

Conventional GS race machine 
Siipcrshapcd GS race carver 
High-speed all-mln. carver 
l<ow-rat 

Cruising all-mtn. carver 
Breakthrough to carve 
llypercarver 



SIDECirr MDII 

31-38 meters 
2-1-30 meters 
20-28 meters 
22-34 meters 
16-24 meters 
12-30 meters 
9-15 meters 



COMMENTS 

Makes big turns. Mkes going straight. 
Stable but also lurny. 
Same as above but better In bumps. 
Carves and floats In powder. 
Does it all at moderate speeds. 
Kasy turning at slow speeds. 
Carves lurnsof any shape. 
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The temptation to resist change is 
natural, but one run on a pair of 
Eian skis is enough to persuade 
anyone that the parabolic sidecut is 
a form so ideal, it enhances the 
whole skiing experience. Eian brings 
a parabolic sidecut to each 
' ; ski in our collection; for 
every type of skiing and 
every type of skier. 
The parabolic design is 
our true point of differenti- 
ation. It's the reason our skis 
have that little "extra". Check us 
out. There's no resisting the 
thrill of the SCX or the new 
PSX. Hey, why fight it? 



http://www.elanskis.com 







® 



FOLLOW YOUR IIMSTIIMCTS 



© 1997 IVIonark Sporting Goods, Inc. 



Ijyrighled material 



SKIS 



Javelin SC 

Nearly every tester used the term 'silky' to describe this ski. It's an ' 
easy lider that makes smooth turns. Whether it's going long or short, 
the Javelin SC carves a round, even-feeling turn. And it's "more forgiv- 
ing than your mother': if you moke little technique enors, this ski won't 
beat you up about it. Though it has pretty good pep, it won't tire you out. 
This is a great contidence-building ski lor a wide range of skiers. It does 
have a speed limit— when you let it rip, a la Rcabo, the light tips get a little 
jittery, and it's not the ideal tool for gloppy, off-piste snow. $595 



Longtums 

Shottums ^ 9 

Fototveness 1 10 

Moguls 6 8 

■nnm: high-speed aU-mtn. carver ' ' 
TW/wiBi/TUi [mhI: 99/66/92 

B£ST for: smooth mover, fnrstroted intemnediate, hopeful bumpster 




Contour SP 



The Contour SP is a ski for strong intennediates looking to excel. 
When you stand smack in the middle of the ski, it eases into a turn, 
then carves like "a train riding the rails." And if skidding is still in your 
repertoire, itH do that, too. It's okay in bumps, as long as you keep the 
speed down. As you improve and start pudiing this ski. it'll reward you 
with "nice zing off the tail,' testers said. "Snappy, amazing rebound, what 
a kickr For low-level skieis, though, the zing makes this ski a little hard to 
balance on. $395 



w TYPi: caiising all-mtn. carver 
tvMust/tul (mmI: 99/66/92 

■sr fh: smooth mover, frustrated intermediate 






Lena turns 




Shottums 


6 


Fotglveness 
Moguls 


5 


VeisdilitY 


ii 



Contour EXC/EXL. 



An effortless, evenly balanced ski, this Contour model slips in and cu' 
of turns with ease. It's light and lively, yet packs a real punch. "A fi-e- 
plug, lots of rebound, quick edge to edge,' testers said. When rolled up 
on edge it's a stable-feeling carve machine that finishes the tum with 
power yet is still very forgiving. Except in the bumps, that is, where the 
ski tends to catapult ahead, making it difficult to stay centered. This is a 
ride thatll propel intennediates to expert level, as long as your sights 
aren't set on mogul-animal status. $350 




Longtums 
Shocttums 
Foigiveness 9 
Moguls 7 

w tyr: breakthrough to carve vasottiiiy 
w/WABl/T/ui (MMl: 104/66/97 

BT Fwu smooth mover, frustrated intennediate, carvemelster 



Cyber 28X TPS 

Not many skis thrive on straight-nmning the mountain anymore, 
but this one does. Call it first cousin to a GS race ski. "A beefy 
carver.' "Sticks to the snow like glue. Gives you confidence at speed.' 
The lighter testers found it relatively demanding, a lot of ski to move 
around the mountain. But for those who put a lot of energy in, this 
ski gives a lot back, "For the athletic skier.' "Smooth as a Lexus in the 
middle of the turn: quick as a Porsche into the next tiim.' Not for 
quickness in the bumps or slow speeds on the groomed. A good choice 
for rec racing. $625 



w TYPt: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
nlnusihuL [MM): 94/61/90 

KT fm: all-mtn. master, all-mtn. appentioe, smooth mover 




Cybor seX TPS 

This big-stick carver has a bit more sidecut than the 28X, which gives it more 
arcing capability. But it's still as stable as a freight tiain at speed, with a smooth 
and supple feeling on snow. Not surprisingly, its long-tum scores topped its short- 
tiim marks. "Not a ski for whipping around quickly,' scdd one tester who likes 
whipping his skis around. Another tester noted it was 'unflappable' at speed. 
Where you balance on this ski makes a big difference— it "needs forerard 
pressure to get the tip to pull you into the turn.' For high-speed power 
skiers who like to arc aaoss the hill. $575 



Lcngtums » 




Short tums ^ 


6 


Forqiveness 5 


S 


Moguls ^ 


6 


VeraatUity ' 


6 



sn tyr: high-speed all-mtii. carver 
Tip/WABT/iui [MMl: 98/62/91 
Bisr fm: all-mtii. apprentice, all-mhi. master, carvemeister 



Cybor Spaco 

Don't confuse this exfeeme-sidecut model with Head's other Cybers. The 180 is a high- 
speed aanker, carving medium to long arcs with the smootiiness and stability of an 
off-shore powerboat. An ideal tool for a carvemeister, the 160 is a short-tiim carver. 
Connect a few of those short-radius carved tums together, and you're bounding 
down the slope. Both lengths share the distinctively smooth feel of a classic GS 
race ski but in a decidedly modem shape. 'Major fun,' said one tester, 
'Amazingly stable at speed as long as it's on edge.' $530 ($560 with lifter) 





Wfflch lor a detailed report 
on this model in our 
December 1997 issue. 



SKI tyr: nypercarver 
np/iN«Bi/Tiui [MMl: 111/62/99 
KJT fm: carvemeister 




Cyber 24X 

This is a smooth-riding, easy-to-ski, predictable, and forgiving ski for a wide 
range of skiers. One of Head's original Cyber models, the 24X helped 
pioneer the concept of a moderate super-sidecut shape. The wide tip pulls 
you into tiie carve.' the nanow waist provides good grip and quick edge 
changes; and the relatively nanow tail lets you out of the tiim any time you 
want. "1 could tip it on edge and carve round arcs or ski it right under me 
with quick edge-taedge movements,' said one tester. $550 



Long turns 
Sheet hirtts 


7 


6 




Fccgtvertess 


7 


7 




Moguls 


7 


6 


VersottUty 


3 


6 
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«i tyr: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
tip/wmst/tml [mm]: 98/62/88 

■ST fh: all-mhi. master, all-mtii. apprentice, carvemeister 





Long turn 




Short tums 


7 7 


Forgiveness 


6 6 


Moguls 


6 7 


VeisatilltY 


7 6 




Cyber 22X 

Head says the 22X is for 'athletic female skias' who wont to learn to carve their tijms. 
Our female testers, all good athletes, called it a ouisin' machine that stays on the 
snow at high speeds and holds well on hard snow. It has nearly the same tip and 
tcol widths 05 the Cyt)er 24X, with a slightiy wider waist for added stability and for- 
giveness. "Big. honkin' GS tums are fun on this sM,' said one. "Needs speed to per- 
form at its best, but felt wonderfully deticious going fast,' said another. Not a ski 
for superquick. high-rebound kinds of hims, but easy to handle and forgiving 
as long as the skier doesn't mind a bit of speed. $500 



b^ng turns 

Stiort tums ^ 

Forgiveness 7 

Moouls 6 

Versatility 7 



SKI tyr: women's cruising all-mtii. carver 
Tip/w«m/TUi [MMl: 97/64/88 
KST fm: smooth mover, all-mtii. apprentice 
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VICTORIOUS. 

r That's how 




Remember how you used to beam when ihey cheered? You felt hke you were 
on top of the world. So it makes perfect sense that you'd step up to the GMC Yukon. 
Its exhilarating 255 hp V8 delivers more power than any other sport utility* 
And the Autotrac'^' system on Yukon** is so advanced, it actually senses changing 
road conditions and adjusts automatically from 2\VD to 4WD. With more power 
and advanced technolog)', Yukon not only challenges the road, it wins. 

For ihe big p\aure, visit vMw.yukon.mc.com or call l-888-iA-)VKON. 

Or discover Suburban al WWWSldmban.gmC.COm. 'bduda olhcr GM vehicles "Standird on 4UT) modols 



YUKON. 



COMFORTABLY 
IN COMMAND" 



Ci 



Cyber 1 8X 

lliis may be the best value in Head's Ime. "Great aU-around ski for a 
range of reaeationd skiers,' enthused one tester. "At moderate speeds 
this sM does it all. It's ridiculously easy to turn yet also stable. It's forgiving 
yet has plenty of pop,' "Wowl Loved the feeling of confidence when carv- 
ing at higher speeds,' It got kudos for comfort: "like I was skiing on plows,' 
And fa its low-speed maneuvecflDity: "really nice when you're moving 
slowly; a ski that wffl help you improve,' In tximps, it seerned to float through 
with ease. Judged against the other leam-tocarve skis this was a winner. $400 




long tuns 

Shorttums ^ 

Moguls l> 

VersatilitY ' 



: sn iyk: Breakthrough to carve 
i w/wustAml (mm]: 94/63/84 

Ijbt fw frustrated intennediate, hopeful bumpster. contented intemediate, beginner 



Merlin V 




Xplaror 

A versatile off-piste board for surfing in deep fluff and chopped-up junk snow. With 
such a big platform underfoot, this ski feels stable, forgiving, and easy to balance 
on. Testers called it a "big powder cruiser and crud buster,' yet it still carves a 
nice, round turn on soft packed powder. It was prefened in long turns over 
short— "a bit of a workout for fall-line quickies'— perhaps because it's such 
a beefy, damp-feeling ski. The Xplorer will steamroll over bumps, but it 

won't zip through the troughs. $600 




Ta a detailed lepoit on this 
model, see High Test at Tahoe" 
In oui September 1997 issue. 

va rm: low-fat 
Tip/wunAu [MM]: 107/74.5/98 
KSi FHc all-mtn. oppentKe, all-mtn. mcctei 



"A fast and furious arc-master. Roll it on edge and saeam like the 
wind,' testers said. The Merlin V is a ski built for GS racing: smooth as 
butter and lightning fast in gates. In huge carves at eyeball-drying 
speeds, it's solid and extremely stable, sending the fun meter into the red. 
But at the end of the turn you need to be powerful enough to hang on. M 
but the strongest skiers should look elsewhere. In bumps, this board is diffi- 
cult to balance on, skyrocketing when it meets moguls head-on. It has good 
energy for a GS ski, but short-swing tums are still some work. $755 




wtth: supershaped Gil race carver 
Tip/wiBT/TUi (MMl: 98/63.5/88 
■n nK gate basher, cdl-mtii, master, carvemeista 



Long turns 
SlolJility 
Short tums 
Racecouise 
Veisatility 



Merlin IV/Power 




Marllp 111 /Flight 

"A stable plank that's great for making big GS turns,' testers said about the Merlin m 
(Flight for women). This ski has a traditional feel to it. Unlflce other shaped skis, you 
can't just tip it into a carve. It requires aggressive tip pressuring and steering to get it 
into a tiim. The ski also has a wide platform underfoot, which makes it easy to float 
on in tough snow and stable at high velocity. But it's not quick from edge to edge. 
At slower speeds, testers found it unremarkable and overly damp, one possible 
reason it scored low for short tums and moguls. But this board does improve with 
speed, especially in long-radius tums, $575/$540 



Long turns 
Shott turns 
Fagweness 
Moguls 
Venatffitr 



sxi TYPt: cnrising all-mtii, carver 
hp/wabt/tu [mm]: 99/67.5/88 
KIT fim: smoofli mover, all-mtn. apprentice, fnisfrated intennediate 



Testers called this one a "big, beefy stick that feels solid underfoot „, a 
ski with substance,' "This ski nps at high speed." It has the stabity of 
an ocean liner, but demands a capable captain at the helm. If you're 
out ft» a relaxing Sunday drive, forget it. In general, tiie men Iflced the 
Merlin IV better than the women liked the Power (the women's version), 
which they characterized as difficult to maneuver. In all, it's not a terribly 
forgiving ii: You need to stay fonvard: get back, and "youH lose it," 
warned testers. $695/$635 



Long turns 
Shot tums 
FotQiveQess 
Moguls 
VeisatmtT 



sn tyk: high-speed all-mtii. carver 
np/w/usT/iiui (mm): 99/65/88 

wai Fm: all-mtii. master, all-mtn, apprentice, carvemeister 



Four 




iariln/llsfflex 



K2 says the Merlin (the women's version, which is lighter and has a forwardmount- 
ing point, is called the Reflex) "features easy him initiation and forgiveness,' Our 
testers agreed. It's a user-friendly, featherweight perfomier for low-level skiers, TTiis 
is a comfy sM, very forgiving,' said our testers. The women especially found it 
easy to ski in the bumps. "It takes a nice, round line in the moguls." But this 
board has a perlonnance ceiling. It's best skied at slow to moderate speeds on 
soft snow. Crank up the speed and power, and the ski starts to feel unstable. 
Aggressive athletes and advanced skiers will easily overpower it. $455/$360 



Long turns 
Short tums 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VeisotHity 



7 
4 

5 ■ 



"Whoopee, what a fun ride ... have a balF The K2 Four "aanks up the 
fun-o-meter." Comfortable and confidence-inspiring, it has "a sweet 
spot ttie size of Texas' and is inaedibly versatile. Ski it fast or slow; skid 
or caive: and just name your tenain. It busts cmd, lays trenches on 
groomed-snow carpets, slices hardpack, and zips through bumps "like a 
bunny," Nearly every tester used the word "predictable" to describe the 
ride. 'Though it's not as rock-solid as a tioie G5 racer, testers loved tipping the 
Four on edge and nding out big, high-speed arcs. $400 



I/ng turns 
Shot tums 
Fotgiveoes 

Moguls 

VeisatiMy 



» iwi: high-speed all-mtii. carver 
np/w/usT/uii [MMl: 99/65/88 

KIT Fw: all-mtii. master, all-mtii, apprentice, carvemeister, mogul animcd 
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w TYPt: breaWhrough to carve 
Tip/wusi/TJUi (MMl: 99/70/88 
FMu contented intennediate, beginner, fnistiated intennediate 



Speedmaciiine GS World Cup 



TTiis KcBtle combines a classic race consbuction (metal/fiberglass sandwich, vertical 
sidewcdls) with a near super-sidecut shape. The result is a powerful, easy-timing 
race ski, "Holds great on ice and carves eflortlessly, predictably, and smoothly," 
said one tester. The women liked it better for short tiims than long. "Light feel but 
really packs a punch.' The men testers loved aanking big arcs on the 200, and 
they liked the slippery feel of the base, which "won't slow you down on the way 
to the winner's podium." It skis best if your weight is forward. $695 





Long turns ' 




Stability 




Short tums i 


5 


Bacecomse <> 


9 


Versatility 9 


7 




90 TYPE conventional GS race machine 
Tip/w«n/TMi [MM]: 95/62/82 
BEST fim: gate basher, all-mtii. master ^ 

*■■ BIT •■ raM ICS 



Cu; 



I'erial 




RESIST THE USUAL 



There's more than just the shape of this ski to distinguish the revolutionary 
Beta Series by Atomic. The remarkable new Beta core increases torsion and 
resists twisting to provide magnificent edge control. The new for '98 Beta 
design reduces overall weight, allowing the skier to make quicker and easier 
turns. Structural vibration is reduced for improved snow contact. And what 
does this all mean to you? The new Atomic Beta skis let you confidently 
make turns with unparalleled stability and agility at faster speeds, even 
under the iciest conditions. See your Atomic dealer for a test drive. 




SKIS 



Speedmachine FT 

This model has the same sidecut as the Speedmachine GS World Cup 
but with Kostle's much lighter Fibre Tube construction. Surprisingly, it 
appealed to our stronger, heavier male testers more than the light- 
weight men. (Only a men's length was available for testing.) Said our 
most masterful mogulist: "An explosive tiger. Great for the high-end mogul 
skier.' One of the lighter guys called it "a stiletto that makes knifelike arcs 
down the fall line' but also felt that it was unyielding in bumps. All the 
testers noted this ski's light feel, and all commented that it gets buffeted in 
chunky crud. $585 



m TYPt: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
TIp/wabt/tu [mm]: 95/62/82 
KB FML oll-mtn. master, all-mtn. 



Long tuns 

Shcdtums 

Fcrgiveness 

Moguls 

VeisatmtY 




C 09 



This is Kostle's moderate super-sidecut shape, a ski meant for 'all types of terrain 
at high speed.' Our test team described it as just that, pegging it as a ski with a 
friendly disposition and a vnde range of use, "A stable autocarver.' "With its 
big balance platform, you could ski on it all day and not get tired.' 'Likes to 
carve big turns, but short turns are snappy. Not too beefy, not too wimpy.' In 
moguls, it drew raves from our skilled bumpers, both for its absorption and 
its spring. Only on ice, where it's edge hold was said to be marginal, did 

its scores drop to near average. $425 



Long turns 






Short turns 


6 


7 


Forgiveness 


6 


7 


Moguls 


7 


8 


VetsotUlty 


7 


7 



sn tth: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
tipAvmstAml (mmI: 99/64/87 
lEST FN: all-mtn. cpprentice, oan^emeister, smooth mover, mogul animal 



LENGTH WISE 



Sidecuts cue getting so much attention tiiese days there's a 
danger of forgetting an equally important sld dimension- 
length, The length you choose can make or break youi skiing 
experience. Pick a ski that's too long, and youH end up working 
too hard in moguls, trees, and other tight places. Buy a ski that's 
too short, and youll feel unstable when you wont to go fast. 

The appropriate lengtti for you depends on many factos, 
First, take into account your weight, strength, ability, and aggres- 
siveness. Heavier, stronger, more skilled, and more aggressive 
skiers need longer boards than skiers who ore lighter, weaker, 
less skilled, and less aggressive, Thof s the most basic nile. 

Second, you have to consider ski type and sidecut. For 
example, racing skis are intended to be skied longer than learn- 
ing skis, because rcK%rs ski faster and need more stability. 
(Novices, on ttie ottier hand, need more maneuverability to 
moke turning easier.) 

A general nile is ttKit ttie deeper ttie sidecut, the shorter the ski 
should be. A Vdlkl P30 RS Super, which has a conventioncd (i.e., 
relatively sfandght) GS sidecut, should be sized longer than a mod- 
erate super-sidecut like ttie K2 Four. A ski with exbme sidecut, 
like the Qan SCX, should be sized shortest of cdl (see tiie chart on 
tills page). And sidecut magnifies ttie effect of differences in 
lengUi.YouH notice a greater variation in perfomiance between 



I80-cm and a ITQ^m supa-sidecut skis ttie same mod^ ttm 
between two conventiond-sidecut skis ttie same lengttis. 

Widtti and weight of ttie ski also factor into choosing lengtti. 
At our ski test last spring, ttie men skied ttie Volant PowerKarve 
in two lengttis, 183 and 193. The PowerKarve is a relatively wide, 
fairly heavy low-fat ski witti a moderately deep sidecut. The 
testers comments on ttie two lengttis sound as if ttiey skied two 
entirely different models. The 183 was lauded as an energetic 
and versatile short turner, while ttie 193 was described as a 
smootti, stable cniiser, All but ttie heaviest, most aggressive 
testers picked ttie 183 as ttieir ideal lengtti for everyday use, 
evesa ttiough Uiis was 20 centimeters shorter ttion ttiey were used 
to witti conventional-sidecut models. 

This kind of experience leads us to offer ttie following advice 
about lengtti: When buying shciped skis, think shorter than 
you've ever thought be/ore. Many manufacturers told us ttiot 
skias bou^t shaped skis too bng kist year, which made ttion less 
enttiusiostic about ttieir purchases Uian if ttiey'd bought ttie next 
shorter length. This seascxi, ski makers consider lengtti selecticxi so 
in^xirtant ttiat ttiey^e urging skiers to dano diifaait lengttis of ttie 
same model, somettiing weVe never heard \hm recommend 
before. We've alvrays recommended tiiat you demo skis before 
buying. This year if s inoce iri^)ortant ttm ever, —HK3iAa MiBACU 



The chart shows manuloduier-tecommended 
lengths o( vtnious slds (which represent the most 
conunon sld types) lot average-sized male and 
iemale expert sUers. If s not intended as an exact 
guide (unless you fit the sUei descriptions exactly 
and want these spedtic models). As a tough guide, 
howevei, it shows the range ol typically recom- 
mended lengths. 11 youte heavier, go up in length; if 
you're lighter, go down. Because sidecuts vary so 
much from model to model, we urge you not only to 
fellow the manufactuieis' recommendations but also 
to demo different lengths of the some model. If the 
first length you try feels a bit dead on youi feet, going 
down one length may give you more liveliness. 





EXPERT MALE. 
S'lO", 170 lbs. 


EXPEIIT FEMALE, 
5'3", 1 25 lbs. 


Volkl P30 RS Super 

(CONVENTIONAL GS RACE MACHINE) 


200 cm 


190 cm 


Rossignol 9S 

(SLALOM RACK MACHINK) 


198 cm 


188 cm 


Rossignol 9x 9.9 

(SlIPERSILAPED GS RACE CARVER) 


191 cm 


184 cm 


K2 Four 

(HIGH-SPEED ALL-MTN. CARVER) 


188 cm 


178 cm 


Volant PowerKarve 

(low-fat) 


183 cm 


173 cm 


Elan SCX RP 
(hypercarver) 


163 cm 


153 cm 
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Pro XTZ 

Start with a really big tip, a nanow waist, and a wide tail, then add 
Kastle's World Cup sandwich constnidion. What you get is a calm, 
supercaiving machine that loves round arcs and produces a tum 
when merely tipped on edge. It has a light leel, oui testers said, but is 
also very steady in long, high-speed arcs. It skis best il your weight is cen- 
tered, "Get loo for forward, and the tip folds up,' one tester said. Not 
superquick, but quick enough if your preference is for effortless carving. 
Surprisingly, this hypercarver was also well-liked in bumps, $415 



Watch loi a detailed lepoit 
on tills model In cm 
riecembei 1997 issue. 




flo TtK hypercarver 
tip/wuctAu (MM].- 111/62/95 

■n fim: corvemeister 



C 05 

The C 05 has the same sidecut as the C 09, but in a softer-flexing con- 
struction intended for skiers with medium skills who ski at medium 
speeds. Its ample tip pulls you into the tum, but not so forcefully as to 
cause alarm. "1 felt so comfortable on these, like 1 was wearing my 
favorite old sweater,' said one tester. Quick turns down the fall line are 
"a bit of a workout,' but the ski is very smooth and forgiving in the 
moguls, and it 'loves medium and longish turns on the groomed,' A ski 
that fits the smooth mover "like a glove.' $375 




Ergo CG with plate 

Kneissl says the Ergo CG is an "expert's pure carving toy.' As is typical with Kneissl, 
the tip and tail are the same width (most shaped skis have wide tips and not-quite- 
as-wide-toils). That means the tcdl on this ski feels extremely wide. It's a ski for 
open-stance carving, testers said. It also likes being on edge and doesn't like glid- 
ing flat. "It's squirrelly when skied flat.' "Makes fun, round arcs at medium and 
1^ slow speeds,' but is "not for high speeds ' "Heavy and slow reacting. Difficult to 
' keep flie tail from sliding out.' "Not a lot of power." $819; $659 without plate 



Watch lot a detailed report 
on this model in OUI 
Decembei 1997 issue. 



ai ttk: hypercarver 
Tir/wAffr/T/ui (MMl: 110/62/110 
BT ni: corvemeister, smoofli mover 



longhims 
Short turns 
Foigiveness ' 
Moguls '/ 

aa tyh: cruising afl-mountain corvH venotiiitY 6 ^jjjj 

w/wmsi/tu (mhI: 99/64/87 

IBT nc smooth mover, contented intennediate, hopeful bumpster 



5 03 

If price and learning to carve a tum are equally important, this 
ski might be a good choice. It has the same sidecut as ttie C 09 
and C 05 in a less sophisticated constniction. The tip feels light and 
easy to maneuver, even at low speeds, and stability is good if gravity 
gets ttie upper hand. "Nice little do for the beginners and low interme- 
diates. Rewards good technique witti an easy carve," said one of our 
testers, who is normally partial to beefy skis. Just don't expect bungee- 
like reponsiveness or the high-speed stability of a Coast Guard Cutter, 
The sp>eed flireshold is fcmly low, (A women'; 
length was unavailable for testing.) $325 




Ergo 

The Ergo was one of Vne first super-sidecut skis on the market, and it just keeps getting 
better. "Wow, what a great nde! Light, soft, and supple feel. Not a lot of pop but reaUy 
smooth. Just dives into the moguls so effortlessly it's amazing," testers raved. The Ergo 
has all Uie features good skiers would enjoy, and its so easy to ski that lower-level 
skiers would like it, too, "Zips from edge to edge quickly and feels smooth and 
aeomy in big carves." It's hard to make a bad tum on this ski. Comfort, reassur- 
ance, and versatility vnapped into one great package. $539 



Laigtums 
Short turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
Venatmty 



Long turns 


^^^^^^^ 


Short turns 




Forgiveness 




Moguls 




VeraatMy 





m m: breakthrough to carve 
tv/wwtAml [mmJ: 99/64/87 

KB fm: smoofli mover, fnistroted intermediate, contented intermediate, beginna 



White star mil 




sn mi: high-speed aU-mtn. carver 
mlnmhu. tirni: 92/62/92 
RK cill-mtn. master, cdl-mtn. afpentKe, corvemeister, h^ful bumpster 



Magic Cruise 



This ski has flie some sidecut as ttie Ergo, but flie constniction and flex pattern ore 
designed for "intennediates who stiU want to glide [read: skid] as weU as corve.' It 
goes into turns with ease, mostly because its tip has a superlight feel. This board's 
forte is short to medium turns, which means that intennediate skiers should 
have no trouble keeping ttieir speed under control. Because its toil is wide, 
flie ski finishes Uie tum best if you shift your weight bock ot flie end of 
ttie tum. Anything higher than moderate speeds brings instability. $399 



so mi: breakthrough to carve 
mImmhuL ImV. 92/62/92 
!r HK contented inteimediate, tmstrated 
intennediate, smoofli mover, beginna 



longtmns 
Short tums 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VersotOity 



Mole testers loved tiie 200-cm lengtti of ttiis ski, pranarily because so 
Me effort was needed for race-level performance. "It starts into flie 
tum wifli just a tip of ttie feet, then goes exadly where you point it," 
said the skinniest male. Sluggish at slow speeds, flie ski "lights up ttie 
slope' once you get it moving quickly. Despite its tum ease, it needs o 
skffled nder. "Hang on! This baby likes to rxket out of flie turn." That's part- 
ly because of its ultrowide toil, which helps finish ttie tum witti a flourish but 
tends to catch in ttie bumps, $629 



This quick, light ski is a master of versatility: It slittiers in bumps, holds on ttie 
slick spots, feels smootti in long and short tums, is stable yet peppy, and is 
a strong carver yet skids forgivingly. "You don't need to be real dynamk: 
to moke ttiis ski perform,' testers said. A comfortable, balanced-feeling ski, 
it tums easily ot slow speeds, but feels stable at high velocity. In fact, you 
could use it for rec racing. A few testers fliought fliis ski could use more life 
and fliat it wasn't rxk solid at Mach speeds, but fliose are quibbles. 
BasicallY, it's hard to make a wrong tum c«i ttiis ski. $750 




an rat. supeishoped GS lace carver 
nr/wifii/Tiui (mil: 92/62/92 

Kn nr gate basher, all-mtn. master 



Long turns 
StablHY 
Short tums 
Racecourse 
Veisallllty 




Apex NT 



Longhims 




Short turns 




Forgiveness 




Moguls 
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Versatility o 
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w me high-speed cdl-mtn. carver 
Tip/wusT/nii (MM): 98/63/87.5 
Kn HK all-mtn. apprentice, careemeister, hopeful bumpster 
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Who said man 
wasn't meant 

TO FLY? 



K2 SUPER SIDE CUTS 
Tuned Performance 
for better balance 
and easier turns 
for every part 

of the mountain. Two 
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\ll the way up to the hair-curling ice scream. 
Definitely don't go there without the cubes!) 

Why LISTEN TO EVERYONE ELSE RAGE ABOUT IT? 

'iNO A Fischer dealer fast. That is, if you've 

OT what it takes... Utuimc Dtcaaw (996 

or more information contact us on the web at. 
ttp://www.fischerski.com 

R PHONE 1 800-431-2204 x321 for a free catalog. 



Radius K/Radius V 

This one's a fun, light, easy-tuming ski that feels "like skiing on clouds,' 
one tester sdd. The Radius K (Radius V for women), which has a wider 
waist than the Apex NT, Is a friendly sM with a very forgiving feel. It just 
"dives into a turn and zings you into the next.' In bumps, it's pretty agile, 
and in long turns, it makes a smooth, solid arc. "Fun for riding the rail,' but 
testers liked it most for 'cranking quickies down the fall line.' It's not quite as 
versatile as the NT, though. This ski prefers soft snow: On hard<is-enamel 
hardpack, the grip is iffy, and the light tips get knocked about in cmd. $575 




sn iwi: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
np/wusT/nu (mm): 98/65/87.5 

Ksr fm: smooth mover, all-mtn. master, all-mtn. apprentice, carvemeister 



Selkirk 

This ski "floats through cmd, pik, and powder like a 2x10,' one 
tester said. Only the men skied on the Selkirk, and they called the 
195 length "smooth and floaty and humongous ... lots of power ... 
damp and stable.' Although the longer length is a bear in bumps and 
short tums, the 185 is "surpnsingly agile in moguls.' And, testers scud, 
"it's so forgiving that it makes everything easy from bumps to powder to 
crud to trees.' Easy turning and confidence inspiring. Neither length was 
deemed very quick edge to edge or grippy on ice, $630 



m TYPt: low-fat 
TO/w«Bi/i«i (MM): 108/75/98 

KB nt all-mtn, apprentice, smooth mover, hopeful bumpster 




Su per S ha pe P T SL/BTW 

Olin calls this "a ski lor good skiers who want to be great, but don't have the time ... 
raise your level of skiing just by putting them on.' Testers agreed: Quick, light, and 
easy, this ski does the work for you. It's forgiving and comfortable and maneuvers 
ecEily through trees or steeps or bumps. On groomed, it carves a beautiful round 
turn. This is a perfect tool for the skier who wants to cmise all over the mountain 
with little effort. The women testers loved the DTV: the men only liked the DTSL 
(the unisex version). "It does many things well, nothing great.' $500 





voniiiitY I J t «fflrf . j^j^jjjjjjg gij.ujji^ carver 

Tip/wusT/TUi (MMl: 98/65/87.5 
■Bi Fu: smooth mover, contented intennediate, hopeful bun^ei 



Kinetic/Kinetic V 

Tte Olin is a smooth and easy ride that wont spring any surprises. It's easy to bal- 
ance on and pretty forgiving. Mellow, testers called it. But it's also not too peppy, 
which intemiediates will appreciate: "You can stay on top of it all day, and it won't 
wear you out," testers said. CM. in for a solid, stable, no-frills ride. The women said 
the Kinetic V "carves with great ease and is remarkably easy in bumps." Both the 
men and the women agreed this ski has a speed ceiling. "Gets chottery 

at speed,' they scad. $450 




Sbortlums 



so TYPE cniising all-mtn. carver 
np/wam/TUL [mmI: 99/67.5/88 
■n fm: smooth mover, contented intermediate, hopeful bumpster 
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Thank God. Ski maken have finally realized 
that wider-waisted skis ore good lor us, bring- 
ing the joys of ungroomed snow and trees and 
chutes and bowls and fonnerly inaccessible 
nooks and crannies to skiers who've been serv- 
ing a life sentence on the groomed. From the K2 
Four (65-mm waist) to the Atomic Powder 
Cniise (104-nim waist), wide is the watchword 
of the late '905. 

It's about time, Throughout the '70s and '80s, 
it's as if skis attended Wodst Watchers meetings. 
Every year they got skinnier and skinnier in the 



middle, as engineers slavishly followed the 
pinch-wodsted trends in racing. (After Voisting" 
away to as narrow as 60 millimeters, which is 
nanower than standard boot soles, race-ski 
waists are actually getting wider again.) Yes, 
narrow-waisted slds are quick from edge to 
edge and have good grip on boilerplate ice, but 
with inaeasingly good grooming available, 
how many skiers really need race-level ice grip? 

Why is waist width important? Just as a 
table top Is easier to balance on than a 
tightrope, extra width in the middle gives you a 



wider platform to stand on. It not only floats sig- 
nificantly better than a narrower ski in powder, 
it also provides security at speed everywhere. 
This is why fat and low-fat skis have become the 
tools of choice among skilled rippers in the West. 

How wide is best? Unforhmately, there is 
no nile but personal preference here. Get out 
and demo a variety of widths as well as side- 
cuts. Remember: A ski that is shaped doesnl 
necessarily hove a wide waist. But a shewed 
ski with a wide waist has the mcddngs of a truly 
versatile ski.— b.g. 



SKI NAME 



WAIST WIDTH 



SKI TYPE 



Head TR 20 TPS 62 mm 

Volkl P30 RS Super 63 mm 

Salomon Equipe AXE 64 mm 

Rossignol Viper Cut 9.9 62 mm 

K2 Four 65 mm 

Dynaslar 4x4 67 mm 

K2 Merlin III 68 mm 

Olln Catalyst 70 mm 

Atomic Beta Cruise 9.22 72 mm 

Salomon X-Mountain 75 mm 

Volkl Snow Ranger 79 mm 

Rossignol Cut 11. 5 85 mm 

Dynastar Big Powder 90 mm 

Volkl Exploslv 3 94 mm 

.Atomic Powder Cruise 104 mm 



Conventional SL race machine 

Conventional GS race machine 

Supershaped race carver 

High-speed all-mln. carver 

High-speed all-mln. carver 

High-speed all-mtn. carver 

Cruising all-mtn. carver 

Breakthrough to carve 

Low-fat 

Low-fat 

Low-fat 

Fat 

Fat 

Pal 

Fat 



THRIVES ON 



Ice 

Ice i 
Ice ! 
Hardpacked to powder 
Hardpacked to powder 
Hardpacked to powder , 
Groomed ■ 
Groomed 

Powder and soil groomed i 

Powder and soft groomed ! 

Powder and soft groomed 

Powder and soft groomed 

Powder 

Powder 

Powder 
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Catalyst 

Olin calls it a "conlidence builder.' And testers agreed, especially 
when it came to moguls: "tips absorb well, making it forgiving in 
moguls.' "A blast in bumps,' one tester said. "Cmise with confidence." 
Its big plcrtlonn underloot makes it easy to balance on. Though it's 
designed to "enoouiage skiers to carve turns as their abilities improve.' it 
still requires some traditional steering. "Ski all day and enjoy the viev^s 
along the way. Not a challenge to ski, but a pleasure to ski,' testers said. 
It's stable and predictaiale, but not a ski with a whole lot of zing. $400 



Longtums 
Short turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
Versolility 



' w TWE breakthrough to carve 
whHHahuL (mm]: 99/70/88 

■n FMc fnistrated intermediate, contented intermediate, beginner 



Bad Dog GS CAS Plate 

"A ski for real skiers who still want to ski that way,' RD says about this 
classic GS model. Our stronger, tougher, heavier male testers grooved 
on It (only the men tested this one). "Solid, traditional feel. Mapr re- 
bound. Nice, stable feel underfoot,' And they liked it for more than just 
the racecourse, too. This ski can win races, ski chutes, and still party in 
the moguls.' The lighter testers, however, said they needed more time in 
the gym to enjoy it. "A traditional ski that needs to be worked in the tradi- 
tional way. Feels big. Loves speed.' In a nutshell; It's a ski for the strong and 
the brave who like to rip high-speed big ones th( 
whip their buddies in a racecourse. $800 Loogiums 

StabffitT 
Short tuns 
Bocecoune 

m TWE conventional GS race machine venatastr 
np/wusT/TW (mm]: 88/61/80 
tea HK gate basher, all-mtn. master 




9X 9.9 

With its 99-mm tip, the 9X 9.9 is the ski Rossignol recommends for racers and athletic 
skiers who want the arcing assistance provided by a super-sidecut shape. "Just tip it 
on edge and ride it around the arc,' one tester said. Our female testers ranked it 
number one in versatility among all the GS race skis we tested. You can be 
aggressive, or you can ski it relaxed, but you do have to be dialed into the 
sweet spot to realize the ski's full potential. For all its easy turn initiation, this 
is still a race ski— that means high speeds and good skiing skills are needed 

to take advantage of its power. $M9 



Longtums 

StcfijilitY 9 

Shorttums 6 

liooecauise 9 

Veiscmilty 3 
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Bad Dog Carver 

Here's a ski for all the Jack the Rippers of skidom— it has a carving 
fetish. "An autocarver. M it on edge, stand on it, and go for a ride,' 
one tester said. "Once I got the ski way up on edge and my hip close 
to the snow, it was great,' said another. ItH carve at low speeds as well 
as moderately high speeds, but it resists even a hint of skidding w&i all 
the detennination of a spoiled child having a tantnim. Our stronger testers 
liked it m bumps-'a bump<log temer,' said one— while our lighter-weight 
testers found its wide tips catchy in moguls. Edge grip on the slick spots 
v«E inconsistent. $500, $600 with Carve 
Assist Suspension (CAS) plate. 



» itr: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
m/wusT/TU (MM]: 108/62/91 
KST m: carvemeister 



9X Cut 9.3 Pualtec^ 



Rossignol is offering two distinct sidecuts for giant slalom this year: 9X 
9.3 and 9X 9.9. The 9X 9.3, with its 93-mm tip, is for skiers with World 
Cup pretensions or those who simply like the feel of a slightly more con- 
ventional cut. Our testers found that it thrives on ice and loves speed. 
"The stability of a Mack buck with U^e nimbleness of a Porsche." "Load it 
up, release the edge, and pow! this sucker rockets you into the next turn. 
For high-speed stability and huge aankers, nothing does it better. $699 



frt 



an iTH: conventional GS race machine 

hp/wmst/tu (MM]: 93/62/61 

KST FHc gate basher, all-mtii. master 



125 




sn TYPt: supershaped GS race carver 
tip/wwt/tu (mm]: 99/62/89 
ma nc gate basher, carvemeister. all-mtn. master 



Mountain Viper X Cut 9.3 Dualtec 

This ski has the same sidecut as the 9X 9.3, in a somewhat softer-flexing package. But 
it's still bred for speed and for skiers who are tiuly masters of the entire mountain. 
Inlike skis with more pronounced sidecuts, this one doesn't need to be on edge to 
e stable-it loves going sttcaght downhill. "Awesomely smooth, silky, and stiong, 
ski for dominating the mountain.' And it grips the hard shalf like a honed switch- 
blade. Our less powerful testers found it a bit of work in bumps and in cpck fall- 
line turns. Only our sfrongest and heaviest female testers felt completely in con- 
trol of the 191-cm test length. $679 



l/»g turns 
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Longtums 
Shorttums 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VeisotilitT 



SKI TYPt: high-speed all-mtii. carver 
TIP/WMST/TUL (MM]: 93/62/81 

ma Fw all-mtii. master, gate basher, carvemeister 



Mountain Viper Cut 9.9 Dualtec 

This is a ski for accomplished skiers who want it all— big-him carving, great grip, power- 
ful rebound, versatility. It garnered a multitude of accolades: "Rode like a Caddy han- 
dled like a Porsche.' "So solid underfoot." "Goes into a turn like a hot knife into butter." 
"Fun, beefy, versatile carver, Surpisingly nimble in bumps," "Fun meter at max." Its 
preference is for groomed snow; it will porpoise through bumps but won't ski them 
in bora-bam zippetline style. It will squawk (in French) if you insist on going 
stiaight but pun contentedly il you keep it on edge, carving benches. Stay cen- 
tered— 'if you sit back, it's hard to get out of the tim," one tester said. $679 



Longtums 
Short hrns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VeisadUtr 




SKI TYPi: high-speed all-mtii. carver 
Tv/wun/TMi (mm]: 99/62/89 
BEST FOK carvemeister, all-mtii. master, all-mbi. apprentice 



Energy C ut 9.9/9.9 L Dualtec 



Longtums 
stability 
Short hims 
Racecourse 
VasatilitT 



"Comfortable carved turns ore a no-brcdner" on tiiis model, according to Rossignol, and 
that's basically what our testers sakl, too. It doesn't have the power or precision of the 
Uin. 'Viper 9.9, though it has approximately the same sidecut. What it has is easy- 
going perionnance. "A steady, versatile carver, light and well balanced," one tester 
said. "A good ski for the person who wants more perfonnance-but not too much 
performance.' According to another tester, it's so forgiving \M it "won't let you get 

^ out of line.' The sidecut gives it a big-tuming, GS feel, but the flex aDows it to "ride 

the waves of the bumps with ease." Just don't ski faster tiion sound. $539 

— ■ * Long tums 

Shorttums 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VerscJiUty 



rfi**^ sn TYPt: ouisLng all-mtn. carver 
TiP/wiusT/TMi (MM]: 99/62/87.5 

BT HK smooth mover, all-ratii. apprentice, carvemeister 
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Energy Cut 10.1/10.1L Dualtec 

This model is foi the skiei who has "no illusions of grandeur' and "looks 
forward to lunch,' according to Rossignol. Our testers found it to be a 
ski that gives confidence. The sidecut is new this year— a little wider in 
the tip and tail than the Cut 9.9 skis for more help in starting the turn. It's 
not very lively, but for the intended skier that's good. It's specialty is mak- 
ing medium turns at moderate speeds on groomed slopes, In bumps, you 
don't hove to be precise, powerful, or particularly skied, because the ski 
seems to know what route to take. $479 



Equipe AXE 

If you like racing speeds coupled with super-sidecut turning ease, this beefed-up ver- 
sion of the Axendo 9 (not tested) may be just the ticket. Compared with the Equipe 
IS, which needs to be skied aggressively to appreciate its power, this one links C- 
j, shaped turns merely by tilting it on edge and applying pressure to the front of the 
^ ski. It's also extraordinarily versatile for a race ski: "Long-radius smooth and shot- 
radius snappy." But it still requires a skilled pilot. "It's a light, quick, demanding 
carver,' said one tester. "Needs forward pressure to initiate the turn. Smallish 
sweet spot, so you need to stand on it just right." $635 



Laogtums a 

Shorltums 5 

Foglvenea 6 

Moguls 6 

Veisatilily 7 



SO rm: cruising all-mtn. carver 
TO/wMsr/TM (wi]: 101/62/91 

Kn fm: smooth mover, fmstiated intermediate, hopeful burr^)ster 



Cut Super 10,4/1 0.4L 

This ski has the deepest sidecut of any ski in the Rossignol line and 
may well be the company's best value as well. It's intended for the 
"intermediate who wants to go to the next level" and 'feel the confi- 
dence that comes with a carved turn." It will certainly provide that. But 
for those who already know how to lock the ski on edge and lide the rails, 
it's a sparky carver that can lay down serious trenches and catapult you 
from one turn to the next. 'A tumy, playful ski that loves smooth tenain,' said 
one tester. $439 



loog turns 
Slrat turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
VenatilitY 



in iyr: cniising all-mtn. carver 
w/wimAu (HHl: 104/62/94 

■n Hw: Smooth mover, carvemeister, fnistrated intennediate 



Cut 10.4/10.4L. 

This ski has a nice blend of characteristics for the learning skier— you 
can carve it or twist it, and it still feels comfortable,' said one tester. 
"Very little effort required to do whatever you wanted,' said another. It 
also drew praise from some testers for its forgiveness in moguls. The tip 
and tail on this ski ore the same width as the Cut Super 10.4, but the 
waist is half a centimeter wider. That means a wider platfonn for the 
beginning or intermediate skier to balance on but plenty of vridth at the 
ends to help with tum initicrtion and completion. $379 




SKI TYPt: supershaped GS race carver 
Tv/wun/TMi (MMl: 99/64/89 
■ST nK carvemeister, gate basher, all-mtn. mcsta 



Axendo Serie* 



Salomon calls this one its "vector product' in the Axendo carving group, a ski vrith all 
the bells and whistles, including the company's twin Prolink damping pistons, which 
are designed to smooth out the ride. One tester called it "an all-mountain ski for 
hauling ass," "This ski has a big platfonn that's easy to balance on ... a Mercedes 
ride." 'Leaves trenches like the snowboarders do." testers said. Short turns were 
'damped but not a stniggle'; even the rebound energy felt smooth and deluxe. 

"An all-mountain ski for wrestling alligators.' $710 



Long turns 
Short turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
Versatility 



SO vm: breakthrough to carve 
TvAuBT/iui (mm]: 104/67/94 

■n FK frustrated intamediate, beginner, contented intemiediate 



Equipe Serle» IS . 

'Absolutely kicked butt in the gates,' sdd one tester about this latest 
incarnation of the Equipe IS. This version has a wider tip than last 
year's model, and thus a deeper sidecut. "It wants to go fast, but that's 
no problem, because it's so smooth and solid at speed.' Our strongest 
male tester called it 'a fun, easy-handling ski mlh major-league perfor- 
mance. No 'big-man stomping' was necessary to start the carve, A great 
ski for serious racers.' It prefers big turns to small ones and only tolerates 
moguls. If you aave speed, hop on this die. $725 



ai iTFE high-speed all-mtn. carver 
Twimmhu. (mm): 99/64/89 
Ksi rau all-mtn. naaster. carvemeister. mogul animal 



Super Force Series 2S 

one for very aggressive skiers who tend toward 'full-on ripping in semidonger- 
tenain' using a more conventional shape and length. Our meanest, strongest 
testers relished the power and precision in this model. 'Feels big; feels long: very 
[able: vncked edge grip. A real bmiser.' Our lights, less aggressive skiers felt it 
was a cardio and strength workout wrapped into one, espedally when they 
were making short turns. All noted that you need to stay forward on this ski to 
moke it work. "No backseat driving on this one. or youH find yourself astride a 
nrnawoy.' In a nutshell: "a seriously powerful ski." $695 



Long turns 
Sbort turns 
Forgiveness 
Moguls 
Versatility 



sn TWE high-speed all-mtn. carver 
np/wun/Tiu (MMl: 94/63/80 
■n HK cdl-mln. master, gate bashei 



X-Mountain 



If you're looking to go exploring off the groomed slopes but don't want to sheD out for 
a special pair of powder skis, this low-fat may be the ski you need for both off-piste 
arid corduroy. Available in three lengths (medium. 174 cm large, 185; and extra 
large, 196), its moderately wide wcdst floats in powder and bulldozes through cmd, 
"Very tnistworthy off-piste and in the trees,' one tester said. Because of its conven- 
tional shape, it n^ fonvord pressure to engage the tip to start the tum. 'You 
can take this baby anywhere with confidence, including burrp.' $655 



sn TfK conventional GS race machine 

np/wxmAu (mm]: 94/63/80 

Kn fm: gate basher, all-mtn, master 



Long turns 
StoUlilr 
Shot turns 
Racscoune 
Versattllty 



10 
iO 
4 
i 
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Fa a detailed report CO this 
model, see High Test at Tohoe* 
In oui September 1997 issue. 



^aik-- at iiffE low-fat 

vrlmmhu. (mm): 100/75/89 
m fm: all-mtn. apprentice, all-mtn. master, hopeful bumpster 
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TOP GS RACERS 
for race performance and grip 

Fischer RC4 RS World Cup w/Equalizer 
K2 Merlin V 
Volkl P30 RS Super 
Salomon Equipe AXE 
Atomic Beta Race 9.28 
Kostle Speedmachine GS World Cup 
Atomic ARC 24 
Rossignol 9X Cut 9.3 
Volkl P30 Race Carver 
Salomon Equipe Series IS 

TOP HIGH-SPEED 
ALL-MTN. CARVERS 
for long turns 
and stability 

Volant T-Zone 
ElanPSXTSI 
Volant SuperKorve I 
Rossignol Mtn. Viper Cut 9.9 
K2Four 

Rossignol Mtn. Viper X Cut 9.3 
K2 Merlin IV/Power 
V61kl Carver Ulba 
Head Cyber 24X 
V61kl Carver Plus 

TOP LOW-FATS 
for forgiveness 

Volant PowerKarve/L 
Olin Selkirk 
K2 Xplorer 

TOP CRUISING 
ALL-MTN. CARVERS 
for versatility 

Volant SuperKarve S/L 
Salomon Axendo 8/8 Lite 
Atomic Beta CorvX 9.18 
ElanPSXTC 

Volkl Carver Zest/Zest TC 
Olin Super Shape DTSL/DTV 
Dynostar Max One 
Volant Z-Zone/L-Zone 
Rossignol Energy 9.9/9.9 L 
Rossignol Cut Super 10.4/10.4 L 

TOP BREAKTHROUGH TO 
CARVE SKIS 

for long turns and stability 

Solomon Axendo 7 
Hart Contour EXC/EXL 
Dynastar Max 3/Anthea 
Rossignol Cut 10.4 
Fischer Revolution Ice Breaker 
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Axendo 8/8 Lite 

The male testers partiailaily liked this one, even those nomially inter- 
ested only in big-stick perioimanoe. "Does it all, and makes it easy. 
Short or long turns, bumps or groomed. A ski for a huge range of skiers. 
Inaedible edge grip,' testers said. "A sweet, versatile ripper. You can go 
slow, fast, or medium. Keep this ski in the fall line, and you won't need to 
buy that trampoline. What rebound!' The women found their version, the 
female-specific Axendo 8 Lite, to be a bit more work and better suited to 
long, smooth turns than quick rebounds. $515 




sn TYiE cmising all-mtn. carver 
iipA»iusT/T«a (mmI: 99/64/89 

Kn FOK carvemeister, smooth mover, all-mtn. opprentKe 



Longtuim ^ 


9 


Short hum 


8 


Forgiveness • 


3 


MooiUs 5 


7 


VeisatflitY 7 8 



Axendo 7 

This one's intended for the skier looking for value and "the first thrill 
of carving." It's enjoyable at slower speeds, but its exceptional edge 
grip gives it stability at higher speeds as well. It's no wimp, either. For 
the relaxed skier who likes to turn the dial up every so often, there's 
some hidden muscle here. It has the same sidecut as the other Axendos, 
but the tip doesn't pull you into the tum as aggressively as the higher- 
priced versions. That gives it a more conventional feel. As one tester wrote: 
"Lends itself to traditional steering and edge change.' $465 





Longtuins 

Shorltums 8 7 

Foiglvaiess 6 i 

Moguls 7 7 

atiTTPi: breakthrough to carve ' ' 
to/w«ist/t»ii [mm): 99/64/89 

BEST fm: smooth mover, fnistroted intermediate, all-mtn. apprentice 



SuperKarve I 

TTiis ski is "a huge, beefy stick' that's very stable at high speed and versatile enough 
to rip anywhere on the mountain. It's moneuveroble in bumps, uniazed by ice, 
a steamroller in cmd and powder. "Lay it on edge and leave pencil-thin arcs in 
the snow,' testers said. "Run a downhill and ski the bumps in the same day.' But 
there's no such thing as a free lunch. This ski requires lots of strength, and it's 
not really forgiving in any area. With its shapely shape-4t's much wider at the 
tip and tail than the T-Zone— fall-line turns especially are work. $575 



Longtunu 
Short turns 
Foroiveness t 
Moguls 7 
VecatUtr 8 



lit 



sn iyh: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
Tw/wAisi/iiui tMM]: 103/65/91 
HST FOK carvemeister, gate basher, all-mtn. master 



PowerKarye/PowerKarve L 

Carve master meets cmd buster. This one 'blasts through powder and cmd like a 
Mack truck.' And on the groomed, it carves awesome trenches with a simple roll to 
the edge. 'Yahoo! Conquer the mountain,' testers said. It has a massive sweet spot 
that instills confidence and puts you in control. Some testers noted it was slightly 
heavy feeling and takes some effort to maneuver in tight spaces. "A fairly quick 
ocean liner, but an ocean Imer nonetheless,' said one. Although this is not the 
ideal tool for the mogul animal, it's pretty adept in bumps for a low-fat. Even 
our mogul animal called it "a breeze through bumps.' $555/$495 




For a detailed report on this 
model, see High-Test at Tahoe' 
in out September 1997 Issue. 

sn iTPK low-fat 
tip/wabt/tu (mm): 106/74/97 
BtsT fob: all-mtn. apprentice, all-mtn. master, carvemeister 



X-Free 08 



Salomon calls the X-Free 08 a 'T shaped ski. The wide tip is designed 
to pull you into the tum, initiating the carve with little effort: the nanow 
tail is intended to allow an easy, skidded tum and a smooth ride 
through bumps. "Bring this one to ski school,' one tester said. "It's a good 
leaming tool.' In fact, all our testers praised this model's forgiveness. It 
complains if you ski too fast, but at moderate to low speeds it make turns 
so easily it seems like telepathy. "A little sports car,' one tester said, "for 
those who love groomed tenain and easy bumps.' $420 



Long tums 

Shorttums 7 

Forgiveness 8 

Moguls 8 

VersalilltT 6 



sn TYPf : breakthrough to onrve 
np/wiusi/TML (MMl: 98/63/83 

■sr FOE fnistrated intemnediate, hopeful bumpster, contented intermediate 




SujierKarwe^/SuperKarve L 

"Smooth as silk,' testers said. "This ski thirsts for speed." It's a powerful-feeling ride that 
gets stronger and stronger as you amp it up. "A speedster; stable as a rock.' It has 
great grip and loves the long carve. But it's still pretty comfortable and relaxed at 
slow speeds. The SuperKarve is somewhat heavy and damp feeling, but testers 
/ found it "quick and lively . . . good pop out of the turn . . . surpnsingly quick edge to 
edge.' The women send the 178 length "absorbs bumps well,' while the men 
said, "slightly cumbersome in bumps,' of the 193. $475 



Longtums 




Shcti hrnis 




Fcfgfveness 5 


6 


Moguls S 




VersatHity 3 





sn lYPt: cmising all-mtn. carver 
TIP/WAIST/TML [mm]: 103/65/91 
Kn fsr: all-mtn. apprentice, carvemeister, smooth mover 



T-Zone 



Testers called it a "Cadillac for cmising the autobahn.' A strong, stable 
arc master that would be ideal for NASTAR GS racing. "This ski rips!' At 
high speeds in bumps, though, it tends to accelerate and "spit you out,' 
testers said. The male testers raved about this ski's big-turn ability; the 
women thought it was also capable of "snappy little short tums, with accu- 
rate skier input.' A demanding ski that requires some traditional steering, 
this is "not a ride for slowpokes.' $610 



sn lYPi: high-speed all-mtn carver 
Tip/wusT/Tui [MMl: 93/64/84 
■EST FOK carvemeister, gate basher, all-mtn. master 



Longtums 






Short turns 






Forgiveness 




5 


Moguls 


7 


6 i 


Vencdtttty 


8, . 


. .7 _ 




Z-Zone/t-Zone 



This is a ski that makes "buttery tums at slow to medium speeds.' It's smooth, 
solid, dependable, and easy to balance on. It's not overly energetic, which 
means it won't tire you out, but it s plenty grippy on hardpack: "feels like swords 
slicing into the snow.' At Mach speeds, titers said it's "not hugely stable.' 
The women called the 178 "a ton of fun in bumps,' while the men thought the 
193 was "jumpy in bumps; less than forgiving.' In either length, this ski, with 
its more conventional shape, requires some steering to get it into a tum. It's 
best suited to aggressive intennediates. $420 





■ sn type: cruising all-mhi. carver 

tip/wjust/tui [mmI: 93/64/84 
■EST fm: smooth mover, contented intemiediate, hopeful bumpster 
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SHALLOW SIDECUTS, 
DEEP DISCOUNTS 




Ski shops have ohvoys had plenty of incentive to 
purge the previous season's product. By producing 
new slds every year, manuiocturers have mode 
sure of that. But this year the incentive is even 
greater. In the past, a cunent-year model might 
only hove been a diHerent color than the model it 
was purportedly making obsolete. This year, however, the obsoles- 
cence is tor real. With a huge seledicxi of new shaped skis landing at 
shops, spotting last year's stuff the ski wcdl will be easl» than 
picking Wilt The Stilf Chamberlain out of a lineup of jockeys. Just look for 
the tall, skinny ones, all the way at the end, wearing price-sloshed tags. 

We called a number of shops around the country to see how they 
planned to divest their old-model traditional skis. Most said they were 
offering these skis at significant discounts. Because of the spotty invento- 



ry, however, you may have to do some detective work to find a particular 
ski. Many shops also said they'd be willing to negotiate the discounted 
prices. So if you're a traditionalist, or just fmgal, plant yourself next to the 
tall skis and tell a salesperson you're ready to wheel and deal. 

Here is a listing of some Editors' Choice traditional-shaped skis from 
the past couple of seasons, along with a description and the range of 
discounts shops are offering. Keep in mind that though these skis are 
less voluptuous than their replacements, they were the pinnacle of ski 
technology just a season or two ago. If they managed to knock the socks 
off our professional testers then, youH probably lose some of your 
wardrobe even now, The skis listed below include some, like the Rossi 7SK, 
that already have attained legendary status in their short lifetimes. With 
many of these skis selling fcff hall price or less, you have no excuse to keep 
skiing on those Olin Mark IVs. — michaq. miracle 



Coupe G9s 

Emaciated by today's stan- 
dards, last year's testers 
nonetheless called the G9 
one of the most versatile 
race skis ever built, but just 
racy enough to steer clear of 
the bumps. 

1996: $625 
Today: $312-S468 

Coupe S9t 

This fall-liner, skinny looks 
and all, was exalted by tes- 
ters for its muscular preci- 
sion making lightning-quick 
turns. 

1996: $625 
Today: $312-$399 

Coupe X9! 

Testers considered this ski 
to be a keeper for all-around 
skiing: stable at speed, but 
quick on the groomed and in 
the bumps. 

1996: $595 
Today: $399-$447 

R 123 

Strong and stable at speed, 
as its wiry appearance might 
suggest, testers said this GS 
race ski could cruise the 
whole mountain as well as 
the racecourse. 

1996: $660 
Today: $330-$400 



- 9500 ISl 

Testers stated that this 
ectomorph not only excelled 
at making short turns all 
over the mountain, but was 
also friendly at a variety of 
turn shapes for various 
ability levels. 

1995: $599 
Today: $329-$399 

< Super DTSLi 

Testers called this ski an 
easy turner for just about 
anybody. Olin, apparently 
tired of the ski being con- 
fused with Kate Moss, re- 
placed it with a more shape- 
ly version. 

1995; $500 
Today: $199-$250 

- $E ^ 9S Dualtec: 

The only ski to receive three 
10's in last year's test, this 
is yet another in the long list 
of superb slalom skis from 
Rossi. But be warned — this 
ski takes work. 

1996: $689 

Today: $399-3599 

a 7SK: 

In our "95 test, this slalom ski 
was compared to classics like 
Coke and the Grateful Dead. 
Coincidentally, it's gone the 
way of the latter. But like the 
bootlegs, it still jams. 

1995: $585 
Today: $290-$350 



rt*--:, EX'Sl 

This ski was the only one 
ranked first in its category 
(GS race) by both the women 
and the men in the '95 test. 
Shaped skis still sent it the 
way of the Edsel. 

1995: $650 
Today: $269-$499 

Prolink 
Equipe IS: 

A back-to-back Editors' Choice 
winner, this GS-race ski may 
look like a fence post among 
the hourglasses, but it'll still 
ski as fast and fearless as a 
fighter jet. 

1996: $725 
Today: $499-$650 

Super Force 

9.1 2S3 

Our mortal testers found 
Salomon's lightweight "ex- 
treme" ski to be quite versa- 
tile. Skilled bump skiers who 
also attack the rest of the 
mountain would be well 
served by this ski. 

1995: $595 
Today: $299-$350 

• < Thunderbolt: 

A value ski last year, the 
Thunderbolt may now be had 
atdeal-of-the-century prices. 
Good for aspiring bumpers, it 
has the trademark supple- 
ness of most Volants. 

1996: $400 
Today: $199 



ZmaxG: 

The ZmaxG is just a little 
bit of sidecut shy of a 
shaped ski. Consequently. It 
almost behaves like one: 
Roll it on edge to make a 
long, round turn at speeds 
faster than fast. 

1996: $620 
Today: $249 

P20 RS Super: 

Skiers on this rocket have a 
tendency to lose their lift 
tickets: it's a racer in the 
truest sense. Like shaped 
skis, it can make a round 
turn, but a long one — after 
two or three of these turns, 
skiers will find themselves 
back at the lift. 

1996: $735 
Today: $367 

P20 SLi 

Calling this ski as thin as a 
rail may be an exaggeration; 
calling It nearly as stiff as 
one probably isn't. It's at 
home on the Iciest slalom 
racecourses. 

1996: $690 
Today: $345 
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P30 RS Super . 

Here's a sio that s made to go tost. Really fast. It doesn't come alive 
until the wind is loanng in your ears, testers said, but with speed 
it has "great rebound and holds like a razorblade on hard snow.' In 
retum for this awesome high-speed power and racecourse precision, 
it makes some demands of the rider. "You better be in good shape to ski 
this one needs on aggressive forward stance to control it,' testers said. 
Tou hove to concentrate to tame the energy in this ski.' "Does not like 
to be skidded. Only wants to carve.' $735 



m vm: conventional GS race machine 
w/wtBT/TUi (MMl: 92/63/82 
' ua HK gate basher, oU-mtn. master 





Still to 
on sMlMftonls 
and hyporcai 

WhGrt you see in this gear guide is not 
the end of oui sld coverage for the year, 
Not by a long shot. In the December 
issue, well have d full report on the latest 
and greatest hypercarvers. These are short 
(140-180 cm) carving toys for adults and include the hypercarve 
models reviewed in this gear guide as well as a whole slew o< 
others. They come equipped with stiltlike lifters to prevent boot-out 
when the sld is tipped at a very high edge angle, and theyte 
designed to be skied on groomed slopes without poles by arc- 
'em-or-pork-'em enthusiasts. To test these skis, we gathered 
some experienced groomed-snow surgeons for a day of slicing 
Vail's soft underbelly. Watch for reports on skis like the 14&cm 
Atomic Carvmachine, with its snowboardlike nine-meter sidecut 
radius; the Dynostor Razor, a combination springboard and Ginsu 
knife; and the Elan Dark Side M, billed as a ski that's "not for your 
mother.' Well package the reports with an instnictional story 
by freecarve maestro Geoff Bmce, v^o will show you how to use 
these super-sidecut carving tools to make tracks as artful as the 
strcdces of a Japanese calligrapher. 

The January issue will cover the growing mania over terrdn 
parks and the new microskis, officially called skiboards by 
the association of manufacturers that makes them. You'll read 
cd>out new models like the Salomon Snow Blade and Dynastar 
Twin; new versions of the venerable Kneissl Big Foot; and tiny skis 
from new companies like Klimaz, Line, and Canon. This will be 
a low-tech, high-hm story, with an emphasis on how to use these 
sliding tools to jump, spin, carve, or just go places on the mountain 
you've never gone before, such as really tight trees. Our test master 
ics this story is fomier pro mogulist Bill Kerlg, who aKrays has a 
trick or two up his sleeve.— b.g. 



P30 Bace Carver 

This sM has the same sidecut as Volkl's Carver Ultra, but a oonstmction intended for 
higher speeds. Our testers found it easy to carve but not as powerful a race machine 
as the P30 RS Super. The lighter testers loved it. "Holy moly, this monkey really 
carves,' raved one. "Just tip it up and go. Carves a variety of turn shapes without 
much effort.' The heavies complained that it felt too light for high-speed racing. 
"Not quite enough meat in this sandwich. Chatters on the really icy spots.' A 
good choice for masters racers or those who just like to ouise. $735 



6« 



s» tyh: supershaped GS race carver 
Tip/wun/TAiL [iiMl: 98/63/36 
■n Hm: all-mtn. master, gate basher, carvemeista 




Canrer Ultra 



This model has a narrower waist than the Carver Plus (reviewed below) but similar 
tip and tail widths. That means a deeper sidecut, which translates into tighter 
carved turns. It also has an all-fiberglass constmction {no metal sheets as with 
most other Volkl models), which is intended to ratchet up its liveliness. Our light- 
weight testers loved it: "Positive grip, easy to get into the turn, and very lively. This 
baby's quick, responsive, and fun.' "An all-around fun ski to ski anywhere.' Oui 
heavier people didn't find the stability they were looking for. A fall-line carva 

that also makes big turns. $625 




iime 7 

Unguis 6 
VtqaUUt} 8 7 



sxi tyk: high-speed all-mountain carver 
tip/wwtAul (mm].- 98/63/86 
■n Fw oll-mtn. master, carvemeister, gate basher 



Carver Plus 

This is VolkTs most versatile high-performance carver. The moderately wide 65-mm 
waist makes it feel stable and easy-going without diminishing its grip or quickness. 
Our women testers loved the 184 in all conditions, including bumps. "Really 
smooth, buttery turns. Stable in cmd, holds on ice, makes great carves. Nice and 
steady at medium to high speeds,' testers said. The 191 drew mixed reviev/s from 
ttie men, with comments ranging from enthusiastic to lukewarai ("not excit- 
ing—tip doesn't draw you into the turn quick enough"). On overage it proved 
to be a ski with a nice balance of features for a wide range of skiers. $575 





V«oatIlttr 



w TYPt: high-speed all-mtn. carver 
TV/wusr/rtii (mm): 98/65/87 
Bi nc all-mtn. mastei, caivemeistet, mogul animal 



Snew Baimer 



The Snow Ranger was the original low-fat ski, designed to combine deep-snow 
Dotation with gioomed-snow perfomiance. "A surfboard, a power floater, a 
soft-snow ripper," testers called it after a day of playing in new snow at 
Keystone. Extremely stable, it pleased our stronger, laige-frame testers with 
both its cmd-blasting power and its smoothness in moguls. Our lighter- 
weight testers Eed it as a personal flotation device in freshies, but found 

it a bit of work elsewhere. $645 
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w TWE low-fat 
TW/WABT/TML (mm]: 105/79/98 
BEST Fwu all-mtn. master, all-mtn. apprentice 
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TOP HIGH-SPEED ALL-MTN. 
CARVERS 

for short turns and rebound 

Hart Javelin SC 
Dynostoi ATV/ATL 
Kneissl Ergo 

Fischer Revolution Ice Scream 
Dynastor Max Zero 
K2Four 
Olin Apex NT 
Olin Radius K/Radius V 
Rossignol Mtn. Viper Cut 9.9 
Salomon Axendo Series 



TOP HYPERCARVERS 
for long turns 
and stability 

□an sex RP 
Head Cyber Space 

TOP CRUISING 
ALL-MTN CARVERS 
for long turns 
and stability 

Volant SuperKarve S/L 
Atomic Beta CarvX 9.18 
HanPSXTC 

Volkl Carver Zest/Zest TC 
Salomon Axendo 8/8 Lite 
Rossignol Energy Cut 

10.1/10.1 L 
Head Cyber 22X 
K2 Merlinin/FUght 
Dynastar Max One 
Rossignol Energy Cut 9.9/9.9 L 

TOP CRUISING 
ALL-MTN CARVERS 

for moguls 

Volant Z-Zone/L-Zone 
Dynastar Max One 
Rossignol Cut Super 10.4/10.4 L 
Atomic Beta CarvX 9.18 
Volant SuperKarve S/L 
Dynastar Max 2 
ElanPSXTC 

Olin Super Shape DTSL/DTV 
V61kl Carver AMC 
Olin Kinetic/Kinetic V 



TOP BREAKTHROUGH 
TO CARVE SKIS 
for forgiveness 

Hart Contour EXC/EXL 
Olin Catalyst 
Head Cyber 18X 
Atomic Mega CarvX 3.20 
Salomon X-Free 08 
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Carver AMC 



This ski has the sidecut Volkl used on last year's Presto. It's basically 
wide throughout, with less sidecut than the other Carvers. It requires 
traditional steer-tocm-edge technique to initiate the turn, but it's an 
amazingly relaxing and comfortable ski that makes skiing aud and 
powder a breeze. "A velvet ride-it Just seems to float over the snow,' 
said one ol our male testers. Just don't expect it to catapult you into 
the next turn— it's much too sedate for that. As one tester said, "A ski 
for a leisurely pace.' $445 



m lYPt: cruising all-mtn. carver 
np/w«BT/TJUi (MMl: 98/72/87 

EST FOK smooth mover, all-mtn. apprentice, hopeful bumpster, mogul animal 




Carver Zest/lest TC 

Volkl targets this one as a "transitbn-tocarving ski' that you won't quickly outgrow. It 
has an unusual shape for this type of ski— the tip is nanower than the other Carver skis 
and the tall is almost the same viridth (similar to the shape of Fischer's Revolution skis). 
The ski is extremely quick, particularly going into the turn, our testers said. "Comes 
around lightnmg-qulck, but is also fun for riding long arcs,' said one tester. 'Nimble 
and quick edge-to«lge-a very active little ski,' sctid another. It's important to 
stand centered on this ski. If you sit back and ride the tail, the ski becomes the 
pilot. But if you have a solid stance, this is a fun and versatile sM. $400 




Icxig turns 

Shortluna 6 9 
Fogivsnass 5 5 
Uogub 6 5 

VmMii^ ^ 7._ . 8_ jj^jjgjjjg Qii.mtn. carver 

np/wMsi/iiui liMiil: 93/63/94 
■XT FOK smooth mover, laistrated interaiediate, all-mtn. apprentice 
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TIMELY TUNES 
FOR SHAPELY SKIS 



Whether you are 
carving turns for 
the first time or already 
^^^^^^^ _ laying down fat arcs, your 
■ ^^^r^^K ^ ^ perionn their 

^ ^ best if they have been properly tuned. 

^ With the new shaped skis, the pre- 

dictability, edge grip, and smooth tum 
transition that a good tune provides has never been more 
important. So, periodically checking your skis and having them serviced 
is more than a good idea, it's a must. 

Be prepared to answer a few questions from the technician when you 
drop your skis off for a tune-up. Good shops will inquire where and how 
you ski— and theyll tune your skis accordingly. If you don't get grilled, 
anticipate a generic tune, which is certainly better than no tune at all but 
doesnl approach the quality of a custom tune. (Use the chart oi this page 



to suggest your appropriate custom-edge angles.) 

A stoneground finish and a final wax to assure a smooth base are espe- 
cially important with the wider tips and tails of today's shaped skis— when 
the bases get rough and devoid of wax, shaped skis feel even more slug- 
gish than conventional skis. A well-maintained base allows the skis to slide 
easily over the snow, and the wax will help extend the life of their bases. 

Here are some maintenance tips that you can-and should— easily do 
yourself: Apply a wipe-on wax and use a pocket stcHie to smooth and debun 
the metal edges to assure a consistent feel every time you hit the stopes. It 
will also make a shop tune last bnger. If you're unsure how to do this, ask 
your kxxd shop technicians for a demo when you buy a stone cs vrax. They 
should be happy to do this for you, because your occasional touch-up work 
will moke their job easier when if s time fa a professional tune. 

Depending on snow conditions, a tune-up will generally kst between 
five and 10 days of skiing. But youH ski the wax off after only one or two 
days, so keep the wipe^m wax handy.— jm DQNES 



Shaped skis, at every 
ability level, are intended 
to be put on edge, So, 
whether you're just learn- 
ing to carve or are already 
entrenched in the world 
of hyperoarving, your skis 
will only feel and perionn 
their best ii they are tuned 
correctly. 

Here are some bevel- 
ing recommendations for 
shaped skis oi various 
types and skiers ol various 
abilities. 
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seft anew 


conventional race machine 


87' 


88° 


89* 


supershaped race carver 


87° 


88° 


89° 


high-speed all-mtn. carver 


87° 


88° 


89* 


hypercarver 


87° 


88° 


89* 


low-fat 


88° 


89° 


89° 


cruising all-mtn. carver 


88° 


89° 


89* 


breakthrough to carve 


88° 


89° 


89° 



BASE EDGE 



conventional race machine 


advanced 

0.5-1.0° 


1.0° 


supershaped race carver 


0-0.5° 


1.0° 


high-speed all-mtn. carver 


0-0.5" 


1.0° 


1 hypercarver 


0-0.5° 


1.0° 


i low-fat 


1.0° 


1.0° 


t cruising all-mtn. carver 


0.5° 


1.0° 


1 breakthrough to carve 


0.5* 


1.0° 



I 1.0-2.0 
I 1.0° 
11.0* 
' 1.0* 
i 1.0* 

! 1.0* 

I 1.0* 



• Ll EQUIPMENT PHOTOS! BROOKS FREEHILL 



Cold hands can be terminal to your buzz. 



So, if you want more time on the slopes, 



I check out our Hotfingers' gloves with 



new ComforTemp,' a revolutionary 



microencapsulated phase change material. 



It's a Hotfingers exclusive. 



Blah, blah, blah. All this corporate babble 



means is that your hands stay warmer, 



longer than any glove you've ever owned. 



Now you'll have more time to work on 



your form, and less time thawing it out. 



I 




ComforTemp is a registered trademark ot Frisby Technologies. 




UNDERSTANDING SKI-SPEAK 
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Absorption n. The ability of a 
ski to bend smoothly as it 
contacts a mogul, allowing 
you to maintain good bal- 
ance. .\ ski with poor absorp- 
tion throws you back on your 
heels when you hit a bump. 

Acceleration n. The sensa- 
tion that a ski speeds up out 
of the old turn and into the 
new one. Lsually occurs 
when a ski is skied with 
skilled technique. Syn.: iet- 
power. 

Agile adj. Easy to maneuver 
and doesn't resist efforts to 
make quick changes in 
direction. Syn.: nimble. Ant.: 
sluggish. 

Beefy adj. Hefty feeling. May 
feel hea\y and sluggish at 
slow speeds, but often 
becomes livelier with speed. 
Unfazed by chunks of snow or 
death cookies. .Ant.: noodly. 

Chatter n. Intermittent edge 
grip on hard snow or ice 
(the edge holds, releases, 
holds, releases). Gives the 
sensation of the ski skittering 
sideways across the surface. 

Conventional n. See tradi- 
tional. 

Crisp adj. Feels clean, 
quick, responsive. A ski w ith 
crisp performance is like 
a lightly sprung sports car. 
a machine that responds 
instantly — and with verve — 
to your every command and 
inclination. Syn.: precise. 

Cruiser n. A ski with lots 
of stability at high speeds 
that has a preference for 
making big turns instead of 
small ones. 

Damp adj. Absorbs vibra- 
tions well. Feels calm. 



smooth, and comfortable at 
high speeds or on hard, 
rough snow. AM.: ner\ous. 
squirrelly. 

Energetic adj. Returns the 
energy you put into it. much 
like a spring. Syn.: lively, 
snappy, responsive. Ant.: 
damp. 

Forgiving adj. Allow s a skier 
to make many technique 
mistakes without penally. 
Standing with your weight 
loo far back on a forgiving 
ski probably won't adversely 
affecl your ability to balance 
and control it. Syn.: toler- 
ant. 

Heavy adj. Slow to turn. 
May also be high in weighl. 
but not necessarily. 
Sometimes skis that are 
overly damp feel heavy, 
even when they are not. 

Hypercarver n. A ski w ith an 

extremely e.xaggerated side- 
cut, usually between 140 and 
160 centimeters, always 
used with lifters, and usually 
without poles. Syn.: Free- 
carver. 

Light adj. Feels quick in 
turns or feels as if it doesn't 
weigh much. This is desir- 
able in situations where 
quick turning is needed, but 
not necessarily where sta- 
bility is required. 

Lively adj. See energetic. 

Low-fat n. A cross between a 
fat ski and a super-sidecut. 
Has an hourglass shape to 
allow carving but is wider 
overall to provide flotation 
in powder and crud. 

Muscular adj. Has an infi- 
nite supply of power. When 
you push on it. it pushes 



back. Combines energy and 
beefiness. acceleration and 
stability at speed. A muscu- 
lar ski tends to demand good 
technique. Syn.: powerful. 

Nervous adj. Exhibits e.xces- 
sive vibration and instability. 
Ant.: solid. 

Nimble adj. See agile. 

Noodly adj. Marked by 
excessive instability. Like a 
wet noodle. Not powerful. 
Ant.: beefy. 

Platiorm n. The feeling of 
stability underfoot. A ski 
with a solid platform grips 
and holds its line even when 
pushed hard by aggressive 
or hea\> skiers. 

Pop n. See rebound. 

Powerful adj. See muscular. 

Precise adj. See crisp. 

Pull r. To draw the skier 
easily into and through the 
turn. Refers to the sensation 
that the tip of the ski wants 
to turn, reducing the need 
for active steering. 

Race machine n. A ski that's 
particularly good for racing. 

Radius n. The size of a turn 
(turn radius) or the shape of 
the cuned sidecut of a ski 
(sidecul radius). Big turns 
have a large radius; small 
turns, a small radius. 

Rebound n. The feeling that 
the ski catapults you out of 
one turn and into the next. 
Rebound results when you 
bend the ski in a carved 
turn. Only skiers who can 
carve an arc will feel 
rebound. Syn.: pop. 

Responsive adj. See ener- 
getic. 



Roll I . To tip the ski on edge 
to turn. A gentle way to start 
a turn, requiring little effort. 

Silky adj. Glides over the 
snow with smoothness. A 
silky ski often exhibits 
excellent absorption of 
bumps. Syn.: velvety. 

Smooth adj. Feels like a 
Cadillac ride. 

Snappy adj. See energetic. 

Stable adj. Feels solid and 
unwavering underfoot, and 
doesn't vibrate at high 
speeds. A stable ski usually 
inspires the confidence to 
ski fast. Ant.: nervous, nood- 
ly. squirrelly. 

Super-sidecut n. A ski w ith an 

hourglass shape, wide at the 
tip and tail compared with 
the waist. Super-sidecut skis 
have a shorter turning radius 
than traditional skis and are 
easier to turn. .\nt.: tradi- 
tional, conventional. 

Supple adj. Hugs the snow, 
yet is still maneuverable. 

Sweet spot n. The optimum 
balance point on the ski that 
results in optimum turning. 
Skis with small sweet spots 
are less forgiving, because 
you have to stand in just the 
right spot all the time. Skis 
with big sweet spots allow 
you to stand wherever — 
fore or aft — and they still 
deliver good performance. 

Traditional adj Describes 
skis with shapes typical 
of all skis of the past 
50 years or so. and the 
technique typically used to 
control those skis. Non- 
traditional skis are charac- 
terized by deeper sidecuts 
or wider waists. 




"s not for everyone, 
nis sport of skiing. It's 
cbout purism. You are the 
nrottle, steering and brakes, 
nnd while gravity will always try to 
save its way with you, Rossignol places you 
irmly in control with DUALTEC skis, Inverted Overlap" 
ooots, and the new AXitec binding technology. We put our 
jckest designers on this stuff. The good news is they're on your side. 

D orld Extreme Champion Brant Moles chooses Rossignol skis, boots and bindings 
inoto by Scott Markewitz 

vww.rossignol.com 

i find our skis, boots, bindings and poles 
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What you pay for 
^What you get. 






Plymouth Neon 



Plymouth Breeze 



Plymouth Voyager 



Wouldn't it be nice for a change to get a little more than what you pay for? Okay, a lot more? 
Then take a closer look at Plymouth. You'll find engineering innovations. Quality benchmarks. 
Rigorous safety standards. Of course, you'll also find all the fun-to-drive stuff you're looking for. 
(Hey, who else could make a car as cool as Prowler?) To find out more (or just to break the ice), 
give us a call at 1-800-PLYMOUTH or look us up on the Internet at vvww.plymouthcars.com. 



That's Plymouth. G 
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Louise "Weezie" Ford 

Vitals: 42. 5'4", 130 lbs. 

Occupation: entrepreneur; invented the Pit 

Bull Tire Lock, a variation on the police 

department's Denver boot 

Kcmetown: Santa Fc. New Mexico 

Best part oi test: the great company 

Worst part of test: the nasty bumps 



Dave Pinsky ^ 

Vitals: 56. 6"0". 190 lbs. 

Occupation: water and wastewater utility 

manager 

Hometown: Santa Rosa. California 
Best part: eating, drinking, talking, and 
breathing skis for si.x straight days 
Worst part; trying to hang on to fla|)ping 
test cards on windy chairlift rides 



Doug Hutchinson 

Vilals; 28. 5"ir'. 190 lbs. 
Occupation: I'irefighter 
Hometown: Littleton. Colorado 
Best part: free food and beer 
Worst part: the monotony of running lap 
on the same run 



Pat Yu 

Vilals: 29. 5"4". 120 lbs. 

Occupation: financial business analyst 
Hometown: Kl Cerrilo, California 
Best part: six days of skiing on new toys 
Worst part: trying to keep hands warm 
while filling out test cards on ihe chair 

Greg Staffon 

Vitals: 39. 6'3". 180 lbs. 
Occupation: dentist 

Hometown: Laguna Niguel. California 
Best part: "fulfilling my fantasy of skiing 
dozens upon dozens of skis" 
Worst part: "My meager vocabulary was 
lapped out by day Ihrec: cards got 
harder and harder to fill out." 

Lucy Garrity 

Viials: 34. \S'T. 105 lbs. 
Occupation: independoni video produce^' 
Hometown: Denver. Colorado 
Best part: rooming with Helen Olsson: find- 
ing out how different skis can be 
Worst part: the repetition of skiing the 
same run over and over 



I 



On the night the six guest testers arrived 
at Keystone, we made a round of calls to redly 
the newbies tor our tlrst i»:etest meeting. 

Louise "Weezie" Ford was midmassage and 
could talk only long enough to make a 
breakfast request: Grape-Nuts and skim 
milk. When she showed up for dinner 
dressed in a plush shearling jacket and 
furry Southwestern-style apres-ski boots, 
well, we wondered if she could ski. Maybe 
she'd lied in her essay. 

Turns out she cut her teeth on hard- 
core Eastern mountains like Whiteface 
and Stowe. raced when she was in her 
teens, and now skis regularly at Taos. In 
a nutshell, Weezie could ski. In fact, all 
six winners of our Be a Ski Tester essay 
contest turned out to be great skiers. (But 
average skiers, nonetheless. For them 
skiing is a sport, not a job.) 

Lucy Garrity, an independent video pro- 
ducer from Denver, smoked a few of our 
professional testers in the bumps and 
skied most runs top to bottom with 
Energizer Bunny intensity. Funny thing 
is, we were worried at first that, at 5 feet 
2 inches, 105 pounds, Lucy wouldn't be 
strong enough to test skis. 

Maybe it was the home-court advan- 
tage, but our other Coloradan, Doug 
Hutchinson, also gave our pros a run for 
their money. As a firefighter, his sched- 
ule allows him 30 days of slopetime a 
season, which is how you get to be an all- 
mountain master. He ripped in powder, 
jammed in bumps, carved with power on 
corduroy, and threw the occasional heli. 

Pat Yu, a financial business analyst, 
kept her skis firmly planted on the snow. 
In her essay, she had reminisced about a 
trip down Corbet's Couloir: "At the entry, 
1 battled demonic fears of falling. One 
jump turn, a solid touchdown, then the 
smooth pendulum motion of my skis 
working with gravity Pat was smooth. 
Indeed, relishing each carve on her way 
down the test route. 

Every time we'd called Greg Staifon 
before the test, he'd had his hands in 
someone's mouth. Greg was a mild-man- 
nered dentist with a semlmaniacal skiing 
streak: At one point we had to pick bark 
from his ski hat. evidently an occupa- 
tional hazard of a 6-foot-3-inch tree 
skier. Greg won a spot on the squad for 
promising to serve as "coffee gopher, 
sunblock applicator, ski valet, and end- 



of-ihe-day beer buyer." 

And then there was Dave Pinsky. A 

former Air Force pilot who was used to 
flying Mach 3 in high-altitude reconnais- 
sance planes, Dave, we figured, could 
keep up. Quite possibly our most enthusi- 
astic tester, he took to the task with the 
gusto of a starving man at an all-you-can- 
eat steakhouse. "Although I'm a working 
stiff, 1 still get in 50-plus days a year." 
he'd written. 

We chose these avid skiers from a 
field of more than a thousand Skiing read- 
ers who had sent in essays in hopes of 
joining our test crew in Keystone, 
Colorado, to rate the new boards. In part 
a reflection of our lopsided readership. 
80 percent of the entries came from men. 
And, we suspect, lured by the prospect of 
a free trip west, the lion's share of the 
entries came from the East and Midwest 

Did the half dozen we picked have the 
right stuff? They did. More so than in pre- 
vious experiences with average testers, 
these six were in surprising agreement 
with our professionals. Of the 65 skis 
they tested in five days, five of their top- 
10 skis were also ranked in the top 10 by 
our veteran testers. 

Although we created the contest In 
response to reader pleas for average, 
instead of professional, skiers, we've 
found that better skiers simply make bet- 
ter testers. Maybe it's because low-level 
skiers have an incomplete skill reper- 
toire, which makes it difficult to explore a 
ski's full potential. 

Another interesting finding was the 
guest testers' reaction to the new shaped 
skis. All had started the week as conven- 
tional-ski diehards. Dave Pinsky called 
himself "a shaped-ski snob who could ski 
just fine without them." At the end of the 
week. "1 was skiing better than I ever 
have, and my legs weren't as tired," he 
admitted. Greg thought shaped skis were 
an "industry-wide marketing scam" until 
his "skiing went up a couple of notches." 

But not everyone was so enthusiastic. 
Pat initially called the shapes "weird, gim- 
micky skis," and at week's end, "still 
weird; hated them in the bumps." And 
Doug, our strongest guest tester, had con- 
sidered them "crutches for beginners." 
After spending a week on the new side- 
cuts, he concluded. "Conventional skis are 
still the sticks of choice for me."*- 
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By Dan Egan 

Before you get 
too excited about 
the bulging new 
shapes in slds, 
tai^e a moment to 
appreciate the 
'oys of traditional 
^los and the ath- 
etes who learned 
to tame them. 

Deep in the Wasatch Range of Utah, on a powder day. Vm standing on the side of a trail, and 
through the trees I see two guys wallowing in the deep snow, with another standing by. "You 
need a pair of powder skis for this stuff," grumbles one, who seems to be looking for a lost 
ski. 'Tea/i , these old skis just don 7 stay on top of the snow," says the second guy. "You should 
have listened to me when I told you to rent the Fat Boys" gloats the third man. "These new 
skis let you plow through the snow like you're riding on a platter." 



Top: You can rip on traditional slds, says author Dan Egan, 
if you just keep your tips up. 

Above: Long, straigitt skis of yesteryear. 
Just don 't try to turn 'em, especially if they're wide jumping skis. 



It's true: Today's lechnologies 
do open up more terrain and snow 
conditions for more sl^iers. Wider 
powder skis provide a bigger 
platform to balance on. Shaped 
skis allow intermediate skiers to 
appreciate the feelings of centrifugal 
force in a turn. 

But making a sport easier can 
also make it boring. Skiing has 
always been an adventure, and 
unless you acquired the necessary 
skills, you couldn't discover its most 
sublime experiences — the solitude 
of heli-skiing, the rush of mogul ski- 



ing, the pure speed of racing. Isn't 
the point of skiing powder to sink 
down in it, to feel it brush across 
your cheeks and sneak down into 
your collar? Isn't the trick to carving 
a smooth, round turn on a groomed 
slope to be well balanced, standing 
in just the right spot on the ski as 
you accelerate off the tails and into 
the next turn? The difference 
between skiing powder on my 
favorite pair of 207-cm giant slalom 
skis and the new fat skis is the dif- 
ference between painting a picture 
with a brush instead of a roller. 
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c<3v«Api»\v\le<A by <n sou*\<AK<^cV iwK'tcK iv\diAiAes 
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Order Snowriders now and get a second video, Endless Winter, 
absolutely FREE. That's two adrenaline-pumping Warren Miller 
videos for only $29.95! 

liiVDIJiSS Wll\il:K - Free WiflA ^v\ovw/aevs puvcWe! J ' 
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Ok narrow traditiomil skb wu sink in the powder, 
says Dan, and that's good. 



Ask around at any resort who the best 
local skier is. Ninety-nine percent of the 
time that person will be described, in 
almost mythical terms, as someone who 
can ski anything on any day — trees, 
moguls, powder, ice — as well as run 
racecourses or 
jump cliffs. \n6 
most likely he or 
she does it on a 
pair of well-worn 
traditional skis. 

One of my ski 
heroes is Charlie 

Proctor, the first man to ski the Headwall 
al Tuckerman Ravine, back in 1932. In 
his book The Art of Skiinf> he says. "A 
good skier simply skis, taking everything 
in his stride and never pausing to analyze 
consciously the type of turn he must exe- 
cute." This ability to ski by instinct comes 
after years of practice. The people who 
can do it never worry atmut their choice of 
equipment. They run a recreational race in 
the morning, spend time in the bumps, then 
head to the back Imls. all on the same 
pair of skis. 

Like Tom Day. ski-film star turned 
cameraman. 1 once watched Tom drop 



into a chute with a 60-pound 
pack on his back while skiing 
on a pair of beat-up slalom 
skis. The snow was knee- 
deep, wet. heavy crud. and 
Tom. with no hesitation, left a 
perfect set of round tracks 
directly down the fall line. 

During my junior and 
collegiate racing careers, 
my coaches reinforced my 
conviction that a good skier 
should be able to handle any 
terrain, regardless of ski type 
or snow condition. "You can t 
blame your equipment for a 
bad run!" they'd say. 

In 1988. I happened to be 
in Vail on my way across the 
country and decided to enter 
my first-ever mogul contest, 
a pro event being held on the 
famous Look Ma bump run. 
During the first day of quali- 
fying, i heard several com- 
ments about my skis, a pair of 203 GS 
boards and the only pair 1 owned at the 
time. It never crossed my mind that there 
was anything wrong with my skis, nor did 
1 consider a pro event any different from 
a day of bashing the bumps with my 
friends. A ski is a ski. and a bump is a 
bump. 1 advanced past qualifying, skied 
well in the first two rounds of the finals, and 



The ifference between siding powder on my favorite 
pair of207'Cm pant Mom sids and the new fatsMsisthe ifference 
between paindng a picture with a brush instead of a roller. 



enjoyed my debut as a rookie pro mogul 
skier — all without specialty bump skis. 

But you don't have to be a pro 
to appreciate the skills that traditional 
skis demand. My friend Eric Foch is a 
city-dweller and a weekend ski warrior. 
One day he said to me. "Shaped skis have 
a bigger sweet spot, but it took me years 
to get where I am today on traditional 
skis, and I'm proud of it. Nothing beats 
the feeling of a carved turn on a normal 
pair of race skis." 

Admittedly, the new technology, 
combined with great skiing skills, paints 
a beautiful picture. But will the new skis 



make the spori so easy that nobody will 
need great athletic skills anymore? 
Adventure-writer Steve Kotler predicts 
that the skills needed to ski on traditional 
skis could be lost within 10 years. Jason 
Levinthal. owner and inventor of Line 
Skiboards. supertrendy. 87-cm. twin- 
tipped microskis. tells how he decided to 
strap on his traditional boards last winter 
for a change of pace. "It was like 1 forgot 
how to ski!" he told me. 

Without a doubt, the '90s will be 
rememliered as the snow revolution 
years: Snowboarding is a full-blown 
industry: the new shapes and sizes of skis 
have injected energy back into the sport: 
backcountry skiing is growing in popular- 
ity: snowshoes. along with Nordic skate 
skis, have become a fitness craze: and 
more new toys, like freecarve skis and 
skiboards. continue to be developed. 
Crossing over into this brave new world 
will be fun. But before making the leap, 
maybe we should call a brief time-out 
to appreciate the classic art of downhill 
skiing and pay tribute to the artists 
who can ski everything from blue ice to 
bollomless powder on a pair of conven- 
tional skis. 

It might be wise to hang onto your 
favorite pair of 203 slalom skis. Who 
know s? New technology that's been hyped 
as the savior of the sport has fizzled 
before. (If you don't believe me. just try 
finding a pair of 
"high-perfor- 
mance" rear-eniry 
boots.) So instead 
of hanging a ski- 
swap ticket on 
your old skis, take 
them out on the 
hill and savor their classic feeling. Brush up 
on the fundamentals they demand. Then, on 
that fabled powder day. you'll be dancing 
through the (X)wder. not wallowing in it. 
regardless of the skis you're wearing. * 

With his brother John. Dan Egan has appeared 
In 12 Warren Miller films, showing some pretty 
Inspired siding on some of the most spectacu- 
lar and remote mountains in the world. He is 
also executive director of New Hampshire 's Ski 
93 association of ski areas and. with his wife. 
Mlhaela Fera-Egan. the author of the recently 
published Imoks. All-Terrain Skiing and the 
Chairiift Ski Guide video. 
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snowbird 



Cameras capture visual images. But at Snowbird, all of your senses are heightened. Our combination 
of the "Greatest Snow on Earth," inspiring mountains, incredibly diverse terrain, luxurious ski-out/ski-in 
lodging, memorable dining, and a world-class spa enhance your entire experience. 

This year Snowbird offers a new high speed quad, 400 new acres of snowcat-accessible terrain, a 
NEW outdoor family pool complex, and new opportunities for vacation ownership. All just 29 miles from 
Salt Lake City International Airport. You can ski a full half-day the same day you leave home. 

Focus on your next ski vacation. Call Snowbird today. 

1.800.337.0391 



C 1997 Snowb<rd Ski ft Sumni*r Resort. 
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STOWE Bark row (left to right): Patt 

Weston "10. ')"2'. 12.") lbs. Instructor and 
trainer. Sugarbush. Vermont. Helen 
Olsson .'^1. I2M lbs. Senior editor. 
Smim.. Steve Jones IG. fi'll". 170 lbs. 
Instructor and trainer. Slowe. Middle row 
(left to ri^htl: Pam Greene 30. a'B". 135 
lbs. Skier dcvclopnienl iraininii coordinator. 
Sunday River. Maine: member. I'S1\ -Kast 
e.xaniiner training s()uad. Terry Bartaour 
36. 5'9". 17.") lbs. Traininfi supervisor. 
Slowe Training Center: member. F'SIA 
national demo team: i'SlA-Hast examiner. 
Front row (left to righU: Bill McGrath 
32. fi'O". 170 lbs. Ph.D. candidate. Burling- 
ton. \ermonl: fotir-liine Sise Cup Eastern 
masters champ. Bin Grout .~)3. 5' 10". 150 
lbs. Senior execlutive editor. Skiim;. Kristi 
McCarthy 3i). .■)'2". II.") ibs. Instructor 
and trainer. Slowe; member. PSI.VKast 
examiner training squad. 



KEYSTONE Back row (left to right): 
McNeill 33. 3" 10". 155 lbs. Former pro 
mogul ((impeiiior: current mogul-skiing 
instructor. Heather Long 26. 5*5". 135 
Ibs. Instructor and race coach. 
Breckenridge. Colorado. Eric Des- 
Lauriers 33. 5"8". 158 lbs. Technical 
director. Extreme Team .Advanced Ski 
Clinics: professional free skier. Middle row 
(left to right): Diana Rogers 29. 5'8". 
130 lbs. Manager. Bullerniiik Performance 
Center. .Aspen. Colorado. Helen Olsson 
see above. Chuck Wagner -i-1. 6 2". 178 
Ibs. Instructor and trainer. Keystone: coach 
and supervisor, \lahre Training Center. 
Jeannie Thoren 50. 5'6". 155 ibs. 
Founder. Jeannie Thoren's Ski Kciiiipineni 
Program. Duluth. Minnesota. Michael 
Miracle 2(1. (VO". 160 lbs. Associate edi- 
lor. Skiinc. Front row (left to right): 
Harald Harb 46. 5' 11". 155 Ibs. Director 
of Performance Centers. Aspen, (lolorado: 
former racer. Canadian Ski Team. BHI 
Grout see alx)ve. Michelle Fuller -10, 
57". 140 lbs. Instructor. Mahre Training 
Center: PSLA examiner: coach and trainer. 
Keystone. Colorado. Former Skiim; 100 
award vviimi-r. Chris Dropps (not pic- 
tured) 31. '>'\r. 185 Ibs. Fini'<lied lourlll 
overall. World Pro Mogul Skiing lour: coach. 
Freestyle International summer camp. Ml. 
Hood. Oregon. 



Sriing's ski tests are regarded by 
ski-industry insiders as the fairest 
and most accurate in the business. 

The methodology we use is not accidental or hap- 
hazard. It's the result o< 20 years of tweaking and 
refining test procedures that were originally 
designed for us by a skilled engineer. Most people 
doni realize— until they actually see the test in 
progress— just how soious we ore. Our pest 
testers, for example, (^en arrive with the notion 
that ifs a kind of woridng holiday. We soon set 
them straight. For us, sU testing is an exciting and 
hiMing job, with the goal of providing you with 

the most usehil information possible. 

You've probably never heard ol most of our 
testers unless vou've been tracking the 
icsi learn over the years. Sure, we'd love to 
liobnob with Tomba and watch Plake rip the 
Inimps. but we're looking for testers who 
can relate to the common skier. That's why 
we use a team of instructors and former 
racers (most of them now instructors) who 
are as skilled al expounding on the virtues 
and deficiencies of skis as they are at 
getting "ooohs" and "aaahs" from the 
chairlifls above. To lop it all off, we orga- 
nize a "Be a ski tester" contest to recruit 
six representatives from our readership 
I see "Be Our Cues!." page 160). 

We test at two sites, Bach site is ideal 
for its respective group of skis. The race 
skis are evaluated in February on the fast, 
hard steeps of Slowe. Vermont: the all- 
icrrain skis are pul lo the lest in April 
at Keystone. Colorado, where we can 
lilerally ski all terrain — packed powder, 
powder, bumps, and even some slick spots. 
We had unseasonably cold weather 
al Keystone this year, which made for opti- 
mal, midseasonlike conditions. Our test 
headquarters at Slowe is Today's Edge; 



al Keystone it's Precision Ski. The owners 
of these two shops. Doug Adams and 
Jim Deines. respectively, are master tech- 
nicians. They receive, mask. tune, and 
mount bindings. Deines also measures 
the sidecuts and weighs ihe skis for us al 
the end of the test. 

Our testers follow strict guidelines. First, they 
must lest all of the skis. This assures lhat 
our sam[)le pool is as broad as possible. 
And since the test is actually a comparison 
of each day's skis, it is essential that 
testers ski them all before they deem 
the best one. Second, each tester skis each 
ski twice: once in the morning and once 
in the afternoon, in random order. This 
takes the possibility of changing snow 
conditions into account. And though it 
sounds like too few runs in which lo judge 
a ski. it isn't. Skiing more than iwo 
runs allows testers to adapt their style lo 
the ski. which can eliminate objectivity 
(plus, there are only so many hours in 
the day). Third, testers aren't allowed lo 
talk about the skis. This helps eliminate 
second guessing. 

We eliminate as many variables as we can. 
All llie testers ski the same route down 
the mountain all day long — a route that 
includes a lillle of everything, from bumps 
to groomed to trees lo slick spols lo steep 
pitches. Skiing the same route is our "level 
playing field." and helps to ensure thai 
Ihe skis are treated fairly. We mask ihe skis 
with thin while tape to reduce any potential 
bias or preconceived notion of how a 
particular brand performs. (This also 
helps testers focus on how a ski feels rather 
than being dazzled by the graphics.) 
Finally, we mount the skis with the same 
brand and model of binding, because 
different bindings do affect the way a 
ski feels on snow. This year we used the 
Marker M 51 HPS Titanium Demo: Its toe 
piece requires no loe-heighl adjustment — 
a plus for adjustmenl ease. Marker also 
supplied two technicians each day to help 
us adjust bindings.-* 
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Carving boots. That's a phrase you're going to hear from ski-shop salespeople and read 
. in ads this year. Following the sweeping popularity of super-sidecut skis, boot makers are 
' jumping on the technology bandwagon, hoping to create some excitement in the world of ski 
? boots. ITie goal with boots, as with skis, is equipment that's easier to use, more fun to ski with, 
and faster to learn on. Less hyped but equally important, boot makers are providing off-the-shelf 
models with valuable fit options: heat-molding liners (Salomon and Rdchle), molding silicone 
liners (Sanmarco), or boots with a choice of different-shaped liners (Tecnica and Sonmarco). 

To stay ahead of the curve, we fielded our most comprehensive boot slope-test to date, 
and put this year's boots through their paces at Vdl, Colorado. We tested the different boots 
on mainstream skis (Rossignol Viper 9.9) and extreme super-sidecuts (Elan SCX). Do the new 
models work? Yes. And so do lots of boots that aren't new, To find out which ones are for you, 
read on.— cliff meader 



AWARDS 



kC TO, 



Inspires confidence 
to ski last and aank 
big ones. 




% ^ t t 

Loves rapid-tire Combines smoothness. Absorbs and turns Moves quickly and Easy to ski and Shines in all 

himing. Exceptionally stability, and quickly. Makes bump easily to the edge; tolerant of technique categories, trom 

responsive. forgiveness. skiing easier. feels stable. mistakes. bumps to stability. 
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Looks aren't 





Dodge Avenger's 
looks are, first and 
foremost, deceiving. 
While it looks like 
the quintessential 
" low-slung-style-is- 
everything sport coupe, it is, in 
fact, one of the most thoughtful 
cars in its category.' Not to 
mention the roomiest. No wonder 
Avenger tied for top honors to win 
Strategic Vision 's 1997 Total 
Quality Award™ for "Best Ownership 
Experience " in its class.- *^ 

And for all the right 
reasons. 

Avenger's double- 
wishbone suspension 
optimizes the 
delicate relationship 
between a quiet, comfortable 
ride and quick, predictable 




handling. And quietly hiding under 
that well-sloped hood is an 
available 24-valve V-6 with an 
ability to quickly turn merge 
lanes into express lanes. 

As for the folks in back, 
they 're accommodated in 
sedan-like comfort. 
Because the seats are 
elevated, everyone gets a great 
look at the road. With a dozen 
vents to help keep all of you nice 
and comfortable. 

More good news: Avenger is 
covered from one handsome end to 




the other by our Customer One 
Care™ 3 -year or 36,000-mile 
hiimper-to-bumper warranty and 
3/36 Roadside Assistance.^ 

If you 'd like an even closer 
look, call 1 -800-4- A-DODGE. 
Or see our Web site at 
i1 ' www. 4adodge. com 



'Ward's Middle Specialty Segment. All comparisons 
based on data available at time of printing. 'Avenger 
tied among Lower-Priced Sports Cars. Strategic Vision 's 
1997 Vehicle Experience Stiuty-^ surveyed 31.521 Oct.-Nov. 
new vehicle buyers of 200* models after the first 90 days of 
ownership. 'See limited warranty & restrictions at dealer. 
Excludes nomuil maintenance & wear items. 

Always use seat belts. 
Remember a backseat is the safest place for children. 



A/enger ^ The New Dodge 
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BOOTS 



CRV 12 



The CRV 12 is the lead boot in a foui-model series made up of 
what may be the roost carving-specific boots availd)le. It s a 
senes that takes a little getting used to, due to the boot s 
extremely soft flex. Sbll, the CRV 12 was clearly 
in Its element an our Elan SCX test slcis. At the 
end of the we^. our testers concluded that the 
boot's lateral support is nght on the money for the 
more extreme super-sidecut skis Commaits like 
"dream boot for groomed carving' rejiaced the uncer- 
tainty our testers felt durmg their first mns. None of our 
skiers eva got it dialed m ten moguls, though, $495 

HT AvHoge volume but a bit nanow in the forefoot and 
snug on the instep 
■n HE carvemeister, smooth mover 




Carv-X 9.10 



Our testers liked the 9. 10, a softer-flexmg CarvXtreme, for digging trenches in the 
groomed and playing in the bumps. It has a lot to offer as a breakthrough-to- 
carve boot, too One of our women testas had more fun on the Elan test skis 
with the 9. 10 than with any other boot "Good stoijility m short turns,' she 
said, "and the boot loves to lay over and carve.' "Smooth and even 
flenng, with enough lateral support to make it a precise boot for 
carvmg big causers," one of the men added. But 
it s overmatched in big or steep bumps and 
at higher 5)eeds, $399 



HT High volume throughout, 
A good one to try if you have thick, wide feet, 
■ir nc smooth move, all-mtn, appxentice, 
fmstrated intermediate 



GBV 10 



A bit less boot than the CRV 12 (cdxve). the 10 is dso a spead&y tod for 
si^jer-sidecut skis Uke the 12, the CRV 10 has a feel for the edge that our 
testers called awesome. The lateral support in a balanced 
stance is what makes the CRV boots work This 
boot, like the 12, is best when matched with 
an extreme super-sidecul ski but is easier to 
steer and more forgiving. A good boot for mov- 
ing up out of the mteimediate nit, and a delight 
for more advanced skiers carvmg up the groom $395 



HT Low to average volume: quite nanow throughout 
and low m the instep, 
■n nc smooth mover, carvemeister, 
fmstrated intemiediate 

CRV 8 

The 8 retains the silky edge feel and inpessive edge gnp that 
our testers leamed to appreciate in the 10 and 12, above, but the 
overall package is much mdlower. Our testers liked the stance 
that the boot encouraged, espeaaily for learners 
and for those intermediates content to auise. As 
on intro-t&oarvmg boot, the CRV 8 skids tums 
docilely and oan still get the ski on edge for 
carved tums. Control comes from the boot's (reta- 
tively) strong lateral support, not from traditwnal resis- 
tance in forward flex, A stateof-the<nt carvmg ski-even for begin- 
ners-is a perequisite. Without modem skis, this boot won't work, $360 

HT Average volume: quite roomy m the ankle and upper cuff yet snug 
the forefoot. Good for those with tall, wide heel bones ^ 
■n HE contented mtennediate, Sbort tums: 



fmstrated mtennediate, beginner 



Carv-X 9.1 8 

Bflled as a carvmg boot, our testers liked ttie 
traditional feel they got from the 9 18 as much 
as they did its performance with super-sidecut 
skis, "Strong and stoMe, easy steenng, good feel for the edge, and 
just toves to oarve," scud one of the mai. The wtmen were 
equcdly impessed, saymg that it cut through cmd, 
had temfic leverage over the ski, and was a ton of 
fun in bunp. The forward flex is medium stiff, but the 
boot's ovadl feel is powerful. Both msi and women 
gave this boot sli^fly hi^ scores in tong tums than m 
short cxies, but it s nevertoeless lively and qux± underfoot $529 

HT Higji vdume throughout A good me to try if you 
have thick, wide feet 
■R mt all-mtn. nxcter. carvemeister. 
hopeful bumpster 

SEE MET •■ »*SE 1 BS 




X PJ u s^ 



The X Plus 3 showed very bakmoed. rdic±)le perfonnanoe in a variety 
of conditions. It s very good generally, without domg any one thing 
spectacularly. Our testers found it plenty quick for leammg bumps, with 
a medium flex that won't bounce you from mogul to mogul. And on 
corduroy the boot has no bad habits, either. One tester prcnsed its even 
flex and called it a joy cn the roy. Tare's enough stability as well as 
overall supprat and control for advancmg mter- 
medicrtes to handle somewhat demandmg— but 
not hairy— conditions. $349 



HT High volume throughout A good one to 
try if you have thick, wide feet, 
■n FW smooth mover, all-mtn, appaitice, 
hop^ bumpster 



DZR 

The DZR is a versatile boot that will take expert skiers down a 
racecourse or the back side of a mountam equally well. The 
overall feelmg on snow is strong and stable. Our testers felt that 
the boot made the Ean SCXs a touch 'grabby,' but on our Rossi test skis they 
had no qualms whatever about shmg anywhere on the mountain. One of 
the men charactenzed the DZR as smooth flexmg and quick enough for the 
bumps, but with plenty of stcdDili^ on long tums and 
great edge hold on hard snow This is also a more- 
than-oapaMe race boot for those vrtm dont want 
stiff-as<i-brick footwear, $599 

RT Low- to average-volume race fit 
Because of its relatively thm Imer, this is not 
a boot for those with abnomaal protrusions, 
■n HE gate basha, all-mtn master, carvemeister 



Pr* 4 




■nie Pro 4's uraque Servo Curving System allows the 
sber to rotate the heel of the boot 3 degrees m either 
direction on the ski, and thus modify how tummg 
loads readi the edge, (Curving is Dadistem-speak for trench-diggmg and 
other related super-sidecut activities,) Hk adjustinait can make a dramat- 
ic difference m the way this boot skis, but even without it, the Pro 4 is a 
carving-or curvmg— madiine,The fonrard flex is soft, 
but the boot is impessively stiong to the edge, our 
testers said. But they cautioned that its a ^jeoolty 
tool and out of its range on race-level skis. $569 



I-/W1J tunc 
Short lum: 
Bumpst 
Veisatility: 



HH High volume, with a very soft Imer Good for those who 
, r.T.r never been able to find a boot that's roomy enough. 
f KB m all-mtn. masts, carvemeister. smooth mover 
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Pro 3 



A little less demanding and versatile than the Pro 4, the Pro 3 is still an 
impressive specialty boot lor extreme super-sidecut slds. It loves to moke 
long, carved arcs —"stand in the middle, move to the edge, and 
the boot does the rest,' one of the men said. Groomed 
snow, not-too-steepor-deep crud, and small bumps 
are right up its alley, The 3 has better lateral control 
than its sott forward flex might suggest, but the cutf is 
still more forgiving than the 4, nxdong serious cnid and 
bumps out of the 3's reach. $549 

Hr High volume. Good for those who hove never 
been able to find a boot that's roomy enough. 
BT m: carvemeister, smooth mover, all-mtn. apprenxe 

Sbtd turns: 
VenoHlttj; 



TX-707/tS 



A slightly softer forward flex than the 807 and good lateral control make the TX-707 a lot 
like a new carving boot. In fad, it scored equally well on both the Rossi and Han 
test skis. "Lots of support even with the softer flex,' one of the women said. 
"Balanced, predictctole, and easy to steer. Very sensitive feel for the edge 
underfoot.' Although our testers liked it best in longer turns, there was 
enough quickness in the 707 to make the boot work in moderate bumps. 
'I liked the way it made the Qans work in tight places," one of the 
women said. "Good for learning bumps." $375 



FIT: Average volume; somewhat nanow in the 
forefoot and heel pxket, more generous 
in the ankle and cuff. 
BEST Fn: smooth mover, all-mtn. apprentice, 
fnistrated intemiediate 




C BX EXTREME 



Dalbello's carving-boot flagship has such a wide-ranging per- 
sonality that it's practically schizophrenic. Happily, you can keep 
it in check via a three-position flex control. The walk (free-hing- 
ing) and ski flxked-cuff) modes are fairly conven- 
tional. But the unique carve mode allov/s the 
cuff to free-hinge forward while still providing sM- 
modelike support to tiie rear and laterally. The dif- 
ference in feel on snow is dramatic, according to 
our testers. "In carve it's got a nice, smooth forward 
flex, and it's way stiff backward," said one of the men. And "the lateral 
support works a nice, long, carved tum out of the ski." Scores shown are 
for carve mode: the CRX EXTREMES adjustability rates a 10. $500 



ttl 




FT. Low to average volume; particularly narrow in 

the forefoot and instep. 

fcn FMC all-mtn. master, carvemeister 



Longtunts: 
Shot turns: 



VetsoUlltY: 



CBX FBEEBIDE 



The CRX FREERDE has the same three-position, multiadjustable system found on the 
Extreme, above, but overall is a less<iemanding boot. "Smooth, medium-stiif flex, and 

laterally secure," said one of our male testers. "Enough support to _ _ 

the cutf that I can pressure the tail easily." As with 
other radical carving boots, the startlingly soft 
forward flex in the carve mode took our testers- 
and will probably take you, too-a litfle while to 
adapt to. Carve mode is a natural on the groomed: 
most skiers will want to shift to sb for more varied ter- 
rain, but the boot is up to it. "Steers the ski well. You could 
take this boot almost anywhere," one tester said. $450 ^ ■ 



rni low to overage volume: particularly nanow In the 
forefoot and instep. 

■ST Fm: carvemeister, all-mtn. cpprentice 




TX-807 



The TX-807 has a medium-stiff forward flex and the lateral control to carve nice, 
long turns. There's plenty of quickness, too: "Enough zip for quick hims in bumps, 
just not slalom-level moves," one of the men said. The 
overall feel on skis is balanced, with enough 
strength to handle challenging conditions. The 
boot has a tiaditional, symmeteical feel on snow, 
testers said. It's at its best when matched with a 
longer, less extreme super-sidecut ski; both women 
and men Eed the feel of the 807 somewhat better on 
our Rossi test skis than on the Hans. $425 



HT Average volume: somewhat nanow in the forefoot and 
heel pocket, more generous in Uie ankle and cuff. 
Ksr FOE all-mtn. master, carvemeister, smooth mover fe' 




Icogtums: 
Short tuns 
Bumpc 





10 Common 
oot- Buying Mlstako 

It's suiprisinglY easy to buy the wrong boots. Skiers do it all the time, often the 
result of trying to take shortcuts to finding the ideal boot. There are no shortcuts; 
you have to try on boots-end we mean lots of boots-to find the one that tits 
you best. If you dont, sooner or later you'll realize you made a mistake. 

Fortunately, it's easy to recognize and ovoid the silly reasons behind these 
lapses in judgment. Here ore the 10 most common mistakes. 



Color. Yes. it's hard to 
believe, but many skiers are 
closet fashion plates. Color is a 
fine way to select jackets, hats, 
and boxer shorts, but color has 
little to do with fit, which is what 
really mailers In boots. Keep 
your color options wide open. 

Socks. Ski socks exist for a 
reason: They provide warmth 
and comfort when worn with ski 
boots. Cotton-ribbed socks, 
which might feel great in street 
shoes, feel less great in the 
more confined space of a boot. 
Wear smooth socks, the thinner 
the better. And wear only one 
pair — two socks create all sorts 
of problems. 

In-the-boot ski pants. 

Whether we're talking stretch 
pants or blue jeans, pant legs in 
the boots have the same effect 
as loo many socks, only more 
so. 

; Buckling up. Many skiers 
latch their buckles in the wrong 
sequence. Generally, you 
should buckle from top to bot- 
tom: this pulls the heel back 
into the heel pocket. Kicking the 
heel doesn't do the Irick. and if 
you buckle from the bottom up. 
the foot is not free to slide 
backward. 

Price. Of course, you can't 
lolally ignore price. But if your 
only consideration is price, you 
may wind up with less boot lhan 
you ought to have. Remember, 
too, a boot that fits will last you 
a long lime. 

iwly friend skis in this 
boot." Slop right there. What 
your friend skis in has nothing 
to do wilh how ihe boot fils you. 



And fil rules. This is the most 
common reason many skiers 
with wide feel wind up in 
painfully narrow boots, and 
skiers wilh narrow feel wind up 
slopping around inside boots 
that are loo wide. 

Ovenating your ability. 

Lie to your friends and the folks 
in the bar. but be honest with 
your boot fitter. Lei him know 
how well you really ski. where 
you ski. and how often you ski. 
Lay out your hopes, dreams, 
and future plans. That way. 
you'll gel a boot that suits your 
ability. 

Til pass on the orthotic' 

It's templing, sure. The boot 
already has an insole, so why 
would you need another? A cus 
torn insole supports your fool 
more completely and accurate 
ly. so you'll experience less 
fatigue and cramping, more 
comfort and warmth. 

Fit based on exact shoe 
size. Wouldn't lhal be simple? 
Unfortunately, ski boot sizing is 
at least as variable as foot 
shape. One company's size 6 is 
another's size 7 and a third's 
size 5. Besides, you can get 
away wilh a sloppy fil in a street 
shoe. Not so in a ski boot. 

' Buyer's Guides. These are 
a way to narrow your choices, not 
make a final selection, this guide 
included. There are so many 
peculiarities in boot and tool 
shapes that it's impossible to 
determine a perfect fit just from 
reading. (Buyer's Guide advice is 
more broadly reliable than a 
friend's, but the cautions in num 
ber 6 still apply.) 

— Stewart Booker. Surefoot 
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BOOTS 



WXB 

This IS an all-around boot that wants to ride on race or high-perlonnance 
skis, not short, extreme super-sidecut boards. It's stitf, powertul, and reliable, 
and it loves speed. A good skier can take the boot any- 
where— cnid, steeps, gates, bumps, bowls. Big 
bumps will require strong skiers, but experts who 
like stiH boots will appreciate the very, very quick 
edge changes. The boot is at its best when sided 
hard and aggressively. (And it the Hex isn't stifl 
enough for you, find a VXI? Comp.) Our testers felt that 
the boot's quickness and edge hold overpowered our SCX 
test skis; they had more fun on the Rossignols, $575 

HH Average- to high-volume race boot with a good heel-hold mechanism. 
Ksr fm: gate basher, all-mtn. master, mogul animal 

Short turns 
Bumps: 

VenatUlty: 




Cyb-X3 

Soft flexing and forgiving, the Cyb-X3 has a srrKXJth feel underloot. At its finest on the 
groomed, the boot also rated best on our Han SCXs, although there was enough later- 
al support to carve the Rossignols as well. On either ski, medium-radius turns 
drew the greatest pcdse fiom the testers, "Great stance, and holds the edge 
well in a carve,' one of the men said. "A nice all-around boot.' But it's not 
quick enough to jam short tums, and at higher speeds, our testers' skis 

began to feel squinelly. $350 



HT Avaage volume; fits quite snug in the heel pock- 
et and oan aoocmmodate almost any sized call. 
KST FN: smooth mover, fiiistrated intermediate 




VX 



Our testers liked the VX equally well on either of our test skis. One of the 
men called it a super all-around boot that just loves to carve. If you know 
how to ski, you can do no wrong in this boot. The Hex is softer 
than the VXR's, but the lateral sipport conveys a 
feefing of strength and stability when the sM is on 
edge and hooked up in a turn. Lightweight 
experts or aggressive skiers who prefer a softer-flex- 
ing boot should love the VX. It's quick and solid 
enough for moderate bumps and strong and stable 
enough to handle most challenging conditions. $475 



cx a 



Fir Average to high volume, but quite snug in the heel. Good 
for skiers with a wide forefoot that tapers to a nanow heel. 



wca FK carvemeister, all-mtn. master, 
oU-rntn. appentioe 




Longtunu: 1 
Sharthma: 1 
9 

VosatUity: 9 



The new GX 9 lives and breathes the com- 
pany's race-bred heritage. This is an all- 
mountain boot; one of our testers said it 
'carved like a knife' and called it the "quintessential expert's carving boot.' 
Like all of Lange's G-Foroe boots, it has an asymmetric cult and slightly fiea 
forward flex to optimize performance on super-sidecut skis. These make the 
GX 9 a bit less demanding, but it retains the feel of otha 
high-level Langes, It's superquick getting into tums, 
sensitive, and stable at speed. And it has great 
lateral strength for a solid edge hold-our 
testers rated it equal to the X Zero 9's, $585 

Low to average volume, anatomical shape, 
Qassic Lange close foot-to-shell relationship, 
KB FK dll-mtii. master; carvemeister; 

cdl-mhi. apprentice 



VZ 



One tester called the VZ "relkible and tiustworthy,' It handles moderate 
speeds, moderately challenging conditions, and moderate bumps equally 
well, 05 well as tiims of any size. It's very forgiving but 
capable of technically conect tiims. Good lateral 
and rearward support combine vrith the soft for- 
ward flex to make a boot that's just about perfect 
for progressing skiers, according to another tester. He 
liked the boot's dependable perfonnance in all phases 
of the him— soft enough in forward flex for easy 
initiation, enough support to finish the firm cleanly. The 
boot scored equally well on both of our test skis. $400 

fit: Average to high volume, but quite snug in the heel. Good for 

skiers vnth a wide forefoot that tapers to a narrow heel. lo-nhmK: 9 

BF Fit: aU-mtn. apprentice, smooth mover, . aSSS 9 

frustrated intermediate ^ ? 




GX 8/L 



Cyb-X Sport Carve 

One of Dolomite's three new Cyb-X models (ttiere are 
also higher-perfonning Free and Super Carve models), 
the Sport Carve is designed to be super-sidecut 
specific— tiiere's a large lift built into the sole to 
help achieve extreme edge angles. Our testers 
felt as though they were on stilts at first, but that 
feefing soon disappeared. The boot has an 
adjustable, raedium-stiH shell, which contiibutes to a 
more baditional feel than many soft-flexing oorving boots. Still, 
there's no doubt that the boots belong on super-sidecut skis. 7ou 
can get the ski way, way out there,' one of the men said. $435 

Fin Average to high volume, espedaUy tall in the instep. The 
adjustable cuff can accommodate ataiost any sized calf, 
BT fm: all-mtii. master, carvemeister, smooth mover simt tmns: 

Bumps: 

VeoaUtty: 9 




Smooth flex, tenacious edge hold, and sta- 
bility at speed help make the GX 8 the 
most versatile of the Lomge G-Force boots. It 
handles most conditions on the mountain and earned one of the few perfect 
10s in bumps. Both men and women loved tiie boot's fluidity in bumps 
large and small, and it's forgiving enough for learning bumpers. 

Corduroy cowboys and cowgirls should love its 
smoothness entering a long-radius him as well as 
its solid edge. It also motors through cmd and 
changing conditions. $525 

fit: ACD liner has average volume; roomy in forefoot 
and toe box; but snug around ankle and lower leg. 
BEST FBi: carvemeister; all-mtn. apprentice; 
all-mhi. nraster; hopeful bumpster 



_X larp 9 



This is a stiff but smoofli-flexing boot witti great lateral 
support and edge conhol in a him. It earned 10s for 
both quickness entering short hims and stability in 
long-radius hims at speed— and our testers were stingy with 10s this season. 
Although they didn't give it top marks in bumps, testers praised the boot's 
overall versotifity. Acoompfished all-mountain skiers need have no ccn- 
cems about eitiier mogul fields or demanding condi- 
tions. This is a shong, refiable boot underfoot. 
Lighter gate bashers or those who prefer a sfightly 
softer racing boot will find all that they need for 
the racecourse. $575 

Fir. ACD finer has average volume; offers classic 
Lange anatomical fit but with greater volume 
overall than classic finer (also available). 
BEST m: aH-min. master; carvemeister; gate basher 
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TOP BOOTS 

tor a breakthrough to carving 

Alpina CRV 10 
Atomic CarvX 9.10 
Dolomite VZ 
Lange X Zero 5 ACD/L 
Munari ME 450/L 
NordicaNext77/L 
Rossignol Vision 12/L 
Salomon Evolution 8.0/Lady 
Sanmarco Argon 7.5/Era 7.5 
Tecnica TI-6 

TOP BOOTS 

for a first purchase 

Alpina CRV 8 
Lowa MCSACS 
Munari R96/L 
NordicaNext77/L 
Rossignol Vision 8/L 
Salomon Symbio 8,0 
Custom Fit/Lady 
Sanmarco Argon 7,5/Era 7,5 
Tecnica TI-4 

TOP BOOTS 
for a breakthrough 
to bumps 

Atomic CarvXtreme 9.10 
Dachstein Pro 3 
DalbeUoTX707/LS 
Dolomite VZ 

Ncvdica Grand Piix EXOPOWER S 
Raichle CRX 700 
Rossignol Energy STX/L 
Salomcoi Periorma 8,0 EXP 
Custom Fit/Lady 
Sanmarco Cyber 9,9 SPS 2 
Tecnica TI-8 
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BOOTS 



X Zero 5 ACD/L 



C Wax 7 



Men and wonien testers alike said the X Zero 5 suits lightweight causing skiers who 
carve turns and inteimedrates who would like to. The smooth, soft flex 
of the X Zero 5 favors long, round, carved turns over short 
ones and holds cm edge in a carved turn well. But 
this overall softness restricts its versatility and sets 
the upper speed limit for cruisers, the boot sMds 
turns easily and will help intermediates develop the 
confidence needed to lay the ski on edge and carve. It 
also provides good feedback from the ski. A goo(J choice 
for a breakthrough-to<xirve boot. $350 

ht: ACD liner has average to high volume; offers that classical 
Lange anatomical fit but with greater volume overall. ^ 



ten Ffflc smooth mover: fnrstroted intermediate; 
contented intermediate 




Stuirttuins: 
Smoottmes 
Fofglreoesc 



Smooth and versatile, the G Max 7 conveys cm overall feeling of reliability and pre- 
dictability. The three-piece, easy-entry shell puts the emphasis on convenience, 
as does the relatively soft rearward support of the cuff, Even so, our testers 
said that the boot loves to carve turns and has truly impressive edge grip. 
It has {^nty of support for more challenging tenain and small bumps, 
and it will carve a very technical turn on groomed auisers. 

Mobility is what this boot is cdxiut. $425 



fit: Average volume; slightly above average in upper 
cuff but adjusts to fit just about any shape lower leg 
■ST TO canremaster; smooth mover: 
all-mtn. CRirentkje 



Long turns: 


9 


Short tunis: 




Bumps: 




VasatjUty: 


i 
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CARVING BOOTS 



What exactly is a caivlng boot? Ttie two most common ctiaracteiistics 
al caiving boots, compared with more traditional boots, are an asYmmet- 
ric design, which results in stiiier support laterallY, and softer icHword flex. 
Here's the deal oa both: 

Asymmetrical design. Of course, all boot shells, like cdl 
feet, are asymmetrical. But in a carving boot, asymmetry goes to new 
heights. In particular, carving boots tend to have cuffs (either boot shell or 
liner or both) that are higher on the inside of the leg, to provide greater lat- 
eral support. Some carving boots add lateral stiffening inserts as well. 
Why? Super-sidecut skis turn when they are rolled onto the edge. 
Conventional skis hun more in response to loads directed to the tip. The 
assumption is that if you make it easier to transfer energy to the edge with 
a carving boot, super-sidecut skis will carve even more easily. 

Softer forward flex. High-level boots used to be stiff so 
you could pressure the tip of the ski to initiate a turn. Since the tip of a 
carving ski doesnt need to be pressured as much, stiff forward flex isnl as 
necessary. So, many carving boots are softer in forward flex. Some are 
startlingly soft, others are almost indistinguishable from traditional boots. 

Is all this just hype? We don't think so, based on our tests. It's tme that 
many carving boots would be considered good traditional boots if super- 
sidecut skis had never (q>peared. But some woni perform worth a fig 
unless matched with a carving ski. In other words, carving boots display 
the some diversity as traditional boots. As the relationship between kiter- 
d support and forward flex changes, so does a boofs character. 

Do you need a carving boot? Thaf s more difficult to soy. If you're into 
carving, then a carving boot can make your life even more fun. But many 
traditional boots perform well on carving skis, too. The most important 
thing is still to get a boot that fits well. 

Here's a rundown on the shape of the catving-boot world: 

Last year, both Sanmarco and Dolomite debuted carving boots, which 
have grown into entire lines. The Sanmarco Cyb^ are a bit softer-flexing 
than the Dolomite Cyb-X models, which have a more traditional Qex. On 
the other hand, the Cyb-X models have something few other boots have: 
15-mm lift built into the boot sole, that produces the kind of edging power 
that binding lifters provide. 

Alpine's new CSV models are very specific to super-sidecuts. They are 
softer in forward flex than anything most skiers hove ever tried. But theyll 
edge a carving ski like crazy, once you get used to them. 




Dalbello's CKX carving 
boots are multlodjustcdsle— 
you can set them up so 
that the forward flex is nearly 
as soft as the Alpinas, 
lock them down 
so that they 
ski more 
like a 
traditional 

boot. Dochstein's Pro 3 and 4 hove a heel-positton adjustment that has a 
dramatic effect on how the ski reacts to input from the boot. 

Raichle's Carver is in the soft-flex, strong-edge mold, and its more 
sidecut-specific than mainstream boots. Similarly, Atomic's soft-flexing, 
laterally stiff CorvXtreme line is middle-of-the-road in stiffness, but long on 
performance; so are carvers from Munari and newcomer Lowa. 

Among the bigger companies, carving characteristics tend to be less 
pronounced. Tecnica's Innotec line of TI boots has lateral support 
enhancements and softer iomaii flex than the company's Expksion 
boots. The Innotecs rcK:ked up high scores on both our extreme sidecut 
and mainstream skis. Lange's GX series of carving boots takes a similar 
route; top models hove the signature Longe feel. But they also made our 
Elan sex test skis rock all the same. 

NOTdica's new EXOPOWES boots are bi-injection molded-hord and 
soft plastics are molded simultaneously. This technology offers the 
promise of giving boot makers even more control over exactly where their 
boots Qex, and how stiff that ilex is. The carving models in the EXOPOW- 
ER collection were very impressive on both of our test-ski types. 

Salomon is also using bi-injection molding. Its carving models have 
cuff inserts to provide inaeased lateral stiffness and enhanced edge hold. 
The inserts are removable in case you prefer a more traditbnal feel. 

Alone among the larger boot companies, Rossignol has no carving- 
specific models. Rossignol points out that its traditional line already incor- 
porates carving-friendly concepts: asymmetric design, use of materials to 
enhance edging loads, and a range of foiward ilex throughout the line. 

What all this means is that— whether you plan to dive head-first into 
the carving phenomenon or just dip your toe in to test the waters— you can 
find a boot thafs up to the task.— cuff muxst 
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Your Mother Never Had Time to Get High 





With Dolomite's 15mm Profile Lift Sole! 

If she had skied with the Dolomite Profile Lift Sole she wouldn't be reachin' for plates... 

she'd be ridin' high and layin' it out smooth and fast! ^^^^^^^ 




High Profile Lift Sole: 

Raises you 15mm higher increas- 
ing your leverage and giving you 
twice the turning power with half 
the effort. 




The only boot designed for super sidecut skis 



Higher means pure carving: 

Fret no more buckledraggers, 
the extra 1 5 mm lets you arc'em 
over 2x more than any other boot. 



d. 800.257.2008 V Dolo(nite@iconn.net 



Anthea 7 



The Anthea 7, a women'sonly model, impressed oui female testers as a solid ouiser; 
"a great all<EOund boot capable of laying down some tracks.' It has great feel tor the 
ski and snow, and enough forgiveness to help these trying to break 
out of the intennediate mt and begin to carve turns. The 
flex is smooth and even: quick enough to make 
decent short turns, solid enough for confidence in 
long-radius ones. There's also enough support to 
make occasional forays into small to moderate 
bumps. The three-piece, easy-entry shell adds conve- 
nience to round out the boot's pleasant personality. $425 

ht: Low to average volume, with a snug heel pocket 
and adjustable upper cuff. 
wai fm: carvemeister; smooth mover; 
frustrated intermediate 



BS 9 




New to the U.S., Lowa is well known in Europe. Ihe I?S 6 is Iowa's top 
model. It's aimed at the carving market, and our testers felt that it hit the 
mark. "A very good all-around boot,' one of the men said. "It feels solid 
in all phases of the turn. Predictable, stable, and lively 
performance.' The boot prefers long arcs, but has 
enough quickness for moderate bumps, and plen- 
ty of edge hold for steeps. "An absolute feel for the 
edge in round turns, and you can regulate pressure ^^t^ 
to the edge easily,' another tester said. The RS 6 scored 
equally well on both of our test skis. $525 



Fir Average volume throughout; fits a variety of 
foot shapes well. 

ten Fnc carvemeister; smooth mover; 
all-mtn. qjpentioe 



ICS 




Impeccably mannered for intermediate skiers, the UCS is surprisingly ver- 
satile. "It's easy to steer and skid turns,' one of the men said. The stance 
is very balanced, and you can edge solid turns,' The IvICS is a break- 
through boot that can take you to the carved-tum level, 
and show you a good time once you get there. 
Its combination of forgiveness and smoothness led 
the male testers to conclude that even athletic 
beginners could handle the boot, too— and 
improve quickly. The MCS racked up identical 
scores on both of our test skis. $450 

Fin Average to high volume; particularly roomy 
in the forefoot and toe box. 
KH FDK fmsttated intennediate, 
contented intennediate; beginner 



LCS 



Although they are bffled as companion boots, the women's LCS has a 
slighUy different cuff than the men's MCS. And our female testers felt 
that the LCS didn't hove the same topend performance 
that the men found in the MCS. "It's a very easy 
boot to skid and steer.' one of the women said. 
"The flex is very smooth and consistent in a wedge 
or skidded tum on groomed tencnn.' The LCS 
lacked the lateral support and stiffness in flex 
needed to carve consistently at varied speeds. The 
testere felt that it would take a skier up to, but not through, 
the carved-hrm level. $370 

Fm Average to high volume; particularly roomy 
in the forefoot and toe box. 
I Ksi Fu: contented intermediate; beginner 





THE FEEL OF A 
GREAT FIT 

How ahould your boots foolT That*s 
tho $64,000 quosUon of boot buying. 

So, how should your boots feel? That depends on which part ol your 
foot we're talking about. 

One reason for the question is that a prop^ly fit ski boot feels dif- 
ferent than a comfortable old athletic shoe, or even a moderately 
uncomiortable dress shoe. Another reason is that a ski boot 
consists of a nearly rigid, mostly unyielding outer shell and a sett- 
er, more conforming inner liner. This makes it unlike any other 
footwear you own. And finally, a ski boot is designed to transmit 
your movements and energy to your skis. This function makes fit 
especially important; The quality of the fit affects the quality of your 
perfonnonce. And your comfort, too. As you supply input to your 
skis, your skis supply feedback to your feet, causing you to slide 
back and forth in the boot if the fit isnl precise. 

Forefoot. The liner should feel like it firmly grips your fore- 
foot; much more firmly than. say. an athletic shoe. You should 
have little room for side-to-slde or up-and-down movement. Still, 
you should not be so confined that you feel your toes bunching up 
or curling under, or that your foot is squeezed so much thai it 
cups. You should also be able to wiggle your toes comfortably. 
After you've worn a boot in the shop for 10 to 15 minutes, remove 
your socks and look for red marks, which will pinpoint potential 
problem areas. 

Insteps You should feel light pressure atop the Instep. Too 

much pressure can cut off blood flow to the forefoot: this is often 
the cause of cold feel. When you buckle up and flex forward, 
you want your toes to pull back slightly from the toe of the boot. 
But the instep should be snug enough that you don't feel your foot 
sliding excessively as you flex and move. 

Hael; The boot should cup the heel snugly and cradle it so that 
there's no side-to-side movement and little or no lifting when you 
flex forward. The back of the heel cup should lightly grip the 
Achilles tendon, without inflicting pain. 

Calf I The boot cuff should comfortably and closely wrap the 
lower leg. It should feel snug but cause no pressure points, and 
it should move with you as you flex. A loo-tight cuff can cut off 
circulation to the rest of the foot and cause cold feet. In the shop, 
you might feel your feet begin to tingle if the cuffs too light. 
A overly loose cuff can cause abrasion on the shin, which will 
make your shins sore. 

Be patient during the try-on process. It takes about 10 to 15 min- 
utes before you can really begin to sort out the many sensations you 
feel when trying on new boots. In addition, some fit problems may 
not make themselves apparent until you've been moving around in 
the boots for several minutes. 

Don't fret if you can1 find a boot that fits exactly right in all four 
areas. The goal should be to get as close a match at all four points 
as possible. It often takes only a minor correction in the shell or liner 
to make a major improvement. For example, liners can be padded 
to fill voids or cut away to ease pressure points. Some liners can 
even be heated so they'll confomi to your foot shape. In addition, 
the boofs shell can be stretched to more closely match your foot. 
There's nothing saaed about the shape of a boot shell or liner, and 
there are many ways in which they can be modified. 

And a good fitter can make sure that your boots fit— 
and feel— right.— STEWART booker, stJREFOor 
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PONTIAC® SUNFIRE* LEAVES THE HERD BEHIND. H I G H - R E V V1N«?1^0 ni^&WSE E N G I N6»j.,. 5 - S^W^Mt, 
SPORT SUSPENSION. AIR CONDITIONING. LOTS OF OTHER STUFF. ALL FOR A RO U N D ' $1 3. S 0 0 V 
It's THE ONE CAR you'll REALLY GET A CHARGE OUT OF. SUNFIRE. 

^PONTIAC SUNFIRE 

D R I V I N (S 1= X C I T 1= M 1= N T 1= O R AROUND •13.500.* 

Call 1-800-2PONTIAC http://www.pontiac.com 

'S13.5U MSRP INCLUDING DEALER PREP AND DESTINATION CMAROE. TAX. LICENSE AND OTHER OITIONAL EQUIPMENT EXTRA. 

Prices higher in CA. MA and NY. Prices as of 9/1/96. subject to change, 
©1997 GM Corp. All rights reserved. Always wear safety belts, even with air bags. 



TVS ONLY WEEKLY LIVE MUSIC SERIES. 

SUNDAY 8 PM & 1 AM. MONDAY 8 PM. SATURDAY 5 PM. ALL TIMES EST.'PST ONLY ON VHl.^ 

http://www.hardrocklive.msn.com MUSIC FIRST ' 




BOOTS 



Virtual 850 



Grand Prix EXOPOWER S 



The Virtual 850 is a solid cruising boot at home on the groomed or exploring most 
of the mountain. The forward flex is medrum stiff but 
even. This results in good control for carving on 
groomed slopes and balanced short- and long- 
turn performance. "From low to high speeds, this 
boot keeps the sM tracking,' one of the men said. "It 
transfers energy to the edge smoothly,' The boot's at 
home on groomed blacks as well as any conditions found 
on blue nms, including bumps.The hairiest black-diamond 
nms are out of this boot's reach. $400 



hi: Average volume; narrow in the forefoot and 
toe box, and a bit lower than average in the instep. 
Bi Fuc corvemeister, smooth mover, 
all-mtn. appentice 




laog turns. 8 

Short turns: 8 .\ 

Bumps: 3 'I 

Vasotiay: 8^-^ 



The EXOPOWER S is an all-around cruiser. Our testers felt that this boot is slightly 
more at home in long turns than in short. "The stabilrty when I was carving 
long turns was particularly impressive,' noted one of the men. But testers 
also praised the boot's periornionce in varied conditions-its abilrty to set a 
strong edge makes the S stable off the groomed. Tery good lateral sup- 
port,' one of the men said. "But the forward flex 
is soft enough to be a bit forgiving in sloppy 
l^gj^B snow and bumpy tenain, and that smooths 
out the ride.' The only thing the S can't handle 
is raegabumps. $450 




Long turns: v 

Stottums: i 

Bumps: 9 

Vwsalfllty: i^' 



HT Low to average volume. 
BBT fm: carvemeister, smooth mover, all-mtn. apprentioe 



1 



ME 450/1 



A convenienceoriented boot with a central-entry shell, the ME 450 
impressed our testers as a solid interaiediate-level boot, 
especially on our Han SCX test skis. Long turns at 
moderate speeds were smooth, and skidded turns 
at low speeids predictable, which makes the 450 a 
combination auiser and breakthrough boot. 'Holds 
an edge really well in longer tums,' one of the men 
said, "For a learning carver, you are in a great position 
over the ski.' Added one of the women: The boot puts the ski 
right up on edge and then holds it there right through the turn. 
Even when I sped up, it sti felt secure.' $325 




nr. Average volume; has a low-volume forefoot and 
high-volume rearfoot; best for these with nanow 
toes, low instep, and vride heel and ankle. 
ten fm: contented intennediate, fmstrated int. 




EXOPOWER C-xtreme 

The lead boot in Nordica's new carving coledion, the 
EXOPOWER C-xtreme combines near-race-level edge 
control with a softer flex than the EXOPOWER RT. The result 
is a carving boot that can take a good skier anywhere on the mountain. It 
scored well with both our test skis, but excelled at bringing out the fun in 
hyperoarving, "Excellent feel for the ski, pecise and 
smooth,' one of the men said. "A first-class all- 
around boot, and it hooks up the Ban in a turn 
wonderfully.' The boot conveys a no-nonsense feel- 
ing of power to the edge, our testers said. $595 



Long turns: 1 
Stuxttums: i 
Smoothness: 3 
Foigtveness: S 



Long tums: 
, Short turns: 
k Bumps: 
> VeisatiUty: 



FIT. Information was not available by press time. 
KST Foic all-mtn. master, carvemeister, gate basher 



R 96 



The R 96 is an excellent execution of what has become a Mt of a rarity in 
the boot wakl-a convenienceoiented beginner's boot that works 
well. Our testas, all professional instructors, were happily sur- 
prised to find a boot that they toU us theyd tove to 
have their students in. The flex is very srnooth, and 
the boot feels supportive,' aie of the women said. "It 
has good back support fa batance and a good 
stance.' Added one of the men, Tou can feel the ski 
work and begin to get the sensatton of carving.' Contented intermediates 
who dcxi't core to carve should be right at hme. $180 



FIT Average volume in the forefoot and toe box, 
high volume in the rear foot and upper cuff. Low 
cuff height accommodates large calf, 
■BT FK beginner, contented intennediate 




Longtums: 9 
Short turns: 8 

. SBMOltaness: 9 . 

V Forghreness: 90t 



GP C-xtreme SI 

Slightly softer-flexing than the C-xtreme (above), the SI is nevertheless 
a carving and cmising machine. It tallied the same scores on both 
skis in our inventory, but the testers had more fun on the hyperoarving 
Hans. The flex makes it easy to stay centered on the skis, and laterally 
the boot rolls the ski right over and onto the edge smoothly,' one of the 
men said, "I get a nice feel for what the ski is doing on ttie snow.' It's 
a sweet-carving boot that can easily handle mod- 
erate bumps and steeps, as well as 
sloppy, cut-up snow. $435 



Fm Infomiation was not available at press time, 
■n FW carvemeister, smooth mover, 
all-mtn. ojprentice 



Grand Prix EXOPOWER RT 



Equally at home in gates or back bowls, the EXOPOWER RT 
impresed our testers with its versatility. This boot has a really 
big motor," one of the men said. "Or maybe a 
turbo,' It's a touch softer than some other 
race boots, including previous Nordicas, but 
strong lateral support makes the boot quick 
enough for slalom. Overall, our testers liked the 
boot best in long tums and at speed. "Soft 
enough to take in bumps, but built for slicing up 
the snow," one of the men said, "A great boot to ski in. Beautiful 
feel and very smooth flex. Edge control is amazing.' $635 



FIT Low-volume race fit; very snug and firm ihroughcut 
BEST fh: gate basher, all-mtn, master, mogul animal 




_GIL07/l 



At its best on groomed slopes, the GP 07 is ideal for nonaggressive ouisers and skiers 
learning to carve on blue-square or green-circle nms. "Great for carving," one 
tester said. "Nice, smooth, even Qex.' It's also a good boot for someone who is 
exploring new tenain "and not demanding on-the<3ime perionnance,' 
another tester said. Improving intennediates will find that the GP 07 will 
skid tums vnthout making any sudden demands, and it handles 
low-speed tums happily. "For cniisy, long tums on groomed this is 
-iv ^, -V ° forgiving and smooth boot," one tester sodd, $375 



Ftn Low to average volume; very anatomical 
shape. Fits many feet well; good to try for 
everyone except those vnth high-volume feet. 
■EST fOK smooth mover, fmstrated intennediate, 
contented intennediale 
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PASSE S ARE OPTIONAL 
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Dean Cummings, the best free skier in the morld, 

IS wearing the Vertical Shell from Boulder Gear Lite. 

Waterproof and Breathable , Solar Lock Fabric. 

Technical enough for Dean, Affordable enough for you. 

1 ■ 800 ■ 342 • 8088 ext. 60 www . bouldergear , com 

ThinsulateJ>^/^ 

THERMAL INSULATION 




Vertical Shell 
Suggested Retail $210 



Trend EXOPOWER 07/L 

The EXOPOWER 07 is a silky cruiser. Our testers found it more fun on our 
extreme-sidecut Ban test skis than on the Rossis, "A real 
smooth nder,' one of the women said, "Moves 
from turn to turn very nicely, and a very even 
flex right through the range,' It's also a good 
choice for improving skiers, "A great boot to 
grow in,' said one of the women. 'It responds 
well, but there's a little bit of forgiveness there i 
you need it." This boot was at its best on groomed snow; 
it can manage small bumps on blue square runs. $350 



m average to high volume: a cushy liner with a roomy 

toe box and consistently higher volume throughout. ung turns: a 

■ST FK smooth mover; fmstrated intermediate; ^ t™s: s 

^ntented intermediate VBsamtr 7 




Next 77/L 

The Next 77 is a good breakthrough boot for skiers itching to carve, as 
well as an intermediate's cnriser. It's at its best carving longer turns on 
groomed slopes, but this boot will also skid lower-level turns at slow 
speeds-ideal for those who want to carve but can't yet, "A great slid- 
er, you can skid turns all day," one tester told us. "A very nice flex for 
learning to carve,' one of the women said. "Not too stiff or overpower- 
Moves nicely from edge to edge when you start to 
link up turns and steers easily. A boot you can 
grow with and feel comfortable in." $425 



fit: average to high volume; thick, cushy liner is best 
for those with short toes, as sizes run a bit short. 

■SI fm: tmstated intemiediate; 
contented intennediote 



Longtuim: 9 

Short tons: i i 

Smoothness: 10 
Tagiteaiss: 



BOOTS BY VOLUME 



Overall volume is one of the quickest ways to evaluate fit. U, for example, 
you hove a wide, thick foot, it makes no sense to try on a low-volume 
boot. Or to try on a high volume ixxA if you hove a nonow, flat foot. We've 
placed this year's test boots into the chart below based on our experi- 
ences at our slope test last spring. The chart is only a guideline; on expe- 



rienced boot fitter might recommend a boot outside the category that 
seems to describe you best for a specific reason— the way that your foot 
curves to the inside, perhaps, or because your second toe is longer than 
your big toe. In the end let your feet tell you which model they're most 
comfortable with. 



Low 

Nordica GP 

EXOPOWER RT 
Rossignol Course KX 
Sanmarco TR3 Racing 
Tecnica TNS LVL/ 

L LVL 
Tecnica TI-8/L LVL 



DEFINITIONS 

j Low volume 

boots that generaly 
I fit A- and B-width, 
narrow, skinny feel. 
If you've never had 
boots that were tight 
enough, try some In 
l^his category. 



Low to Average 

Alpina CRV 10 
Dachstein DZR 
Dalbello GRX Extreme 
Dalbello CRX 

Freeride 
Lange Anthea 7 
Lange GX 9 
Nordica GP 07/L 
Nordica Grand Prix 

EXOI^OWKR S 
Raichle F-One Pro 
Ralchle F-One 

Edge Lite 
Rossignol Vision 1 2/L 
Sanmarco Cyber 9.9 

SPS2 



Low to average volume 

boots that generally 
fit B- and C-wklth 
feet. These boots will 
fit some D-wldth feet 
that are low In the 
forefoot and Instep. 



Average 

Alpina CRV 12 
Alpina CRV 8 
Dalbello TX 807 
Dalbello TX 707/LS 
Dolomite Cyb-X3 
Lange G Max 7 
Lange GX 8/L 
Lange X Zero 9 
Lowa RS 6 
Munarl Virtual 850 
Munarl ME 450/L 
Ralchle Carvei'/l, 
Ralchle CRX 700 
Rossignol Course X/L 
Rossignol Energy 

STX/L 
Rossignol Course 

Mtn. VIper/L 
Salomon Performa 9.0 

Race Custom Fit 
Sanmarco Argon 7.5/ 

Era 7.5 
Tecnica Explosion 8 
Tecnica Explosion 

TNS/L 



Average volume 

boots that generally 
fit C- and D-wldth 
feet. A good bet If 
you have never 
thought of your fool 
as particularly nar- 
row or wide. 



Average to High 

Dolomite VZ 
Dolomite Cyb-X 

Sport Carv 
Dolomite CYB-X3/L 
Dolomite VXR 
Lange X Zero 5 

ACD/L 
Lowa MCS/LCS 
Munarl R 96/L 
Nordica Next 77/L 
Nordica Trend 

EXOPOV\/ER 07 
Rossignol Vision 8/L 
Salomon Performa 9.0 

Equlpc CustomFIl 
Salomon Performa 

8.0 EXP Custom Fit 
Salomon Performa 

9.0 EXP Carve 
Salomon Evolution 

9.0 Custom Fit 
Salomon Evolution 8.0 
Salomon Symbio 8.0 

Custom Fit 
Tecnica Tl-R 
Tecnica Tl-8 
Tecnica T-16 
Tecnica Tl-4 



High 

Atomic GarvX 9.18 
Atomic CarvX 9.10 
Atomic X Plus 3 
Dachstein Pro 4 
Dachstein Pro 3 
Tecnica Tl-8 HVL 



Average to high volume 

boots that generally 
fit D- and E-wldth 
feet, as well as feel 
with high Insteps, 
square toes, or large 
heel bones. 



High volume | 

boots thai generally ; 

fit E- to EEE-wldlh : 

feet. These boots are j 

good for those feet j 

thai usually can't fit ; 

into any boots in the '. 
other categories. J 
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WRANGLER AT/S. 

1^ FIND THE ROAD YOU'VE NEVER TAKEN. 

lUPl^ Go where you want to go with Goodyear Wrangler AT/S radials 
for pickups and SLFVs. Traction Lug Channels™ dig deep into 
" - ivV^ -1 iTiLid, sand, dirt, gravel, even wet, slushy snow. 

: C And just about anything else that gets in your 
■alBe way. You also get serious wet traction on the 
highway down the road, mile after mile. So go ahead. 
Discover roads less traveled. With rugged, all-terrain 
Wrangler AT/S radials. Only from Goodyear. 





. ■ Self-cleaning Traction Lug Channels evacuate water, 
mud and ivet snow. 

4, . ■ 7800 biting edges delivei' all-teirain traction, mile aftei' mile. 

■ Aggressive tread hloclis with deep lateral notches in shoulder 
area for off -road traction and snow traction. 

■ Smooth, quiet ride on the pavement. 

Call 1-800-GOODYEAR for a location near you. 
Web site: wivw.goodyear.com 



GOOD^YCAR 



F-One Pro 



Rdchle's F-One Pro is a oompetenf gate racer, as well as a go<mywhere boot for 
accomplished experts, our testers said. The lorward Qex is stiff but within the 
range of aggressive experts. 'Very pecise in long turns at 
speed, stable, and has good lateral power,' one I 
tester told us. "It's responsive and does a nice ^ "^E^t w 
quick turn, too.' The boot's precise control and 
power at speed also translate into stability and 
control in challenging conditions, as well as in 
nioguls. "A good skier can take this boot anywhere 
on the mountain,' one of the men said. $400 



Fir Low to average volume, vnth a very anatomical shape. 
Also ovodlctole as Pro Lite, vnth a heat-moldable 



Lena tums: 9 

TTiernwflex liner that conlorms to foot shape. shaitunB: 9 

Bumps: 8 
Versatility: 



btfn: gate basher, oll-mtn. master 




Course KX 



Rosstgnol's flagship Course KX is stiff and demanding, a bona tide race 
boot. The K is for the Kevlar reinforcements in the polyether (read: race 
w boot matenal) shell and the X, well, we figure it stands for extra stiff. When it 
comes to bumps and other difficult tenain, this boot performs powerfully— 
S • but only if you can handle the stiffness. Our testers rated the KX average 
for versatility— which is not bad for a race boot. And this is a very good 
* . race boot: It has extremely strong lateral support and 

Y ., ; J ^^^^^v '° ®^9^' °^ '^^^"^^ 

\*\ JtL ^ \ boot loves to make short turns: in long tums, it's 

^ ^ 1 ByN ' ™* Precise. $619 

^ VIC. Low volume vnth a dose foot-to-shell fit. Relatively 
^jigjjjjjjj. , . low cuff allows for 0 variety of calf sizes, 

- ■ a common trait in race boots. 

■EST Flic gate basher, all-mtn. master 



Shot tuns 



Veisolility: 6 



F-One Edge Lite 



The F-One Edge Lite has the Pro's power and stability but is slightly toned 
down. Its smooth, consistent Hex makes it a reliable all-mountain boot. 
And it scored equally well on both of our test skis. It isn't 
for gates-except for lightweights-^ut the lack of 
race-level performance means nxjre versatility 
and more of an affinity for raoguls. The boot 
rtxikes you feel confident anywhere on the 
mountain,' one of the testers said. Which makes 
it an excellent aossover tx»t, for super-sidecut 
or traditional skis. $595 

Fir Low to average volume, like the Pro, anatomically shaped but a bit 
more generous throughout. Heat-moldable ThermoQex liner 
oonfonris to foot shape. Regular liner also available. ^ ' 
■n FK all-mtn. master, carvemeister, smooth mover Bunqs: ? 




Course Mtn. Viper/L 

This is Rossignol s oll-tencdn boot for expert skiers who don't need 
or want the Course KX's stiffness. The Mtn. Viper has a slightly 
softer shell that's precise without being overly demanding. It's very 
quick edge to edge and flexible enough to absorb bumps vnthout launch- 
ing a skier into next week. Both men and women pxaised the boot's veisa- 
tilty and the way it let them seamlessly adept to changing conditions. 
Performance in both short and long tums was balanced 
and predictable on either of our test skis. The 
Mtn, Viper is a whole lot of fun to ski if you 
enjoy challenging tenain. $559 



HH Average volume vnth a very close foot-to-shell 
feel. Buckle system and how it is adjusted has a big 
effect on fit and comfort. Good heel hold-down, 
m Fw all-mtn. master, mogul animal, carvemeister 



Long tuns: 


0 


Sborttuns: 




Bumps 


? 




9 



Carwer/L 



As the name implies, the Carver is a super-sidecut carving machine,. 
"Very responsive in short tums. Tip the ski on edge and the turn is effortless, 
cne of the men said. "Smoothness defines the boot, and the control 
I feel over the ski is amazing.' Although short tums 
rated a touch higher than long, on the 
groomed the Carver laid down impressive 
tracks in medium- and long-radius tums. And it 
vras versatile enough to venture off the corduroy. 
Not enough power for aggressive expert all-tencnn 
use, but could be just right for light experts. $425 

Fit Average volume; anatomically shaped like F-One series. Also 
available as Carver Lite, with heat-moldaWe Theraioflex 
liner that conforms to foot shape, 
■n FW carvemeister, smooth mover, all-mtn. apprentice 



CRX 700 



Course X/L 




The CRX 700 impressed oui testas with its versatility on both skis in our test invaitoiy. 
"It skis just as well on the carving skis as on the more traditional 
ones,' one tester said. "It's stable, well balanced, and has a 
nice feel for the edge.' The CRX 700 wffl handle 
the groomed up to moderate speeds, with a pref- 
erence for long tums over short ones. But it's quick 
enough for bumps and ready to explore the moun- 
tain. It provides enough support to carve and finish 
a turn cleanly, yet has a touch of forgiveness when 
edged. A lot of boot for the money. $300 

Fin Average volume; snug in the forefoot, generous in the 
cuff. Note: The CRX 900 is the same boot but with a heat- 
moldable Therraoflex liner that confonms to foot shape, 
■n FW oll-mti. apprentice, smooth mover 



t 




The softest-Qexing Course model, the X is also the most forgiving. 
It does just about everything that the Mtii. Viper does, except 
handle speed. Its strong suits are smoothness and forgiveness. 
One tester called the boot's feel for the snow 'brilliant.' Advanced and 
expert skiers-espeaally lightweights— whose style emphasizes precision 
over aggression vnll be nght at home in this boot. And experts who con- 
sider mogul fields hard on the body and who prefer steep, 
groomed blacks should love it. $509 



fit: Course X-average volume; fairly nanow toe 
box, large heel. Course X L— average volume; has 
a snug, nanow heel and a wide, roomy forefoot. 
BEST fm: all-mtii. master, carvemeister, smooth mova 



Energy STX/L 

V The top model in the Energy series, this perioraianceoriented, 
gcKmywhere boot may be the most versatile in the Rossi stable. 
Our women testers were especially impressed; one called it a 
"smooth-turning boot with great feel for the snow, but with power in reserve 
to tackle almost anything.' The STX is smooth flexing with solid lateral 
support. Translation: It's forgiving enough for those learning to tackle 
challenging conditions while being smooth and reli- 
able on the groomed. With its relatively soft flex, it's 
particularly suited for lightweight skiers. $459 



Fin STX— average volume; fits many feet well; has a 
somewhat low instep. STX L— same as Course X L. 
RSI FK all-mtn. master, carvemeister, 
/ smooth mover, all-mtii. appentice 
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TOP BOOTS 
for bHmps 

DochsteinDZR 
DoioauteVXB 
LangeGX8/L 

NorcUca Grand Prix EXOPOWES S 
Raichle F-One Edge Lite 
Rossignol Course Mtn Viper/L 
Tecnica ExplosiOQ TNS/L 
TecnicaTI-B 

TOP BOOTS 
for earvina 

Atomic CoEvX 9.18 
Dcx±stein Pro 4 
Dolomite Cfb-X Spctt Carve 
Lar)geGX9 
LangeGXS/L 
NoRlica Grand Prix 

EXOPOWER C-xtreme 
Rossignol Course Mia Viper/L 
Salomon Perfonna 9.0 

EXP Carve Custom Fit 
Tecnica Explosion TNS/L 
Tecnica TI-S 

TOP BOOTS 



Dolomite VXS 

LangeGX9 

LangeXZao9 

Sodomon Perfonna 9.0 Boce 

CustonFlt 

Sanmorco TR3 Racing 
Tecnica Explosion 8 

TOP BOOTS 
tor long turns 

Atomic CarvX 9.18 

Dachstein Pro 3 

Dolomite Cyb-X Sport Carve 

LangeXZeio9 

LangeGX8/L 

LangeGX9 

NoRlkX! Gtand Prix EXa>OWES ST 
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vision 12/L 



The Vision 12 impressed oui testers as a good intermediate-breakthrough boot. It skids 
a turn flawlessly but has enough lateral support to get the ski up 
on edge and carving. It also suits intermediates looking lor 
a forgiving ride. The forward flex is soft, but the 
boot has enough support to provide good control 
for ouising groomed mns at moderate speeds. It 
rewards good technique with smooth carved turns. 
The 12 has a three-piece shell with a button-controlled 
ski/walk feature— push the button down, and the cufl piv 
treely, making for easier walking and simpler entry and exit. $419 



HH Low to average volume. Although roomy in the toe 
area, this boot held even the narrowest feet securely. 
Ksi Fw frustrated intermediate, 
contented intermediate 




Vision 8/L 

The Vision 8 looks a lot like the 12, but marches to a different dnimmer. The 8 uses a 
simpler constiuctidn, though it retains the handy pivoting cult and 
ski/walk button. It has a lower speed limit and not as much sup- 
port in the cuff. But it has enough quickness to move 
from edge to edge in short tums and enough sup- 
port to deliver a feel tor carving. Our testers liked 
the boot's smooth flex and quiet stability in a tum. 
The 8 also skids turns well and has enough perfor- 
mance to keep up as you improve, which makes it a 
boot for progressing, athletic novices to consider $299 

ht: Unlike the Vision 12. this boot has average to high volume 
and, although comfortable for our testers, fell a bit loose, 
BEST FOR contented intermediate, beginner 



Performa 9.0 Race Custom Fit 

"A four-by-four for expert skiers that will go wherever you want. It you have a 
proMem. it won't be the boots fault,' That's how one of the men descnbed the 
9,0 Race, 'Impressively quick edge to edge, the boot lesponds with 
a dynamic rebound,' said another. Our testas gave 
short tums a slight nod over tag ones, but this is 
still a boot that loves speed. The flex b stiff, and 
the boot is demanding, so mxh so that oui testers 
wanted a bit less boot for bumps. This is a boot best 
matched with racing or very high perlomKmce skis, 
you don't quite ski at that level, or prefer a more radical super-sidecut ski, 
there are pienty of other Perlorma options to consider. $645 

nr. Typically firm race fit; snug throughout the forefoot, 
but a bit roomier in flie ankle and heel than most 
race boots: heat moldable liner, 
■n Foc gate basher, aU-mtn, master 





LooQlonii: 9 
ant tent 10 



Performa 9.0 Equlpa Custom Fit/Lady 

This is a iiist-rate choice for expert skiers who don't want or need a race 
boot. In bumps or on groomed, our testers gave it consistently high scores. 
And they also told us about a charactenstic we don't score: fun. "Sets a 
great edge and is superstable at speed in big tums. 
Combine that wifli quick response, and you feel 
like you are on top of the world,' one of the 
women said. It's a tool for experts, handling 
bumps, oud, ice, and groom equally well. Our 
testers felt confident in the boot anywhere on the 
mountain, on either of the test skis. $595 



nr. Average to high volume: quite wide in the 
forefoot and ankle, with average instep height. 
Cuff accommodates thick lower legs. 
KST Fwu all-mtn. nraster, carvemeister, smooth mover 





Performa 9.0 EXP Carve Custom Fit 

Equally at home on extreme super-sidecuts or more traditional skis, the 
EXP Carve impressed our testers wSh its versatilitY, "This boot has a great 
medium-stiff flex that is smooUi and progressive,' one of the men said. 
It starts tums quickly and holds them wei' Testers praised its stability both 
on the groomed and off, "A pleasure to cmise and a great boot for varied 
tenain and snow,' one of the women send. A carving insert helps direct 
loads to the mside edge. Our testers send that the insert 
made a noticeable difference in both quickness into a 
tum and stability holding the edge. The insert can 
be removed to make the boot more forgiving, $625 



LcoQtuns: 9 

Sbatt tuns 9 

frpnpr 9 

VgnaUtr 9 



nr. Average to high volume: quite wide in the forefoot 
and ankle, but with low to average 
instep height: heat moldable liner. 
KST fm: all-mtn, master, carvemeister 
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GOING SOFT 



It was a left bicdn/right brain thing. Tout boots are too stiii," said the 
voice oi my logical, analytical left brain. "Your pathetically skinny 
ankles are pushing too much plastic." 

"But rve worn race boots for 25 years,' said my intuitive, emo- 
tional right brain. "Without race boots in electric blue, yellow, or 
orange, I cant swagger through the base lodge, and my testosterone 
level drops to the pink zone.' 

^estosterone preposterone. Get softer boots,' my left brodn scdd. 

So 1 went to several ski-industry trade fairs and demoed a variety 
of models. I settled on the Lange X Zero 9, a boot thot achieved four 
perfect 10s in our boot test last year; a boot described as "the defin- 
ing oll-tenoin boot." It fit, it skied well, and it was bright blue. The 
guys at Lange said I could keep it for a few weeks. 

Then I tocdc my X Zero 9s skiing on one of those days in Vennont 
when your nosehoirs freeze. "This boot is too stiii,' said my left brain. 
"You cani even pry it open to get it off your feet at lunch time.' My 
right brain wept, but in the end the left and right brains made a deal: 
rd keep kx>king for a softer boot, but Fd stick with Lange. "Just the 
name itself cames the heft of serious cojon^, said the right brain.' 

I went to another industry trade fdr and demoed the Lange X 
Zero 8. Good boot. Softer, more comfortable. "Not soft enough. Keep 
going down the line," said my left brain. The right panicked. "But 
we're getting into wimp country," it scdd. 

I reluctantly tried the X Zero 7 ACD, which our testers called a 
"smooth and forgiving boot, ideal for . . . improving intermediates." 

"Oh God, ifs a teaeational model," said my right brain. Torget 
the kibels,' said my left brodn. "Just try it and see how it feels.' 

For an overlap boot it was easy to slip on and off, no matter what 
the temperahue, and it gave me plenty oi support for the kind of all- 
mountain cniising and nanow-track arcing I like to do. In bumps it 
was perfect, a jockstrap for my feet— it supported me ably when I 
needed it, yet was stretchy when absorption was called for. And 
because my feet felt cuddled instead of compressed, they were warm 
beyond my wildest dreams, even in eyebrow-icing weather. If the 
boot had a fault, it was the color: K-Mart-vinyl-raingear blue, my 
right brain called it. But it still cames the Lange name, and it has the 
same silhouette as the X Zero 9, so ifs almost cool enough. 

Now, if I could just find one in saeaming orange . . .— m grout 



SKII\(i OCroiil'.K l".l!)7 



COME TO WHERE 
. WINTER 



I S 



WONDERFUL 



With the biggest vertical drop in the East on a towering 4,867' mountain and a village filled with winter fun and excitement, you'll 
find endless possibilities for a fantastic vacation at Whiteface and in Lake Placid. In fact, the area boasts so many attractions that 
Snow Country Magazine readers just named it "The Best Resort in North America for Offhill Activities." From world-famous Olympic 
attractions to exciting outdoor activities like cross country skiing, bobsledding and skating, plus a Main Street lined with inviting 
shops and restaurants, you'll always find something new and exciting to do in this legendary village. No other place makes winter 
so special like Whiteface, the village of Lake Placid and the Adirondack Mountains. 

For more information, including a free Whiteface/Lake Placid Vacation Planner, please call 1-800-2PLACID. 

Whiteface Mountain in Wilmington, NY is operated by The NYS Olympic Regional Development Authority; State of New York 
George E. Pataki, Governor; NYS Olympic Regional Development Authority; Charles A. Gargano, Chairman. 



Ml 

Whiteface 




(518) 523 1655 



Per forma 8.0 EXP Custom Fit/Lady 

A real cruis&o-matK boot. It has wonderfuUy balanced short- and long- 
turn perfoimance on groomed slopes, as well as plenty of quiclmess and 
c»ntiol lor those beginning to venture into bumps, aud, and 
other challenging tencdn. Our testers praised the 
boot's even, smooth flex and ran out of superla- 
tives vifhile describing its sensitivity and feel for 
the snow. The 8.0 EXP will make technically cor- 
rect expert-level turns all day long for smooth skiers 
and has just enough forgiveness for those with expert- 
level expectations dovm the line. Heavier and more aggressive skiers 
will want to move up in Salomon's Perlorma line. $550 

hi: Average to high volume: quite wde in the forefoot 
: and ankle, with average instep height. Cuff 
, accommodates thick lower legs. Heat moldable liner, .-jf-- 
■ KCT nK carvemeister, smooth mover, all-mtn. apprentKe't*' 



Evolution 9.0 Custom Fit/Lady 

Smooth, easy flexing, and trustworthy-that's how our testers described the Evolution 9.0. 
It's an easy-entry overlap with a conibinatiai cuff-lxk/forward-flex adjust- 
ment that aeotes a broad periormance range. On the stiff setting, 
the boot IS responsive and quick edge to edge, and 
provides a lot of feedback from the snow. The 
women who skied the boot were especially 
impressed with the flex adjustment, which easily 
accommodates skiers of vaned strengths. Hie 
Evolution 9.0 likes to carve and covers nearly the same 
ground as the Perfonna 8.0 EXP (above). The Evolution's cuff isn't quite 
as supportive, but it's more adaptable and convenience onented. $480 

I hi: Average to high volume: ample room in forefoot and heel 
! pocket, with overage instep height. Heat moldable liner, 

■ Ki nr smooth mover, afl-mtn. apprentice, ; 

■ carvemeister 






Evolution 8.0/Lady 



The Evolution 8.0 is balanced and predictable, with a progressive forward 
flex that's made for carving groomed slopes. There's enough stabflity to 
carve turns up to moderately fast speeds and enough lateral control to hook 
the ski up for short, quick tums, 'At slower speeds you can skid turns, 
but the boot would rather carve,' one of the testers said. 
Its affinity for carving without making excessive 
demands suits it for the skier moving out of the 
intermediate mt. It packs enough perionnance foi 
those learning to carve and anticipating other chal 
lenges. High-speed cniisers and aggressive skiers will 
exceed the boot's limits. $400 

hi: Average to high volume: ample room in forefoot 
and heel pxket, with average instep height. 
Ki FK contented intermediate, fnistrated 
1 intermediate, smooth mover 



Symblo 8.0 Custom Fit/Lady 

The Symbio 8,0 is a soft-flexing cniiser that's right on the mark for improv- 
ing skiers, "There's enough lateral support for making good tums and 
enough softiiess for good forgiveness,' one tester send. The boot hooks 
up in a carved turn fluidly, and gives enough rear sup- 
port to finish a turn cleanly. It also skids lower- 
level tums smoothly, which makes it a boot for 
beginners to consider. There's more boot here 
than a first-timer can use, but athletic beginners 
who are familiar with the sport may be able to 
work their way from wedge tums to carved ones in 
the Symbio 8,0, $325 

hi: Average to high volume: quite wide in the forefoot and ankle, 
wSh low to average instep height. Heat moldable liner. 
«a fu: contented intennediate, fnistiated 
intermediate, beginner 



t 





TII3 Racing 

A definite slalom race boot and a GS rocket for strong skiers. This is not a 
New Age '90s boot that cares about your feelings: think '70s muscle car 
instead. The TR3 is very stiff in flex and steong laterally. It cuts an explosive 
quick turn and will do a great deal more if you can work it. This boot was 
too stiff for our team— men or women— to bend in big bumps. Curiously, 
the testers liked the boot just as well on the Bans as they did on oui 
Rossis, though they felt that a slightiy softs flex would 
make the boot even more fun. $490 



HT Low volume, with a firm yet versatile 
race liner. Worth a try if you have a 
nanow foot or want a race fit. 
■81 fh: gate basher, aU-mtii. master, carvemeister 




The final steni 
CUSTOM FITTING 

You've avoided the 10 most common mistakes. You've ezpeiimoited 
with enough boots to know how a good fit le^. But stili you're not sat- 
isfied with the fit any boots you're tried. What con be done? Fct a 
rekitively small cost, a good boot fitter con often provide a soiutioa 

If s actually pretty rare to find a boot that fits p^ectly. Usually, 
totod comfort requires some modification to the boot. This can be 
something as simple as adding a small pad to the liner, or removing 
a bit of liner. A good fitter can make minor modifications to the boot 
liner and shell to create more or less room as the situation requires. 

Custom insoles, sometimes called orthotics, are a common cure 
for a variety of ailments. Custom insoles stabilize your feet in an opti- 
mum skiing position, and inaease comfort and warmth. Ten years 
ago custom insoles were relatively rare; today, they are almost ubiq- 
uitous. That* s because custom insoles feel so much better than stock 
ones. Several years ago, we ran a blind test in which skiers used a 
custom insole in one boot and a stock insole in the other. The stock 
insoles fared misercdily; one tester said they felt like a potato chip' 
compared to the custom insoles. 

Custom insoles come in many types. Experience has tau^t us 
that just about any type of inscde is an enormous improvement over 
a stock insole, and that a good fitter can make a sapeib insole 
regardless of type. Find a fitter you trust, and jAace your feet in bis 
or her hands. Cost should be in the $100-$ 150 range. 

A more drastic custom-fit ap^kn is a oi^m liner. If your exist- 
ing boot liner is packed out, broken down, causing cold feet or much 
pain, a custom liner can save the life your boots, 

Perhaps the least expensive and most widely availcdile custCHn 
liner is Thermoflex. Themioflex liners are also remarkably warm, 
These liners are available in two densities, high-peifomiance (HPD) 
and comfort (CPD); prices start at about $139 and $159, respective- 
ly. Zipfit injected silicoie liners, like Thermoflex liners, are rekitively 
easy to work with, and the silicone-injection process is rekitively 
quick. Prices start in the $200-$250 range. 

Injected foam liners form the most precise tit. In the 
Conform'able system, distributed by Rossignol, even the lin» toigue 
can be custom-foamed, which should practically guarantee you 
wont have to deal with shin bong or shin pain for years. Cost for a 
liner with a standard tongue starts at about $350, and a custom- 
foam tongue can add $120.— rick kahl 
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Kids are different. So is FREEZE. Kids will try anything. So will 
FREEZE. Kids aren't that interested in adult ski magazines. Neither is 
FREEZE. At $7-95 for a year suhscription, FREEZE is cheaper than new 
skis and will make your kids almost as happy. Our friendly operators 
are standing by to take your credit card or billing information. 

subscribe now. $7.95 for 1 year 

800.323.7070 
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Argon 7.5/Era 7.5 L 

The Aigon 7.5/Era 7.5 (men/women) is a smooth-cruising, breakthrough- 
to-carve boot. It's also a good bet for novices as a first purchase. 
"A nice, soft-flexing, round-turning boot that holds on 
edge well,' said one tester. "The flex mokes it 
easy to stay balanced.' It's not suited to complete 
beginners unless they are athleticcdly inclined. 
Beginners: If you participate in other active skill 
sports and have skied enough to know that you'd 
like to get better, this boot may be a good choice. It can 
get you up and going, teach you to carve, and then cheerfully 
cruise greens and blues all day. $350 

m Average in volume, and very versatile. 
Tends to nin a bit long in any given size. 
Ksr wi: contented intermediate, frustrated 
intermediate, beginner 



Cyber 9.9 SP S 2 



The top model in Sanmarco's Carve Series, the Cyber 9.9 covers 
a lot of performance bases. "Does nearly everything,' one of the 
men said. "The progressive Dex makes it perfect for less-than-ideal 
conditions. Carves like a dream.' With an overall medium Dex, it 
performs best on extreme super-sidecut skis. "Soft, but 
not at all mushy,' one tester said. "Holds a great 
edge on shaped skis. Well behaved, easy to steer." 
Our testers liked the boot's cpck, solid response in 
bumps and felt that both aspiiing mogul maniacs and 
some accomplished bumpers-espeaally those tuned into 
super-sidecuts-would like it. $490 

ht: Low to average volume. Soft foam in liner accommodates 
different shapes well . Good for nanower feet . Long mms- 

Ksi for: all-mtn. master, oarvemeister, shoi turns- 

hopeybumpster 




Tl-R 

This is the top model in Tecnica's new Innotec carving series. 
Our testers felt the R in the boot's name should be doubled— not 
for race but for rock and roll. They liked the boot best on super- 
sidecut skis, while dicing up crud and tackling mogul fields. One 
called it a "full-bore, all-mountain carving boot.' Slam it on edge, and it 
holds. Finesse it, and it holds even better, with an awesome feel for the 
edge. Our testers called the boot quick and responsive, and plenty 
stiff in forward flex. Lightweights may get throvm 
V\^k. bumps, but otherwise the TI-R provides 

' a reliable, predictable nde. $495 




Lor^ turns 
Short hims 
Bumps. 
Venotmty: 



Fm Average to high volume, similar to the 
rest of the TI series but with a firmer feel. 
Best for a slightly higher volume foot with 
slightly nanower than average heel. 
KST FOK all-mtn. master, carvemeister, smooth mover 



TI-8 




The TI-8 is a solid performer on the groomed and a good bet for not-quite^xperts who 
are moving into bumps and other challenging tenain. It has a medium-stilf forward 
flex that's smooth and progressive, combined with lateral support our testers 
called impressive. These attributes give the boot a strong measure of forgive- 
ness, as well as a definite size/speed limit. Finesse skiers of any size and 
almost-experts on their first super-sidecut ski will find all the boot they are 
likely to need. But aggressive, high-speed carvers over 180 pounds or so 

will probably want more boot. $445 



I 



Fin: Average to high volume, best for slightly 
higher volume foot with slightly narrower 
than average heel. Also available in men's 
HVL and women's LVL versions. 
Ksr fm: carvemeister, smooth nx5va, cffl-mtn. appentice 



Explosion 8 

This is a serious boot for strong expert skiers. (Yes, there's also 
an Explosion 10, but it's not for mortals.) The 8 is very responsive 
at speed, and it holds the snow, said one of the men, 
"like a cat." This is a very powerful, unforgiv- 
ing boot that vnll mow down crud and arc 
turns at any speed. Tme all-mountain experts 
will love it in bumps. The women cautioned that 
it's not a boot for the faint of heart. They also said 
that they'd happily race in it. The men were maybe too 
macho to say so. $645 

fik Average volume: quite roomy in the toe box and forefoot, snug in the 
heel and ankle. A good combination for many feet. Long nam- lo 
Bi Fw: all-mtn. master, carvemeister, gate basher sbm turns- lo 

Bumps: 9 

Venotllity: 9 y_ 




TI-6 

The TI-6 suits those who cmise groomed nins as well as skiers looking 
to break out of the intennediate mt. It has a definite preference lor 
long turns over short ones— the boot's medium forward flex lets 
you finesse a carved tum, but trying to jam quickies is more than it 
con handle. This boot is more than capable of getting a ski on 
edge and carving if you tell it what you want. It's also long on 
forgiveness: it responds to technically conect technique but 
won't punish you when you blow it. Just the ticket for 
skiers itching to move up to carved turns. $395 



Fn: Same profile as TI-8, above, minus liner optbns. 
KST FOK smooth mover, fnistrated intennediate, 
contented intennediate 



ExidJISlftlUMS 



The softest-flexing boot in Tecnica's 
Explosion group, the TNS is nonetheless a 
precise boot for expert skiers— and those who 
would be. Our testers gave it balanced scores for 
both short and long turns: it sets a strong edge in 
turns of any shape and in bumps. Ihose who 
prefer a softer-flexing boot that stfll has lively 
rebound and is rock soM underfoot vnU feel right at 
home in the TNS, as will physically smaller experts and those just 
ing into the expert ranks. Serious bump maniacs might want less 
forward movement. $535 

fit: Average volume: fits many feet well. Generous in the forefoot. 
I average to high in the instep, and snug in the heel. 
I Also available in LVL flow- volume liner) version. 
I KST FOK carvemeister, smoothmover, aU-mtn. master 




Longtunis: 9 
Sbattums: 9 



VaDatmty: 9 



A 



TI-4 

The TI-4 is a soft-Qexing, even-tempered boot that's a cmiser's delight. 
If you can move to the edge, there's enough juice in the TI-4's cuff to 
hold a carve. EspeciaUy on super-sidecut skis, you con carve long tums 
up to moderate speeds. But if you can't carve yet. not to wony: The 
boot wffl skid tums aU day long. Or you can just enjoy the nde down 
green or moderate blues. Our testers looked for. but couldn't find, 
any bad habits. This boot has a sflky, reassunng feel 
that doesn't make many demands on the skier. $345 



Long turns: 

Smoo^nMj 
FoigtveMfll 



FIT: Same profile as TI-8, above, minus liner options. 
KST Fwi: contented intermediate, fnistrated intemiediate 



ALL EQUIPMENT PNOTOSi BROOKS FREEHILL 
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Cant n. The lateral angle of 
attachmenl of the cuff to the : 
lower shell: the alignment of the 
cuff and shell. A cant adjust- 
ment allows the position of the 
cuff to be set to follow the 
angle of the leg for a good fit. \ 

Carving boot n. Design that 
often has softer forward flex, 
greater medial support, and/or 
other modifications compared ; 
to a classic overlap boot. 
Intended for use with big-side- 
cut skis. 

Central entry n. A boot 
design in which the cuff opens 
both to the front and back. \ 
allowing the foot to more easi- 
ly enter and exit the boot. 

Classic overlap n. A boot 
that has a two-part overlapping ; 
shell: a lower shell, which : 
wraps around the forefoot with 
overlapping flaps, and an upper 
shell (often called the cuff), i 
which is attached to the lower | 
and wraps around the ankle : 
and lower leg. ; 

Cufl n. The part of the shell ■ 
that surrounds the ankle and 
lower leg. j 

Easy-entry overlap n. A 

boot that's similar to a classic 
overlap, but easier to get 
into and out of: often accom- 
plished by means of a mullip- 
iece lower section in which 
one piece swings out of the 
way to permit entry and exit; , 
by using softer shell materials j 
at the inslep: or by allow- 
ing the cuff to swing back 
slightly, similar to a central- 
entry design. 



EVA n. Expanded Vinyl 
Acetate, a plastic foam that, 
when heated, conforms to spe- 
cific shapes and then retains 
them when cool. Used in some 
boot liners, where the skier's 
fool is the shape to which the 
heated foam conforms. j 

Focword-flex adjustment n. 

A mechanism that allows the 
skier to change a boot's stiff- 
ness, 

Forwoid^ean oc^ustment n. 

A mechanism that changes the 
stance of the boot, by increas- 
ing or decreasing the angle of 
the cuff relative to the front of 
the boot. This allows the skier 
to control both the amount of 
bending at the knees and the 
fore-aft distribution of weight, 
and to thus create a comfort- 
able, balanced stance. 

Function adjustments n. 

See forward-flex and forward- 
lean adjustment. 

Liner n. The soft, cushioned 
inner boot. 

Shell n. The rigid plastic outer 
boot. 

Traditional overlap n. See 

classic overlap. 

Walk mode n. A feature 
found in some boots that lets a 
skier change the cuff to an 
upright position to facilitate 
walking. 

Performance Terms 
Flex n. The resistance that a 
boot has to l)eing bent fore and 
aft. Generally, the stiffer the 



boot, the faster it responds to [ 
a skier's movements, and | 
the less tolerant it is of tech- 
nical errors. See forgiveness, 
quiclaiess. 

Forgiveness n. The extent to 
which the boot allows the skier j 
to make mistakes in technique 
without transmitting the inap- t 
propriate maneuvers to the ! 
skis. Generally, this is a func- 
tion of soft flex. Ant.: respon- 1 
slveness. quickness. 

Lateral support n. The 

degree to which the boot i 
resists bending side to side, j 
Also called "lateral flex." : 
Generally, the greater the lat- 
eral support, the more stable 
the boot feels at higher speeds | 
and In aggressive maneuvers. 

Progressive flex n. A pat- : 

tern of flex in which the flex 
becomes stiffer the more the 
boot is bent. Most skiers prefer 
a progressive flex, because the ; 
more energy they put in. the \ 
more the boot responds. ! 

Quickness n. The speed with 
which the boot causes the ski 

to react: related to flex, Syn.: t 

responsiveness. Ant.: forgive- ; 

ness. j 

Responsiveness n. See ' 

quickness. j 

Stability n. The degree to which 
the boot allows the skier to main- 
tain control of the arc of the turn 
in difficult or changing snow condi- '• 
j tions, or at higher speeds: related 
to lateral support. 

Stance n. The skier's position 
in the boot. A "centered I 



stance" or a "balanced stance" 
refers to a position in which 
the skier's weight is distrib- 
uted equally over the balls and 
heels of the feet, with the 
knees comfortably bent. 

Stiffness n. See flex. 

Fit Terms 

Arch n. The bottom of the mid- 
foot, where it curves up. The 
part of the sole that does not 
show up in a footprint. 

Calf size n. Two things deter- 
mine how a boot will fit the 
lower leg: the size of the calf 
muscle, and the point where 
the calf muscle attaches to the 
leg. If your calf attaches lower 
on the leg, look for a boot that 
fits a large calf or can be 
adjusted to fit a large calf. 

Forefoot n. The front of the 
foot, especially the widest part 
of the foot, or the "ball." 

Heel n. The back of the foot. 

Heel pocket n. The sculpted- 
oul area at the base of the back 
of the boot; the better defined 
the heel pocket, the more 
secure the fit. A snug fit at the 
instep and heel pocket will 
help keep the foot from sliding 
fore and aft. 

Instep n. The top of the mid- 
foot; the part of the foot above 
the arch. 

Lost n. The interior shape of 
either the shell or the liner. 

Toe box n. The very front of 
the boot liner or shell. 
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Buy your SKI BOOTS 
ANYWHERE ELSE and you 
might end up w/th one 

H EL L . 




Finding the right 
ski boots at most 
stores these days can 
be a bit maddening. 
That's why the ski 
boot craftsmen at 
Surefoot absolutely 
guarantee the best 
fitting, best perform- 
ing ski boots you'll 
ever buckle up. 
In fact, between 
our foot scanning 
computers, canting 
and alignment 
systems, and 
unmatched selection, 
the only screaming 
our customers do is 
down mountains. 



1-888-655-8110 
Park City 
Deer Valley 
Whistler 
Vail 
Aspen 
Snowmass 
Santa Monica 
lindabyne 
Steamboat 
Beaver Creek 
Keystone 
Sun Valley 
Toronto 
New York City 
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THE BOOT TEST CREW 

Tlu'i i' art' ihi ee i riiiciil criteria for becom- 
ing a inrmber of our elite boot lest team: 
the abiiily to articulate what you feel; the 
uiulerslaiKling of how real skiers ski: and. 
most important, the right size feet. All 
these traits do not often appear in one per- 
son, bul there are enough such iiulixiduals 
in the \ aii/Bea\er Creek ski schools for us 
to form our' I -'-mernher test squad. Overall 
the testers' credentials are impeccable: 
They've been skiing for almost as long as 
they've been walking: most tunc been 
instructors for at least a decade, sjx'nding 
more than 100 days a year on skis (some 
log as many as 25{) days): and all have 
once again proved themselves capable of 
skiing 1 5 runs a day for fi\ e days, wearing 
two different boots on each run. And the\ 
live to tell about it. 

Back row (left to right): JJ. Gemmell 
'M. 5'T. 125 lbs.: a fourth year tester 
from Royal Oak. Michigan. Jennifer 
Ralph 36. 5'7". 13") lbs.; a rookie tester 
from San Diego. California. Dawn 
Lynch 29. 5'4". 123 lbs.: a fourth year 
tester from Huntington Beach. California. 
Caroline Conneii 37. ~)'A'. 125 lbs.: a 
fourth year tester from Victoria. 
Australia. Middle row (left to right): 
Warren Scott 28. 5'0". 154 lbs.: a sec- 
ond year tester from New Zealand. Rick 
N6el 35. 185 lbs.: a second year 
tester from Kdmonlon. Alberta. Bryan 
Hogg 37. 5' 10". 180 lbs.: a third year 
tester from Dundee. Scotland. Bruce 
iWark 31. 51 1". 160 lbs.: a third year 
tester from Lake Placid. New York. Chris 
Meyer 38. 5'1 1". 150 lbs.: a third year 
tester from Huntington Beach. California. 
Kevin Kaneda 34. 5'0~. 165 lbs.: a 
third year tester from Tahoe City. 
California. Front row: Pam iHeione 34. 
5'4". 140 lbs.: a second >ear tester from 
Weston. Massachusetts. Tamara Sale 
27. 5'8". 140 lbs.: a rookie tester from 
Aurora. Oregon. — i_d. 
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Tou can never change just one 
thing,' a wise fonner editor d this 
magcBine was fond of saying, his words 

ccme back to us as we pondered whether the tried- 
and-bue boot designs of the past could handle the 
new super-sktecuts and hypercaivers. Would these 

new slds require a new type o< footwear? 

To find out. we reformulated our boot lest 
procedure. We had our testers use two 
entirely different types of skis, as opposed to 
having them ski on a single standard model, 
as we'd done for the previous 15 years. 

We did so reluctantly at first. We 
learned a long lime ago that to t«sl boots 
properly, you have to keep as many things 
constant as possible. So we had developed 
a routine: Give all testers the same model 
ski. identically tuned, mountfid with the 
same binding. Equip each tester with the 
same brand and type of footbed. If they 
have the same ski. binding, and insole 
underfoot, any performance differences 
they notice between boot models should be 
due to the boots and not anything else. 

But the ski world is changing fast. There's 
no such thing as a "standard" ski anymore, 
not with skiers using everything from hyper- 
carvers to old-fashioned slalom skis. 

So we modified our MO. We used one 
mainstream ski (the Rossignol Mtn. Viper 
Cut 9.9 Dualtec), and one hypercarving ski 
(the Elan SC.X). The Cut 9.9 represents the 
kind of ski many of you are likely to use. The 
sex represents the cutting edge of hyper- 
carving skis — it's about as far out on the 
super-sidecut curve as you can get. 

Then we modified our testers. Elite 
skiers all. they are full-timers with the 
Vail/Beaver Creek ski schools. But they had 
varying degrees of experience with super- 
sidecut (not to mention hypercarving) skis. 
So Elan loaned us Bill Irwin, the head of its 
skier education program, a man who earns 
his living instructing instructors in the art 



of hypercarving. He spent a day with our 
testers making sure that they could all lay 
down a mean carve. 

And then we ran our test boots through 
more hoops than usual. Carving boots on 
the mainstream Rossis; noncarving boots 
on the hypercarving Elans: noncarving 
boots on the Rossis: carving boots on the 
Elans. Which was which, which fit where? 
We learned a lot. (It's all in the reviews.) 

We couldn't have pulled off this ambi- 
tious project without a lot of support. P'or the 
fifth year. Vail Associates provided us with 
the finest site for equipment testing that 
we've ever had. Vail s Steve Lorton master- 
minded the logistics required to transport 
our mountain of test equipment and supplies 
to the top of his 1 1 ,000-foot mountain. 

Rossignol, Elan, and T^rolia provided us 
with test skis and bindings. In an exemplary 
spirit of cooperation, they put aside their 
competitive differences and allowed us to 
mix and match equipment so that our test 
ran smoothly — and impartially. Fila provid- 
ed the spiffy' jackets you see in the photo. 

We couldn't have run as sound a test 
without the help of our boot experts and fit- 
ters: Surefoot Sport principals Russ Shay and 
Barry Woods, plus Hobbs Allison and the rest 
of the staff at Surefoot Vail. They collected 
the fit data, made custom insoles, solved fit 
problems, and otherwise helped keep the lest 
running at full steam. ArchCrafters supplied 
our custom insoles, and Air Dry's racks kept 
our boots organized as well as dry. 

Further valuable assistance came from 
Mill Creek Sports technicians Dirk Johnson 
and Eric Hall, our ski tuner and binding 
mechanic, respectively. Hypercarving pio- 
neer Geoff Bruce advised us on the stale of | 
carving boots. The Vail Village Inn and The 8 
Willows provided nightly shelter. To all. our - 
sincere thanks and appreciation. ^ 

Lastly, thanks to the makers of "Brick 0' t 
Dogs," whoever you are, for the tasty, though | 
high-fat, tube steaks that made our | 
lunchtime barbecues so memorable. ^ ' 

OCTOBER 1997 SKII!\« Cj^^ 



BY CLIFF MEADER 



jjjjj dl^ijJ:jujJ£j i, 

If you think that changes in the 
ski and boot world are fast 
approaching information over- 
load, here's some more bad 

news: Bindings are changing quickly, 
too, This is deHnitely not the time to 
pause on the way to the cash register 
and think, "Duh. I need bindings. 
Quick— whatcha got?" 

The options available from binding 
makers this year go wide and deep, and 
are more comprehensive than ever, And 
also more legitimate. Because binding 
companies are marching to the super- 
sidecut beat, you can expect to hear 
quite a bit about carving suitability il you 
spend time researching a binding pur- 
chase. But the backbeat ol bindings is 
still reliable release, with recumng rilfs of 
enhanced ski performance. 

Performance enhancement remains a 
strong theme in bindings. Think "edge" 
here. Skis carve, after all, on their edges. 
Marker, Salomon, Tyrolia, and Ess have 
all been touting models with interactive 
performance features— features that 
skiers con control. They allow skiers 
to fine-hme the binding's effect on ski 
flex, which in turn has a big impact on 

] 
i 

t 
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edging. If control over flex and edging is 
a good thing on traditional skis, the 
thinking goes, it will be even more true 
on super-sidecuts. Binding companies 
are hitting this hard. 

For the same performance reasons, 
lifters and dampeners ore also generat- 
ing renewed interest and excitement. 
Lifters increase edging power, and 
vibration dampeners make the ski mn 
more quietly on the snow. Lifters also 
provide the height desired by hyper- 
carvers to keep their boots away from 
the snow. They come as stock features 
on many more models this year and 
are also available as aftermarket items 
from both binding companies and spe- 
cialty suppliers, (For more on lifters, 
see "An Uplifting Experience," Skiing, 
September 1997.) 

There's lots of new release technology 
this year, too. Marker's new Logic'' 
release-enhancement system may help 
your knees stay healthy, the company 
says. It's available on several models. 
Salomon's Spheric enhanced-release 
models, new last year, were also 
designed with knee protection in 
mind. Seven new models have Spheric 
technology this year. 



AFDs— antifriction devices, those little 
boot-sole rests that are so important to 
reliable binding release— are also in the 
news. Controlling the friction that builds 
up between boot and binding during 
complex forward falls has been the foun- 
dation of modern release bindings. The 
more effectively AFDs function, the more 
reliably the binding can release. 

The most visually striking new AFD is 
Tyrolia's ABS (Anti-Blocking System), 
used on the company's Racing models. 
With ABS, the boot toe rests on a continu- 
ous band, which itself rests on low-fric- 
tion Teflon; Uie bond moves with the boot 
during release. Look and Rossignol both 
have new AFDs Uiot both companies soy 
have worked more effectively in labora- 
tory tests than any other s^^ems they 
have produced. 

Feeling information overload already? 
The following reviews sort through the 
hype and present the key feohues of each 
line, along with the models we consider 
most noteworthy. But it's hard to make a 
bad choice; over the past 25 years, lab 
tests have shown, each new aop of 
bindings has performed mc^e effectively 
than the previous group. Bindings today 
are better than ever. 



OCTOBKK 19il7 SKII\U (I^> 



ESS 

ESS was the first to introduce interactive perfor- 
mance^nhancement technology. Its VAR 
system, which allows the skier to reposition 
the binding forward and back on the ski with- 
out making any binding-to-boot adjustments, 
has been an important feature of the ESS line 
since its introduction. Repositioning the binding 
on the ski changes the location of the boot 
relative to the ski's waist, which affects the 
way the ski perfomis. The entire binding is 
teed to a metal band that rides in a track, and 
this helps enhance ski flex, according to ESS. 

ESS offers three lifters as standard equipment 
with certain models; these are also available 
separately. They offer lifts of 10, 17, and 20 
millimeters. And they are not cheap; The 20- 
mm Super Powerflex lifter sports a suggested 
retail price of $349, which includes a brake with 
longer anns, essential with this much added 
height. Coupled with the company's Race 1018 
(DIN 10-18) binding, it has a stratospheric 
suggested retail of $649. 



What to look ffor 

ESS has three binding families: Race. 
ESSmalic. and ESStatix. Only the Race 
and ESSmalic groups have the VAR fea- 
ture, which, unless you are shopping for a 
value-priced binding, you'll want. The 
Race line allows you to select from more 
and closer-spaced positions (5 mm versus 
7) than on the ESSMalic: the ESSmalic toe 
allows you to choose between four levels 
of upward release. Our picks: 

RKe/310P(DIN^10)$299 

You get all the features, a sane DIN 
range, and 10 millimeters of lift. Upping 
the lift to 20 millimeters adds $200. 
Raise the ante on the adjustment scale 
only if you really need to; the Race 614 
(DIN 6-14) is $349 with a 10-millimeter 
lift. $599 with 20 millimeters. 

ESSmoUc 310 P (DIN 3-10) $299 

Full-featured, with 10 millimeters of 
lift, badda-bing. badda-boom. And again, 
it has the proper DIN range for most skiers. 
If you think that you are going to be 
really particular about your position on the 
ski (i.e.. more particular than two millime- 
ters, which is about a quarter inch), move 



up to the Race line. The ESSmalic 512 P. 
with the same lift but a DIN range of 5-12. 
will put you back $329. 

LOOK 

Look's turntables made the company famous, 
and though they have been updated over the 
years, they are unchanged this season. Part of 
the turntable story has always been enhanced 
ski flex, whk:h is still up-todote. Adding the 
turntable models' AST (Active Suspension 
Tuning) switch to the 3DE toe, as well as lateral 
boot holders at the heel, provides a more 
precise boot-ski coupling and improved edge 
control. Ditto for racing lifters. 

Look's new TX step-in heel requires very 
little effort for boot entry and exit. It retains 
Looks tradition of high elastic travel, ^^*ich 
helps prevent premature release. And the new 
Active toepiece incoiporates the new Radius 
AFD. a high-tech stainless steel and Teflon 
mechanism that is Look's most effective under- 
foot release^nhancement device ever, the 



company says. Combine these with the new 
MaxFlex lifter and flex, enhancer and damp- 
ener plate (the heel is slightly higher than the 
toe, to keep you heading forward) on the TX 8 
and TX 7 MaxFlex models, and you have the 
complete Look ski-enhancement and carving- 
conpotible package. 



Look models are organized into three 
families: Turntable. T.X. and ihe value- 
priced XR. The Turntable models are 
much easier to use than they were in 
the past but still are not as convenient 
as push-to-cock step-ins. Less tradition- 
bound skiers are probably better off 
with the TX collection and its new 
release-enhancement toes and easy-lo- 
use step-in heels. These bindings also 
have a flex story. Our picks: 

n(Mech(DlN 4-13) $295 

This one has all the benefits: It has the 
turntable design, the AST adjustment, 
composite construction, and plenty of 
adjustment range. The TT 9 RL. at $325. 
has (heavier) metal construction and 
more lift, with a still-realistic DIN range 
of 6-15. 



TC 7 MdxFlex (DIN 3.5-10) $270 

The complete package: new AFD. new 
Active toe. and lifter. The TX 8 MaxFlex is 
tempting at $70 more (DIN 4.5-12.5, 
$340) with AST. But we prefer to pocket 
the difference. Those who don't buy into 
the lifter and flex story can get a deal 
with the stock TX 7 (DIN 3.5-10, $215). 

Marker 

Marker's line has changed extensively. The new 
Logic' release technology is the biggest release 
stcay, but, equally important, Marker's perfor- 
mance characteristics extend way down the line 
prioe-wise. 

All Logic' models have the new Kometric toe. 
The landings were designed with the elusive goal 
of inaeased protection for the knee. When the 
Bbmetric toe senses a backward, twisting fall, it 
allows the skier's boot to move rcpdly ipvard, 
reducing stress loads on the knee ligamaits. 
Some Bbmetric toes also have a Comshock 
PistCHi, a Huid-filled cylinda that works in axi- 
jundiai with the toe's release spmg to help 
cfcsorb high-impact loads la more reM)le retai- 
tion, as well as a viscoelastic Viixation Filter. The 
Biometric toe is so technotogy-packed that we 
oon't do justice to it here. In short, it provides even 
better multidirection release capabilities than the 
olda, but still relatively sofiiistioated, Twincam 
line. All Marker toepieces have the conpmys 
mechanioal Gliding AFD, vrtiich moves wifli the 
boot during release to help fight frictk)n. 

Marker s Selective Control (lifter, dampener, 
and flex enhancer) has a three-pjosition svrttch 
that allows the skier to fine-tune damping and 
ski flex to suit varied snow conditions. A Turbo 
version rides under the new Logic' bindings: a 
slightly detuned SC2 configuration appears 
elsewhere in the line, as does the EPS3 (Edge 
Pressure System) lifter or slightly lower-tech EPS. 
Even most valueoriented V-Tech models have 
some sort of perlormanceenhancement device. 

What to look ffor 

Marker's line comprises three broad fam- 
ilies with mixed, matched, or stand-alone 
passive and interactive performance 
enhancements. The new Logic' models 
are available in several configurations: 
with Turbo Selective Control or Selective 
Control: with EPS3 or EPS: with or with- 
out the retention-enhancing Comshock 
Piston: and with step-in or turntable 
heels. Marker's older Twincam toe models 
are available with SC2 or EPS perfor- 
mance enhancers and step-in heels. The V- 



The options available from binding makers this 
year go mrlde and deep* and are more compre- 
hensive than ever. And also more legitimate. 
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WIN 

A TRIP TO 



[Austria. Holiday 
""Break Away. ^ ^| 

and Equipment Package 




Ski Vacation for two 

includes: roundtrip airfare, 
breakfast and dinner in a 
hotel in Lech am Arlberg 
for 7 days/6 nights, 
Arlberg ski pass for 6 days, 
transfer fronn Zurich to Lech 
with the Arlberg Express. 

Valid from: Nov. 29 - Dec. 24,1997, 

Jan. 10 - Feb. 7, 1998; April 21 - April 26, 1998 



FOR MORE INFO: 



GO TO SKINET HOME PAGE FOR 
AUSTRIA TOURISM ON-LINE 




www.skinet.com 
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ARLBERG 

No Purctiase necessary, enter as often as you like Each entry must b« mailed sep- 
aratsly and reCe^vM by Oclotier 3tst. 1997 Enter Dy mailing your name and address 
b AuMai NMIoml Tounsl Office Soeepslakes. PO. Box lOaa-se. Millourn. NJ 
07041. Wnnan will Im selecled m a random drawing from all eligitiJe entres Odds 
ol winning deDend on the numl)er of eligit)le entries received. Ttw sponsor Austrian 
Natonal Tourist Office. New York. NY is not responsible for lost Ma, liegMt or mis- 
dtfected mail. EUGIBIUTY: Open to legal residents of ttie United SMtS NtW are 21 
imars of age of older at bme of entry. Emptoyees and immedtata family members of 
Aualrlan Nainul Ottlea. nMK MtRIMR lUSUWES. and 
panlaa ara not allglHa: SWEEPSTAKES VOiO WHERE PROHieiTB) BY LAW AND IS 
SUejECT TO AU. FEOERAL. STATE AND LOCAL LAWS. mrt. One (1) (kand Priie 
Winner A Inp lor tMfO <2) paopta Including breakfast and dinner in Ledi am Arlb«f g 
for seven days/six nlfl|lls,Al1barB ski pass lor 6 days, roundtrip airfare from any U.S. 
City 10 Austria and ground transfer from Zundi to Lech, winners must be able to 

naval on Nov 29 - Oac 24. 1997. Jan to - Feb 7, 1996. Of A«nl 21 - April 26. 1998 

or MM automalicaly be ineligible for prize. (Approximate lalail value: S3.590) One 
(1) Second Prize Winner: equipment package of skis, boots, btndmgs (approximate 
retail value S775I Pnze winners will be selected on or aboul November 3rd. 1997, 
Prizes are not pansferable or redeemable lor cash. No substitution of prizes is per- 
mitted Taxes. If any. are ITk sole responsibility of die winners. By entering each 
anirant accapis and agrees to be bound by these rules and die deciston of Hie aide- 
pondant ludgaig organization is hnai and binding WINNER wHI ba farjuirad ai sign 
BnAffidavflofEligibiBty and Liability Release within ISdaysof Via random drawing 
10 be officially declared lha winner and tharefore bo eiigillla to win dw prize, failure 
to comply with this provision wtt raauN in disqiialification and saledion of an alter- 
nate winner Winner agrees to the use of dwir name and tfieir likeness in any pro- 
mobonal activities related to this promotion without any additional compensation 
unless otherwise prohibited by taw. Sponsor is not responsible for acts of God or 
events beyond it's control that affect siiling weattier etc. WINNERS LIST: To receive 
a winners list available aher November 30th. 1997. send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Austrian National Tourist Office Sweepstakes Winners List PO. Box 
1040-58. Mlllbum NJ 07041 



Tech value-oriented models come with 
Selective Control or EPS lifters, or with no 
enhancer at all. Our picks: 

Logic' M9.1 CP Turbo SC Tttanlum (DIN 4-12) $395 

Three CP (Comshock Piston) Turbo SC 
versions are available, all priced at $395. 
The two Racing models have higher 
DIN ranges, but even for free, we don't 
need the higher settings. If we had to lose 
the SC and CP enhancements to stay 
within a budget, we'd opt for the Logic' M 
8.1 EPS3 Graphite or EPS Graphite 
($295 or $275, respectively, both DIN 
4-12). But we'd rather eat pasta for a 
week and spring for the top-shelf CP 
Turbo Titanium. 

M31 SC2 (DIN 3-10) $260 

This Twincam model is probably the 

best deal on interactive performance 
enhancement. We get second-generation 
SC2 Selective Control and a proven 
Twincam toe design. For the same price 
we could gel the more macho-looking 
M41 EPS (DIN 3-11), but we prefer the 
interactive SC. At $310, the interactive 
M41 SC2 is also tempting, but the differ- 
ence between the M31 and M41 is slight. 

M29V EPS (DIN 3-10) $195 

At this price, EPS is the smart choice. 
The M29V EPS is just $15 more than the 
M28V (DIN 2.5-9.5, $180). which has no 
enhancements at all. We'd rather skip 
one on-mountain lunch and get EPS. 

ROSSIGNOL 

Rossignol has release- and performance- 
enhancement news. Its state-of-the<[rt series of 
FT bindings use a 180-degree-release Axitech 
toe and step-in heel, with what Rossi calls 
Torsion Bars (toe) and Torsion Locks (heel) to 
reduce boot movement in the binding and 
thus improve ski control. Think carving and 
edging. Release enhancements include a new 
Glider AFD, employed throughout the adult 
line, It provides what Rossignol calls its most 
reliable release yet, based on laboratory tests. 
The FK'S turntable collection is updated with 
the Axitech toe and AFD technology, and the 
Stepmatlc FD 70 has new toe rollers to aid con- 
sistent release. Other enhancements include 
stock or Race Plate lifters on FK'S models; lifters 
for FT bindings; and the Cut Plate series, all 
with— naturally— the Plate, Rossi's angled 
dampener, flex enhancer, and lifter. 



What to look for 

Rossignol's bindings are grouped in four 
families. The FK'S Axial Pivot turntable 
systems are the company's flagship mod- 
els and have the traditional turntable ski- 
flex story: The mounting screws for toe 
and heel are relatively close together, 
minimizing the binding's effect on ski flex. 
The FT step-ins have Rossignol's latest 
release technology and tightest ski-boot 
link. The Cut Plate collection, aimed 
at the carving market, contains a mix 
of new FT and existing technology. The 
Stepmatic bindings are plain-vanilla, low- 
price models. Our picks: 

FICS (DIN 3.5-10) $260 

We want a turntable, but we don't need 
the extra-high DIN settings of the FK'S 
Course ($315). The FK'S Composite 
($290) has lighter weight, an aerospace 
image, and a reasonable DIN range 
(4-12). Still, at $260, the stock FK'S 
binding makes good, practical sense. 

FTIOO Plate (DIN 3-10) $265 

The FT 100 Plate has all the new release 
and binding-to-boot coupling enhance- 
ments as well as an advanced lifter. At a 
premium of $35 compared with the less- 
advanced FD Plate, it's still a better deal. 
The FT 110 Cut (DIN 3.5-11, $275) 
is templing, but its lifter is less sophisti- 
cated. Moving up to the FT 120 Plate 
(DIN 4-12, $315) adds $50. Stay with 
the FT 100 unless you need the higher 
DIN range. 

Stepmatic FD 70 (DIN 3-10) $195 

At $20 more than the FD 60, but with 
belter friction-fighting toe technology, the 
FD 70 looks like the smart choice. 

SALOMON 

Salomon's line expands both its ski and release 
perfomnance enhancements this year. The 
Spheric system was designed with the knee in 
mind. It's a mechanical AFD that's especially 
responsive to high loads in extreme forward- 
rolling falls. This technology is now more wklely 
available throughout the line. Other release- 
enhancement options include the Quadrax 
upward-releasing toe and various levels of twist- 
release enhancement throughout. 

Pulse, as in Propulse, is the oonpany's lead 
interactive ski perfornmce-enhcmcement sys- 
tem, although other enhancement-oriented 
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Aspen / Snowmoss / Veil / Deover Creek / Winter Pork 
Steamboat / Telluride / Crested Butte / Dreckenridge 
Copper Mountain / Keystone / Purgatory / Jackson Hole 
Dig Sky / Heavenly / Lake Tohoe / Whistler / Banff 
Lake Louise / Taos / Pork City / Snowbird 
Deer Valley / Sun Valley 

Arrange your booking through Aspen Ski Tours and A CT^T^T^IVT 

we will give you special reduced round-rrip airfares C^/xC^JT XZ/XN ^ 

on United, Annerican, Northwest, Frontier and Air ^"^SKI TOURS 
Conado as well as the best value on lodging and lift 
packages. All arrangements con be tailored to fit 
your specific needs. 

''Specialist^ jalbe Bpckies" 

Coll today for all-inclusive ski pockoges ^\ ^#^1 

or for our 64-poge color brochure. ^J^J^J^^^ J^^^^ ^m^J^^ 




300 5. SPRING ST. • ASPEN COLORADO 81611 • 970-925-9500 • FAX 970-925-6505 • ogenrs@skltours.corTi 
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features abound as well. Propulse is Med as a 
■power an^^r,' storing energy that builds up 
during a turn ar>d then returning it to the ski's 
edge as the turn finishes, for stronger overall edge 
hold. Propulse also acts as a lifta and dan^ener. 
Salomon touts its entire collection of sld perfor- 
mance enhancers as e^jedolly ORXopnate for 
super-sidecut skis. 



Salomon bindings reside in three fami- 
lies. In the Pulse Performance group, you 
can gel all of the highest-tech ski- 
enhancement features (the single- and 
more powerful double-arm Propulse 
mechanism) and all the latest release- 
enhancement features (Spheric and 
Ouadrax). but not in any one binding. You 
have to decide between gelling both 
release features and the single-arm 
Propulse. or the double-arm Propulse 
and Spheric but not Quadrax. In the 
Spheric Performance group, you again 
make your choices based on ski- 
enhancement and release-enhancement 
combinations. There are various lifter 
options among the models, too. In the 
seven-model Spheric Sport collection, 
there are different trade-offs. All Sports 
have the Spheric AFD: you choose 
between a non-upward-releasing, perfor- 
mance-oriented toe or three models with 
Ouadrax toes. Both choices come with 
lifter and nonllfter options. Our picks: 

SP 900 Equipe Mum (DIN 4-12) $395 

Among Pulse models, we opt for the high- 
tech Alium housing and double-arm 
Propulse. The Equipe is ihe same price as 
the Equipe Alium. but has a higher 6-14 
DIN range lhal most of us don't need. The 
single-arm SP 850 is $75 less at $320. 
and the SP 800. with the Ouadrax loe. is 
templing al $145 less (DIN 3.5-10. 
$245). But we're thinking performance 
and speed here, not release and budget. 

S 900 Catbon Drive Plus (DIN 4-12} $300 

We want ihe Drive Plus lifter, because 
we're still thinking performance. What 
are the options? The 900 Equipe with 
the Drive Plus (DIN 6-14. $330) has a 
higher release range than we need. The 
S 900 Equipe Alium with the Drive Plus 
lifter is pretty attractive at $315. Bui 
the S 900 Carbon Drive Plus is less 
expensive still. 
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PACKAGES EVCLUDE: 

• Round-trip air (except U.S. & Canada) • Transfers 
(except U.S.) • Hotei-7 nights Europe / 5 nights 
Rockies • Ski passes (in Italy via Alitalia and the U.S. 
& Canada) • Breakfast daily (except U.S. & Canada) 
• Docunnent wallet and luggage tags 
• Hotel taxes & service charges • PLUS... 

\ K HOSTS at select resorts in Italy. 

\\ ✓ HOTEL ALLOTMEWT ; INSTANT 
\ CONFIRMATION AT MOST HOTELS. 

0 tl FIU:E for « P.UIh When 6 travel together. 
/ \ 1 receives free land arrangements at select resorts. 



TOURS TO: ltaly»Charming Vlllas»Spain»Portugal»Morocco»Greece»Turkey»Club Valtur 



G Central Holidays 

For free Central Holidays' brochures, call 24 hours: 800-611-1139 
For reservations, see your travel agent or call: 800-935-5000 ext. 200 
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West Coast agents, call: 800-248-9378 

e-mail address: ski©centralh.com 
website: www.centralholidays.com 
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ier's Online Resource 




Daily snow reports 
from 500 areas around 
the world. 



Customized resort 
finder, travel deals, 
destination news, and 
ski area reviews. 



Skiers post tidbits on 
gear, travel, and tfieir 
downtiill experiences. 




Late-breaking news from 
the world of skiing, with 
complete coverage of the 
Olympics and the World Cup. 



Interactive ski and boot 
finder, product reviews, and 
the latest on innovations. 



Expert advice for all 
abilities, personalized tips, 
and ranking of instructors. 



Sli^U, from the editors of SKI and Skiing ^ 
magazines, can be found on America Online 'A12m£^ 
using the keyword "skinet." (/^ntmk: 
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S 800 Drive Plus (DIN 3.5-10) $210 

In the Spheric Sport group, we want the 
Ouadrax upward release. The Quadrax 
600 lists at $180: the S 700 with the 
Ouadrax loe at $190. Since the Drive 
Plus has an aftermarkel suggested retail 
of $30. we're getting it for practically 
nothing with Ihe S 800. 

TYROLIA 

Tyrolia s big gun for ski perlormance enhance- 
ment is the new interactive Power Select 9 
model in its Racing collection. The Power Select 
system is integral to the FreeFlex bridge and 
lifter, and it has three settings. At the neutral set- 
ting it has minimal effect on ski flex. The "turn' 
setting concentrates edge pressure at the waist 
and is intended for soft snow. The "grip" setting 
helps to concentrate fxessure at the tip and toil 
for better edge gnp. The FreeFlex txidge by itself 
is a passive perfonnance enhancer; models with 
FreeFlex pemiit the ski to flex more freely than 
traditional step-in bindings. A Cyber FreeFlex 
lifter-enhancer is used in the three-model Cyber 
Carve group. 

With the new ABS (Anti-Blocking System) 
AFD, the boot scde rests on what kx^ like a 



miniature tank track— a continuous polymer 
band that rotates around a Teflon base. The 
design makes the ABS nearly bombproof, 
according to Tyroba. Eight models come with 
the feature. 

Also new is fee life upward-release toe, with 
Diagonal Control— the company's signature 
release-enhancement technology, first featured 
on the company's heelpieces. 

What to look for 

The three Racing bindings all have the 
FreeFlex. which is a bridge-lifter and 
flex-enhancer. And the Power Select 9 
has the interactive three-position 
enhancer. The three models in the Carve 
collection, touted as super-sidecul bind- 
ing models, all have the FreeFlex. The 
lop model in the line, the Cyber D9. has 
the Diagonal Control toe and Diagonal 
heel found on the bindings in the Racing 
family, plus ABS. The Cyber 8 and Cyber 
6 have the new Lite upward-releasing 
toe and simple step-in heel: the 8 also 
has ABS. Performance series models 
range from feature loaded to value 
priced: The TD 9 has a Power Drive lift. 



Diagonal heel. Diagonal Control upward- 
releasing loe. and ABS. Lower-priced 
models subtract an Increasing number of 
features, down to the plain-vanilla TD 5. 
Our picks: 

Power Select 9 (DIN 5-15) $390 

In the Racing series, we want the Power 
Select feature, which makes the 9 the 
only game in town. 

C^D9 (DIN 4-12) $290 

The ABS is trick — we gotta have it. In the 
Carve series, the Cyber 8 ($250) has 
ABS. but no Diagonal heel. We ll lake the 
D9s complete release and ski-perfor- 
mance package so we re ready to do some 
serious trench digging. 

TD 8 (DIN 3-10) $195 

We like the 8 s Lite loe. plus ABS. lift, and 
Diagonal heel. The TD 9 has almost the 
same package — ABS. lift. Diagonal 
heel — but has a heftier toe and is priced 
at $210. The 8 is a great deal: in the 
Carve series, it costs nearly $100 more 
to get ABS and a Diagonal heel. 5 
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i\ Irnil where llic powder sets 
you free. I'ul yoursell in ^lonlana. 



Montana 



SIMPLY BETTER SKIING 



To explore Montana's uncrowded slopes, call 800-VISIT-MT 
(847-4868), ext. 787, or find us at http://travel.int.gov on the weh 

Powder-busting in Montana 
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\^ leaping under crisp cotton sheets and a cozy down comforter. 
Waking to the smell of pancakes and fresh coffee. Lingering 
In a breakfast rnom filled with antiques and a friendly Lab 
hoping for a handout. 

Once upon a lime, that rela.xed scene was a standard preslope rit- 
ual, and a country inn was the accommodation of choice in ski coun- 
try. Then, in the 
early '80s. con- 
domanla hit. and 
most skiers trad- 
ed quaint and 
comfj for the con- 
venience of ski- 
in/skl-out. 

But they gave 
up a few things in 
the process. As 
an owner-o[)era- 
tor. your innkeep- 
er will give you 
the kind of one- 
of-the-family 
treatment that 
you just don't get 
at the Motel 6. 
And your fellow 
innmates can 
provide you not 
only with cama- 
raderie, but also valuable Intelligence on trail conditions and lift traffic at 
the neighlwrhood resort. 

Smart Eastern skiers know that finding the right bed and breakfast 
is also a great way to sleep cheap. While prices at some of the more 
ritzy B&Bs can top S400 a night, we've zeroed in on more down-to- 
earth accommodations — every place on our list has rooms for less 
than $100 a night, often including breakfast for two. And remember, 
this is a sampler, so if there are no vacancies at the inns on our list, 
ask for another recommendation in the area. Vou have nothing to lose 
but vour condo kev. 



FIVE QUAINT, COZY, AND 
DOWNRIGHT CHEAP PLACES 
TO SLEEP IN SKI COUNTRY. 

BY ISEULT DEVLIN 




Just down the road from Jackson's covered 
bridge, the Wildcat Inn features charming 
rooms and wicked good food 



WILDCAT INN & TAVERN, JACKSON VILUGE, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE; NEAR ATTITASH BEAR PEAK 
AND WILDCAT 

If you're into mixing a little cross-country ski- 
ing with your downhill \acation. the W ildcat 
inn & Tavern is just the ticket. Located across 
the road from the Jackson Touring Center — in 
the almost-too-quaint-to-be-lruc town of 
Jackson — the inn is about 10 miles from 
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Wildcat and five miles from Attitash 
Bear Peak. A narrow staircase leads to 
the guest rooms and suites, each deco- 
rated in a different motif and recently 
updated with telephones and cable T\'. 
The 14 rooms (and a cottage) feature 
mix-and-match antiques, floral wallpa- 
per, and hand-stitched quilts. And the 
rooms are as livable as they are charm- 
ing: Room 4 has a living room area with 
a queen-sized, pullout sofa, while Room 
2 has a pullout love seat and double bed 
with a sitting room. The inn welcomes 
families, too. and provides 
roll-in baby cots. 

The Wildcat Tavern is 
the place to go for live 
apres-ski entertainment 
and warm fires. The 
restaurant downstairs — 
call it creative country cui- 
sine — is a cut above nor- 
mal ski-town fare. Check 
out the sauteed shrimp 
with artichoke hearts, sun- 
dried tomatoes, and fresh 
basil over linguine. The full 
breakfast — included in the 
price — is also imaginative: 
fresh-baked pear coffee 
cake and Birchemueslie (a 
Swiss chilled oatmeal with 
fresh fruit and whipped 
cream) sit beside pancakes 
and waffles. (Rte. I6A. 
Jackson Village: 800-228- 
4245: $82-$98— for dinner add $25 
per person.) 

MADRIGAL INN, CHESTER, VERMONT; 
NEAR ASCUTNEY, BROMLEY, OKEMO, 
AND MAGIC MOUNTAIN 

The Madrigal Inn is a great choice for 
a romantic getaway. Although not 
slopeside. for skiers driving to 
Vermont late on a Friday night, it 
offers easy access off Interstate 91. 
And innkeepers Ray and Nancy 
Dressier invite guests to stop back 
after skiing on Sunday for a quick 
shower and light refreshment before 
hitting the road. From the outside, the 
Madrigal Inn looks like an old Vermont 



barn with a lillle updating. But — sur- 
prise — it's not: Actually built in 1992. 
it retains the flavor of a grand old inn 
while the post-and-beam construction 
offers a clean, airy feeling, with plenty 
of open space for lounging around. 

All 1 1 luxurious rooms ha\e private 
bathrooms, individual thermostats, and 
intriguing English- or Scottish-theme 
names like St. Andrews and Pennan 
Ayr. Shaker-style furniture, four-poster 
beds, and modern fixtures are stan- 
dard, and manv rooms feature views of 



BUCK UNTERN INN, MONTGOMERY 
VILUGE, VERMONT; NEAR JAY PEAK 

In Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, 
there's not much to do besides ski at 
Jay Peak and relax afterward in your 
home away from home. But this escape 
factor is one of the area's greatest 
appeals, and the folks at The Black 
Lantern Inn have unwinding after ski- 
ing down to a science. Take off your 
boots and relax with a drink in the cozy 
bar or in the sitting room with a wood- 
burning fireplace. Later, dine by can- 




the property's 60-acre winter-wonder- 
land landscape. And. if you're up to it. 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing 
are available. On the downhill front, 
Ascutney, Okemo. Bromley, and .Magic 
are all within a half-hour's drive. 

After skiing, you can unwind by the 
fireplace with a glass of wine or 
dessert. Light dinner fare is also avail- 
able on Fridays and Saturdays, and the 
Dresslers often go the extra mile and 
host an evening of chamber music. 
Breakfast is a full country meal with 
homemade muffins and French toast 
with, what else, \ermont maple syrup. 
(61 Williams River Rd.. Chester: 800- 
854-2208: S90.) 



Once a haunt for traveling salesmen, the 
Black Lantern Inn is just the place for a 
great escape. 



dielight and enjoy exquisite starters 
like crabmeal-stuffed mushrooms, fol- 
lowed by an entree of filet mignon with 
mushrooms and onions, or the 
Norwegian salmon in lime-dill sauce. 

Originally built as a hotel to cater to 
the salesmen who came to town to ped- 
dle to mill workers, the historical 
stagecoach inn has 10 rooms in the 
main house, one suite, and another five 
in The Burdett House, a few steps 
away. Spacious and private, the rooms 
in the latter have wood-burning fire- 
places, whirlpool baths, and pull-out 
sofas in the adjoining li\ ing rooms, and 
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a few even have paiios. Be sure to 
notice the original wide-plank pine 
n(M)rs with s(iiiart' nails. Ml of the inn's 
rooms feature Vermont anli(|ues in the 
bedrooms and modern fixtures in the 
baths. The rooms in the main house are 
smaller (and cheaper). (Route 118. 
Monlfiomery Village; 800-255-8001: 
$85-$ 145. 1 

ASHLAND FARMHOUSE BED & 
BREAKFAST, ASHUND, NEW YORK; 
NEAR WINDHAM AND HUNTER MOUNTAIN 

The Ashland Karmhouse is a great place 
to gel away from it all — including the 
pariy-iiil-dawn nightlife scene at near- 
by Hunter Mountain. Located on a 15- 
acre tract, vou have to drive across the 



views of Hunter or Windham and relax 
in the cushy chairs and couch next to 
the wood-burning sto\e. There's a wet 
bar — with sheKing made from antique 
skis — stocked with glasses, and you're 
free to bring your own beverages. 

The rooms, with the barn's original 
exposed beams, are furnished with 
country-primitive antiques, lace cur- 
tains, and queen-sized beds with brass 
headboards and quills. All of the rooms 
feature a tiled bathroom, and a couple 
have tubs for two. The breakfast menu 
varies. "It depends on what side of the 
bed I gel uj) on." laughs Billie .lakobleff. 
But whether it's her egg-antl-cheese 
casserole with fresh fruit cup or blue- 
berry pancakes with sausage (all 




What's for breakfast at the Ashland 
Farmhouse? It depends on what side of the 
bed owner/chef Billie Jakobleff woke up on. 



dam of the pro|M-riy s one-acre ^K)nd to 
get to the entruvay. The farmhouse, 
which is lo\ingly decorated with hand- 
made cross-stitch artwork and a collec- 
tion of antique lamps, dates back to 
1870. Owners Bill and Billie jakobleff 
created the fi\e guest rooms from the 
adjoining 150-year-old barn. The great 
room is a wonderful place to lake in 



accompanied by great cinnamon-roasl 
coffee), you'll start the day with a 
gourmet treat. (West Settlement Road. 
Ashland: 518-7.11-3358. S75: no chil- 
dren and no smoking.) 

THREE STANLEY AVENUE BED & 
BREAKFAST, KINGRELD, MAINE; NEAR 
SUGARLOAF 

How's this for a bargain? At Three 
Stanley Avenue, you can rent out the 



entire house for less than $400 a night 
and sleep at least 12 in the six bed- 
rooms. Surrounded by huge lawns, the 
old \ iclorian house that ser\es as the 
B&B was originally the home of the 
youngest of the Stanley brothers — 
inventors of the Stanley Steamer, the 
legendary aulo. The lOO-year-old cactus 
in Room 4. and the gazebo out back that 
was once Kingfield's town bandstand, 
are just a couple of the historic trea- 
sures you will find here. All six rooms 
are large and comfortably furnished in 
pericxl 66cor with bright, floral walli)a- 
per and lots of w indows. The three bed- 
rooms downstairs have their own bath- 
rooms, while the three rooms upstairs 
share two old-fashioned bathrtwrns w ith 
claw-foot tubs and old 
porcelain pedestals. And 
each room has its own spe- 
cial amenity: Room 1 fea- 
tures a massive antique 
\iclorian bed. while room 
Room .3 has a beautiful 
w rajiaround porch. 

If \()u're looking lor yet 
another layer of New 
llngland charm, head next 
door, where owner Dan 
Davis puts fiddleheads in 
his classic Maine recipes. 
The elegant dining spot has 
been around for 25 years, 
and recipes like beef-and- 
chestnut pie or lobster 
with dill-zucchini broth 
keeps people coming l)ack. 
And Davis cuts no cor- 
ners — nothing is prepared 
beforehand: he buys fresh 
grain and mills it himself 
for the inn's bread. Although there is 
no common room in the B&B. guests 
are welcome to relax in the restauran- 
t's parlor and listen to the lolling of the 
huge, old grandfather clock. (Off Rle. 
IC. Kast. Kingfield: 207-265-5541: $55- 
$00 w ith breakfast.) t 

A seasoned travel writer, Iseult Devlin has 
sampled inns from British Columbia to 
Istanbul. 
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DESTINATION TREMBLANT 



Come join us for our 
first snow spedal package 

Discover Tremblant — fetern Canada s 
finest resort located in the Laurentian 
Mountains, 90 minutes north of 
Montr al. Our charming European -style 
pedestrian village will captivate you. Our 
joie de vivre will put a smile on your face 
time and time again and our slopes will 
excite you from November to June! 

M O N T 1 1 

1 remblant 





Sunstar Resort Properties 



s I o p e s i d e 
vacation homes 

Mountain vacation homes at Tremblant. Exceptional 
selection of condominiums on the mountain, includ- 
ing the deluxe Le Chalumeau, Haut Bois and the 
newly constructed Algonquin. Also available is a 
complete selection of private ski chalets and condo- 
miniums off-mountain. All units are equipped with 
kitchen and fireplace; many with Jacuzzi bathtubs. 
Special Air Canada and U.S. Air rates and transfers 
available. 



fro 



*149 



U.S.s 



3 days siding and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per bedroom. Taxes extra. Nov. 14 - Dec.ZO. 

1 800 567-6760 



Condotels 



Club Tremblant 




Located in the heart of Mt Tremblant Village. Choose 
from a studio, 1, 2 or 3-bdrm. condo, writh equipped 
kitchenettes, eating area, living room, fireplace, color 
T.V., whirlpool and exercise room. Shuttle service. 

from * 1 29 U.S.s 

3 days siding and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per bedroom. Taxes extra. Nov. 14 - Dec.ZO. 

1 800 567-6764 




all inclusive 

ski week 

Forget the details and simply relax! Come enjoy this 
all-inclusive resort with 100 condominiums with fire- 
places and imposing views of Tremblant. Unwind in 
the pool, sauna or whirlpool. Relax in the new spa 
with massage, body wraps, therapeutic baths and 
estheticien. In the panoramic dining room, friendly 
staff serve you savoury dishes while you enjoy watch- 
ing wild deer feeding outside the window. Four 
minute private shuttle service puts you right at the 
ski lifts or cross-country trails. 



f r o I 



$291 



U.S.* 



3 days skiing, 3 nights S 2 meals per day. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on tvto per bedroom. Taxes extra. Nov.l4 - Dec.20. 
1 BOG 567-8341 



central reservations 1 800 567-6760 



I 



www.tremblant.com 

. upynyiiiuu inatorial 



LAURENTIAN MOUNTAINS TREMBLANT ^ 

HToumm 
Qmm 




Chateau Mont-Tremblant 




s I o p e s i d e 
four star hotel 

This grand Canadian Pacific, full-service hotel, locat- 
ed slopeside, offers rooms with majestic lake and 
mountain views. Tremblant's pedestrian village and 
chairlifts are right next door. The Chateau is compli- 
mented by a full spa with thalassotherapy, gym, 
indoor and outdoor pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, restaurant 
and an apres-ski cocktail lounge. 19 conference 
rooms accommodating up to 1,200 delegates. 
Chateau Mont Tremblant does it with style. 



fro 
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U.S.* 



3 days skiing and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per room . Taxes extra. Nov. 14 - Dec.20. 

1 800 441-1414 



Club Intrawest 




Imagine Intrawest, whose mountain resorts include 
Tremblant, Blackcomb and Stratton. All extraordinary. 
Visualize the whirlpool, sauna and exercise spa. Anticipate 
the private theatre and luxurious "Vacation Homes". 



172 



U.S.* 



3 days skiing and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per bedroom. Taxes extra. Nov. 14 - Dec.20. 

1 800 799-3258 foxt 40?) 



Les Suites Tremblant 



Marriott Residence Inn 




slopeside 

In the heart of the pedestrian resort, you'll find the 
elegantly furnished Saint Bernard, Johannsen, 
Deslauriers and the newly constructed Kandahar con- 
dominiums. Two minutes away from the lively Place 
Saint Bernard are the cozy La Chouette and Domaine 
de la Foret condominiums. Finally, for those seeking 
budget-oriented yet comfortable lodging, the 
Condolets and Apparthotels are another slopeside 
option. Tell us your dream and we'll tell you which 
one of Les Suites Tremblant is tailored to you. 
www.tremblant.ca 



from 



»153 



U.S.* 



3 days skiing and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per bedroom. Taxes extra. Nov.U - Dec.20. 

1 800 461-8711 




I I- 

Marriott offers 127 beautifully decorated suites with 1 
or 2 bedrooms and studios, most with fully equipped 
kitchen. Guests are treated to a continental breakfast 
and weekday evening social functions. 

from S ^ 84 U.S.* 

3 days skiing and 3 nights lodging. Price per person in U.S. 
funds, based on two per bdrm. Taxes extra. Nov. 14 - Dec.20. 

1 888 272-4000 



* ^ .Till* 
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central reservations 1 800 567-6760 



www.tremblant.com 






LANE 



The middle-aged woman in Sto\ve"s gondola was manifestly 
a tourist. The stubby Rossignol Axioms with their 130- 
millimeter tips that 1 had wedged into the car evidently 
confused her. "What are those for?" she barked. "Don't you 
know you're in the East?" 

Yet another skier who thought of fat skis only as desig- 
nated drivers for a week at Wiegele's. I explained that if she 
stuck around, she'd see dozens here, ranging from double- 
wides like mine to sorta-wides. like Volkl Explosivs and 
Dynastar Bigs. Mounted with everything from downhill bind- 
ings to free-heel cables to Euro-style Alpine touring setups. 
For the past three seasons in northern Vermont, locals had 
been skiing for themselves what fat skis could do. And con- 
ventional wisdom had taken a massive hit. 

"We were breaking all the rules." recalls Matt Mancini. a 
hard-skiing, young local who spent two of those winters 
working in a ski shop before Dynastar plucked him out. He 
switch-hits between fatties with a fixed and a free heel: "As 
long as you're using a wider-stance telemark. they're awe- 
some with pins." 

Of course, powder was the prime mover behind the local 
loyalty to wide rides. As I pointed out to the doubling 
doyenne on the gondola, getting at least 40 legit powder 
days, out of my customary 100 ski days, is considered nor- 
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TOOLS OF CHOICE. 
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Who Says The Playing Fields 
Have To Be Level? 





• $tate-of-the-art 
terrain park witK 
mxisic, lights St 
half pipe/ 



• Kight Skiing 
at Silver Creek area! 

• Ifit the tube* at our 

new tubing -park with 
it$ own handle tovir! 

* ifew learning center 

with its own 
quad lift. 



* New high'$peed 
detachable quad/ 




304-S72-100C 

Snowshoemtn.com 
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mal here. True, of course, that while 
powder is dispensed more freely in 
northern Vermont than most people 
think, the notion of 40 storms is absurd. 
But there's wind. Wind that blows 
overnight, freshening the snowpack in 
the woods for that cadre of skiers for 
whom tree skiing is practically proof of 
residency. "If you have "em on and are 
looking for powder, you'll find it." says 
Paul Mikkelson. an early fat-ski convert 
and. by acclamation, the godfather of 
Stowe powder poaching. 

in tight trees (are there any others?), 
fatties will let you literally save face. A 
week later, after the first gondola inci- 
dent, another woman asked me, also in 
the gondola, if I skied in the trees. 
Assenting, 1 asked how she knew. "Your 
mug." she replied. Because fatties are 
so maneuverable. you might get a bit 
scabbed, as 1 obviously had been— tak- 
ing a tight line — but you won't get 
flayed. And if you find yourself as I did 
recently, anticipating an ignominious 
Death of a Thousand Cuts from the likes 
of puckerbrush and the branches of 
beech saplings, fat skis let you get out of 
the thick of things by jamming ski tails 
into the snow and surfing straight down 
a brush-free streambed. 

Besides their point-and-shoot capa- 
bilities, fatties let you float higher so you 
don't have to carry the increased speed 
needed to get conventional skis to plane 
up. And in the trees, slower speeds effec- 
tively increase reaction time. 

East or West, powder inevitably gives 
way to corn and to slush, its manmade 
equivalent. Surf's up again: Fatties are 
slush-seeking missiles. One of my regular 
partners. Scott "Buckeye" Buchanan, 
points out that without fatties, he'd most 
likely be relegated to ripping the ribbons 
of plowed-off ice on conventional skis 
instead of playing in the thick stuff. 

But from powder to corn, fatties let you 
mess with every thing in between. Mancini 
characterizes them as "homogenizers" or 
"utility tools." "They smooth out different 
kinds of snow. Any condition. Breakable 
zipper crust. Mush I couldn't stand in." On 
the other hand, he calls mere super-side- 



cut skis "terminal" for their limited, cul- 
the-carpet applicability. 

Besides giving you a leg up on diffi- 
cult snow, fatties also let you jump- 
start the Eastern season like nothing 
else — except snowboards. Indeed the 
effect is similar: As I've found in base- 
less, early-season powder — a dump 
over lumps — fatties ride high, planing 
above the scratchy substrata where 
stones snick at bases, stripping off P- 
tex along the way. 

So what's not to like? Fatties don't 
carve, you say? Mancini evidently has- 
n't gotten the message. His Dynastar 
Bigs show enough black base in the 
belly of a turn to invite graffiti. Mark 
Courville. masters racer and backcoun- 
try skier, lays out — take this literally — 
a turn on his Rossi 11.5's that's a 
hands-down winner. 

A bummer in the bumps, you suggest? 
Not for ski-shop manager Sean Leschke, 
who found that when he gets his K2 Big 
Kahunas out on edge, they stay solid. 
"They're great in heavy spring bumps: 
Not as fast as conventional skis, but their 
big platform keeps you stable," he says. 

How can you go wrong? Mancini sees 
a couple of ways. For one. confusing big- 
tipped super-sidecui skis with fatties: 
Both are beamy at the tip. but fatties are 
also ample — not wasp-waisted — under- 
foot. The waist is the factor that turns 
them into personal flotation devices. 

And buying them too long. That's the 
most common complaint I've heard on 
the hill from big-board skiers. "People 
sized them up to their egos," Mancini 
observes. Manufacturers' size recom- 
mendations. I've found, are skewed to 
testing on open. Euro terrain or in heli- 
skiing conditions. On tighter Eastern 
terrain — especially in the trees — it's 
better to go shorter. I'm six feet two 
inches. 180 pounds, and my go-to fatty 
is a 175-cm Dynastar Big. It carves, it 
screams on a consistent pitch, and 
most importantly, it has the quick-draw 
capacity to keep me from spending face 
time with mature beech and maple. 

Oh. and there's one more way to 
screw up: Don't try fatties at all. * 
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The snows been fulltflQ' since we zot here 




what a rush 



The whole mountain 



draped in 



Every morning 




every trail fvcsh tVUcks... 

and it keeps eomiu^ down. 



Now that's snowmakmg. 

t (Ninety-Five Percent Coverage) 
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SNOWBOARDERS, PINHEADS 
sue our way, or dont sUe at al. 
That's the message at Appalachian 
Mountain In Blowir« Rock, North 
Carolna. The 365-verticaWoot area 
bens both snowboardeis and tele- 
markets from Ks slopes. 

As far as the telemaikers are con- 
cerned. It's a traffic Issue. It's not 
tM we woke up one morning and 
decided telemaiking Is bad," says 
assistant general manager Brad 
Moretz. "tt's a space thing. Telematk 
sMers use up more of the skipe to 
make their turns. No< that there's 
been much hue and ay from ttvoopfev 
ners so far," he adds. TeiematMng Is 
I8SS man iw^wiunc n nvs ansL 



NOT WELCOME 

Appalachian's snowboardhig 
ban, on the other hand. Is more a 
quaUtyofllfe Issue. "Snowboarders 
can be somewhat intimklating," 
says Moretz. "We promote our- 
selves as a family resort." The area 
Is offering an olive branch, however 
—free Alpine rentals to anyone who 
shows up with a board or tele gear. 
So far, a few iMets have opted for 
the free rentals, but not one tk:ked- 
off teiemarker has taken the area up 
on the offer. 

With Bkie Mouitafei In F>almerton, 
Pennsylvania, resdndhg Its snow- 
board ban last season, Appalachian 
joins Mad River Glen as the only areas 
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Do P.;- 1 $200 

K's not exactly like hitting the lot- 
tery, but for Swain Ski Center 
skiers, It's close. The upstate-New 
York resort announced this summer 
that It will slash prices on Its season 
passes from $495 to $199. That 
comes out to $1.53 per day of ski- 
ing, based on a 130-day season. 
However, that doesn't mean New 
Yorkers won't have other options for 
their disposable Income. 



For the $199 you'd spend on 
your Swain pass you could: 

Ski Okemo for four days ($179) 
and subsist on five boxes of Ring 
OIngs and a gallon of lowfat milk 
($17.33 plus tax). 

Ski Aspen for three days ($177) 
and lunch at the Sundeck on a com- 
bination salad, grilled chicken sand- 
wich, oatmeal brownie, and a glass 
of Talus chardonnay ($21.75). 

Ski 2,719 untracked vertical feet 
In the Monashees and chow 59.8 




percent of one chef-prepared meal 
with hell-ski operator Canadian 
Mountain Holidays ($7.31S for a 
seven-day trip March through May, 
with 100.000 vertical feet and 22 
meals guaranteed). 

Talk ski trips at Sparks Steak 
House In Manhattan over lump crab- 
meat cocktail, sirloin steak, a side of 
vegetables, a slice of cheesecake, 
and a bottle of Mondavi Rothschild 
Opus One ($188 tax Included, plus 
gratuity).— C/iaries Glass 



CROSS-COUNTRY GORE 

H you've ever been mocked by a croes-countiy skier for 
having to rely on uphill gravity to access the slopes, you 
may want to swing by Gore Mountain this winter for a Itt- 
tle poetic justice. In addKion to cutting new lift-serviced, 
backcountry glades for telemarfcers and the body fixed- 
heel set, the New York resort has nearly trebled Its 
cios»«ountry offering by cutting 20 kikmietefs of new 
Nordic k)ops on Burnt RMge. To access the new trails, 
however, fr eo h ecto rs will have to rkle some 1,500 verti- 
cal feet above the base todge on either the East triple or 
ttw brand-new North quad. Barring heavy precipitation 



and Lycrapenetrating gusts of wind, this shouMn't be 
too hani for our Nordic friends. But getting back down 
again? Crosscountry sMers who opt not to downtoad 
back to the base area can reconnect to the resort's orig- 
inal 11-kllometer Nonllc system at ground tovel via trails 
that "woukl be kwver Intermedbrtes to an Alpine skier," 
according to assistant manager Joe Barclay. Ponder 
that for a moment: To a Nordic skier on metaMgeless 
boards, "tower Intermediate" might Just translate Into 
"douUe Mack diamond." No word yet on the availability 
of grandstand seats at the bottom.— C.6. 



Big Tupper. New York Free skiing 
and a free lunch on opening day 
(mid November); 51»35»-3651. 

Brodle Mountain, Massachusetts: 
Save 30 percent on the daily 
ticket rate by purchasing a block 
of eight tickets before December 
IS; 413^3^752. 

Burke Mountain, Vermont: A mid- 
week ttoket Is $12 unUI December 
19; 800-541-5480. 

Holiday Valley, New York: Guests 
at the Inn at HolMay Valley ($44 
per night, per person) ski free 
opening day until December 25; 
71&699-2345. 

Jiminy Peak. Ma^- > '^"< Free 
or way cheap iMbig on opening day; 
413-7385500. 

Ski Uberty/Roundtop. Pennsytvania: 
Buy a Ski Advantage card ($69 
Individuals, $119 families) by 
October 31 and get a 40 percent 
discount on daily tickets and 
lessons; 717-642-8282. 
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Half-price 

tickets from mid November to 
December 15. 304-572-1000. 

Sugarloaf USA, Main< Opening day 
tickets are $10; 207-237-2000. 
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no, that's not a typo— for 
students from the 16 schools 
enrolled In the area's school- 
Instructional program. Full-time 
college students can get an 
Okemo/Stratton pass for $299 
until December 1, when it goes 
up to $359. However, that's 
still a $1,000 savings over the 
adult price.— P.M. 



ENDQUOTE 

If you'd asked me a few 
years ago what I'd be doing in 
the future, I never would have 
said selling used cars. Never. 
To be a used car dealer in 
Rutland, it's the last thing I 
ever expected. former U.S. 
Ski Teamer Tiger Shaw turned 
Volkl product manager, turned 
used-car dealer— reflecting on his 
recent career change 
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CarMart 




Slopesidc F^esort Village Lodging 
complete with walk to shopping & dining 

3 big mountains, 60 trails & 2,610-foot 
vertical rise 

1 .000 acres of all-terrain access with the 
only triple black diamond run in the East 

MW! 3,5()0-foot Stimilon Approved 
Terriiin Park with Half-Pipe 

Mgbt School for Boarding under lights 
Smugglers - Stowe Connection 
Ski or Ride Over The Mountain Pass... 
a true European idpine ad\enture 

guarantee you'll learn to ski or 
snowboard or impro\e technicjue - more 
than 280 professional teaching guides 
Award-winning children's programs 
(6 weeks to 17 years) 

Million-dollar, state-of-the-art. 
professional Child Care Center 
Endless fun - pool, hot tub, tube sliding, 
ice skiiting. tennis, family game nights, 
adult entertainment & more! 

It all adds up to the best vacation 
value for your money and time. 




Call lodav for a i'RHE hrochure! 

1-800-451-8752 

United Kingdom 0800-89-7 1 59 
http://www.snuiggs.com/ 



Quebec 

You'll want to take it home with you! 





Fresh, lung-reviving air. Incredible, breathtaking scenery. 
Deep, powdery snow. Dogsledding, cross-country skiing 
and more. Quebec: winter with a difference. So easy 
to get to, so affordable. You'll want to take it home 
with you! 

Call 1 800 363-7777 (Operator 316) 

9 am to 5 pm, seven days a week for your FREE brochure 

filled with value-packed deals. 

Or call your travel agent or AAA Club. 

Visit our Web site: 

http://www.tourisine.gouv.qc.ca/winter.htinl 



^Winter 

fk ' \ Getaway 

deovrayl Bonus Packages^,^ . 



to Febru.iry IS. 1998 



Start 1998 on the right foot: Treat yourself to a Qudbec Winter 
Getaway Bonus Package. Take advantage of special value-packed 
getaway packages, available for a limited time only. Be sure to ask 
for your Winter Getaway Bonus Packages Brochure and get a FREE 
Quebec Privilege Bonus Card entitling you to special guest status! 

Call 1 800 363-7777 (Operator 316) 

Visit our Web site: http://www.tourisnie.gouv.qcca/wlnter.html 



the World ^AkiAr^A 
Needs more CANADA 



Quebec s= 

Closer than you think 



4e-mail^ 



So Where's Outer Limits? 
I am a 16-year-old expert skier and have 
skied most resorts In the East and four 
or five resorts In the West. I thought you 
left a couple of runs off your double- 
black-dlamond list [February 1997]. 
For starters, Outer Limits at Kllllngton Is 
a long, great, and hard bump-run. Also, 
the Expo at Tremblant is a great run. I 
thought Starr should have made the list 
Instead of Goat. I also think the new 
triple black diamond at Smugglers' 
Notch Is ridiculous. 

Michael Steinberg 
Woodmere, New York 

Hold the Diamonds, Pass the Skull 
I just read "Attack of the Killer Black 
Diamonds" [February 1997]. Triple dia- 
monds? When I skied Jackson Hole in 
the '70s, they had a five-color system to 
mark its trails: green circle for easiest; 
blue square, moderately difficult; red 
square, more difficult; black diamond, 
most difficult; and a yellow triangle for 
"Use Extreme Caution" In places like 
Corbet's Couloir. Of course, they've 
since followed the herd and now have 
multiple diamonds Instead of the yellow 
triangle of the past. Too bad; I liked the 
old system better. To answer your ques- 
tion about how to rate a slope that's 
even more difficult than a triple diamond, 
how about a skull and crossbones? 

Ken Smith 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Eastern Editor Allen St. John replies: Due to 
constraints In space, we liad to limit our list 
to one double-lylack per resort, but we 
agree witii Mictiael that Outer Umlts, Expo, 
and Starr are worthy contenders. And Ken's 
skuil^nd<:rossl)ones designation strikes 
me as a T-shirt waiting to happen. 

Riling Up the Love Shack 
On behalf of the Short Hills Ski Club, I want- 
ed to thank you for the well-researched and 
wonderfully written article by Paul 
tMcMorris, "Sugarbush Love Shack" 
[November 1996]. Not a day goes by that I 
don't receive a phone call regarding the 
article. Thanks In part to the great publici- 
ty, the Short Hills Ski Club todge In Vermont 
was filled to capacity nearly every weekend 
this winter. We're so proud of our 44-year- 
old club— it Is nice to share the news with 
others through your terrific magazine. 

Suzanne Gallagher 
Short Hills Ski Club, 
Short Hills, New Jersey 

Got something to say about Eastern 
skiing? Send your gripes, questkms, and 
words of praise to allstJohndaol.com, or 
snail mall them to: e-mail, Skiing 
Magazine, 929 Pearl Street, Suite 200, 
Boulder, CO 80302. ^ 







We APOLOC(^£ TO ALL THE 

> 

fO HAP-D on THi^ YEA/l f fK/ APPA*!-eL. 



Blame it on geography. The clouds start to build over the '.al^BH^H^^^^S I^^H 

Sierras. Get really pumped over the Wasatch. And cut loose right over us. Big, record-breaking snow. 
Last year, we got 448 inches of that light, fluffy goodness known as Champagne Powder. Perfect for 
skiing. Lousy for showing off a new outfit. For a free brochure, direct flight information and 
reservations, call 1.800.922.2722 or go to wvm.steamboat-ski.com on the web. 
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THEY ARE A REMOTE TRIBE INDIGENOUS TO HIGHER ELEVATIONS. 
THEY LIVE A SIMPLE LIFE, SHUNNING ALL MATERIAL THINGS. 

EXCEPT FOR THE FREE STUFF FROM SPONSORS. Some people have all the 



luck. They've blovi/n off pinstripes, split-level homes and weed whackers for one hundred days of skiing a year. 
They're the locals at Squaw Valley and nobody gets inside their heads like the Outdoor Life Network, the leader in 
skiing and snowboarding programming. On OLN you'll find exclusive same-day coverage of over 70 FIS World Cup 
skiing events, including Alpine, freestyle and Nordic. On "Skiing America" you can ogle the hottest trends in ski 
apparel and receive instructional tips and travel information on some of the most challenging ski areas in the world. 
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Television With A View 



eiOutdoor Life Network 1997. 




The Squaw Valley "posse" tunes in to a mountain of on-snow programs 
Thursday nights and weekends on the Outdoor Life Network. 
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fogging. Oakley also has something new in 
sunglasses for people with smaller faces or 
those who simply prefer a smaller frame: the 
Fives ($55-$65). which also feature Oakley's 
exclusive impact-resistant twin lens. 

Revo 

Shortly after Revo introduced its sunglasses 
to skiers 10 years ago, the look of its irrides- 
cent. blue-coated lenses quickly caught on. 
Perhaps the same will happen with the com- 
pany's venture into the goggle market. On its 
eponymous goggle ($250), Revo uses a single, 
high-oplical-quality lens made from a propri- 
etary polycarbonate with multilayer coatings 
to control both visible and invisible light. Its 
anlifogging formula utilizes two layers of 
antifog treatment on the inside of the lens 
with a scratch-resistant coating for long life. 

Scott USA 

Scott has been working with the folks at 
BMW/Designworks to develop cool new 
looks and aerodynamic designs. One result 
is the new Altitude ACS goggle ($65), which 
features a distinctive shape designed to 
provide increased peripheral and down- 
ward vision. The AGS (air control system) 
features vents at the top of the lens that let 
in huge gulps of air that are then directed 
in a top-to-bottom pattern. 

Smith 

Smith is sticking with its patented Regulator 
system for goggles. The Regulator series 
($47-$89) uses the system's combination of 
a sliding door in the frame with holes beneath 
to control airflow. Smith's Turbo series 
($140) adds a microelectronic fan system, 
which clears fog from the goggles with the 
push of a button. 

The new Corvair sunglasses ($95) have a 
narrow profile, rubber temple ends, and nose 
pads so they won't slide down. Also new is the 
Bazooka ($95), part of the Slider series of 
glasses, which comes with interchangeable 
lenses. The frame has a wider wrap to pro- 
vide more sun and wind protection as well as 
increased peripheral vision. 

Uvex 

Making everything from eyewear for space- 
shuttle astronauts to $2,000 laser-protective 
eye gear, this German company serves some 



fairly discriminating folks. Uvex says the new 
venting system on its XOl goggles ($75) works 
like a car's exhaust-pipe system, directing air 
in through the lop and bottom of the goggle 
and out to the sides. To do this, Uvex moved 
the vents from the edges of the lens to the 
frame itself and angled the top of the goggle 
forward so that air is forced directly out the 



side vents in dual-exhaust fashion. 

In the Uvex XSOl sport glasses ($80), 
airflow is redirected by two vents at the 
brow of the frame and perforated holes at 
the side of the lens, which allow just 
enough air circulation to break down suc- 
tion. The result? Air is channeled across the 
lenses as opposed to going into the eyes. < 




Join Olympic greats Phil and Steve 
Mahre at Keystone Resort for a session 
of the Mahre Training Center. During 
the past thirteen years, the Mahre 
Training Center has eslabUshed a national 
reputation for quality instruction, innova- 
tive techniques, and impressive results. 

The Mahre Training Center is for all 
skiing levels; from novice to racer, which 
makes it great for the entire family. 
One of the Mahres will be available for 
hands-on demonstrations and pointers. 
Call now for reservations and learn to 
ski your best! 



1997/98 session dates are: 
3-day sessions 

Decemto 4-6 (Thursday - Saturday) 

DecemSer 12 - 14 (Friday - Sunday) 

January 9 -- 11 (Friday - Sunday) 

5-day sessions 

December 7-11 (Sunday - Thursday) 

January 12-16 (Monday - Friday) 



For resen/ations or more information contact 
Keystone Ski School 
Box 38, Keystone. Colorado 80435 
Call 1-800-255-3715 or 970-496-4170 

Copyrigtil © 1997 Keystone Resort All rights reserved. 
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wandered about the frozen-mud parking 
lot— horses nose-deep in hay bags: cowboys 
fiddling with saddle straps; skiers cranking 
down bindings — until 1 found the right truck. 
There 1 met my teammates. Scott and his 
chestnut quarterhorse. Trapper. Both, like 
me, were rookie skijorers. 

I shook hands and rubbed noses. Scott 
was perfect: He seemed to possess not a 
single cautionary chromosome. "We're 
gonna go all out," he told me, slapping his 
hand on Trapper's neck. "And 1 ain't look- 
ing back." He wanted to be a champion as 
badly as I did. Now all we had to do was 
learn the sport. 

An hour before the race, course inspec- 
tion was held. The event was set up on a 
snow-covered oval about an eighth of a 
mile around. The horses would run on the 
inside of the track. On the course itself 
were 15 gates, tightly spaced, with four 
waterski-style ramps interspersed among 
them. The jumps were about four feet high: 
the landings, dead flat. 1 asked one veteran 
competitor for advice. "Just hang on," she 
said. Okay. 1 could hang on. 

Scott and I were scheduled to run 
almost last, so 1 sat down to watch the 
competition. The crowd was surprisingly 
large. Most spectators had simply backed 
their pickup trucks near the track, set up 
lawn chairs in the truck beds, unpacked 
coolers of beer, and cheered mightily for 
the wrecks. 

And wrecks there were. Many teams 
featured cowboys on both ends of the rope. 
Despite the images generated by 
Steamboat and Jackson Hole ad cam- 
paigns, the truth of the matter is: Cowboys 
can't ski. These men attempted the sport 
bravely, albeit foolishly, and sooner or 
later they'd launch one of the jumps off- 
balance, rotate upside down in midair, and 
land on their heads. The crowd would roar 
its approval. One competitor broke his col- 
larbone. Twice, it was the horse that went 
down. Clearly, liability lawyers aren't 
found in this part of the country. 

A smooth run was an astonishing thing 
to witness. There were a few good skiers: 
some hotshots from Cody, Wyoming: a few 
Red Lodge boys: and a guy from Durango, 
Colorado, who wore a skintight, full-body 
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downhill suit. Each would start with 
maybe 20 feet of rope between him and 
the horse. Another 10 feet or so would be 
left dragging behind him (every skier in 
the open division was male). The horse 
would bolt. Then the skier would let some 
rope slide through his hands before a jump 
to reduce speed and gain control. Between 
jumps, he'd frantically move up on the 
rope, playing with the horse's momentum, 
whipping off tight turns. All this while 
flashing past gates at 30 miles per hour. 
All in under 20 seconds. 

Shortly before our turn, Scott and 
Trapper and 1 warmed up togeth- 
er. 1 was dragged behind the horse 
at three-quarters speed. 1 realized that the 
rope was slippery — my ski gloves were 
useless — and that large chunks of ice were 
spit from the hooves and into my face. 
Fortunately, a fellow competitor lent me 
his goggles and leather gloves. 

In the few minutes before our start 
time, Scott did something to Trapper. 1 
don't know what it was, but the horse 
appeared in the starting area foaming at 

THE GATE FLEW BY ME ON 
THE WRONG SIDE, AND JUST 
BEFORE MY BODY POUNDED 
THE SNOW AND THE CROWD 
CAME ALIVE, I THOUGHT, 
"MAYBE SKIJORING ISN'T 
SO SIMPLE." 

the mouth and juiced with energy. He 
looked as though he could gallop through 
a brick wall. 1 began to sweat. 1 positioned 
myself on the rope, sitting back to brace 
for the imminent explosion. The start offi- 
cial gave the signal. Scott dug in his 
spurs. Trapper roared off, I tensed my 
body, and ... nothing. 

The horse had accelerated so quickly 
that the rope had snapped. No other horse 
had done such a thing. We retied the rope 



and returned to the start. This time, it held, 
and I was off, full-speed, barreling toward 
the first gate. 

Normally, when 1 find myself in a situa- 
tion in which panic is a natural response, 1 
am blessed with the ability to slip into a 
focused, clear-minded, survival-mode 
calmness. But not this time. My brain flew 
into overdrive, reeling uncontrollably 
through a jumbled list of commands: Rope- 
in-rope-out-turn-left-prepare-lump-set- 
landing-flex-knees-lean-back-wipe-gog- 
gles-oh-shit-hang-on. 

Then everything went wrong, all at 
once. The course was vastly icier than I'd 
expected, the speed far faster, the tech- 
nique much stranger. 1 was supposed to 
complete a right-hand carve around the 
second gate. But the horse, galloping to 
my left, was pulling me the wrong way. 
Somewhere in the dim recesses of my 
mind, I was aware that I should let some 
rope out, but 1 was in hang-on mode — 
death-grip hang-on mode — and the tenth 
of a second I had to make the correction 
flashed by. So, in desperation, I did this 
bizarre thing with my hip. as if I were 
using body English to nudge a bowling 
ball toward the head pin, and I was 
instantly tossed off balance. The gate 
flew by me on the wrong side, and just 
before my body pounded the snow and the 
crowd came alive, 1 thought, "Maybe ski- 
joring isn't so simple." 

I'd lasted two seconds, possibly three. 
My left thigh looked as if it'd been 
attacked by a rogue Cuisinart. Scott 
took our loss well, or at least successfully 
disguised his disappointment. He said we'd 
try again and maybe win a small consola- 
tion prize. We did attempt a second run, 
and 1 actually made it the whole way 
through, though in a state of cataleptic ter- 
ror. I missed five gates. A pair of seasoned 
skijorers, locals Tony Porcarelli and Jack 
Wipplinger, became the champions. 

Strangely, the experience left me 
hooked. The difficulty of the sport made 
skijoring far more intriguing than I'd ever 
imagined. Both Scott and I vowed to return 
and try again next year. 

This time, we might even train. ^ 
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IT SATS 
NOTHINQ, 
HOWEVER, 
ABOUT 

VACATIONINQ 
WITH HIM. 



THE BIBLE TELLS YOU TO 
LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN 
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The Big Mountain 

Whitefish, Montana 



<*ackage Info: 1-800-858-4152 • http://www.bigmtn.com/resort 



Whistle r-Blackcomb 



Whistler Resort, with North 
America's greatest vertical 
drop, offers skiers and riders 
2 giant mountains, more than 
7,000 acres of terrain, 9 
alpine bowls, 3 glaciers and 
30 lifts (12 express). With a 
consistent rating as North 
America's #1 Resort, isn't it 
time for you to come and 
experience the best? 



Complete Vacation Guide 
^\ 888 284-9999 





luxury vacation homes 

Whistler's finest selection of condos. chalets and signature 
homes Offering the best slopeside. village and golf course loca- 
tions. Choose from studios to 4 bdrm. condominiums, all with 
full kitchen and fireplace; some offer pool and hot tub. 

7 nights lodging, 5 out of 6 days skiing 

Irom »539 

Price ptr person U S fundi, bmtd on 2 persons in o studo unit 
VWd Jon. 4 ■ hb 5. Mar 29- Apr. 1 2 '98. Tana are ova. 
Otfwr pockogn ataJable. 
I 800 663-7711 



HISTLE 




brand new full service 
In the heart of the village, discover brand new I and 2 bed- 
room suites, all equipped with full kitchen, fireplace, 
washer.'dryer and in-room enterumment. Exclusive health 
club, room and concierge service, choice of 3 restaurants and 

7 nights lodging, 5 out of 6 days skiing 

from '565 

Pr<e per person US, fijnds, based on 2 persons in o studio unit 
VaM Jan. 7 - Jon 30 '98. Tows are enra. Other pockojes ovoJoWe 

I 800 268-1133 



HOLIDAY INN SUNSPREE 



THE PAN PACIFIC LODGE 




heart of the village 

Just steps awiy from the slopes, you'll find deluxe studios, one 
and two bedroom suites. All feature a gas fireplace, soaker tub. 
full kitchen or kitchenette, cable TV/VCR. Use of concierge 
service, indoor parking, jacuzzi and work-out room. 

7 nights lodging, S out of 6 days skiing 



world class service 

Situated in a most desirable loatkxi, paces from Whistler and 
Bloackcomb's gondolas, you'll find 121 suites - including stu- 
dios. I and 2 bedrooms; each with fireplace, kitchen and V.I.P 
amenities. Upscale resuurant. lounge, fitness club and spa. 

7 nights lodging, S out of 6 days skiing 
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Pnce per perum U.S. funk: based on 2 persons in a de/uie studio unit 
Jan. 5 • Jon. 22 '98. Tows ore extra. Other pockofa availoUe. 

2 2 9-3188 
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o Ml '598 

Pnce per person U.S. fimh, based on 2 persons in o studio unit 
VOU ]anS-]ai3l '98.Tiues ore extra Other pockoges avadabk. 

800 327-8585 



CLUB INTRAWEST 



resort within a resort 

Imagine Intrawest, a single company representing 
Whistler Mountain, Blackcomb and Tremblant. All 
extraordinary. Imagine the resort this company would 
create. Visualize its pool, whirlpools and steam room. 
Reinvent yourself in the exercise spa. Seek refuge in 
the private theatre and melt after a day's skiing in a 
luxurious "Vacation Home". Anticipate the ideal loca- 
tion. 

Experience Club IntrawesL.. In a studio, I, 2 or 3 BR 
Vacation Home. 

7 nights lodging, 5 out of 6 days skiing 



from 



'555 



PrKe per person, bosed on 2 per studio unit VfaJd Jon. 4 - Jan. 29 "98. 
Taxes extra. Other packages available. 

I 8 0 0 7 9 9 - 3 2 5 8 (ext. 40 I ) 



central reservations 1 888 284-999S 

www.whistler.ca 




Dear Impradenca 

While perusing the Side Cuts ["Life in 
the Fast Lane, Part 1") in your 
November 1996 issue. I came across an 
inaccuracy ! thought I d tidy up. The 
Montana statute eliminating upper 
speed limits on certain state highways 
actually reads "reasonable and pru- 
dent." not "reasonable and proper." 

Brenda Lincoln Coker 
Haugan. Montana 

Sorry, we were speed reading, and we 
got sloppy. — Ed. 

Smashing Goombay Myths 

Born and bred in the endless summer of 
the Bahamas, one wouldn t think we 
would soak up the articles in Skiisc 
Magazine. We are. however, longtime 
subscribers. Your March/April issue 
[1997] is one of the best we ve seen. 
Kristen Llmer at La Grave was great, and 
"Anatomy of a Couloir" was awesome. 

With all due respect, however, we d 
like to clear up an historical issue 
broached by the Back Talk letter entitled 
"Goombay Grist." The Goombay Smash 
was invented neither at the Grist Mill nor 
at the Killington Village Inn. as previous 
writers have claimed. It was actually 
invented in the Bahamas back in the 
early 1970s, after a street festival called 
"Goombay Summer." Smashed was your 
state of mind at the end of each day; 
hence, the drink s name. 

You can sample another Bahamian 
cocktail — the Bahama Mama — at the 
Hong Kong Cafe in Vail, Colorado. 

Godfrey Pethill 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Never doubt an islander when it conies to 
tropical cocktails. Bernie Pierce, widely 
regarded as the man who brought the 
Goombay to Killington. was introduced to 
the drink in the Bahamas. The origins of 
the Bahama Mama are murkier, but you 
can. indeed, get one at the Hong Kong. 
Both drinks are potent blends of various 
rums, fruit juices, grenadine, and other 
secret ingredients known only to the bar- 
keeps themselves. — Ed. 



Oimme, Glnrnie Shock Treatment 

Usually around tliis lime skiing maga- 
zines do silly articles about the glories of 
winter. I hope you don't. W hy would any- H 
one want to celebrate winter? The days * 
are cold and short, accompanied by dark 
clouds, storms, blowing snow. ice. slip- 
pery roads, wood smoke, chopping, shov- 
eling, etc. 1 endure winter because it is 
necessary for snow: 1 tolerate snow 
because it is necessary for skiing. 

Forget winter. From its crucible 
emerges the glorious golden phoenix of 
spring! The days grow long, the sky is 
blue, and the air is warm. The snow set- 
tles and consolidates: you can ski any- 
where. It turns to corn and then to slush. 
You sweat, suntan lotion runs down into 
your eyes, slush comes over the tops of 
your boots, and ice water runs down 
your ankles. This is the best skiing of the 
year! You should do an issue celebrating 
spring — that is the real skiing season. ■ 

RickJali " 
Mammoth Lakes. California 



Uh. can you wait six months?— Ed. 
Reality Bites 

1 am 15 years old. and I love to read 
your magazine. But you print way too 
many articles and pictures that involve 
expensive clothes and things like heli- 
skiing. As fun as heli-skiing looks. I 
know I will never have enough money to 
try it. It seems to me that a newcomer 
to skiing who picked up your magazine 
would buy into the stereotype that it's 
an expensive sport. I know it gets cost- 
ly, but I also know that you don t have 
to blow a three-month s paycheck on 
everything you buy. All 1 am asking is 
for you to print some information for 
the regular skier who doesn't want to 
spend a lot. 

Ryan McEliece 
Redmond. Washington 

Here's our advice: Go to your local 
video arcade and look for Namco's 
.Alpine Racer. It 'll get you darn close to 
the real thing for only a buck. — Ed. * 
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Scandinavian 
Your Complete 
SIci and Sport Sliop 
on 57tli Street 

Alpine Ski Equipment 
& Apparel For The 
Whole Family 
« 

Skis, Bindings, 

Poles & Boots 

Personalized 
For Your Needs 

Expert State -Of-TheArt 
Ski Tuning & Repairs. 
Custom Boot Fitting 
& Custom Insoles 

Parkas, Pants, Suits, 
Mittens & Gloves, Hats, 

Sweaters, T-necks, 
Goggles For Comtort & 

Ease on The Slopes 

Snowshoes, Sleds & 

Toboggans 
Ski Trips & Rentals 

« 

Inline Skates, Tennis, 
Swimwear, Bikewear & 
Athletic Shoes, Bags & Backpacks 

SKI « SHOP 

40 WEST 57TH STREET 
(BETWEEN 5th and 6th AVENUES) 
New York. NY 10019 
212-757-8524 
http://www.scandinavian.com 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 



FREE 



tDVERIISEXENT 



INPORMAPION 






FREE and easy-to- receive information on the advertisers listed below is available to you! 
Just circle the numbers on the attached card that correspond with listings on this page and 
return the postage-paid card in the mail TODA.Y ! Or go to \T,T.T. SklNCt • C#m 



RESORTS & TRAVEL 

1. Alyeska. Alaska 

2. Angel Fire Resort 
(800) 633-7463 

3. As|)cn. Colo. 
(8001 262-7736 

4. Attliash/Bear 
Peak/Cranmore. NH 
(800) 223-SNO\V 

8. The Austria National 
Tourism Office 

6. Bear Valley Ski Resort 

7. Beaver Creek. Colo. 
(800)525-2257 

8. Big Mountain. Mont. 
(800) 858-5439 

9. Big Sky Resort. Mont. 
(800) 548-4486 

10. Brecken ridge Resort. Colo. 
(800) 789-SNO\V 

11. Copper Mountain. Colo. 
(800) 458-8386 

12. Crested Butte. Colo. 
(800) 544-8448 

13. Deer Valley Lodging. IT 
(800) 453-3833 

14. Deer Valley Resort, UT 
(800) 424-3337 

18. Glacier Country. Mont. 
(800) 338-5072 




18. Grand Targhee. Wyo. 
(800) TARGHEE 

17. Hunter Mountain. N.Y. 

18. Jackson Hole. Wyo. 
(800) 443-6931 

It. Jay Peak. Vt 
(800) 451-4449 

20. Keystone Resort. Colo. 
(800) 332-2072 

21. Killlngton. Vt. 
(800) 621-MTNS 

22. Laurel Highlands. PA 
(800) 925-SNOW 

23. Loon Mountain. N.H. 
(800) 229-LOON 

24. Mammoth Lakes 
Visitors Bureau. Calif. 

28. Montana Tourism 
(800) 847-4868 

26. Mount Snow/Haystack. VL 
(800) 24.5-S\OW 

27. Ml. Bachelor/COVA. Ore. 
(800) 829-2442 

28. Mt. Hood/Clackamas 
County Tourism 
(800) 647-3843 

29. Ml. Hood Summer Ski 
Camp. Ore. 

30. New Mexico Ski 
Getaway Info 

(800) 733-6396 x0700 

31. Okemo. Vt. 
(800) 78-OKEMO 

32. Park City Chamlier 
Bureau. Utah 
(800) 453-1360 

33. Park City Mountain 
Resort. Utah 
(800) 222-7275 



OCIOBER 1997 SERVICE EXPIRES 12/31/97 

expired cards cannot be processed 



SKI RENO-TAHOE 

Lake Tahoe has more snow, 
more ski resorts, and more 
night life than any ski destina- 
tion in North America. For 
more information, please circle 
#58 or call 800-588-SNOW. 



40. Ski the Poconos 

41. Smugglers' Notch. Vl. 
(800) 451-8752 

42. Snowbird. Utah 
(800) 453-3000 

43. Snowmass Resort AssocCO 
(800) SNOWMASS 

44. Snowshoe Mountain 
Resort. VV.Va. 

48. SteamtH)at Springs. Colo. 
(800) 922-2722 

46. Stowe. Vt. 
(800) 24-STOWE 

47. Stratton Mountain. Vt. 
(800) STR.\nON 

48. Sugarbush. Vt. 
(800) 537-8427 

49. Sugarloaf. Me. 
(800) THE-LOAF 

80. Sunday River. Me. 
(800) 543-2SKI 

81. Sun Valley Resort. Idaho 
(800) 635-8261 

82. Taos Ski Valley. N.M. 
(800) 776-11 II 

S3. Telluride Resort. Colo. 

(800) 525-3455 
84. Utah Travel Council 
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Purgatory Resort. Colo. 




(800) 200-1160 




1800) 411-5785 


88. 


Vail. Colo. 


38. 


Red Lodge. Vlonl. 




(800) 525-2257 




(800) 444-8977 


86. 


Valdez Hell Camps/ Alaska 


36. 


Red River Ski Area 


87. 


W inter Park Resort. Colo. 




(800) 348-6444 




(800) 977-4386 


37. 


Santa Fe C&VB 


88. 


SKI RENO-TAHOE 




(800) 777-Cm- 




(800) .588-SN0\V 


38. 


Santa Fe Ski Area 


89. 


Alpine Meadows 




(800) 776-7669 




(800) 441-4423 


39. 


Silver King Hotel 


60. 


Heavenly 




(800) 331-8652 




(800) 2-HEAVEN 
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Kirkwood 
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KnelssI Skis 


119. 


Avis 




(800) 967-7500 


88. 


Koflach 




(888) SKI-1212 
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Lakeland Village 
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Marker USA 
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Central Holidays 




(800) 822-5969 




(800) 453-3862 
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Colorado Resort Net 
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Lake Tahoe VA 
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Nordica Boots 
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Esprit Travel 




(800) AT-TAHOE 
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Olin Skis 




(800) 4-SKIING 


64. 


Norlhslar-Al-Tahoe 
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Rosslgnol Bindings 


124. 


Great Escape 




(800) GO-NORTH 


93. 


Rossignol Boots 




Travel/Ski Tours 


65. 


Reno Sparks CVA 


94. 


Rosslgnol Skis 


125. 


Hertz 




(800) FOR-RENO 


98. 


Salomon Skis/ 


126. 


Inl'l Reservations Svcs. 


66. 


Sierra-At-Tahoe 




Boots/Bindings 




(888) 3-USA-SKI 




(916) 659-7453 
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Switch Bindings 


127. 


Norlhwesl Airlines 


67. 


Ski Tahoe North 


97. 


Tecnica Ski Boots 


128. 


Scandinavian Ski Shop 




(800) 824-6348 




(800) 258-3897 




(800) 435-9752 


68. 


Squaw Valley USA 


98. 


Tyrolia Bindings. 


129. 


Swissair 




(800) 545-4350 




Skis & Boots 




(800) 662-0021 exLl7 


69. 


Squaw Valley Lodge 


99. 


Head Skis 


130. 


Travel to Austria 




(800) 922-9970 


100. 


Volant 


131. 


United Vacations 








(800) 852-0220 




(800) 328-6877 


CANADA 


101. 


Volkl Skis 






70. 


Eastern Townships 




(800) 264-4579 


MISCELLANY 
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Kiml)erlpy Ski & Summer Resort 






132. 


America On Line 


72. 


MoniTremblant Reservaltons 


APPAREL 


133. 


BF Goodrich 




(800) 567-6760 


102. 


Fila USA 


134. 


Ericcson Cellular Phones 


73. 


(Quebec Tourism 




(800) 763-3719 


138. 


ESQ Swiss Watch 




(800) 363-7777x316 


103. 


L.L. Bean 


136. 


GMC Yukon 


74. 


Ski Banff/Lake Louise 


104. 


Helly Hansen 




(888) 4V\tK0N 




800-661-1431 


105. 


Kaufman Footwear/Sorel 


137. 


Goofljear Tire & Rubber Co. 


75. 


VVhistler Blackcomb Resorts 


106. 


Marker Ltd. 




(800) GOODYEAR 




(888) 284-9999 




(800) 462-7537 


138. 


Grit Gaixb "SW Protection System 


76. 


Whistler Resort Assoc. 


107. 


Mobius Ski & Sportswear 


139. 


Jack Daniel's Tennessee 




(800) WHISTLER 


108. 


Nordica Skiwear 




Whiskey 






109. 


Rubicon Skiwear 


140. 


Ponliac Sunfire 


DESTINATION SKI GUIDES 


110. 


Serengeli Eyewear 




(800) 2-PONTIAC 


77. 


Colorado Activity Center 




(800) 525-4001 


141. 


Reliable Racing Supply 




(800) 925-8642 


111. 


Sport Obermeyer 


142. 


Skier's Edge - World's 


78. 


Vail. Colo. 




(800) 525-4203 




#1 Ski Machine 






112. 


Spyder 




(800) 225-9669 


EQUIPMENT 






143. 


Southern Comfort 


79. 


Atomic Ski USA 


ACCESSORIES 


144. 


Sportube Telescoping Ski Case 


80. 


Burton Snowboards 


113. 


Gordini 




(800)814-1311 
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Dolomite Boots 


114. Kombi Gloves & Mittens 


148. 


Sprint 


82. 


Dynastar Skis/Lange 


115. 


Seirus 


146. 


Stolichnaya 




Boots/LOOK Bindings 


116. 


Thule 


147. 


The Sports Authority 


83. 


Elan 


117. 


Zardoz Ski Wax 


148. 


Warren Miller Ent. 


84. 


Fischer 








(800) 523-7117 


85. 


K2 


TRAVEL SERVICES 


149. 


World Ski Card 




(800) 972-4063 


118. Aspen Ski Tours 






86. 


Kastle Skis 




(800) 525-2052 
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Fortunately for the trio, the herring run 
turned out to be epic that year. "We made 
pretty good coin — about $10,000 apiece 
in the space of a week." says Jones. "So we 
each put up $3,000 to buy a camera, and 
it just sort of pinwheeled after that." 

The result of last year's shooting was 
Continuum, a raw. catchy. 57-minute 
huckfest that won Best New Filmmaker's 
Award at the international Ski Film 
Festival in Crested Butte and went on to 
sell some 8.000 copies in video stores 
and via direct mail. With a trick new web 
site and a successful line of TGR-logo 
fleece sportswear, this year's revenues 
could actually mean a profit. 

"We're stoked — even our parents are 
stoked." says Todd. "Right now we don't 
mind being poor, but we definitely want 
to make it so we can live off it." 

It's Wednesday afternoon, and 

McCarthy's minivan is pulled over on 
the side of the highway, a mile from the 
top of Thompson Pass. Tuttle has the 
Betacam out on a tripod, pointing up at 



the steep face of a mountain called 
Odyssey; he appears to be waiting for 
someone or something to come down. 

McCarthy, still looking a little green 
from the night before, is fuming about 
events that have recently transpired 
down at H20. They had arrived at the 
cabin around 1 2:30, but with Obermeyer 



in possession of the ship, they found 
themselves summarily bumped. 

"This whole place is so fly-by- 
night," McCarthy says, his eyes darting 
angrily. "Dean has had my $3,000 in 
the bank for four months, and he's like, 
'Sorry, dudes, it's like first-come, first- 
served.' I mean, I'm up here trying to 
make a film. It's f — ing bullshit." 

They had tried the two other heli- 
operations, Alaska Backcountry Air 



(AIR) and Coombs's outfit, but it was 
bluebird, and everyone was totally 
booked. In desperation, they'd loaded 
the two Vail boys on the snowcat that 
runs up the back side of Odyssey; now 
they are waiting to shoot the descent. 

And waiting. No sign of the riders. 
Tuttle fidgets with his lens. McCarthy 



takes out a little Super 8 camera, the kind 
dads once used on Christmas morning, 
and shoots Tuttle shooting nothing. "It's 
for the 'Making of video," he says. 

At length, a van pulls onto the side of 
the road, and a Tsaina guide gets out. 

"Are you guys waiting for two snow- 
boarders to come down?" 

"Yeah, we are." 

"Well, they're down," the guide 
says. "They're down there on the side 
1 of the road, about two miles thataway." 
He points back toward Tsaina. 

"What the hell is that?" snaps 
McCarthy. "The snowcat guy told us to 
wait on the other side of the pass." 

"Yeah, but not here ." the guide says. 
"This isn't where you come out if you ride 
the cat." He smiles as he gets back in the 
van and drops it in gear. "Bummer." 

Thursday starts out graybird 

and degenerates into rain. Dominique 
Ferret, a Swiss extreme skier who's in 
town to shoot with still photographer 
Scott Markewitz. spends most of the 
afternoon in an RV watching ski movies. 
Ferret is a famous. European-style 
extremist, which means that in addition 
to having a coffee-table book published 
about his exploits, he skis truly hairy, 
full-mountain descents — most recently, 
the north face of Everest. He and a snow- 
boarder pal didn't quite make it to the 
top — they got blown off the north ridge 
400 meters below the summit — but they 
turned around and descended 2.200 
meters down a windblown. 50-degree 
chute. A cameraman was supposed to 
record it but had bailed at Camp 1 due to 
altitude sickness. 

"Did you use oxygen?" someone asks. 
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\y 1. 1 O ^ * . Lockable 

0 |\ S • Single protects 1 pair skis & poles 

I ^ • Double protects 2 pairs of skis & poles 

' Fits any size (up to 212 cm) and type ski including the new 
shaped and powder skis. 
Welcomed by all airlines as well as Fedex and UPS. 



Both Equip«cl with 
Wheels for Improved 
Mobility 



Single 
$109.95 




Double 
$139.95 



Available at your local ski shop. 
For more information or to place an order call toll free: 

i-dOO-b 14-131 i 

Highland Trading Co. • P.O. Box 502 • Avon, Colorado 81620 
Ph: 970-9494014 Fax:970-949-5281 Email: sportube@vail.net http://vwvif.sportube.com 



RImmakers are 
the heli-ski operations' bread and butter, 

but they're also the hardest clients 
to deal with because they all want the same thing: 
to fly when the weather is good. 
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Its r»o"t like us to f omt out tKc obvious. So wcVc Kaf py someone else did- 



193 square miles of pure, blue water surrounded by 10,000 foot peaks. 26 world-class ski 
resorts. Sleigh rides, winter hikes, skating and sledding. Exciting 24-hour casino action, top 
comedians and musicians. And of course, some of the most breathtaking scenery in the wodd. 

Lake Tahoe may just offer the world's best winter vacations. Come find out Call for 
South Shore's free vacation planner and ask about midweek packages. 1-800-AT-TAHOE 




01997, Lake Tahoe Visitors Audiority Above and beyond. " www virtualtahoe.coin 




So THE REST OF YOU CAH SKI. 

Seven legendary mountains over a hundred 
lodging choices, just one phone call. North Lake 
Tahoe invites you to stay and ski for just $90 
per night.* Get a three-day interchangeable pass 
for Squaw Valley, Northstar, Alpine Meadows, 
Mt. Rose, Sugar Bowl, Ski Homcwood, and 
Diamond Peak. Accommodations? From condos to 
cabins, motels to hotels. Call the North Lake 
Tahoe Resort Association now to ski Lake Tahoe °s 
great white North. 

{888)824-6338 

www.tahocguide.tom 
www.tahoe-4-u.com 

•Pcf pcfjon. duubtr occupancy for ^-nighi suy Rare may dittVr basrd on 
IfxljiiRj; t.huuc. Offer not valid during holiday periods. Subirct to 
change avulabiliiy. Specul kids ram at ski areas. 
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TIME TOTCSFI! 



Free yourself from the hassles of planning your vacation. Let us do it for you! Deal direct 
with the experts for economy to deluxe packages to the Western U.S., Canada and Europe. 
Ski vacation specialists since 1980, we know the mountains, the lodges, the secrets of airfare 
wars and where the best deals are. (v^'e even know where not to send you.) 

One call is all you need. Ask about bonus frequent flyer miles. 

$329 Harveys Resort Hotel /Cisi no • Lake Tahoe 

$299 Mountainside Inn • Tellurlde 

$289 Hampton Inn Summit Coimty • Breci<enridge 

$159 Uplander Hotel • Red Mountain 

'Special per person prices include 4 nights Icxlging, double occupancy, uxes and 3 day lift ticket. (Early/late season.) 



Esprit 

Travel 

Network, Inc. » 
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"No." Perret says, looking offended. 
"Why not?" 
"C'est pas du ski." 

Perret is 38. darlciy handsome, arro- 
gant but witty. It's entertaining to watch 
American sk\ movies with him. if only 
because he hates them so much. "What is 
all this slow-motion?" he says. "It is like 
pornography, but you know, all it does is 
make the little errors look bigger.... Why 

Vhat is all this slow-motion?" 

he says. "It is like pornography, 
but you know, 

all it does is make the little 
errors look bigger." 

do they all use these stupid fat skis, when 
there is no precision?... And why when 
somebody is jumping do they always cut 
away at the moment of impact — is that 
so you don't see them fall?... Wait. 1 
have already seen this footage. It is from 
the Pyrenees, no. and it was also in the 
'atchetl brothers' film, no?" 

"Yeah, it was." Markewitz says. "But 
then there's some footage from this 
film in the Hatchetts" film. too. They 
swapped." 

"Bof." says Perret. "Bullsheet." 
Later the group watches a few of 
Ferret's movies. They're short— 10 min- 
utes — and cleverly cut. In Alp Fiction, for 
instance, an old woman in an apartment 
building sits down in a desk chair, straps 
on a virtual-reality helmet, and becomes 
Dominique Perret. screaming down the 
slopes of Portes de Soleil. triggering 
avalanches and dodging trees in real 
time, dropping 60 feel off the skid of an 
enormous Kazakhstan! helicopter. 

Why hasn't this guy appeared in any 
American movies? Clearly he has the 
talent, and he can talk to boot. Which 
brings up the great Achilles' heel of free 
skiing: None of its stars have much star 
quality. "When we turn our camera on 
our athletes, they freeze up hard." Steve 
Winter admits. "I mean, maybe the prob- 
lem is me — I'm not a great director of 
interviews. Shane [McConkey] is pretty 
funny — he's like my comedian, and he 
can really do it. And Dean [Cummings] is 
getting a lot better at it — he's actually 
become a pretty good public speaker. But 
everybody else. yeah, it's hard. I remem- 
ber in Tribe. Seth [Morrison) had to do an 



interview, and he couldn't. We had to give 
him three Bloody Marys and a Jack and 
Coke to loosen him up. but then he passed 
out. And he's like the emerging star of 
free skiing, the guy who's got his own 
signature ski coming out next year." 

So why isn't a talker like Perret in 
anybody's movie here? 

"1 would do it. volontiers." Perret says. 
"But this is amazing to me. that I am sup- 
posed to pay to be in their 
movie. It should be the 
reverse. They should pay 
me." 

Later, in response to 
the same question. 
Winter shrugs. "Different 
sponsors." he says. "Plus, you know, 1 
really just kind of like to work with my 
friends. Especially when it's steep. 1 
know what they can do. and what they're 
comfortable with, and vice versa." 

It's late Thursday night, and the 
Totem is bubbling with a volatile mix of 
skiers, riders, and rough-looking locals. 
The two Vail boys sit at the end of the bar, 
swilling Pete's Wicked and cautiously 
chatting up the female bartender. 
Outside, the rain has stopped; tomorrow 
might be bluebird. 

At 1 A.M., Tuttle comes in, looking for 
his crewmates. "Okay, you guys," he 
says, spotting them. "Let's call it a night." 
He's worried about a repeat of 
Wednesday morning's debacle. 

"Hey, hey, hey," says the taller of the 
two snowboarders. "Sit down. Have a 
drink. Chill." 

Tuttle hesitates. "Yeah, okay," he says 
finally. "Maybe I will." He looks at the bar- 
tender. "Give me a Zima." 

"A what ?" the bartender says. 
The boys look at one another in 
amazement. The taller one claps his 
hands to the sides of his head. "Dude, 
whatever you do, don't order that," he 
whispers. "Just don't." 

The next day dawns dear, but by 
10 A.M. it's becoming overcast again. It's 
the last day in Valdez for the McCarthy 
crew, and they're flying, no matter what. 
Cummings decides to guide them him- 
self. He's in high spirits; not even the 
10-minute process of wedging Tuttle's 
colossal camera and tripod into the ski 
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In an undisturbed canyon, 
protected by spectacular peaks, 
lies a magical skiing experience. 
Telluride sits in secluded splendor, yet 
accessible from across the nation by 
more flights than ever before. And 
once you've arrived, the ski-in/ski-out 
towns are yours to discover. 

Five nights lodging and four days 
lift tickets begin at just $395.* No 
traffic, no lift lines, no attitudes. Just 
pure bliss and everything you hope 
for in an incredible winter vacation. 

Call Telluride Central Reservations 

at 800-264-8827 for 
reservations and travel information, 
or 800-538-7754 for lodging. 
Visit our web site at www,tclski,com. 




The Most Beautiful 
Place You'll Ever Ski 

■ Valid 1/5/98 to 2/13/98. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. 
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Destination Guides... vm.- 



your vacation information resource 
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VAIU BEAVER CREEK HOME RENTALS 

WTiy stay in a hotel room when your family 
can enjoy the Vail Valley in a private home, 
condominium or townhome. 

BEST SELECTION • BEST PRICES! 
800.571.0055 



_ The Prudential® 

Gore Range Properties, Inc. 



VAIL 




Vail's most prestigious rental properties 
featuring ski-in/ski-out accessibility. Enjoy 

a true luxury experience with wine, fresh 
flowers, niaia service, a stocked refrigerator 
and a warm roaring fire to greet you. 

Ron Byrne & Associates 
970.476.1987 

285 Bridge Street • Vail, CO • 81657 



VAIL 




Minutes to Vail Village. 

1,2 & 2+ loft fully 
equipped condominiums. 

• Hot tiibs • Indoor/outdoor heated pool 
• Exercise room 'Free Shuttle 

Sandstone Creek Club 
800.421.1098 EXT. 2 00 

www.toski.com 
e mail: sandstone-creek-club@toski.com 
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Vail Cascade Condominiums offers a wide 
range of condominium and private home 

lodging in a secluded village at the base of 
lift 20. In addidon to fine dining, shop- 
ping and theatres in Cascade Village, the 

resort shuttle allows access to restaurants, 
shops and activities of V^ail Valley. 

Vail Cascade Condominiums 
800.543.4801 

970.476.6106 • Fax: 970.476.4946 

Vail Cascade Condominiums 
1476 Westhaven Drive • Vail, CO • 81657 



Beaver Creek 




AfFordable Luxury in the 
Heart of Beaver Creek 

Accommodations include one to four 
bedroom residences & offers unparralled 

hospitality, spectacular alpine views, 
ski-in/ski-out access, outdoor heated pool 
& indoor hot tub. For reservations & 
information, please call: 



* Centennial 

800.845.7060 

970.845.7600 




Pow UER Uril\.\is Coau; 1 rl l 

at Irwin Leidge, Crested Butte, CO., North America's 
largest snowcat powder skiing and snowhoarding 
operation, make your next vacation and adventure. 
Rates start at $209/day for lodging & guided activities. 



IRWiri LODGE 

America's High Adventure Vacation Resort 

888.G0-IRWIN 

970.349.9800 • Fax: 970.349.9801 
P.O. Box 457 • Crested Butte, CO •81224 



SUMMIT County 




Visit Summit County.. .Colorado's 
Playground! Choose from top quality 
condominiums at Keystone Resort, 
Lake Dillon and Silverthorne. 

• Affordable Rates • Amenities Avaijable 
Near 4 ski areas & other winter activities 
Restaurant & ski rentals on site 

iWildemest 
800.554.2212 

970.468.7851 303.825.4434 Denver Direct 



Ski Packages 




Discounted Ski Packages to all major 
resorts in the western U.S., 
Canada and Europe. 

• • • 

All inclusive packages, customized 
to fit any budget. 

• • • 

There's tw adventure like a Snomrventure! 

800.845.7157 

970.453.453.3989 Fax: 970.453.3985 

e mail: snowvtrs@colorado.net 
RO. Box 6472 • Breckenridge, CO • 80424 



Ski Packages 




Complete OAortjAo Ski Vocations! 

Air, Land, Car, Lift Tickets, Ski Rentals. Call 
Colorado's Largest ski tour operator and save up to 
$50 off your airAand ski package today! Some 
restrictions may apply. Call for your four color 
brochure and coupon savings today! Mention 
booking code: 5659 for 3 nights or 5660 for 4 or 
more nights. 



ADVENTURE TOURS 



CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-657-6689 
www.atusa.coni ^^^ai 



Destination Guides 



VAldez, Alaska 




Valdez Heli-Caaips 

Alaska's first inclusive heli-skiing 
vacations. The Magic of The Chugacn and 

Valdez has never been more accessible. 
There is a new pioneer in the Last Frontier 
you, the powder enthusiast. 

907.783.3243 
907.783.3513 fax 

http://www.alaslca.net/-heliski 
E-mail: heliski@alaska.net 
P. O. Bo.x 249.'; • \aldez, .\laska • 99686 



Snowmass Village @ Aspen 




Colorado's Ski'in Ski-out Resort 

Fly into .\spen and zip 6 miles to a ski-in, 
ski-out village with restaurants, shopping, 
entertainment, family actiWtes and cnild 
care. Discover 2,500 acres of world-class 
terrain with ski and snowboard instruction 
for everj'one from rookies to experts. 

Snowmass Village at Aspen 




800.214.7669 

www.snowmassvillage.com (..kK iihih 
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Crash 



The Sheraton 
Steamboat is just 
60 steps away from 
the base of 
the mountain. 
Call for our 
C champagne Powder 
Ski Packircs. 



Sheratoa S **'""'*'*^! 

RES CRT 

800.848.8877 

ww\v.steaml)oat-sherjton.com 
www.sheraton.com 
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basket seems to upset him. "That's cool, 
bro," he tells Tuttle. "We'll set you down 
in a good spot, you can shoot barbie all 
day long. With that lens, you can make 
35 degrees look pretty sick." 

"You're gonna learn a lot today," 
Cummings says. He leads the group 
through the standard safety briefing, then 
helps the stragglers strap on the unfamiliar 
harnesses and avalanche transceivers. 

He grins. "I am definitely 
coming back." 

McCarthy's picked up another boarder, a 
brawny guy named Ox, to round out the 
group, and Dean nods his approval: Ox is 
a seven-year Valdez vet. He knows the 
ropes, plus he rips. 

Three hours later, the ship returns, 
and the crew tumbles out, exhilarated. 
Even McCarthy looks pleased, despite 
the fact that Cummings still owes him an 
hour of airtime. The weather wasn't 
great, but they got some good shots — 
enough for at least a few minutes of 
finished video. The rest they'll have to 
pick up in Colorado. The main thing was, 
everybody finally understood what Valdez 
is all about. "It's about being so steep," 
one of the Vail boys puts it, "that you can 
never feel comfortable out there." He 
grins. "I am definitely coming back." 

Inside, around the stove, everybody 
listens as Cummings recounts the day's 
one big moment of drama. "So Ox is 
coming down this really steep face," he 
says. "It's convex, he can't see the 
bottom, and all of a sudden he's right on 
top of a cliff band." 

"Ox on the rocks," McCarthy says. 
"Yeah, he's cliffed out big time — 60 
feet of air underneath him." 

'I would have aired it, bro, but it was 
a totally flat landing," Ox says. "Coulda 
seriously compressed some vertabrae." 

"So I ski down and stop like 20 feet 
above him," Cummings continues. "I toss 
him a line. 'Just hook this into your 
harness, bro.... You do got a harness 
on, right?' Ox looks up at me. 'Dude, I 
don't think so.'" 

The story's already been told three or 
four times, but Cummings gets every- 
body laughing again. He starts to laugh 
himself, then looks over at me. 
"You can't write that," he says. •< 



Videographles 

While you can easily track down any of the 
dozens of Warren Miller titles or see this 
year's film during its theater tour, finding 
Valdez School videos can be as difficult as 
getting heli time in April. The following list is 
your ticket to a front-row seat. 

James Angrove/RAP Entertainment 

800-565-7777 

Skiing: SUcr's Dream. Into the Snow Zone. 
Rpliirn 10 the Snow Zone. Talcs from the 
Snow Zone. Curving; the While. White 
Room. Cosmic Winter. Snow Drifters, 
fiurninf: W inter 

SnovvboardiriK: It's the Source. Deuce. 
) ()itnf: A" Restless 

The DesLauriers Brothers 

800-XTEAM70 
Advance to the Steeps 

Scott Gaff nev 9 1 6-58 1 - 1 952 

li alls of Freedom. Ed^e of Existence 

Straight Up Films 916-583-8209 
Scott (Kiffncy <S. the DesLauriers Brothers 
The Promised Ldiid 

The Hatchett Brothers/Standard Rims 
916-546-4808 

Totally Board. TB-2: A New Uav of Think- 
ing. TH-3: Cominti Down the Mountain. TB- 
1: Run to the Hills. TB-5. TB-(i: Caqie Diem 

The Jones Brothers/Teton Gravity 
Research 307-734-8192 
The Continuum. Harvest 

Kevin McCarthy 970-221-5966 
En Vivo. In Vitro (To be rolea-^cdi 

Klaus Obermeyer Jr. 970-925-6006 
l 'o.\ Chase. l-'o.\ Ctiase II. Euro BASE Jump. 
Life in the Sw eet 

Greg Stump 800-356-4558 

Time Waits for Snowman. Maltese 
Flamingo. The Good. The Rad and The 
Gnarly. The Bli/zard of.Aahhs. License to 
Thrill. How to Thrill. G(m/o'dlo Extremes. 
Dr. Stranfiefflove. Steep Techniques. 
Groo\e Requiem. Skier's Guide to the 
Galaxy. Pulp Traction. P-tex. Lies and 
Duct Tape. Sil)eria. Fistful of Mo^iuls (to 
1)0 released) 

Steve Winter/Reel Adventure Films 

970-399-0860 

Soul Sessions and Epic Impressions. The 
Hedonist. The Tril)e. Fetish. Puna Vida 
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SKIING MARKETPLACE 



Classified advertising rates: $8.55 per word per issue. Minimum 15 words 
First word in capital letters, baunce of ad in upper and lower case, bold type 

ADS $9.95 per word. 

Display Classified advertising rates: $1075.00 per inch per month, payment 

MUST accompany ORDER OR CHARGE VISA. MASTERCARD. AMERICAN EXPRESS. DiNERS 

Club or Discover Card. 



advertisers using a p.o. box number in ad must furnish complete name and 
street address for our records. 

Next Issue: January 1998 on sale December 9th closes for advertising 
October 6th. Send ad with payment or charge number (include expiration 
datei to skiing Classified. 2 Park Avenue. New York. NY 10016. 
Or call bob Marczak at 1 -800-445-27 1 4 OR 2 1 2-779-5495 Fax 2 1 2-779-5568. 



REAL ESTATE/SALES 



( ONDOMINUM.S lOK SM.K 



COLORADO 



VAIITBEAVER CREEK- Condominiums, homes, lots, rental 
income programs. 800-€27-VAIL. VAIL REALTY & RENTAL 
MANAGEMENT. 



EUROPE 



LARGE SWISS CONDOMINIUM. 2BR. Sleeps 6. 2BA, 98.9 
square meters, on slopes. Bellwald/ Bhg, family area, tennis, 
pool, restaurant, views. NON-SWISS CAN PURCHASE! 
USA: (410)255-1496. FAX(410)255-7035. 



VERMONT 



SUGARBUSH- Fumistied condominiums near slopes. 1BR 
$37.(XX).. 4BR $65,000. Call tor broctiure. Sugatbusti Invest- 
ment Properties 8(X)-52 1-4550. 



RENTAL HOMES/RESORTS 



HI D <V HUl \KI \S I 



COLORADO 



BRECKENRIDGE- Allarre Timbers Inn. Private Baths, Hot 
Tubs. Fireplaces. Web She: http://colorado-bnb.com/allaire 
800-624-4904. 970-453-7530 



NEW MEXICO 



SKI TAOS- Best of the Southwest- Jacuzzi Suites. Fire- 
places. Full Breakfast. Views. 800-532-2041. hrtpJI 
taoswebb.com/hotel/artistshouse/ 
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CAUFORNIA/NEVADA 



HEAVENLY Luxury House 4BR. Jacuzzi, Lakeview; Also In- 
cline. Diamond Peak 3BR Chalet, midway Heavenly/ Squaw 
209-586-2991. 



SOUAW VALLEY- Luxurious, Large. 6BR, 4 1/2BA. Fully 
Equipped. Walk to Slope. Loft. Spa, Piano, Garage. 
(415)292-5628. 



TAHOE - Luxurious 4 bedroom. 3 bath home on one acre. 
Walk to lifts. Sleeps 10 Fireplaces, hot tub. 2 living rooms, 
cable TV, laundry. Minutes to casinos. $1750 per week. 
702-588-2665. 



CANADA 



WHISTLER/ BLACKCOMB Ski to 5 bedroom kjg chalet, 3 
bathrooms. 2 fireplaces, sleeps 14. $375. U.S. nightly, 
(604)228-0602/ 222-3728. dhsmith©unixg.ubc,ca 



WHISTLER - Luxury Ski-out chalet. Private outdoor hot-tub, 
fireplace and much more. 3 bedrooms + den, 3 bathrooms, 
excellent value (604)932-3188. 



WHISTLER - Canadiana luxury chalet. Fully equipped. 15 
minutes walk to lifts/ village. Accommodates 4-8. Excel- 
lant value. 1-800-656-6631. 



COLORADO 



ASPEN/SNOWMASS Five Bedroom House. Hottub, Sauna, 
Fireplace, Sl400-2500/week, Free Shuttle. Parking Pemiit. 
419-294-1528. 



BRECKENRIDGE: 4BR, 3BA. Ski Chalet near Peak 8. Hot 
tub, Cable, Fireplace. Great View. 704-624-6267. 



COLORADO 



BRECKENRIDGE: LUXURY HOUSE IN TOWN. 
SLEEPS 22 PEOPLE. HOT TUB, CABLE TV. SUN- 
DECK. 1-800-547-9055 WEEKDAYS. 



BRECKENRIDGE BEAUTIUFUL TOWNHOME NEAR 
SNOWFLAKE LIFT, CATHEDRAL CEILINGS, 3BR + COZY 
DEN. PRIVATE SPA, SUNDECKS, AMENITIES, S275-S590 
NIGHT. 5650/ CHRISTMAS. OWNER (847)438-3228. 
(773)278-9346. www.cyt)erconnect.com/breckenridge 



BRECKENRIDGE, Private, Family-Owned 
Mountain Homes. Best Locations / On Slopes! All 
Amenities imaginable! Perfect Ski Vacations, 
Corporate Gataways, Reunions, Weddings, 
Summer Retreats. Sleep 4-22, 1-800-343-3088. 



BRECKENRIDGE LUXURIOUS HOME IN TOWN, BY 
SHUTTLE, 4BR. 3BA, SLEEPS 2-10. HOTTUB, EX- 
TRAS, NON-SMOKING, S350-S525/ NIGHT. $775/ 
CHRISTMAS, OWNER 1-800-699-4541. hftp:// 
www.brecknet.com/wgtn/home.hlml 



BRECKENRIDGE, KEYSTONE, COPPER Lux- 
urious 5BR, 3-1/2BA, Gourmet Kitchen, Billiard 
Room, Hot Tub, Owner Rents 1-800-982-8245. 
E-mail: waldow32@aol.com 



Cozy home in BRECKENRIDGE. sleeps 8, hot tub, quiet 
neighborhood. 5 blocks to town, toll-free 1-888-344-3221. 
thiel0cok>rado.net 



BRECKENRIDGE: PRIVATE HOME. Very Comfortable, 
Stunning Views. 2BR/2BA Sleeps 4-8. 2 Bkxks to Shuttle, 4 
Btocks to Mam St. $140-S325/Night. (303)499-2462. 



BRECKENRIDGE: 4BR. 2-1/2BA, HOME ON PEAK 7, HOT 
TUB, DECK. VIEW, FIREPLACE. SLEEPS 10. DIS- 
COUI^ED RATE 1-800-565-0481. 



Ski KEYSTONE, A-BASIN. BRECKENRIDGE. COPPER, 
new k>g home. 4BR, 36A, fireplace, spectacular views, con- 
venient. (770)394-1268. 



KEYSTONE, BRECKENRIDGE, COPPER, VAIL; LUX- 
URY LOG HOMES, PRIVATE HOTTUB. SPECTAC- 
ULAR VIEWS, FIREPLACES, COMPLETELY FUR- 
NISHED, SLEEPS 8-12, (303) 680-1977. 
http://wwte.com/colorado/dillon1 .htm 



KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE. The Consumers Attema- 
tive- SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET 
DISCOUNTS (S12- $15 Off) PRIVATE HOT TUBS! 
1-800-750-1657. 303-744-9020. 



STEAMBOAT: BY OWNERS. LUXURIOUS HOME. FAN- 
TASTIC VIEWS, 4BR/4BA. HOTTUB, STEAM. 4TVs. 
2VCR's. 2FP's. 1BR/ 1BA UNrr AVAILABLE. (713)960-1001. 
(713)467-6787. BROCHURE. 



Ste amboat 

Mf^^Ml Superb 

^^^^^ Vacation 
|raar.;? Lodging 

ILVMI 800-525-4537 



Privately Owned Homes and Condominiums. Kids 
Ski Free Amenities, Affordable. Personalized 
Preview • cybercastles.com/castles Mt. Castles. Inc 
tax 970-879-1425 



STEAMBOATS RNEST SKMN/ OUT LUXURY HOME, 
Sleeps 16 to 20, Indoor A Outdoor Party Hot Tubs, Sauna, 
Billiard Room, Etc... 1-800-523-9384. 



STEAMBOAT SPRINGS. CO. Most elegant 
home 5BR, 4-1 /2BA, Jacuzzi, Dry Sauna, & Sub- 
urban auto. RENT DIRECT SAVE 40%! 
(512)327-5767. (512)329-4203. 



COLORADO 



VAIL- 3 Bedroom/ 3 Full Baths Chalet. Sleeps 6-8. Master- 
bath Spa. W/D. Non-Smoking. (847)255-9428. 

vail; BEAVER CREEK- 30* line homes to choose from. 1-5 
bedrooms. Best skiing in the world. Competitive Rates. Sea- 
sonal rentals available. CaH Mdnemey-McVey now. 
(800)544-5236- 

VAIUBEAVER CREEK New Exquisite Large Home. Fabu- 
lous Views. 4 BR, 4 1/2 BA. Hottub, $525/ Night. Owner. 
303-530-4304. 

VAIL- Luxury Home. 6 Bedroom. 5 Bath / 2 Bedroom. 2 Bath. 
Sleeps 15/6. Spa. 5 Night Minimum. S250-S900/ Night. 
970-926O449. 

WINTER PARK 6 Bedroom Home plus Guest Cottage. 
Sleeps 18. Fireplaces. Amenities. Views. Brochure. 
970-726-9249. 

WINTER PARK. Luxury Townhome. Sleeps 12. Spectacular 
View, Owner's Rate, Hot Tub, Shuttle Servk». Free Informa- 
tion Package. 1-800-896-4320. 

MONTANA 



BIG SKY 7,000 Sq.Ft. 7BD, 4 1/2BA, INDOOR POOL. JAC- 
CUZZI. POOL TABLE. $550+/NT. BROCHURE YEAR 
ROUND. 406-995-4185. 

UTAH 

ALT/V SNOWBIRD Area. Luxury Ski Homes and Condomin- 
iums. 2-6 Bedrooms. Hot tubs. Fireplaces. Saunas, etc.. 
$175-$425/ night. 1-800-472-4801. 

ALTA SNOWBIRD AREA. LUXURY HOMES AND TOWN- 
HOUSES. 3-5 BEDROOMS. FIREPLACES. HOT TUBS. 
VIEWS. $250-$375 ALPENHAUS LODGING 800-627-0381. 

MINUTES TO ALTA SNOWBIRD LUXURY FURNISHED 3-5 
BEDROOM HOUSES. CAPACITY 12 LONGER RENTALS 
DISCOUNTED. 1-800-905-9828. 

PARK CITY 4 bedroom 3-1/2 bath home, satellite. VCR. fire- 
place, microwave, garage, laundry (801 )783-2496. 

PARK Cmr BEAUTIFUL NEW 3BR 4BA HOMES. STEPS 
TO TOWN UFT SYSTEM. VERY CLEAN. 1-800-754-0563. 

PARK CITY DEER VALLEY. COMPETITIVE 
RATES BUDGET TO LUXURY ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS. R&R PROPERTIES. 800-348^759, 
801-649-6175 FAX 801-649-6225. 
www.lfoa.coin/iT Email: lodgingQdltell.com 

PARK cmr SKI CHALET. 2 Block* to Resort, 4 plus B«l- 
rooms, 3 Baths, Sleeps 10 plus. Pool tat>le. Hot Tub, Fire- 
place, Walking Distance to Downtown & Resort, Dyna- 
mlte Ski Rsntal. 1-80(M22-9997. 

PARK CITY: 6 BEDROOM, 4 BATH HOUSE, EXCELLENT 
LOCATION, SPA. SAT.- SAT. IN HIGH SEASON 
800-553-2284. 

PARK CTTY New Datux* 3,4,& 5 BR HOMES (W/3,4,«5 
BA). Hottubs. fireplaces, luxurious furnishings and best 
location. Call Resortside Homes. 800-255-6163. httpJI 
www.resortstde.com 

PARK CITY- FINEST RESTORED HOME IN OLD TOWN. 
AVAILABLE 12/20«7 THRU 1/2/98. 4BR. 3BA, HOTTUB. 
2500 SQUARE FEET. 2 BLKS SKI-IN, SKI-OUT. S650 
NIGHT. 1-800-892-4544x100. 

PARK CITY/ WOLF MTN - Secluded 3BR, 2BA "Aspen Hide- 
away" home. Hottub. fireplace, non-smoking. S300/nightty. 
Owner. (801)649-7586, E-mail:abakeredrtell.com Toil-Free 
1-888-332-0355 

PARK CrTY/DEER VALLEY: New Home. All /Amenities. 
3BR/36A, Sleeps 7-10. Best Location, Walk to Main St./Town 
Lift. 801-649-2948. 



^g§) SKIING OCTOBER 1997 



UTAH 

RUSTIC PARK CITY EXECUTIVE HOME. 4BD, 4BA, 4 Rre- 
places, Sleeps 12. Hot tub, Adjacent to X-Country Ski 
Course, Near lift, 1/2 Block from free Transportation, 
Complete Recreation Room. 1 -B0<M22-9997. 

VERMONT 

KILUNGTON 4 Bedroom Home, Sleeps Twelve, 3 Minutes 
to Lifts, Nice Amenities and Views, (800)270-7750. 

KILLINGTON Overlooking trails, luxury, 6-BR, 4 baths, hot 
tub, sauna, sleeps 12-16. All amenities, reasonable, eve- 
nings: 914-967-4313:201-467-0129. 

KILLINGTON-GORGEOUS CHALET: 5BR, master with fire- 
place, 4 BA, two Jacuzzis, sunken living room with 42" TV, 
cable, VCR, stereo, CD, two fireplaces. 203-356-8988 or 
800-694-2250 (office). 

KILLINGTON. 5 Bedrooms, trail views, deluxe, sleeps 14, 
hottub, Sunday through Friday. Owner Discount.(401)351- 
5354. 

KILLINGTON sklhouse shares, room/ bed, mature group, 
view of mountain, modem, spa, sauna, weekend*, 
860-871-9251. 

Killington 

accomodations 

GlazebrookTownhouses 

800-5444742 

Location 3/4 mile to slopes with chauffeured (shuttle) 
service. Walk to 5 Restaurants, 3 Night Clubs, 3 Ski Shops. 
800-544-8742. 



KILLINGTON 2 MILES FROM LIFTS. ATTRACTIVE 3 BED- 
ROOM. 2 BATH, TV/VCR/ CABLE, FIREPLACE, W/D. 
SLEEPS 10. MID-WEEK- $625, WEEKEND- $575, WEEK- 
$1000. (914)472-7130. 



KILLINGTON - OKEMO LUXURY Five bedroom, Muna, 
hottub. All amenities. Great master suites. 203-481-4424 
or 1-800-334-6062. 



STOWE: 4BR, 2BA, FIREPLACE, BALCONY, AMENITIES. 
ACCOMMODATES SMALL TO 15+ GROUPS. $1050+, 7 
NIGHTS. (413)549-6839. 



STOWE. Scandinavia Chalets 2,3,5,6 BRs Fully Equipped, 
Fireplace. T.V,. Telephone, Resort Amenities, 3 Minutes from 
Slopes 1-800-544-4229. 



Sugarbush North- fully equipped 6 bedroom, 3 bath chalet. 
Walk to lifts. Cable, fireplace, stereo, sleeps 14. Rates; 5 
days $1300., 7 days $1500, wknd $950. Call earty for New 
Year's and Febmary vacation. Evenings, (617)593-0640; 
(617)593-3097. 



WYOMING 



JACKSON HOLE- YELLOWSTONE- GRAND TETON: 2 & 3 
bedroom luxury cabins, private spas, central location, com- 
pletely furnished. 307-733-9174- (http://www.wyoming.com/ 
-jacksonhole/ra-rentals) 



CONDOM IMIMS FAST 



VERMONT 



SKI FOR LESS- Killington. Sugarbush, Others. 
Siopeside Condo Lodging, & Lifts. Lowest Rates 
Guaranteed! Tours De Sport (800)777-7650. 



KlUINGTON 

and STAY WITH US 

1-800-S38-3007 

Largest selection of ski properties, 
condos, homes. Budget to Luxury. 
#1 in trailside locations. 

KIlllHeTON RESERVATION CENTER! 




KILLINGTON 1, 2, 3, or 4 Bedroom Condos. Sleep two to 
twelve. Walk to lifts, Awesome Amenities, Owner Rates. 
(800)270-7750. 



VERMONT 

THE WOODS RESERVATIONS- Luxurious 
Condominiums Nestled in the Heart of the 
prestigious WOODS RESORT. European Spa, 
Award-Winning Restaurant, and Shuttle. One 
of Killington's Finest. Call 1-800-438-1952. 



1.800. 642. 1147 

KILLINGTON 



Check us out on the web at 

www.wisevacations.com 

or for a free fax brochure dial: 

1 . 800 . 831 . 8308 ext 202 



TfjeifKxtfeutntvs. 
TJjelxsttukies. 
TIjc umistseixtiai. 



vacations 

Box 231 

Killington, VT 05751 



STRICTLY RENTALS. Homes, condos at OKEMO or on the 
lakes. Weekend, week, season. Ludlow, Vermont. 
(800)776-5149. 



OKEMO MTN: SKI-IN/SKI-OUT Plush, New Luxurious Led- 
gewood & Solitude Units. 3 Bedrooms, TV, VCR, Fireplace, 
Jacuzzi. Available V^eekends & Midweek. Owner Discounted 
Rates! 800-717-3622. 



OKEMO Ski-in/ Ski-out luxury 1-4 bedroom units, fireplace, 
pool, fully equipped. Mid-week discounts. Siopeside Only 
Condominium Rentals. 802-228-8999. 



OKEMO'S most luxurious condominiums 3 and 4 bedroom, 
siopeside units. Weekly, Mid-week, Weekends. Owner. Eve- 
nings (800)995-4806. 



OKEMO'S SPECTACULAR TRAILSIDE 

Convenience... Unsurpassed views. 
Luxury Feotures Including Sounos. Jacuzzis, and 
Wraparound Decks. The most magnipcent location ever 
Weekends. MIdweetc. and Seasonal Rentals Available. 

CALL 1-800-829-8205 



MOUNTAINSIDE RESORT STOWE, VER- 
MONT. Fully equipped condos. Serene hillside 
setting, Indoor pool, sauna, jacuzzi. Minutes to x- 
country, alpine sl<iing, dining, shopping. 
800-458-4893. 



STOWE: Chalets and condominiums for the discriminating 
skier. Simoneau Realty, P.O. 1291, Stowe, Vermont 05672. 
802-253-4623. 



STRATTON MTN.- Luxury Siopeside condos/ fine homes. 
2-6 BRs. Weekend/ season. VERMONT CH RENTALS 
800-736-8259. 



STRATTON RESORT AREA: Finest Homes/ Condominiums. 
Sales and Rentals. Seasonal, Weekly, Mid-Week. Week- 
ends. Min. 2 Night. $175/ Day. Open 7 Days. Winhall Real 
Estate Inc., Box 740, Bondville, VT 05340, 1-800-214-5648. 



Sugarbush Mad River Condos and Houses. Romantic B&BS. 
Individualized Service to Suit Your needs. Call Trudy WoH 
Real Estate 802-496-2124. Box 184. Waitsfield. Vemiont 
05673. 



SUGARBUSH VILUVGE TRAILSIDE VACA- 
TION RENTALS, full kitchens, shuttle, CATV. 
800-451-4326, RR1 Box 68-12, Warren, VT 
05674. www.sugarbushvillage.com 
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CAUFORNIA/NEVADA 



BEST OF TAHOE. Outstanding 2 - 7 bedroom condos in 
quiet forested setting near skiing, lake, entertainment. Private 
hottubs. FAXABLE brochure with maps, floorplans, prices. 
Owner (905)634-9859, http://www.accomodationtahoe.com 



CALIFORNIA/NEVADA 

CALL 800-624-3887 $$SAVE$$ LODGING, LIFTS, 1-8 
BEDROOM CONDOS, CABINS, HOMES. SKI-IN/ SKI-OUT, 
MOUNTAIN, LAKEVIEWS, FIREPLACE, HOTTUB. http:// 
www.at-tahoe.com TAHOEMGTSAOL.COM 

"HEAVENLY- LAKE TAHOE Homes, Condominiums, Re- 
sorts. Ski-In/ Out Panoramic Lake/ Ski Views Available. Re- 
sort Properties 1(800)999-5177, www.resortprop.com 

LAKE TAHOE VACATION RENTAL CONDOS & HOMES - 
1 TO 5 BEDROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED. MINUTES TO 
HEAVENLY SKIING AND STATELINE S CASINOS. FOR 
"FREE" BROCHURE, INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS 
1-800-635-0066 or 1-800-242-5387 lnternet:http:// 
www.lakevillage.com. 

LAKE TAHOE- BUDGET LODGING. HOTELS, STUDIOS, 
ONE TO FOUR BEDROOM CONDOMINIUMS, HOMES, 
FROM $70. 1-800-522-SNOW. DISCOUNTED AIRFARES. 

SKI LAKE TAHOE, SLEEP 2-24, CONDOS, 
HOMES, CABINS. HOT TUBS, FIREPLACES, 
FREE BROCHURE, ASK ABOUT SPECIALS, 
EMERALD REALTY 800-447-8955. 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE TOWNHOUSE. Heavenly Valley casi- 
nos. Sleeps 6, fireplace, TV, pool, Jacuzzi, sauna. 
$875/week. (415)584-4627. 

SOUTH TAHOE- Heavenly Valley/Casinos, 3BR, condo, 
sleeps 9. Fireplace, mountain view, indoor pool/spa 
(415)388-1181. 

AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF TAHOE. DELUXE, MODERATE, ECON- 
OMY. LOWEST AIRFARE/ PACKAGES. 15 YEARS EX- 
PERIENCE. 800-255-6451. http://www.rescenter.eom 

CANADA 



SKI CANADA FOR LESS! Customized ski vaca- 
tions to Whistler, Banff, Red Mountain. Best 
Deals, great service, call Moguls/Tours de Sport 
for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 
www.skimoguls.com 

ACCOMMODATION BLACKCOMB WHISTLER. Luxury and 
affordable condos fully equipped. (604)898-1675. 
hawk@mountain-inter.net 

ALPINE SKI HOLIDAYS - 17 ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
DESTINATIONS INCLUDING WHISTLER/ BLAC- 
KCOMB. COMPLETE PACKAGES AIR ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS, LIFTS. www.assh.com/snow 
800-875-6408. 

AFFORDABLE WHISTLER PACKAGES; air lodging, lift, 
transfers, activities, local specialists, Topnotch T/FREE 
WHISTLER CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 1-888-676-6824. 



ACCOMMODATION 
WHISTLER/BLACKCOMB 



WHISTLER EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES 
Luxury 1-S BDRM. Condos, Homes, Chalets. 
(604) 93S-S3S3, (604) 938-3410 (fax) 
Email:wex@exclusive-properties.(oin 
web: www.exdusive-propefties.com 



WHISTLER, ALPINE ACCOMMODATION: Luxurious, 
affordable, mountainside townhomes; fully 
equipped, ski-in/out. Hot-tubs, fireplaces, views. Dis- 
count lift passes. 604-938-0707; fax 604-938-1061; 
ava@whlstler.net: wvvw.alplne-accommodatlon.com 

WHISTLER - BUCKCOMB PRIVATE RENTAL ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS: CONDOS, HOMES AND TOWNHOMES FOR 
RENT BY OWNERS. TEL/FAX 604-873-1419; E-MAIL US: 
allura®res.com WEBSITE: wv™. res.com/-allura/ 

COLORADO 



SKI COLORADO FOR LESS! Customized ski va- 
cations to all major resorts. Best Deals, great ser- 
vice, call Moguls/Tours de Sport for brochure or 
trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, www.skimoguls.com 

AMAZING LOCATIONS AND VALUES IN ASPEN on rental 
condominiums and homes, from economical to luxury. 
Discounts for stays of 5 days or more. Call ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN RESIDENTIAL today for reservations at 
1-800-864-4334. 
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COLORADO 



ASPEN: Deluxe 2 bedroom, 2 bath condomin- 
ium, with beautiful views of Aspen Mountain. 
Convenient & Reasonable. (847)234-381 8(H), 
(847)234-6440(0). 




1-800-54 ASPEN RESERVATION HOTLINE 

ASPEN Ski packages, studio to 5 bedroom condos. homes, 
hotel, ski lodges, B&Bs. See our website at: 
http://www.aspenclassic.com 

ASPEN: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, Hotels. 
Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST. 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.eom 

ASPEN- Nice, Bright 2 Bedroom. Best Location! Block tc 
Gondola. All Amenities. Reasonable. Brochure 
(810)594-3333. 



Aspen Affordable? 
You Bet! 



Call 1-80(M33-8465 

www.inc-cann«yprop-Com 



Great In Town Locations on Condominiums 
and Homes. Walk to Lifts & Center of 
Town. Packages from $89/pp per Night Lift 
& Lodging. 1-800-433-8465. 

ASPEN/ SNOWMASS Luxury Economic Homes 
and Condominiums. 2-7 bedrooms with full 
amenities and slopeside access. Alpine Property 
Management, PO Box 6398, Snowmass Village, 
CO. 81615. 1-800-543-0839. 

ASPEN SNOWMASS LODGING COMPANY- Steps 
from the Aspen Mountain Gondola and the heart of 
downtown. Offering hotel rooms and condominiums 
from the surprisingly affordable to Rocky Mountain 
refined! 80O-321-702S. 

ASPEN- SNOWMASS, large variety of private ski homes 
and condominiums. FIRST CHOICE PROPERTIES & 
MANAGEMENT. PO Box 6028, Snowmass Village, CO 
81615. 1 -800-759-3686. 



ASPEN-SNOWMASS. Great rate! $240 Night, Sleeps 8, Near 
litts and X-C/Trek. 308-762-681 1 Weekdays. http:/Avwte.cotn/ 
snowms2.htm 

ASPEN/ SNOWMASS- Free Reservation Ser- 
vice. Hotels, B&B's, Condominiums, Houses. 
All Prices, All Sizes. Aspen Resort Accommo- 
dations 1-888-862-7736, aresorta@rof.net 



ASPEN - Attractive, comfortable two bedrooms/baths, full 
kitchen, 3TV's, VCR, hall block to town and gondola. Owner 
800-699-8296. 



ASPEN - Beautifully Furnished 2 Bedroom Condo, Block from 
Gondola, Views, Fireplaces, Reasonable. Owner (516) 
676-2200. 



BEAVER CREEK 

CONDO RENTALS 

SKI-IN SKI-OUT 

800-232-8372 



BEAVER CREEK/VAIL - STRAWBERRY 
PARK, TOWNSEND PLACE, BORDERS 
LODGE, HIGHLAND SLOPESIDE deluxe 
"SKI-IN" condominiums. Pool/hottub. Free 
Color Rental Guide. Vail Realty/Rental 
Management. www.vailrealty.com 
1-800-BEAVER-C (800-232-8372). 



COLORADO 



BEAVER CREEK/ VAIL- Fantastic 1-5 Bedroom Condos 
Slopeside and Economy Rentals. Short term to 6 months 
seasonal rentals. All the comforts of home! 800-544-5236 
Mclnemey-McVey. 

BEAVER CREEK: Ski in/out. near Hyatt, Spacious 3BR, 3BA, 
Fireplace, Heated Pool, Jacuzzi, Sauna, Amenities, 
908-766-7717. 

BRECKENRIDGE - Beautiful 1 & 2 bedroom condos. Located 
50 ft. from entrance to base 9 lifts. Steps from heated outdoor 
pool and holtubs. Strolling distance to town. Owner operated 
for exceptional rates 1-800-851-6141. 24 hrs. reservation. 

BRECKENRIDGE - BEAUTIFUL TWO BEDROOM CONDO. 
Sleeps Six. Fireplace. Hottub. All Amenities, Great Location! 
Owner: (303)670-5064. http://wwte.com/co13.hlm 

BRECKENRIDGE, One or two bedrooms, sleep 4-8. Stay in 
town or ski in/ out. Amenities. MC/ Visa.1-800-841-6347. 

BRECKENRIDGE Sleeps 10, 2 baths, hot-tubs, pool, sauna. 
150 yards to lifts and shopping. From $110. (405)765-7700. 
After 1 1/1/97 (580)765-7700 

BRECKENRIDGE AND SUMMIT COUNTY. Condos, cot- 
tages and private homes. Downtown or out of town. BIG- 
HORN RENTALS 1-800-826-7706. http://www.skinet.com/ 
classifieds/ads/bighorn 



• BRECKENRIDQE • KEYSTONE • 
• COPPER MTN • raiSCO • DILLON • 



25°o DISCOUNT 



Som* mtrk^tlora apply. 

1-800-766.1477 

htlp:/Aiw<w.»e»oon .ooni^odglng/m«wqt» 



BRECKENRIDGE Sleeps 8, Close to Peak 8 Lifts and on 
Shuttle Route (303)424-8797 Evenings, www.skivista.com/ 
1400 

BRECKENRIDGE 3BR. 4BA Townhouses. Fully Equipped, 
Sleep 10-14. Pool, Hot Tubs, Saunas. Call Rocky 
1-800-343-8942. 




Four 
Seasons 
Lodging 




RECKENRIDGE ... 

COLORADO'S KINGDOM 

1-800-848-3434 



IN-TOWN LODGING FROM HOTEL ROOMS 
TO FOUR BEDROOM TOWNHOMES. SKI IN/ 
SKI OUT OR W/ALK TO LIFT. LIFT PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE. E-mail: fourseas@brecknet.com 
INTERNET; http;//viww.brecknet.com/4seasons 



BRECKENRIDGE- 1 & 2BR ski-in condos in town. Ask about 
ski free/stay free, last minute bookings, discounts. 
1 -800-866-0300, www.wildwood-suites.com 



BRECKENRIDGE- Ski-in, Ski-out, Sleeps seven comfortably. 
Fully furnished. Hot tub access. Competitive Rates. Owner 
800-409-0086. 



BRECKENRIDGE 3BR. 3BA. Fireplace, Private Jacuzzi. Ca- 
ble, Dishwasher, W/D. Excellent Winter / Summer Rates. 
501-741-8075, 407-679-3874. 



Breckenridge ■ SKI IN/OUT - Studio through 7 Bedroom 
condos/ homes; SLEEPS 2-26; walk town; spa. 
1-800-551-2554. 



BRECKENRIDGE - Two bedroom. Peak 8 condo. Sleeps 4-6, 
Fireplace, Hot Tubs, Shuttle. Owner: 1-888-265-8788. http:// 
www. akamail. com/robin/ 



BRECKENRIDGE! FOUR BEDROOM. Private spa/sauna! 
W/D. Shuttle. (Christmas- $350.) $250 nightly. Brochure- 
970-468-8263. Fax 970-468-7532. 



BRECKENRIDGE - 1,2,3BR w/loft, sleep 2-10, ski-in/out, 
mountain views, amenities, in-town convenience, free video, 
discounted, http://www.colorado.net/brc/wests.html 
1-800-754-8677. 



BRECKENRIDGE SKI-IN/ OUT, SKIWATCH, 2BDRM, 2BA, 
LOFT, HOTTUB, $140+ UP, ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS, NEARBY, http://www.skivista.com 970-453-7504. 



COLORADO 



BRECKENRIDGE- Great location! 200 yards to lifts AND 
town. Luxury 2BFt/2BA, pool, hottub, fireplace, views. 
(760)431-5062. 



SKI BRECKENRIDGE 



Gold Point Lodging 

CJuolitv Accommodations • Atlorciable Prices 
AIR • GROUND • LODGING • LIFTS 



1-800-231-3780 



BRECKENRIDGE- Skl-in/Skl-out, 3BR/3 1/2BA and 4BR/4 
1/2BA Base Peak 9, Premiere Chateaux units w/al 
amenities. Call Owner direct (316)838-6357. 

BRECKENRIDGE- Affordable, Luxury 2BR + Loft, 2BA, Neai 
Lifts, Fireplaces, Views. Sleeps 4-10. OWNER DISCOUNTS. 
(303)554-0028. 




WOOD WINDS 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

1-800-403-6744 



BRECKENRIDGE: Top rentals... Town, Mountain or Ski 
In/out. Your choice for quality vacations. Holidays avail. CaU 
Woodwinds & Compare. Fx 970-453-7254. 
http://vTOw.woodwindsbreck.com 



ALPINE SKI HOLIDAYS - 17 ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
DESTINATIONS INCLUDING BRECKENRIDGE. COM- 
PLETE PACKAGES AIR ACCOMMODATIONS, LIFTS. 
800-875-6408. www.assh.com/snow 

BRECKENRIDGE, COPPER, KEYSTONE. Deluxe 2 Bed- 
room Townhome. Sleeps 8. Garage. Clubhouse. (Hot-Tub) 
Shuttle. $135+. 303-469-3842. 




BRECKENRIDGE, COLORADO. CALL NOW! TWO FREE 
COLOR CATALOGS FEATURING LODGING ACCOMO- 
DATIONS WITH TRAVEL DISCOUNTS, RENTAL EQUIP- 
MENT ACCESSORIES AND TRAIL MAR SKI COUNTRY 
RESORTS AND SPORTS 1-800-633-8388, http://www.skl- 
country.com 



BRECKENRIDGE/ FRISCO - 1-3 bedroonfl 
condos, great locations, near lifts/ village^ 
amenities, hot tubs, LIFT DISCOUNTS. BLACK 
DIAMOND LODGING (http:/i 
www.BDLodging.com) 800-557-3840 

BRECKENRIDGE - COMPLETE TRAVEL 
PACKAGES! Very affordable Rates. Condomin- 
iums, Townfiomes and Private Homes. PEAK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT INC. 
1-800-458-7998. 

BRECKENRIDGE: SKI-IN,SKI-OUT. IN TOWN OR ON THE 
MOUNTAIN. 3, 4, OR 6 BEDROOM TOWN HOMES W/ 
FIREPLACE, LUXURY FURNISHINGS, PRIVATE HOTTUB, 
PRIVATE GARAGE, JACUZZI BATH, FULL KITCHENS, 
LAUNDRY. OWNER MANAGED. CALL TINA AT 
1-888-388-3149 qOLL-FREE). 

BRECKENRIDGE FRISCO/ KEYSTONE. The Consumer-^ 
Alternative" SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIF 
TICKET DISCOUNTS ($12- $15 off) PRIVATE HOT TUBS 
1-800-750-1657, 303-744-9020. 
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COLORADO 



BRECKENRIDGE: PRIME LOCATION, WALK PEAK NINE, 
DOWNTOWN, SPACIOUS, 2BR, LOFT. SLEEPS 8-10, 
POOL, JACUZZI. 1-800-365-9112. 



BRECKENRIDGE SKI IN - OUT PEAK 8, 2 BEDROOMS, 
LOFT 2-1/2 BATH, FIREPLACE, HOT TUBS 410-666-1190. 



BRECKENRIDGE - SKI IN/OUT - Beautiful, unique homes, 
cottages or condos. In/Out of town. Sleep 2-24. 
800-282-1633. 



REM 




GENUINE COLORADff 



Free 24-page, full-color catalog 

features 190 properties 
EXECUTIVE RESORTS INC. 

Call Ibdav: i;(M)-424-i;4(l() 



EXi 
301 



BRECKENRIDGE townhome. 3BR w/loft, 2BA. Sleeps 10. 
Ski-shuttle, views, W/D. Healthclub Membership. 
$600-$1000/week. Owner, (303)674-8177. 

BRECKENRIDGE Condo, 2 Bed, 1 Bath, Spa, Shuttle, 
Sleeps 6. $750.00 Week. (303)693-6468. 



BRECKENRIDGE- Elegant, Large 3BD 4BA Townhouse 

Sleeps 10. Three Fireplaces, Indoor Outdoor Pool and Jacuz- 
zi's. Cable. VCR s. Shuttle. 1 ■800-798-8607, 

BRECKENRIDGE- SKI-IN/SKI-OUT ATTRACTIVE STUDIO 
NEAR NEW LIFT ON PEAK 9, SLEEPS 4. OWNER: 
1-800-SKI-4024 (1-800-754-4024). 



BRECKENRIDGE Luxury Cimarron Condo! Ski in/out, 2 bed/ 
bath, Sleeps six, Hottubs, Sauna, Pool, 1-800-536-2172, 
1-316-872-2419 evenings 



COPPER: Slopeside 3BR/3BA, w/loft. Fireplace, cable, hot- 
tub. Sleeps 8-10. Walk to lift, restaurants, shops. 
(202)829-3920. 



COPPER MOUNTAIN- 1BR + Loft, 2BA, Sleeps 6. Fireplace, 
Hotlub, Sauna. Skl-in/Ski-out, Weekly Rates- Nov/$550, 
Dec/$775. Jan & Feb/$850, April/$550. 715-589-4619. 



CRESTED BUHE, COLORADO-Truly SKI-IN/ 
SKI-OUT. Select condominiums. Fireplaces, 
decks, hot tubs, full kitchens, all amenities. 
LODGING, LIFTS, AIR, TRANSFERS 
1-800-521-6593. 



CRESTED BUHE- High Country Resorts- 
Best selection of condominiums. Studio- 4 
bedrooms with all amenities. Discount pack- 
ages available. Air, lifts, transfers, rental cars. 
www.highcountry.com 800-451-5699. 



CRESTED BUHE, COLORADO, Luxurious 
fully equipped home, gorgeous views, 3 bed- 
rooms, loft, hot tub, fireplace, all amenities, 
brochure. (908)369-5633. 



CRESTED BUTTE: Largest selection Condominiums, 
Homes, Hotels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI 
WEST, 800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 



BARGAIN CONDOMINIUMS - Classy, clean and comfort- 
able. Clubhouse with pool and Jacuzzi. Rent Direct. Dillon 
(970)468-2261 . 



DILLON/KEYSTONE- Condos & homes from S85/night. Dis- 
count lift tlx. ski & board rentals & lodging pkgs. Call or fax for 
brochures & photos. Columbine Mgt. Co. 1-800-944-9601. 
Fax:970/468-2556 e-mail: 1 031 21 ,742 @ compuserve.com 
Free shuttle service. 



DILLON/ KEYSTONE. "The Consumer's Alternative SAVE! 
50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET DISCOUNTS 
(S12-$15 off), PRIVATE HOT TUBSII -800-750-1 657, 
303-744-9020. 



LAKEFRONT DILLON - CHOICE ACCOMMODATIONS, 
MINUTES AWAY FROM KEYSTONE, COPPER MTN, 
BRECKENRIDGE, A-BASIN - DISCOUNT LIFT TICKETS 
AVAILABLE. CALL ERIKA 1-800-525-9185, 970-468-6131. 



DILLON- Lakefront Luxury Accommodations, Views, 
Fireplaces, Free Shuttle, Walk to Shops, Major Ski Areas 
(303)202-0991. 



COLORADO 



DILLON- SILVERTHORNE Quality One, Two, 
Three Bedroom condos from $70. nightly. Pri- 
vate homes, Kitchens, fireplaces. Pool, Ja- 
cuzzi. Discount Lift Tickets. Shuttle to Key- 
stone, Copper, Breckenridge, Vail. 
970-468-6057, 1-800-544-8418. 

DILLON WILDERNEST, AFFORDABLE, SPECTACULAR 
view, non-smoking, sleeps 6-10, ALL amenities pool, jacuzzi. 
From $100. Owner, (303) 744-2263. 

DILLON/ WILDERNEST/ TIMBER RIDGE Luxury 2BR/2BA, 
Sleeps 6. All amenities. Pool, hottubs, fireplace, view, rea- 
sonable. Brochure. (303) 652-2805, 



" DILLON • KEYSTONE — 

NEW 2-6 Bedroom Luxury Townhomes 
Overlooking Lake Dillon. Plus 1 & 2 Bedroom 
Liftside Condos at Keystone. Spa, Sauna, 
Steam, Pool, Fireplace. "Real Estate Sales" 
"Air, Car, Discount on Lift Tickets." 
"Better Homes & Gardens" 
SOLAR ONE REALTY, LTD. 
1 -800-888-0618 or 970-468-0618 



DILLON/ WILDERNEST. BEAUTIFUL DUPLEX RENTAL 
HOME: Sleeps 10, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Jacuzzi Bathtub, 
steam Shower, Fireplace. Lovely Decor, Garage, Reason- 
able, (303)750-2316. 



DILLON/ WILDERNEST- SKI THE SUMMIT!! Luxury 
Townhouse. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath. Sleeps 10, Private 
Owner S1000-S1200/ wk (403)257-8424. 



FRISCO- 3BR 2-1/2BA DELUXE PRIVATE TOWNHOUSE 
FIREPLACE, HOTTUB, GARAGE. SLEEPS 8, CLOSE TO 
RESORTS 301-299-5346. 



FRISCO, COLORADO: SKI FIVE AREAS. 4 BEDROOMS, 3 
BATHS, 2 FIREPLACES, POOL, JACUZZI, GARAGES, 
RACQUETBALL, VIEW, REASONABLE RATES, 
303-791-6394. 



FRISCO, Mountainside Luxury Condo, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
sleeps 6. Fireplace, cable, clubhouse, free shuttle to ski 
slopes, Owner (303)798-0795. 



KEYSTONE- #1 Luxury Townhomes. Largest 3 and 4 Bed- 
rooms. Hot Tub, Garages, Pool. Brochure. 970-468-8502. 



KEYSTONE. 1 minute walk to slope. 2BR, 2BA, sleeps 6. 
Great view. Owner E-mail:fraser rog@aol.com 
(704)651-1477. 



KEYSTONE- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo Near Slopes. Fire- 
place, Clubhouse. Lift Discounts. Excellent Rates. 
301-384-2542. 



KEYSTONE AREA- CENTRALLY LOCATED 
LUXURY HOMES AND CONDOS, WIDE SE- 
LECTION. BEST RATES. UP TO 25% OFF. 
FREE BROCHURE. AMERICANA RESORT 
PROPERTIES. 1-800-367-0485. 



KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE/ FRISCO - Affordable 
1-4 t>edroom condos, economy/ luxury, near lifts, 
central locations, amenities, clubhouses, LIFT DIS- 
COUNTS. BLACK DIAMOND LODGING (http:// 
wvw.BDLodglng.com) 800-557-3840 



KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE. The Consumer s Alterna- 
tive" SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET 
DISCOUNTS ($12-$15 oH). PRIVATE HOT TUBS! 
1-800-750-1657. 303-744-9020. 



KEYSTONE Luxury studios with kitchenettes at Slopeside 
Condos. Ski in/out. $105-$235. Owner. 800-729-5807. 
cshi @ rmi.net. www.skigate.com/holldays 



KEYSTONE- Luxury Townhome. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. 
3,000+ Square Feet including Spa Room. EXCELLENT 
RATES. 301-384-2542. 



KEYSTONE Luxury SKIRUN 2/3 Bedroom Premium 
Amenities, Walk to Quad. BEST VALUE! Owner Direct! 
Brochure. 303-987-2220 or SKIRUNT0M@A0L.COM. 



KEYSTONE Luxury Condos, Owner, Base of Mountain, In- 
door Pool, Hot Tub, Heated Parking, Reasonable 
800-699-3044. 



KEYSTONE- Luxury 2 Bedroom Condo for 
Rent. SKI-IN/OUT, Newly Built, Hot Tub. Patty 
(303)526-2969. 



COLORADO 



KEYSTONE- LUXURY TOWNHOME NEAR GONDOLA. 
GREAT VIEW. 4 BEDROOMS. IN-UNIT SAUNA & HOT 
TUB. CLUBHOUSE. BROCHURE. (847)256-0048, http:// 
www.skinet.com/classifieds/ads/alflitcratt 

KEYSTONE: LUXURY 2BR, 2BA, MOUNTAIN SLOPE 
VIEWS, STEPS TO LIFTS, FIREPLACE, POOL, SAUNA, 
HOTTUB, WEEKLY. OWNER 503-296-8559. 

KEYSTONE - Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath chalet. Sleeps 9. Rea- 
sonable rates. 1493 South Vivian Way, Lakewood, CO 80228 
(800)497-8253. 

KEYSTONE, WALK TO LIFTS! Luxury ONE and TWO bed- 
room condominiums from owners! All amenities! 
Phone:(970)257-7100. E-Mail:PoorAlan@AOL.COM 
Web:http://www.bizdistrict.com/keystonecondo/ 

KEYSTONE - WALK TO LIFTS, 2 & 3 BR, INDOOR 
POOL, SPA. & SAUNA. COVERED PARKING, ELEVA- 
TOR. RUSS YOUNG, YOUNG REALTY. 
1-800-324-6422. 

KEYSTONE / SUMMIT COUNTY- Condo s and luxury 
homes from $85 / nighL Discount lift tickets, airfare / 
ground transportation. Call for free brochure. 
1-800-248-1942 or e-mail: magslno@colorado.net. Mag- 
iiocchetti, inc. 

PURGATORY: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, 
Hotels. Discount packages include Air, Litts. SKI WEST, 
800-332-8818. http://wvw.skiwest.com 

SILVERTHORNE - 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Condo. Centrally Lo- 
cated, Free Shuttle to Keystone, Copper, Breckenridge 
616-846-5136. 

SNOWMASS CONDO- SKI-IN/SKI-OUT 2 Bedroom plus 
Loft, 3 Baths. Sleeps 8. Pool, Jacuzzi. Beautiful Views, 
Owner. (214)750-1363. 

SNOWMASS Condo 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Washer, 
Dryer, Pool, Ski To Slopes. Sleeps 4. (616)949-4519. 

SNOWMASS FAMILY RATES! Condos and homes at Base 
of Snowmass Mountain. Call Brumby Servk;es 
1-800-847-3576. 

SNOWMASS: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, Ho- 
tels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST, 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.eom 

ALPINE SKI HOLIDAYS ~ 17 ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
DESTINATIONS INCLUDING STEAMBOAT. COM- 
PLETE PACKAGES AIR ACCOMMODATIONS, LIFTS. 
800-875-6408. www.assh.com/snow 

STEAMBOAT. 1-4 BDR. FIREPLACE, HOTTUB, CA- 
BLE, LAUNDRY, NEAR LIFTS ON BUS RTE, CONVE- 
NIENT. "KIDS SKI FREE" GREAT RATES 
1-800-736-01 85. 

STEAMBOAT 2BR 2-1/2BA sleeps 6, deluxe resort condo, 
hottubs, fireplace, garage, shuttlebus. owner discount, 
1-800-575-4898. 

STEAMBOAT 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath. Rreplace, Hot Tub, Cable. 

Sleeps 8, Walk-in/out, S125-S400 per night, (303) 690-9396, 

STEAMBOAT- 300 YARDS TO SKI- 4BDRM. 3BTH, W/D, 
PRIVATE HOTTUB, SAUNA, FREESTANDING TOWN- 
HOUSE (954)398-4402. 



Steamboat Reservations 



1-800-522-9120 



Mt. Werner 
Property Management 



STEAMBOAT: BEAUTIFUL, SPACIOUS TOWNHOME 
NEAR GONDOLA, SLEEPS TEN, 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, 
LOFT, PRIVATE HOTTUB, OWNER (219)672-8297. 

STEAMBOAT, Big Duplex, Sleeps 14+16. Total 6BR,5BA. 
Two blocks to Gondola. Sauna, Whirlpool, "Kids Ski Free." 
Economy.(970)484-1 371 , wvTO.guestinns.com/sunspot 



"STEAMBOAT BY OWNERS" Economy to 
Luxury Condos and Homes. KIDS SKI FREE. 
SLEEP 2 TO 100. "Where Saturday To Satur- 
day Saves You Even More" E-Mail SKIcon- 
do@sprynet.eom 1(800)580-SNOW(7669) 
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STEAMBOAT- BY OWNER. Sleeps 10. 5 levels, 3 baths. 
Fireplace. Close to Gondola. "Kids Ski Free." Reasonable 
owner's rates. 800-283-0384, eve:303-697-1762. 



STEAMBOAT- BEST SELECTION QUALITY CONDOMIN- 
IUMS AND HOMES! ECONOMICAL TO LUXURIOUS. 
SPAS. FIREPLACES. VIEWS. BOOK NOW! 1-800-501-0475 
eirt.22, WWW.LF0A.COM/STEAMB0ATRENTALS 



STEAMBOAT- Luxuiy Condo's with SKI PASSES. Excellent 
Location / Views. Two and Three Bedroom. 970-879-9692 
(eve.), 970-870-0169. 



STEAMBOAT LUXURY SKI MOUNTAIN TOWNHOME. 
HOTTUB. SAUNA. FIVE BEDROOMS. THREE BATHS. 
FROM $200. NIGHT. CALL COLLECT 602-451-0112, 
732-545-4866. 



STEAMBOAT LODGING. CALL NOW FOR 
SPECIAL RATES. BIG COUNTRY RESORTS. 
Web www.bigcountry-steamboat.com Email 
reservations@bigcountry-steamboat.com 
1-800-872-0763 

STEAMBOAT luxurious, large and spacious, across from 
gondola, 3br., 4ba., pool, hottubs, garage, weeidy rental. 
(970)879-1578. www.etdesign.com/condo 



STEAMBOAT Quality Homes and Condominiums Sleep 
4-20, Ski in/out to Secluded Locations.1-800-523-9384. 



STEAMBOAT SKI-IN / OUT, CONDOS WITH VIEWS. Beau- 
tifully furnished 2BR, 2BA, Spa with pool, owner. 
(815)389-0940. 



STEAMBOAT: SPACIOUS, NEW 2BR/ 2BA CONDO, 
WARM ATMOSPHERE, PRIVATE DECK/ HOTTUB, BEAU- 
TIFUL SETTING/ VIEWS, FIREPLACE, SHUTTLE OR 
WALK TO UFTS. (970)879-2858. 



STEAMBOAT'S LOCAL CONNECTION! LODG- 
ING RATES & MORE. EXTRA SPECIAL WIN- 
TER RATES. 2BR/2BA - 3BR/3BA. NEAR 
EVERYTHING! Call 970-879-5160. http:// 
www.tn/elite.com 



STEAMBOATS BEST VALUE- 2Br/2.5Ba, sleeps 6, ground 
level, hottub, non-smoking, owner rates, E- 
mail:galen@pdq.net / (713)862-2744. 



STEAMBOAT Townhomes near lifts. Sleep 10. 3-4BR, 3BA, 
Fireplace, Whirlpool, Laundry, Reasonable Rates, Owner 
773-878-2010. 



STEAMBOAT WELL APPOINTED 3 BEDROOM, 2-1/2 
BATH TOWNHOUSE WITH GARAGE RENT DIRECT 
800-282-9703 OR 614-896-3026. 



SUMMIT RESORTS CENTRAL RESERVA- 
TIONS HOTLINE. SKI BRECKENRIDGE- COP- 
PER MTN.- KEYSTONE- A-BASIN- VAIL, 
FRISCO, COLORADO, USA. 800-525-5152. 



TELLURIDE. Choose from 65 Ideally located homes and 
condominiums. Mind- expanding views. Emphasis on 
personalized service, earth- friendly operations, fair 
prices. Alpine Lodging & Rentals 800-3POWPOW. 



TELLURIDE: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, Ho- 
tels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST, 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 



VAIL 1/2/3/4 Bedrooms Condominiums & Homes. Wonderful 
amenities, good locations, nicely furnished. (970)476-6450, 
(970)476-7076 fax. 



VAIL 1/2/3/4 BR CONDOMINIUMS, HOMES, OUT- 
STANDING LOCATION AND PRICES. FULL 
KITCHENS, W/D FIREPLACES, HOTTUB, ON RIVER 
1-800-748-2522, 970-476-2522. Web: wvm.vail.net/ 
tlmberfails 



VAIL 1BR, 1BA, One Block to Gondola. Slope Views, 
Kitchen, Fireplace, Balcony, Outdoor Jacuzzi's. 
1-800-852-4998. http://members.aol.com/go1vail/ski.html 



VAIL 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Duplex. W/D, Cable/VCR, Bus, 
Creek, Fireplace. Club, Garage. Sleeps 6-8. $2l5/night or 
$1400/week. (970)476-8888 



VAIL 4 Bedroom duplex, family room, hottub, free bus route, 
owners rate, available Xmas. Spring. 303-691-8995. 



COLORADO 



VAIL - Luxury home, wonderful views. 4BR, 3.5BA, large 
private outdoor hottub, huge sauna, master bedroom 
spa, fireplace, heated garage, cable TV's, stereos, 
washer/dryer. Regular season $450/nlghL Christmas/ 
New Year's $550/nlght. Call 612-476-9983. (No smoking or 
pets.) 

Acoommo(jations: Vail/ Beaver Creek 
800-326-1470, iittp://inw. vail.net/vailcondos Con- 
dominiums, Hotels, Private Homes, 
970-479-2868, Vail/ Beaver Creek 800-326-1 470 



Vail/Beaver Creek 
condo rentals 

SKI-IN SKI-OUT 

800-627-VAIL 

www.vailrealty.com 



VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 1-800-SNO-VAIL; Represent- 
ing over 1700 owners, excellent properties at the 
best prices. ALL SIZES, ALL AMENITIES. Call for 
pricing! 



ResOTt 
Rentals, Inc. 


Superb 
\^cation 
Lodging 




800-456-8245 



Lodging, location, and rates to meet all vacation budgets. 
VAIL RESORT RENTALS, 800-456-8245, 605 N. Frontage 
Rd., Vail, CO 81657. 



VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK 2-5 Bedrooms, Economy to 
Luxurious from S140/nt. Bolduc Realty 970-949-6070 
or 1-800-848-9630. 



VAIb'BEAVER CREEK Luxurious, 3BR, 3BA Townhome, 
Near Slopes. Fireplace, Garage, Sleeps 6-8. Available For 
Holidays. 800-305-1632. 



VAIL-BEAVER CREEK. Spacious 4 bedroom. 3 bath. Com- 
plete kitchen, w/d, 2 fireplaces. Jerry (303)691-5200, 
(303)773-6686. 



VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 

Luxury Homes 

"^■MonaMmenr- \ - 6 Bedriioms 



1-800-826-0747 



Offering Vail Valley's Most Elegant Homes and 
Condominiums. Private Outdoor Jacuzzi, Stone Fireplace, 
Individually Designer Decorated and Spectacular Mountain 
Views. 



VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK. Outstanding New Lodges for 
Groups 2-28. Doorfront shuttles to slopes. Short 
walk to Shops & Restaurants. Valley's Best Value: 
from S89/dbl. 1 -888-795-1061. www.wbclodgc.com 



VAIL-BEAVER CREEK. Beautiful 2BR/2BA, 3BR/2BA. Fire- 
place, VCR, Cable, Washer, Kitchen, Microwave. NON- 
SMOKERS. $950/wk, $1295/wk. (517)466-3969. 



VAIl VISITORS BUREAU 

Vail & Beaver Creek Resorts 

Representing Ai.i LoiXjEs/Condos. Econo.my 
To Dei.ixe. Indix ir)i.\i.s Or Groi ps. Airport 
SiiiTTiES. Lift Tickets. Discount Aire\res! 

800-445-8245 



Open Monday-Friday 8 30-5:30P mountain lime, Saturdays 
until 3pm. Accept Visa/MC/AX. Knowledgeable friendly staff. 
Our 28th Year! 800-445-8245. 



COLORADO 




VAIU BEAVER CREEK. 1-800-624-9185. SPE- 
CIALLY PRICED PACKAGES. AIR, 
TRANSFERS, LIFTS, and LODGING including 
homes, hotels, condos. All locations. Vacation 
Coordination. 

VAIL/BEAVER 
CREEK 
RENTALS 

1-800-571-0055 

(PRIVATE HOMES & CONDOS) 

Great selection of luxury ski-in/ski-out and economical 
accommodations. 1 -6 bedrooms and full concierge sen/ices 
to ease your vacation planning. Ask about our discount sea- 
sons. THE PRUDENTIAL GRP. 

VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK- Why stay in a hotel or 
condo when you can RENT A LUXURY ES- 
TATE FOR LESS? On golf course. Magnifi- 
cent views. Professionally decorated and 
maintained. Completely equipped 5BDRM, 4 
Bath. Hot tubs, Sauna, Decks, Garage. Jeep. 
Village Parking. 1-800-CAL-2-SKI. Brochure. 
http://vail.net/deertrail 

VAILy BEAVER CREEK- SPACIOUS, 3BR, 3BA, FANTAS- 
TIC VIEW- LOCATED AT BEAVER CREEK BASE. Call 
(913)345-2277. 



Vail 



CONDO RENTALS 

800-627-VAIL 



800-627-VAIL-Vail/Beaver Creek fully- 
equipped condominiums; FEATURING 
VAIL VILLAGE'S FINEST PENTHOUSE. 
Free Color Rental Guide. Vail Realty/ 
Rental Management. 1-800-627-8245. 
www.vailrealty.com 



VAIL INTERNATIONAL CONDOMINIUMS -- Well equipped 
one, two and three bedroom condominiums with fireplaces. 
Delightful heated pod, whirlpool and saunas. Easy walking 
distance to lifts, shops, restaurants and nightlife. Reasonable 
rates. Color Brochure. 300 E. Lionshead Circle, Vail, CO 
81658 (970)476-5200. 1-800-622-3477. 

VAIL LODGE AT LIONSHEAD 100 YARDS TO 
GONDOLA, SHOPPING AND DINING. LUXURY 
STUDIO, ONE, TWO AND THREE BEDROOM 
CONDOMINIUMS. 800-962-4399. 

VAIL LODGING CALL 800-627-VAIL- CONDO- 
MINIUMS. SAVE $$$ BOOK DIRECT. Deluxe 
to economy accommodations. Featuring VAIL 
VILLAGE'S FINEST PENTHOUSE and 
STRAWBERRY PARK-BEAVER CREEK'S 
FINEST "SKI-IN" CONDOS. Vail Realty/Rental 
Management, www.vailrealty.com 

VAIL- Luxurious 2-2 condo. sleeps 6. Short walk to lifts. Com- 
plete amenities. Low rates (713)622-1750. 

VAIL- Luxury 5 bedroom home. Sleeps 12. 
Circular fireplace. Indoor whirlpool, sauna. 
Excellent value. Brochure available. 
1-800-541-8328. Fax:970-479-0163. 

VAIL; mountain view, walk to lifts, 2BR, 2BA, plus convertible. 
Fireplace, Heated Pool, Jacuzzi. 908-766-7717 
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COLORADO 



IDAHO 



UTAH 



VAIL OWNER'S Delightful 3 Bedroom 3 Bath. Sleeps 8. 
4-TV's, VCR. Underground Parking. Jacuzzi (954)966-1119 

VAIL'S finest homes & condos. 1 to 6 bedrooms A variety of 
amenities, locations & prices. VAIL VALLEY REAL ESTATE 
BROKERS. INC. (970)476-8250, fax (970)476-8263, 
800-955-VAIL. 



VAIL SKI-IN SKI-OUT SIXTY STEPS TO GONDOLA LUX- 
URIOUS 1 BEDROOM SLEEPS 4, POOL, FIREPLACE 
$250-S400. 303-443-9349. FAX 303-786-8325. 



Vail Valley's Best Value! 1-4 bedroom condominiums. Pool. 
Hottubs, Sauna, Tennis, Meeting Facility. Call now to insure 
availability: 1-800-222-4840. bc-west@toski.com 



VAIL; BEST RATES & LOCATION 2 & 3 BEDROOM TOWN- 
HOMES. KITCHEN, W/D, FIREPLACE. CHARMING AND 
SPACIOUS, HOTTUB. SAUNA, BUS STOP- ALL ON SITE. 
970-476-3328. 



VAIL VILLAGE. 2-5 bedrooms. Reasonable. 
Three minutes to lift. Henry Fowler 
(800)365-8245, hfowler452@aol.com, or Mark 
Foster (303)322-6853. 



WINTER PARK 3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS, SLEEPS 11! 
RENT FROM OWNER. $950/WEEK. 937-898-8216 EVE- 
NINGS, 937-229-0313 DAYS. 



WINTER PARK- Luxury Two Bedroom, Two Bath. Nicely 
Decorated, View, Cable, Amenities. Low Rates. 
(303)697-9202. 



WINTER PARK: BEAVER VILLAGE CONDOS, AFFORD- 
ABLE deluxe 1-4bdrm condominiums. Whirlpool, sauna, 
pool, FREE SHUTTLE. www.beavercondos.com 
800-824-8438. 



WINTER PARK, MARY-JANE 1-2 BR Condos. Pool, Hot 
Tubs, Free Shuttle, Owners Rates. 847-526-5356, 
847-526-2386. 



WINTER-PARK- Meadowridge: 3BR, 3BA, owner rented, 
sleeps 8, fireplace, garage, club facilities. VCR, vaporizers, 
non-smoking. (217)243-5030. 



WINTER PARK Duplex Sleeps 6-20 People, 3BR/ 2BA and 
4BR/ 3BA, connecting Balcony, Shuttle, 303-420-4123. 

WINTER PARK- MARY JANE- IRON HORSE RESORT. SKI 
IN-OUT, PREMIUM CONDOS, ULTIMATE AMENITIES. 
SLEEPS 6-8. JACK (WK)303-761-2121: (HM)303-798-0600. 

WINTER PARK - Custom Furnished 2BR/BA. Sleeps 6 - 
(Queen Beds). Microwave, Fireplace, Cable, All Amenities, 
Fully Equipped ■ From $115. (619)566-4018. 



WINTER PARK- Beaver Village: Redecorated large 4b* 3ba 
condo. Close to slopes. Fireplaces. Pool, sauna, whirlpools. 
Best Owner rates. Elizabeth (303)447-3841. 



WINTER PARK ADVENTURES offers 190 condos at 29 
properties: complete air-inclusive packages (800)832-7357 or 
www.winterparkadventures.com 

WINTER PARK CONDOS 3BR, 3BA, Sleeps 6-8, Fireplace, 
Well-Furnished, W/D, Pool, Hottubs, Shuttle. Non-Smoking 
Owner Rates (810)629-061 1 . 



Winter Park's only Ski-in, Ski-out Resort Condo- 
miniums with complete hotel services; pool, ja- 
cuzzis, restaurant, packages. 800-621-8190 

WINTER PARKS S Finest Condos, All Sizes, Snowblaze, Sil- 
verado, Beavers, Others, Healthclubs, Luxury, Licensed, Air, 
Owner. 800-972-2409. 



WINTER PARK 2BR, 2BA, Sleeps 6. Near Lifts. Fireplace, 
TV/ VCR, W/D. Non-smoking, Free Shuttle, 800-495-6207. 



IDAHO 



SUN VALLEY! BEST LODGINGS, BEST 
RATES, ALL LOCATIONS. 800-521-2515. USE 
OUR SEARCHABLE DATABASE CATALOG: 
www.basemountain.com 



SKI SUN VALLEY FROM YOUR DOOR! CLOSEST AC- 
COMMODATIONS TO LIFTS. ONE, TWO BEDROOM CON- 
DOMINIUMS. (NON-SMOKING) RELAXED MOUNTAIN 
SETTING. $175-$325 NfT DISCOUNTED PERIODS 
AVAILABLE. PENNAYS 800-736-7503. httpJI 
netnow.mlcron.net/-pennays 



MONTANA 



SKI MONTANA FOR LESS! Customized ski va- 
cations to Big Sky. Best Deals, great service, call 
Moguls/Tours de Sport tor brochure or trip quote. 
1-800-929-7300, www,skimoguls.com 

BIG SKY MONTANA. 3 slopeside studios $90.00/night. Plus 
no cost direct owner referrals (lodging to 6 Bdrms) discount 
air/ground transportation. GARY'S BIG SKY CONDOS. 
1-800-866-3897 Fax (612)368-9760. 



BIG SKY. Fully equipped studio to 4 tiedroom townhouses. 
Two condos sleeps 14 each side by side, 1/2 mile from slope. 
Economy to deluxe units with all amenities. DISCOUNT AIR- 
FARE AND CAR RENTALS! BIG SKY CHALET RENTALS. 
1-800-845-4428. E-mail: //chalets@alpinet.net or Homepage: 
//www.alpinet.net/-chalets 



SKI BIG SKY! SNOWMOBILE YELLOW- 
STONE! ENJOY 70km X-Co.TRAILS! ECON- 
OMY TO LUXURIOUS SKI-IN/ OUT CHALETS. 
AIRFARE & CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS. 
GOLDEN EAGLE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, 
e-mail :g_eagle @ avicom.net 
site:www.avicom.net/g_eagle 800-548-4488. 



NEW MEXICO 



TAOS Spacious Southwest Adobe: two t)edrooms, two baths, 
full amenities, near plaza, views, courtyard, 1-800-254-6634. 

UTAH 



SKI UTAH FOR LESS! Customized ski vacations 
to all resorts. Best Deals, great service, call 
Moguls/Tours de Sport for brochure or trip quote. 
1 ■800-929-7300, www,skimoguls.com 

Ski condos and homes just minutes from 
seven of Utah's premier ski areas featuring 
the "Greatest Snow on Earth." Night- 
ly,Monthly. WASATCH FRONT SKI ACCOM- 
MODATIONS 2020 East 3300 South, Ste.#7 
Salt Lake City,UT 84109. email:info@w- 
fsa.com Call us at (800)762-7606. 



UTAH'S AFFORDABLE OWNER OPERATED Deluxe Town- 
houses! Seven nights: One Bedroom $550, Two Bedroom 
$850; Three Bedroom $950; Four Bedroom $1550; Five Bed- 
room $1750. Minutes to Alfa/ Snowbird. Skiers Accommoda- 
tions 801-943-2426. Fax 801-944-1132. Call lor low-season 
rates. 



SKI HOMES OF UTAH. Furnished homes and 
condos with amenities. Economy to Deluxe, 1 to 
7 bedrooms, minutes to all major resorts. 7 
Bedroom/5 Bath Viscayne House-Licensed to 
Sleep up to 19. 800-366-8575. 

UTAH SKI RESERVATIONS. CUSTOMIZED SKI 
PACKAGING FOR ALIA. SNOWBIRD, PARK 
CITY, DEER VALLEY AND SALT LAKE CITY. 
LODGING. LIFTS, TRANSPORTATION AND 
DISCOUNTED PACKAGING WITH DELTA AIR. 
CALL 1-800-UTAH-SKI, 1-800-882-4754. 

A. SKI ADVENTURES - SEVEN RESORT ACCESS. ONE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS - SIX BEDROOM HOMES. 
AFFORDABLE RATES - EXCELLENT SERVICE. 

1-800-227-1970. 



ALTA, SNOWBIRD, BEAUTIFULLY FUR- 
NISHED TWO, THREE AND FOUR BEDROOM 
TOWNHOUSES AND CONDOS. OWNER OP- 
ERATED FOR VALUE AND COMFORT. UTAH 
ESCAPES 800-348-UTAH. 



ALTA-SNOWBIRD-PARK CITY Studios to 5 
Bedrooms, Starting $60.00 Per Night. We are 
centrally located to 7 Resorts, between the can- 
yons. We build complete ski packages. UTAH 
SNOW ADVENTURES. 1-800-843-5042. 

ALTA/ SNOWBIRD WE OFFER THE FINEST ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS AVAILABLE. MINUTES TO 4 RESORTS. 2-5 
BEDROOMS. ALL LICENSED PROPERTIES. ALTA AP- 
PROACH 800-527-7980 or 801-942-7980. 



ALTA 

SNOWBIRD 

• QUALITY LODGING 
•AIRFARE 

• CAR RENTAL 

ALTA-SNOWBIRD. The ultimate In luxury to (tyllsh 
economical accommodations. Amenities Include 
fireplace, hot tub, sauna, TV/VCR, W/D and moral 
$85. - $400.00 nightly. Minute to lifts. Discount airfaras. 
ACCENT SKI ACCOMMODATIONS 1 (800) 942-6692. 



ALTA/SNOWBiRD. COTTONWOOD SKI ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS. DELUXE CONDOMINIUMS & HOMES, 2-12 BED- 
ROOMS, FULLY FURNISHED, FIREPLACE, HOTTUB. 
$155-$395. OWNER OPERATED. 1-800-574-5044. 

ALTA - SNOWBIRD. Canyon location - Closest to resorts. 
Beautiful skiers' condo. Fireplace, Cable/ VCR, free movies. 
Sleeps 6-8. $700-$950/ week. 61 9-692-3028. 



DEER VALLEY CONDOS- LUXURIOUS, SPACIOUS 3800 
SQ.FT. 3BR, 4BA, SLEEPS 8; COZY 2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6; 
BOTH HAVE: NEW FURNISHINGS, PRIVATE HOTTUB, 
GARAGES, INCREDIBLE VIEWS, OWNER DISCOUNT 
801-451-6884, http://10kvacationrentals.com/deervaiiey 

DEER VALLEY: New, Luxurious 3Bdrm/ Loft, 4Batli, Spa, 
Fireplace, W/D, Garage. 20% Weekly Discount 
1-800-574K)030, 801-272-1803. 



DEER VALLEY: Luxury Condo Just Remodeled!! 3Bdrm, 
Large & Spacious, Fireplace. Indoor Hottub. W/D. Resort 
View, Sleeps 10. Owner Discount 1-600-409-5717. 

PARK CITY 1BR-4BR loft condos. 325 yards to lift. Fireplace, 
jacuzzi, sauna. $1 35-$425/nightly. 1-800-829-9191. 

PARK CITY/DEER VALLEY 
Lodging 



1'800'SKI 2002 



David Holland's Resort Lodging 

& Conference Services 
Condo's - Homes - Hotel Rooms 
website: http://www.davidh0lland5.com 



PARK CITY: 3BR, 3BA, Luxury condo w/ view. Fireplace, 
washer/dryer, hottub, locker at resort. 1-305-289-9518. 

AFFORDABLE PARK CITY SKI PACKAGES, ONE CALL 
DOES IT ALLI DISCOUNT AIR! 800-646-7333 CALL NOWl 

PARK CITY Condos By Lifts, two to six bedrooms, spacious. 
Nicely decorated, fireplaces, hot tubs, W/D, VCR, owner dis- 
count 1-800-858-9364 #26 



SUSJMIk • PARK CITY 




MOUNTAIN RESORT 

• WOLF MOUNTAIN 

• DEER VALLEY 

800 243-2932 



OF PARK CITY. 



Ski or board DEER VALLEY, PARK CITY & WOLF MOUN- 
TAIN Resorts In UTAH! Large selection of Hotel, 
Condominiums & Homes. Call for best rates & complete 
packages. 



SUN VALLEY S HIGH COUNTRY RENTALS. OFFERING [ 
OVER 200 CONDOMINIUMS AND HOMES. ECONOMY TO [ 
DELUXE IN A VARIETY OF LOCATIONS. AIR, CAR & LIFT 
TICKET SERVICES 1-800-726-7076, highctry@micron.net | 



AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF UTAH. DELUXE, MODERATE, ECON- 
OMY. LOWEST AIRFARE/ PACKAGES. 15 YEARS EX- 
PERIENCE. 800-255-6451. http://www,rescenter.com 
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UTAH 



PARK CITY, DEER VALLEY, ALTA, SNOWBIRD: HOMES 
AND CONDOS. ONE TO FIVE BEDROOMS. HOT TUB, 
FIREPUCE, W/D, CABLE. CLOSE TO LIFTS $150.00 TO 
$1300.00/NIGHT ALPENHAUS LODGING (800)627-0381. 

PARK CITY- HISTORIC DISTRICT Two 5 Bedroom Adja- 
cent Homes, Rent One Or Both. (868)457-9863. 

URGE 0NE(1) BEDROOM, TW0(2) BATHROOM CONDO- 
MINIUM, POOL, FIREPLACE, COVERED PARKING, WALK 
TO PARK CITY UFTS, OWNER 800-531-5292. 




PARK CITY LUXURIOUS CONDO, 3 BEDROOMS, 4 
BATHS, PRIVATE HOTTUB, SLEEPS 8, FROM 
$1250/WEEK (800)433-0515. 



PARK CITY, UTAH. 3BR, 3BA "Southwest-Style" de- 
luxe condo with spa, fireplace, cable TV, VCR, 
washer/dryer and garage. 3 miriutes to Park City and 
Deer Valley tilts. On bus rpi^. C«H Elfa, 9c Dick 
Gary. (800)472-9472. ^M^^^^^a^ 'Siv 



PARK CITY/ DEER VALLEY/ WOLF MT. 1-5BR. CONDOS / 
HOMES + MOTEL UNITS; FIREPLACES, JACUZZIS, 
CABLE-TV, FREE SHUTTLE, DISCOUNT PACKAGES. 
PARKWEST VILLAGE MGT, INC. (801)645-8983, 
800-421-5056 (FAX)801 -645-7288. 



Park City, SKI-IN/OUT Iffi^^diiindos 2-3 bedroom. DIS- 
COUNT S250/$395 nightly, pool, sauna, jacuzzi. plus Hawaii 
oceanfront. (800)959-1911. 

PARK CITY: Absolutely Perfect Location. Large, Updated 
4BR/3BA. Resort Views, Fireplace, Jacuzzi. Loaded! Owner/ 
Discount (61 7)444-3001 (d) (617)893-3030(6). 



PARK CITY: Absolutely BEAUTIFUL 3000 SOFT. Condo. 
TWO HOTTUBSI TWO FIREPLACESI 4BR; 3-1/2BA; GA- 
RAGE. OWNER 1-800-637-1218. http-.//www.netpp.com/ 
marlnangel 



Park City/Deer Valley 

Economy Studtos lo luxury 6 bedroom 
homes and corvlos. Great RatesI 

BLOOMING ENTERPRISES 

Lodging and Real Estate Seraioes 

^ 1-800-635-4719 



PARK CITY - Luxury 1 , 2 & 3 Bedroom Condos At Reason- 
able Prices. Great Amenities Including Jacuzzi-Spa. WALK 
TO LIFTS! From $130/ Night . (801) 277-4388. (801) 
583-1857. 



PARK CITY- DEER VALLEY: 3BDR, 2BA TOWNHOUSE. 
WALK TO LIFTS, CENTRALLY LOCATED, MANY EXTRAS, 
REASONABLY PRICED, OWNER, GERRI (888)437-4800 
DAYTIME, (888)294-0725 EVENINGS. 



PARK CITY: Studio, one to four bedroom units. Great loca- 
tions, many amenities. Around Town Lodging 800-347-3392. 



PARK CITY- 2BR.2BA. WALK TO LIFTS. DELUXE CONDO 
SLEEPS 6. GREAT LOCATION (January only.) OWNER. 
TOM (609)655-8000. 



PARK Cmr-DEER VALLEY-WOLF MOUN- 
TAIN. HOTELS TO 6 BR HOMES, CUSTOM 
PACKAGES, DISCOUNT AIR FARES. PARK 
CITY TRAVEL & LODGING 1-800-421-9741. 



PARK CITY, EDELWEISSHAUS, condo, 2br, 2ba, sleeps 6, 
walk lifts: pool/jacuzzi/sauna. Owner (201)667-9579. 



PARK CITY Prime Locations. Deluxe Accommodations. Hot- 
tubs, fireplaces, lifts. DISCOUNT WEEKLY RATES, Owner. 
Dick(24 Hrs) 1-800-524-8824 



PARK CITY SPECTACUUR FOUR & SEVEN BEDROOM, 
HOT-TUB, SKI-ACCESS HOMES FROM $395 AND $585 
NIGHTLY. (800)232-UTAH(e824); www.ski-utah.com 



PARK CITY- Luxurious 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. Washer, Dryer, 
Jacuzzi, Garage, Fireplace. Walk to Lifts. Starting $2,200 
Weekly. (602)483-3103. 



UTAH 



PARK CITY- BUDGET LODGING. HOTELS, STUDIOS, ONE 
TO FOUR BEDROOM CONDOMINIUMS, HOMES, FROM 
$65. l-eOO-522-SNOW. DISCOUNTED AIRFARES. 

PARK CITY townhouse. sleeps 8, 3BR, 4BA. new carpeting, 
furniture, large hottub inside, 2 fireplaces, W/D. cable, VCR, 
pool, $1,250+/ week. 1-800-THNK-SNO (1-800-846-5766). 

PARK CITY - Walk to lifts. Three bedroom, two bath town- 
house. All amenities. Larger condo available. Owner, email: 
e.r.strauchen102631.222©compusen/e.com , 801-645-9876 

PARK CITY: Ski into modem house. Private jacuzzi, view. 
Walk to lifts - Okj Town. Two BR-Baths, Pull out in living 
room. 2 Fireplaces. Quality furnishings. $1.730.00/wk high, 
$1400.00/wk low. CHRISTMAS AVAIUBLE! Call 
71 3/92B-2606(days), 71 3/783-01 24(eves.) 

V/YOMING 



SKI WYOMING FOR LESS! Customized ski va- 
cations to Jackson Hole and Grand Targhee. 
Best Deals, great service, call MogulsH'ours de 
Sport for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 
www.skimoguls.com 

AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF JACKSON. DELUXE, MODERATE, 
ECONOMY. LOWEST AIRFARE/ PACKAGES. 15 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 800-255-6451. http://www.rescenter.com 

JACKSON HOLE RACQUET CLUB luxurious fully furnished, 
hottub, fireplace, exercise facility, sleeps 6, OWNER 
301-865-5953, JComellh@aol.com 



EIJROPKAN HOLIDAYS 



ACCENT ON SKI BEST LOW RATES. All European Destina- 
tions. Individual/ Family/ Group Packages. Brochure. 
800-660-3567. 



INNS & 1.()IK;KS 



COLORADO 



FRISCO - Ski Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper. From Bed 
and Breakfast rooms to 2 bedroom + loft Suites. WOODS INN 
1-800-668-4448. 



NEW MEXICO 



SKI-IN, SKI-OUT, INNSBRUCK LODGE/ 
CONDO, TAOS SKI VALLEY, NEW/ MEXICO. E- 
MAIL: innsbruk@laplaza.org WEB: 
www.brownrice.com/innsbruk 1 -800-243-5253, 
FAX: 505-776-8510 



WYOMING 



THE HOSTEL JACKSON HOLE A FRIENDLY AMBIENCE 
FOR SKIERS. PRIVATE ROOMS $45 FOR 1 OR 2. 
(307)733-3415, FAX(307)739-1 1 42, BOX 546, TETON VIL- 
LAGE, WY 83025. www.hostelx.com 




sxow-3^KiNc; 

-888-9JACKSON 

Ski-iii/Ski-oul 
f ull Service Hotel & Condiminiwns 
3 night ski packages starting at 
$169 pn person 



SKI lOl US 



ABSOLUTE BEST SKI BUYS - Ski the West for Less - 
Lodging - Lifts - Cars - Airfares. Save $$ - Convenient - 
No Hassles. Call Daman-Nelson Travel. 35 years exper- 
ience. http://www.d-n-travel.com 1-800-34(DAMAN) or 
1-800-343-2626. 



ACCENT ON SKI BEST LOW RATES. West, Europe. 
Canada, East. Individual/ Family/ Group Packages. 
800-660-3567. 



THE WESTERN SKI TRAVEL SPECIALISTS. For 30 yrs. 
The Best Discounted Ski Packages For Individuals/ Groups. 
Call Rocky Mountain Tours! 1-800-525-SKIS, (973)831-7000. 



SKI lOl KS 



8Day8/7NlgMa 

?799 




from 

• Roundtrip Air from NY 
» 4Star Hotel * 2 Meals Daily 

• Trans/ere & More Ski USA/Ski International 

Fmtmdxm: 800*'526'2827 

WHOLIDAZE SKI TOURS^ 



SKI \ At A l iONS 



AWESOME SKI VACATIONS FOR LESS! Cus- 
tomized vacations to all major western resorts. 
Best Deals, great service, call Moguls/Tours de 
Sport for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 
www.skimoguls.com 

ALPINE SKI HOLIDAYS - 17 ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
DESTINATIONS. COMPLETE PACKAGES AIR AC- 
COMMODATIONS, LIFTS. CALL TOLL FREE 
800-875-6408. www.assh.cont/snow 

COLORADO SILVER CREEK RESORT Family Fun - Colo- 
rado style offering affordable ski packages. Call 



1-800-510-7669. 



( SPEED GOfvJDOLA 



,Air-iiKliisi\c ski patkaKe-i trdni Jackson's 
oriuinal, i(iL;il cciuial rcscr\ atiim scr\ ic-c. 

1-800-443-6931 



DISCOUNT AIR INCLUSIVE SKI PACKAGES TO ALL MA- 
JOR WESTERN RESORTS. SLOPESIDE LODGING, 
ECONOMY TO DELUXE. LOOKING FOR VALUE? CALL 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN VACATIONS 800-733-4028 BEFORE 
YOU BOOK! 

DISCOUNTED Air Included Ski Package. Colorado, Utah. 
New Mexico, Tahoe area. Wyoming. Europe. CMCH §1? 
Tours. 14 Years Experience. 800-541-2627. '■^Mi^- 

FREE SKIS! Get one pair of super-sidecut Fischer skis w^ 
special 5 night air-inclusive vacations. Pay with MasterCard 
by December 15. Restrictions apply Call MOUNTAjN 
VACATIONS- THESKIEXPERTSI1 -800-SKI-21 04. :^ 

HELICOPTER SKI MONDO POWDER- Packages start from 
$2,825 CDN. For INSPIRATIONAL, BEAUTIFUL, COLOR 
brochure send $2.00 to: 4326 BEACH AVENUE. HAMBURG, 
NY 14075. (888)700-HELI 



VIRGIN 
ISLAlOr 
SKI 
RENTftL 

Snowboards 
and Sno-Toysl 
(800) 525-9186 




HIGH 
COUNTRY 
j:^Tr^TRAVEL 
Quick Quote 
Ski Vacations 
(800) 367-1654 



Ski the Summit on the best equipment for the lowest rental 
rates! High Country Ski Vacation include discounted air, 
transportation, lodging, lifts. 

SKI THE CANADIAN ROCKIES.- Lake Louise, Femie, For- 
tress, Nakiska. Information and Ski Packages 
1-800-258-7669, http://www.skllouise.Com 

GENERAL CLASSIFIED 
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WARM, custom-knit, wool, ski hats, sweaters, brochure. 
Moriarty, BOX 1117, STOWE,VT 05672. 802-253-4052, 
morartyhat @ juno.com. 



Skiing reserves the right to refuse any advertising 
(irder Only publication of an advertisement shall 
constitute rmu! acceptance of an order Publication 

does not constitute an agreement for continued 
publication. All orders are subject to the applicable 
rate card, copies of which are available upon written 
request sent to the address provided. 
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^PfzipUd. The UlHmate 


\y Hat for Skiing. 



The ZipLid works like an inverted airfoil. As wind fk>ws 
across the bill of the cap. it pushes down, not up and off. 
Now that cool kx>king lid will stay attached to your melon. 
Fleece lined/water & wind resistant/small fold down ear flaps 
neatly tuck away and won't make you look like Elmer Fudd. 
ZipLids are available in other styles, including cotton twill for 
spring time skiing, boating. ..anything fasti Price $25.95 for 
fleece. $21.95 tor cotton twill. $3.95 SAH. Call 1-800-337- 
6552. www.speedvisor.com 




^dgatfpn and low prices 

^ITfiRAND EQUIPMERT 

noTHiNG /jIMd accessories 

AIp^e-fNordic-f-Snowboards 

LAlferHotX^odels (Shape !l^is!) 

Used/Oemo toA 
Bargain ^ 

Call now ^ cat 

(303) 494-4022 Ph *(303j 494-42n ^ 
1803 S. Foothills H\t\. #1004 Jiouider, CO 80303 

(TollFrec^dtrWntt^ 
* wvi'w.geardirejp^om/sporlsgear 
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Earn $1800- 3000/month driving in VAIL, AS- 
PEN, or SUMMIT COUNTY, Colorado. No com- 
mercial license needed. Housing Available. 
Driver applicant must be over 21. Call COLO- 
RADO MTN EXPRESS, 1-800-525-6363 x6535. 
www.cmex.com/greatiobs 



IMI'I.ONMINI IM OKM \ l ION 



LIVE, WORK IN MOUNTAINS. Ski photographers & Photo 
Lab Technk^ns needed, Colorado. Calilomla. New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, and Maine. Sharpshooter Photography. Box 
4200, Frisco. Cokarado B0443. (970)668-3499. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EMPLOYMENT NEWSLETTER! Cur- 
rent Openings, all occupatk>ns in best ski town, FREE details. 
10 Town PlaM. #309-SD. Durango, CO 81301. 
970-247-9550. fax 970-247-8341. rmen 8 nni.net 

SKI INDUSTY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES- http;// 
www.taosnet.com/skiingthenet/. Job Listings and Resume 
Bank/Services. No computer? Call (505)377-6894. 

VAIL RESORTS 1-888-SKkK)B-1. 



COME SHARE THE 
MAGIC OF LAKE TAHOE 

* Season pass to firee skiing/riding 

* Internationally known ski resort 

* Positions in many departments 

* Foois on Customer Service 

■ Big Snow/Big Mtn/Lots of Fun 

Call/Write/Email: 
702-586-7000 Ext. 6255 
P.O. Box 2180 
Suteline, NV 89449 
humres#skihcavcnly.com 
www.skiheavenly.com 



ffeavenfy 
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An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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PROFESSIONAL SKI ORTHOTICS BY MAIL. Performance 
& comfort guaranteed. Website footdynamk^s.com or 
518-798-FEET For Free Brochure. 



.SKI AC ( KSSOKII S 



WARMER. SMOOTHER HANDS & FACE. Alpha UKra 
Cream, spf 8. The Ultimate Skin Cream. Guaranteed Results 
1-800-211-1202. ext.06397 



SKI AIM'\Ki:i. 



ARE YOU A DANGERBOY? To receive our ckathing brochure 
call toll free 1-888-295-0555. 
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PRESCRIPTION 
SKI GOGGLES 
by UVEX 




1 (800) 777 4733 

• The only goggle that does not use an 
insert (prescription is part of the goggle) 

• Requires no disassembly to clean 
(No parts to lose) 

• Anti-fog flow-thru ventilation helps 
prevent steam up 

• Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• (If you don't love them, we will buy them 
back!) 

$160.00 Complete (^8.00 S&H). SPORT 
OPTICAL ACCESSORIES 2525 Las Vegas 
Blvd No., No. Las Vegas, NV 89030. (702) 
642-9508. VISA / MC / AMEX / DISCOVER. 



PRESCRIPTION GOGGLES- Scott and Smitli. 
Interchangeable lens tints. Also Smith Tuiix). 
Call PRO-VUE 800-548-8354, 507-367-4991. 
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CAR RACKS DIRECT 



THUU And Much More! Best Products, 
Best Prices, and FAST. Expert Service! 




HAVE YOU ALREADY 
SCHEDULED YOUR AD 
TO RUN WITH 
BOB MARCZAK IN 




IF NOT, DONT DESPAIR... 
THE JANUARY, FEBRUARY 
AND MARCH 1998 ISSUES 
ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 

CALL TODAY TO 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE 
IN 




BOB MARCZAK 
800-445-2714 
Ext. 5495 
or 212-779-5495 
CANADIAN TOLL-FREE 

800-865-0641 
FAX: 212-779-5568 

Email: 
Classfiecl@skinet.com 

NEXT ISSUE: 
JANUARY 1998 
AD CLOSE DATE: 
OCTOBER 6th 
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Dear Josh, 

I have used Zardoz NOTwax on my skis. It 
seems to work quite well, and the brochure 
assures me it is safe for ski bases, flowewer, I 
have heard of problems with a similar product by another 
manufacturer, which allegedly removed oil from the sintered 
base, causing it to dry out and crack. Is there any danger 
from NOTwax? Can it replace hot waxing? 

John Sarii 
San Bernardino, California 

I othing yet invented can replace hot waxing, electrolysis 
included. But your central question is based upon a faulty 
premise. Neither Zardoz NOTwax nor any of the other flu- 
orocarbon-based, easy-application waxes will suck the oil out of 
your sintered ski base, because there is no oil In your ski base. Ski 
bases, despite many a ski shop employee's insistence to the con- 
trary, cannot dry out. They are not wet. There is nothing to dry. 
They are plastic. So why do folks who should know better refer to 
whitened ski bases as dried out? It's just a case of peo- 
ple who have smoked too much pot calling the kettle 
black. If you rub a piece of Lucite with sandpaper it will 
turn white. Same with ski bases. That whiteness is 
merely a sign of abrasion, the creation of zillions of 
microhairs shredded off your base by star-sharp 
snowflakes. If your skis appear "dried out" only a few 
days after an application of easy wax. this is just because wipe-on 
waxes do not last long. To avoid base "dryness." apply easy wax 
every day. Or iron in old-fashioned wax periodically. 

Dear Josh, 

I have frequently seen exercise regimens in your magazine 
and others utilizing a huge ball. I am wondering where you 
bought this ball and what possible good it does. Please give 
me a store or catalog name. 

Bonita 

bonseu@ohiovalley.com 

uge balls, once known as medicine balls, require the user to 
I work a variety of muscle groups just to hold onto the damn 
thing, and they are absurd enough that the user forgets he or 
she is worWng out. Medicine balls are redolent of the 1 920s and those 
grainy black-and-white photos of not-all-that-fit, middle-aged men who 
theoretically represented remarkable fitness. What's more, they aren't 
even used anymore. What are used today are lighter-weight fitness 
balls. You roll on top of them and do other stuff to improve your flexi- 
bility. They cost between $20 and $30. To obtain one call Resist-A-Ball. 
800-476-8631: Ball Dynamics/FitBall. 800-752-2255; Fitness 
Wholesale. 800-537-5512: orOPTP. 612-553-0452. 

Dear Josh, 

I heard about a skier who lived in Canada and was appar- 
ently partly responsible for bringing skiing to the Western 
Hemisphere and was still cross-country skiing daily as of 
1984, at the age of 109. Do you know of such a man? If so, 
who was he, and when did he stop skiing? 

Frederic M. London 
Tempo, Arizona 




I he one you are thinking of was Hermann 
"Jackrabbit" Johannsen. Johannsen was 
what the ski industry in the U.S. calls a pio- 
neer, meaning he skied before stretch pants. And 
he skied before there was a difference between Alpine and cross- 
country: it was all just skiing. Unless you didn't know the word for 
it. in which case it was all just mysterious, as it was to most 
Clevelanders. when Johannsen broke out his skis there after a big 
snowstorm. That was in 1905, and he subsequently went on to 
become one of the first (if not the first) ski instructor at the epony- 
mously named Lake Placid Club in the Adirondacks. The 
Jackrabbit moniker comes either from his famous uncatchability In 
on-snow games of Hound and Hare or from his extraordinarily 
aggressive avalement technique on difficult slopes. Unfortuately, I 
must disappoint you on one count: As far as we know. Johannsen 
did not ski daily until he was 109 in 1984. but daily until he was 
107 in 1983. He died in 1987 at the age of 1 1 1. 



The truth i 
shall make ! 

jou ski. i 
-Josh 8:32' 
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Dear Josh 

I have a couple of questions, and I know you are tti« 
almighty, all-knowing ski godi 1. Can you sM Mount 
Fuji in Japan? 2. What is the best dog to have In the 
mountains? A Siberian husky? 3. My dad needs 
knee surgery, and I want to know how to contact 
Dr. Richard Steadman. 4. Do you have any tips on 
buying a ski condo? 

Joshua Bums 
via the internet 



have proof that I am not the almighty, all-knowing ski god: 
According to ski instructor and alignment guru Harald Harb. 
my tibia is hopelessly misaligned, which is why I overturn, 
especially to the right. And last year. I arrived at Snowbird two 
full days after the powder was all skied out. That said. I can offer 
highly accurate and concise answers to all your questions. 1. 
You could ski Mount Fuji. It has pitch and snow, and people 
have skied it. But you are not allowed to ski it. If. however, you 
plan to defy regulations and ski it anyway, you are required to 
register with the police so they can rescue you when you get 
hurt defying their regulations. 2. The best dog to have in the 
mountains is one that comes when you call it. 3. You can con- 
tact Dr. Steadman at the Steadman Hawkins Clinic in Vail. 
Colorado, but there is a really long waiting list for Steadman, 
and your insurance almost certainly will not pay to schlep your 
old man out to Vail for surgery that can just as easily be done a 
mile from your house. 4. Always buy your ski condo when the 
ski-condo market bottoms out. Buy it at a really excellent ski 
area that is not yet — but is about to become — extremely popu- 
lar, causing prices to skyrocket and your friends to think of you 
as perspicacious in matters pertaining to real estate. Buy one 
that has a good view. And get one without shag carpeting, as It 
sucks up moisture from melted snow, getting all crusty and grit- 
ty and flattened in just a few weeks of normal use. 

Do you have a question for know-it-all Josh Lerman? Send it to Ask Josh. 
Skiing Magazine. 929 PeaH St.. Ste. 200. Boulder. CO 80302; or e-mail 
him at askjosh@aol.com. We won't be able to print all questions. 

Former Skiing executive editor. Josh Lerman is now articles editor at Parenting. 
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tnj-rt^iCLJEiZfT' A QUICK GLANCE. YOU IMMEDIATELY NOTICE THE CATLIKE EYES, THE MUSCULAR LINES. 
[ FURfflER INVESTIGATION REVEALS A SLEEK INTERIOR DESIGN, CONTOURED SEATS IF YOU CHOOSE, LEATHER TRIM AND 
. A PREMIUM BOSE' AUDIO SYSTEM ARE AVAILABLE. THE HOOD HIDES A I95HP V6. THE HIGH PERFORMANCE SUSPENSION SYSTEM 
I LIES WAITING FOR THE NEXT CURVE. YOU STARE, KNOWING THAT ONLY WHEN YOU DRIVE IT WILL ALL ITS SECRETS BE TOLD 



/ /N/ 



A SOPHISnOffED TWIST ON A SPORTS SEDAN 



rM Corp, All rights restrwd. Buckle Up. America! 
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